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vP51/a16-3 FIGHTING SQUADRON FIFTY-ONE

Serial: 0076 % Fleet Post Office,
San Franclsco, California,

SECRET 23 November 1944.

Commanding Officer, Fighting Squadron Fifty-One,
(Commander, Carrier Air Group Fifty-One),
To: Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleet.

Subject: Aircraft Action Report; 20 November through 22
November 1944.

References: ia; Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943,
b) Pacific Fleet Circular Letter 2 CL-44, dd. 1

Enclosure: (A) VF=51 Aircraft Action Report, 86=44, dd. 22
November 191&40 "Q:’"

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure
(A) is forwarded herewith,
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CominCh (1) Advance Copy, HW
CinCPac (2) Original & One (1) Copy
ComAirPac 1) Advance Copy

USS SAN JACINTO 1) Copy
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ENCLOSURE: (A)

aakbiid
X11,

At 0800 (1), sixteen (16) carrier based fighters of VFe5l took off
from the U.,8.8, Sall JACINTO at Letitude 10-00 N longitude 138-18 E, their
mission being to burm bivouac areas on GagileTomil Island, Xap Group, more
gpecifigally referred to on "Aly Target Map; prepared by &th Engineers
Topographical Battalion, USFPOA No. 741" as Areas § 187-K and L, # 188D
and B, # 200X and ¥, # 2044, Of these sixteen (16) plunes, fifteen (15)
wore armed with a one handred and fifty (150) gallon belly tank, £'1)led
with Napalm, in accordence with "Preliminary Instructional Notea for Uge
of Incendiary Mixer, Mark I Mod O, No., 44108.," The remaining plane uFel,
had the speeial mission of photographing the drops and assigned target areas,
and earried K 17 12" vertical, X 17 12" oblique and K 25 6 3/8 comeras,

The weather over the target, at the time of the atitack, was not well
suited for the operation, as heavy cumilus nimbus clouds, at eight hmdyrsd

(800) feet, prevented any comprehensive appraissl of the area pricr w the

Of the fifteen (15) attacking planes, four (4) were assigned area #
2MUhy four (4) wore assigned ¢ 188-D and E and # 202«X and ¥, and seven
(7) wore assigned aveas # 187 K and L. The s attacking area # 204~
Ay came in over the target on a course of g altitude one hundred and
fifty (150) feet, I.i.8. two hundred and fifty (250) knots, Of the four
(4) pilote, two 12) released manually, snd two (2) utiliszed toth alectyrie
and menusl release. All tanks fell in, or closely adjacent to, the assined
area, and all four (4) ignited. The area contained two (2) smell thatehed
ildings, of apparent native construotion, and one (1) tank, folling in
the neay vieinity of one (1) of these buildings, set it afire, resuliing
in a substantial and prolonged bleze. The other thyee (3) tanks burmed
mzmrmmi&;unx(é) minutes, The area was, for the -

The four (4) %mwmmﬁmnmx,m#mxm

X, attacked on course y altitude seventy-five (75) to ons mumdred (100)
foet, 1.4.5, threo mndred end twenty-five (325) knots, Two (2) tanks fell
in the area and ignited, but burned out in approximetely five (5) mimutes,
was"long®, lending in the water (Grid locetion 188 F) and failied
The "lang up” in gpite of the pilot's efforts to drep, using
A second run wae likewise
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ENCLOSURE (A)
3 Ve
X1X.

Seven (7) fighters attacked ayea # 187 K and L, the firet fowr (4)
making their runs on a course of 180°, altitude three hundred (300) feet,

1oAs8, threo hundred and thirty (330) knota, Two (2) tanks fell in the
target area, and burned, setting two (2) thatebed mtes afire, which flamed
for more than ten (10) minutes. OUme (1) tank "hung up" nomenterily and
then released, but the yesult was a "long" drep, landing appreximately one
hndred and fifty (150) yards South of the southern boundary of the ares
(Grid loeation 187 R). The NHapelm ignited, ut Lwrned out in five (%)
minutes. One drop was not observed, 7The planes strafed the cun positions,
South of the siretrip, (Grid locetion ¢ 174 B and C and # 187 V and W),

out these subgegquantly proved tw be empty.

The remaining theee (3) planes, which at d the same area, followed
the firet division, but ceme in on course 315", altitude one mmdred (100)

foet, 1.s.5, three hundred (300§ knots., One (1) tank fell on the northern
boundaxy of the area and one (1) drop was not observed, The third falled
to release, dogpite the pilot's usiog beth mamual and electyie controls,
However, when the pllot made a second run it dropped, falling "short® (Grid
location # 20l-K)., Both observed resulted in small fives, whdch
bwomed out in from four (4) to eix (6 B

o anti-alyorait fire was observed from any of the gun positions on
Gaglil-Tomil Island, nor was any air interception encountered,

HEPORT PIEPARED X APPIUOVED 15Xy
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Lieutenant, USHR, Commander, LN,
Al Officer, Vie5l, Commanding f{icer, VFe5l,
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