March %, 1946

Rev. Carl L, Wahlen
Dear Fathex:

First, I want to thank you for wour very kind letter, As
1 told vou in my last letter at first I was delayed in writing by
censorship then I had te cbtain your address through the Adjutant
General. Ueorge B. Shew once - and probably truthfully - sald
that there are two reascns a man does anything, first a gecod reason
ther & real reasson. The sabove Teascns are good Teasons bul what
would be a little closer to the true and the real reason for not
writing sooner was the fact that 1 was in a rather awkward position.
Since 1 was unable to go in person to talk to Sam's (I would like
to call him Sam as that was his nickname and this makes him seem
more real than perhaps his vproper name would) parents I had no way
of geuging their reasctions. Sam told me for exaxple that his father
had been in i1l health recently and 1 had no way of telling what
the effects of & candid letter would be., I am, therefore, very
glad of this opportunity to write to snother member of his Tamily
and leave the disposition of the contents of this letter entirely
+o your ciscretion.

When I speak of Sam 1 am speaking noet conly of a member
of my crew but also a friend snd the I would like to be able to
say other thirngs there are the facts to consider. Ferhaps 1w
would be easier to describe the happenings of the August lst miss-
ion and conclude with my own personal cpinion.

The facts are pretty much the same as the War Department
has already given you. We made an early morning take-off for a strike
against Macassar town in the scuthern Celebes. Our Tlight %o tie
target and half way back home was normal. At this time the engineer
informed me that we were low on gasoline. This was rather bad as
we were =till 3 hours away from our base at Morotal and all the is-
lands between us and our base were then held by the Japaness. G&ince
their supply lires were cut by Allied control of the air and zesa these
Japs had a hard time feeding themselves and it was thelr poliey
to ki1l all priscners taken. As pilet, I, therefore, decided %o
try to fly to Morotai, our closest friendly base. dJust why we were
short on gasoline nas never been determined to my satisfaction. It
could have been a mechanical failure, actuslly no one will ever Xnow.
The engineer checked our suxiliary tanks three times and ell our
gascline was in the main tanks, accessible to the engines. AL this
time I informed the crew of our condition and told them to get their
emergency equirpment together and stand by to bail out. I also in-
formed mnother ship in our Group of our position and bad him stand
oy for further radic calls, When we asrrived 30 miles south of Cape
Flesko (Celebes) one engine quit, followed in rapid succession by
two others,
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We started to descend from 8,000 ft. The gasoline
gauges indicated our tanks empty and the fuel pressure gauges
were at zero. 1 ordered the crew to ball out and informed
another ship in the formation what we were doing, I, then, bvailed
out myself. When 1 lelft everycne had gone. Lt. Fraderick Teucher,
our bombardier, was with Sam in the nose compartment and later in
the hospital told me substantlally the locllowing:

"Sgm and I helped each other get our eguipment on and
were ready to go when the bail cut alarm bell rang. Ve
planned on jumping together and thus staying in contact
later on the sea. We argued a short tims about who should
leave the ship Tirst and finally at Sam's Insisztance I weni
first. This was the last time I saw him."

From this point on I can no longer give you flacts and
only tell what I found out from other ¢rew members. My parachute
tore out four complete panels and my descent was very rapid and in
an uncontrelable spin, therefore, I canpot say that I counted the
number of chutes in the air perscnally. Two gunners, c¢lose together,
making normal descents, said that they counted the chutes twice and
all crew members were clear of the ship, with their chutes cpen.
Later in the night we managed to get together, seven men in fiwe
one-man 1ife rafts. Taucher was picked up separately after spending
arn uncomfortable nite by himself. & shark (or some Torm of Tish)
bit a large square from his raft and it was conly through the great-
est presernce of mind that he managed to keep afloat until he was
rescued 25 hours later, along with us , by an Air 3ea Hescue (ata-
1ina. {(The pilot of this Catalina was killed making a very similar
open sea Trescue about three months later off Pannay.)

So, Father, that is the whele story, three men were miss-
ing - Sam, the upper gurner Mclamsra and the radio operator Batten.
Frankly, I agree with the War Department and believe that they are
degd, I would not desire to arouse any hopes in Sam's family. A&s
the navigator he knew where he was and could have made it to tae
Celebss. I1f he did and the Jeps got him he would have turned up as
a P.0.W. or was killed by them. 1f he made it inte the mounteins
away from the Coast and Jeps the natives would know of his presence
and by now he would have been found by searcning parties of the Allies.
| I understand all these islands have been searched.] Ny cpinion is
(the I don't like to say it) that any of the above 1s highly im-
prohahle and I persconally feel that he was drowned. I, myself, lost
my life raft when I hit the water and know I would have drowned had
I pot landed near the cameraman who had a raft. 4 wvery thorough
seaTeh wes made of the area |1 believe standard practice is a 90
mile square) and if he had been in his raft 1 am sure he would have
been picked up.

These statements ere my opinions alone.and anything in this
letter does not necessarily reflect the views of the War Department.
Their scurce of irformation has been from us, the crew members.

There is no one who actually saw your brother after he left the ship.
411 the evidence is ecirsumstantial from that point on.



As I said before Sam was my friend and his loss is
deeply felt by all of us. He was a good soldier and a fine
MAT . ’

Tou may want to get other opinions from the remainder
o' the crew - I would think it a good idea. The two m en,
both Cathelics, that were close te Sam are Taucher the bombardier
and Eckstein the co-pilot. I am sure they would be glad to give
vou any information they possess.

Fredericlk Taucher Erwin J. Hekstelin
=217 - 1 Street 1108 Homeside Averus
Rock Springs Circinnati 24,

Uhio

Wyoming

Az 1 have said earlier I weuld like To narrate the
gbove in person to Sam's parents. Since this 1s impossible I
would be indebted to you if you would act as a liaiscn, with-
holding any of the asbove as vyou see it.

Thank you again for your very kind letter.

dincerely,

cﬁjﬁam

F.3. The scotty dogs was the insigna of the &72nd Sgdn.



