





U,5.S. FRANKLIN (CV13)

ENCIOSURE (4)

COLPOS

PART I

ITION OF OWN FORCES, MISSION, NARRATIVE, AND VEATHER SUMMARY

(A) TASK ORGANIZATION

(B)

(2)

1.

air support at Palau to support the capture and occupation of Pe

Augaur,

Task Units 38.4.1 Carrier Unit, Rear Admiral R, DAVISON

FRANKLIN (F) 1Cv
SAN JACINTO 1 CVL

Task Unit 38,4.1), Rear Admiral H.B. SALL.ADA

ENTERPRISE (F-ccD-6) 1cCv
BELIEAU 700D (Assigned, September 17, 1944) 1cvL

(b) Task Unit 38.4.2 Support Unit, Captain D,M, McGURL
BIIOXI (F) 06T
NE!/ ORLE:NS 1CA

(¢) Task Unit 38.4.3 Screen Unit, Captain E,G, FULLINWIDER
DesRon 6, Captain E. G, FULLINWIDER 9 DD
DesDiv 11 DesDiv 12
MAURY (SF) MUGFORD (F)

CRAVEN RALPH TALPBOT
GRIDIEY PATTERSON
HEIM B/\GLEY
McCALLL
DesDiv 24, Commander ,,J. GREENACRE 3 DD
WILKES (F)
NICHOLSON
S /ANSON
MISSION

To strike Yap, Ulithi, and Palau and reconnoitre Ngulu,

To previde
leliu and
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WEATHER SUMMARY

On the 6th, 8th, 12th through the 18th of September, flying
conditions were mainly average to good, "Weathepr” during these days
consisted of small squalls caused by minor fronts,

Pronounced squalliness oeccurred on the 7th, caused by a front in
the Yap areca, Frequent small squalls oecurred all day in the vicinity
of the ship, However, each strike encountered average flying eonditions
over the target,

The most significant weather occurred on the 9th, 10th and 11th,
A strong front moved northward across the operating area during this
time, Its position at 1630 (Local Time) on the 9th was across Halmahera,
northeast to 8°N , then east through the Carolines, Conditions detere
iorated steadily on the 10th, 'The first strike (at dawn) reported aver-
age conditions over the target, but each succeeding strike reported more
and more pronounced frontal activity between the ship and the target, By
late afternoon the squalls had become large and frequent, Ceiling and
visibility dropped to near 400 feet and 1/2 mile, This type weather con-
tinued through the next daye Squall activity diminished over the target
in the afternoon, but increased to a maximum intensity from 1500 to 1700
around the ship, The front passed the ship at this time and was accomp=
anied by exceptionally heavy, black squalls and thunderstorm activity,
Severe turbulenee was reported by pilots during this time, Conditions
over the target as reported by pilots varied from "bad - rainy = hagy"
in the forencon to average by mid afternoon,

Visibility was good to excellent except for the following  two
periods, 9th through 1lth: - extremely variable 5 to 10 miles, in
frequent squalls zero to 1/2 mile, 12th and 13th: 5 to 12 miles,
moderate haze below 2000 feet,

Surface winds up to the 8th were S to W, 4 to 15 knots, 9th through
the 12th, SW, 15 to 20 knots prevailed, diminishing gradually to 7 knots
by midnight of the 13th, After this light variable winds with frequent
calms prevailed,

Light seas except moderate on the 9th through the 12th prevailed,
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CHRONOLOGY AND TRACK CHART

o September 194/ (Zone minus 9 time)

FRANKLIN and other units of Task Group 38,4 took departure this day from
Saipan Island for the Yap and Ulithi Island area, In the afternoon, FRANKLIN
provided a pre-sunset ASP.

0000 Anchored in Saipan Anchorage, Marianas,

0900 Two Japanese prisoners of war were transferred to the custodr of
Commander Task Force 59,

1432 Underway from Saipan in company with Task Group 38,4,

1458 Course 230 (t), speed 15 knots,

1515 Formed cruising dispesition 5-R as follows: U.S.S. SAN JACTNTO, GOOC;
U.S.S. ENTERPRISE, 2.5060; FRANKLIN, 245300; U.S.S, NEI QRLEANS, 4335
U.S.S. BILOXI, 4225; screening destroyers on circle 6. ixis of heavy
ships 230 (t).

1531 Catapulted ASP.

1547 Commenced zigzagging, Plan 6, USF 104,

1712 Recovered planes of ASP,

6 September 1941

Enroute from Saipan to Yap Island area. 1In the forenoon of this day,
FRANKLIN provided the first and third CAP and ASP. In the afternoon, a
fighter sweep against Yap Island was launched,

0000 Course 230 (t), speed 18 knots, zigzagging, Plan 6.
0452 First CAP and ASP were launched,
0820 Recovered first CAP and ASP,
1122 Launched third CAP and ASP,
1251 Ceased zigzageging; changed course to 235 () and speed to 25 knots,
1305 Launched 18 V@ fighter sweep against Yap Island,
1317 Changed course to 215 (t) and speed to 18 knots; resumed zigzagging,
%223 geco:dereg planes of third ASP and CAP. )
€ased zigzagging; changed course to 320 (t .
1640 Recovered fighter sweep; all planes returned.
1643 Changed course to 180 (t).
1740 Changed course to 125 (t).
1832 Resumed zig .
2126 Changed speed to 17 knots,
2130 Changed course to 230 £t}



7_September 125_11

Operating in area east and seutheast of Yap Island this day, FRANKLIN
provided one fighter sweep and three deck-load strikes against Yap; also,
three TCAP's and one ASP and CAP. 1In the evening, the Task Growp retired to
the east of Yap,

0000 Course 270 (t), speed 17 knots, zigzagging, Plan 6.

0458 Bombardment group consisting of U.S.S, BILOXI, U.S.S. NEW ORLEANS, and
screening destroyers were detached to carry out bombardment of Yap,

0500 Changed course to 255 () and speed to 22 knots,

0524 Launched 12 VF fighter sweep against Yap,

0527 Changed course to 125 (t) and speed to 18 knots.

0600 Changed course to 220 (t) and speed to 22 knots.

0609 Launched strike ABLE. Launched 4 VF, 12 VB,

0626 Changed course to 040 (t) and speed to 18 knots,

0635 Rotated fleet axis to 220 (t).

0656 Catapulted first TCAP.

0725 Changed course to 020 (t) and speed to 26 knots.

0747 Launched strike BAKER. Launched 7 VF, 16 VB, 4 VT.

0813 Recovered planes of strike ABLE and first TCAP. All airplanes returned,

0924 Catapulted second TCAP.

1011 Launched strike CHARLIE. Launched 11 VF, 12 VB, 6 VT,

1037 Recovered planes of strike BAKER. All airplanes returned.
1041 Changed course to 170 (t) and speed to 23 knots,

1208 Changed course to 260 (t) and speed to 30 knots,

1210 Launched CAP and ASP,

1231 Recovered planes of strike CHARLIE. All airplanes returned.
1245 Changed course to 130 (t) and speed to 15 knots,

144 Changed course to 325 (t) and speed to 25 knots.

1445 Launched third TCAP,

1448 Recovered CAP and ASP and second TCAP.

1500 Bombardment group rejoined formation,

1543 Changed course to 230 t) and speed to 18 knots.

1725 Changed course to 320 t) and speed to 23 knots.

1729 Recovered third TCAP,

1738 Changed course to 122 (t) and speed to 18 knots. Resumed zigzagging.
2100 Changed course to 020 (t) and speed to 17 knets.

8 September 1944

In the area south and southeast of Yap Island this day, FRANKLIN launched
two strikes against Yap and provided three TCAP!'s and one Lifeguard cover, In

the evening, the Task Group retired to the south of Yap,

0000 Course 020 (t), speed 17 knots, gging, Plan 6.
0100 Changed course’top;” (t). i &y 2
0416 Ceased zigz ol Mg

OLL6 Changed course to 300 (t) and speed to 30 knots.

0527 i-tauri;hed atrilnaABIEaga:lthapandmAP. 1, VF, 12 VB, and 8 VT in
riKe, -~

0530 Bombardment group was detached.




8 September 19L4

0535 Sighted Yap Island bearing 320 (t), distance 30 miles,

0536 Changed course to 160 (t) and speed to 18 knots.,

072 Changed course to 300 (t) and speed to 24 knots,

0732 Catapulted planes of Lifeguard cover, :

0812 Launched strike BAKFR, Launched 11 VP, 12 VB, 5 VT,

0839 Recovered strike ABLE., All planes returned.

0906 Changed course to 120 (%) and speed to 18 knots.

0913 Rotated fleet axis to 300 (t).

1000 Changed course to 300 (t) and speed to 26 knots.

1008 Catapulted second TCAP, o o l DECLASSIFIED

1044 Recovered strike BAKER. planes returned, A >

1100 Recovered first TCAP, Antiosity. NP 7.;_5{33_

1115 Bombardment group rejoined formation, ’ B‘\ﬂ'ﬂ NARA Date /// /O i

1120 Changed course to 135 (t) and speed to 18 knots. = (O

1302 Changed course to 295 (t) and speed to 23 knots,

1330 Recovered planes of Lifeguard cover and second TCAP,

1342 Changed course to 135 (tg and speed to 18 knots.

1502 Changed course to 315 (t) and speed to 21 knets,

1504 Catapulted third TCAP.

1529 Changed course to 183 (t) and speed to 18 knots.

1725 Changed course to 350 (t) and speed to 25 knots,

1745 Recovered planes of third TCAP, One plane failed to return, Pilot -
Ensign R. E. Slingerland, was last seen in life raft southwest of Yap,

1748 Changed course to 180 (ts

9 September 1944

On this date, FRANKLIN and other units of Task Group fueled in area
South of Yap Island. Task Group 30,8 and Task Group 38.4 rendezvoused early
in the morning and fueling operations continued until early afternoon, 1In
the evening, Task Group 38.4 was enroute to the Palau Islands. The second CAP
and ASP were provided by FRANKLIN,

0000 Course 180 (t), speed 17 knots,

0200 Changed course to 270 (t).

0300 Changed course to 000 ().

0620 Changed course to 090 (t) and speed to 12 knots,

0650 Rendezvous with Task Group 30.8 completed,

0730 Commenced fueling from U.S.S. PATUXENT,

0845 Catapulted 8 VP and 4 VT for rescue search and CAP and ASP.
1010 Completed fueling,

1033 Changed course to 270 (t) and speed to 15 knots,

1150 Recovered 4 VF of search group,

1244 Recovered CAP and ASP,

1312 Changed course to 245 (t),

1409 Recovered 1 VT and 1 VF replacements,

1,15 Changed course to 240 st).
1454  Changed course to 030 t) and speed to 20 knots,

1537 Changed course to 350 (t)o
1630 Changed speed to 17 knots,
1737 Changed course to 245 (t),
2330 Changed course to 280 (tg
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15 September 1944

On this day FRANKLIN, operating west of Palau Islands, sent five suppoert
groups, one pre-How hour strike, and three MCAP's against the islands. In
the evening, the Task Group retired to the southwest of the islands,

0000 Course 050 (t), speed 18 knots, zigzagging, Plan 6.

0500 Commenced steaming on various courses and at various speeds te conform
with point option, course 220 (t), speed 5 knots.

0656 Catapulted first MCAP.

0711 %aunched pre~How hour strike of 7 VF, 5 VB, and support BAKER of & VF,

: VB, 7 VT.

0835 Launched support CHARLIE of 8 VB, 8 VT, and second MCAP,

0848 Recovered pre-How hour strike. All planes returned.

1002 Launched support DOG of 5 VB,

1023 Recovered planes of support BAKER and first MCAP., All planes returned.

1203 Recovered support CHARLIE and second MCAP., All planes returned,

1259 Recovered support DOG. All planes returned.

1633 Launched support HOW of 8 VF, 2 VB, and third MCAP, 2 VF(N).

1815 Recovered support HOW. All planes returned.

2004 Recovered third MCAP, All planes returned except 1 VF(N) which crashed
into water, Pilot rescued by destroyer,

2010 Course 270 (t), speed 18 knots, zigzagging, Plan 6.

2131 Changed course to 060 (t).

16 September 1944

Operating west of Palau Islands this day, FRANKLIN provided one pre=-
George hour strike, three support missions, three MCAP!'s, and one routine
patrol. In the morning, FRANKLIN fueled two destroyers. Retirement this
day was to the south of the Palau Islands.

0000 Course 060 (t), speed 18 knots, zigzagging, Flan 6.

0500 Commenced steering various courses and speeds to conform to point option
of course 180 (t), speed 5 knots.

0535 Launched MCAP #1 and routine patrols.

0550 Commenced fueling U.S,S. McCALL.

0555 Sighted island of Babelthuap bearing .25 (t), distance 30 miles.

0653 Completed fueling destroyer.

0721 Launched pre-Gearge hour strike, 12 Vi, ) V3. 4 VT, ana supnort BAKER,
8 VF and 4 VB.

0744 Commenced fueliag U,S.S. BAGLEY.

0820 Completed fueling destroyer,

0847 Launched support CHARLIE, 7 7B, 2 VT, ari MCAP #2,

0852 Recovered MCAP #. and routine patrols.,

1009 Launched supnert DOG, 4 VT, and MCAP #3.

Recovered pre-Gzorge hour strike and support BATER  All planes returned.
Recovered MCAP #2.
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