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| EERDQUARTERS, ARMY ATR FORCES
WASHTEGTON 25, D. C. |

October ‘18, 1944

SUBJECT:  Second Lieuxenan* Walter E. Ball, 0&90310
370th Bomb Squadron,
¥issing in Astion 13 July 1944,
Later raported Killed in lction ;3 Jualy 1944.

Coumnnding Genaral, Thirtaanth Air Force, A.P.0. 719,
c/o Postmaster, Sen Francisco, California..

1., This headquarters is in receipt of a request for de-
tails conc=arning the circumstances under which the subject
named wzs reported. mtzs:ug (in action) on the date shown.

2. A search of ’chf-'r racords of this 1eadquarters 1ndlcates
that a Missing Air Crew Revort, as required by 2.G.0. letter,
23 ¥ay 1643, (aG 360,33 (4-21—43)09-‘:—)&'—#), has not been re-
ceived 4o 49-}-4: iry this caose, T+ dis Mq‘&."“"tEd, +hnt J-h.-h: roport
be forwsrded with the least practicable delay.

For the Commending Geoneral: ;i

Ev ‘\q ap 3&‘

”"102‘, Jl—- G- no, ®
Chizf, Notification Branch,

Perscnal Affairs Bxyisicn, ;
hssistant Chief Mr S5taff, Personnel.
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‘BASIC: Ltr, Hg AA¥, Washington 25, D.C., 18 Oct 44, Subj: 24 L& v
: Wa.lter E. Ball 0696:510 3’?01;11 Bom‘b Sq, i‘-ﬂ.saing 1n Action 13

s g e mmr wary

. . 4G 201 - BALL, VALTER E. (6) 1st Tnd. - of fucd
“} Hnmmmms '.'LBIR’.!.'EN'EE AIR FORCE, APO 719, 9 Dscem'bar 1944,
TG: Gommanaing General Far East Ar Forces, AFO 925,

1. .M;tentiun invited to copy of Casuslty Report No. 59, “md«-
gquartery 307*!:}; Bunnarﬂmnnt Group, 27 July 194, ( (Inclosure ﬂ)e which
zives dstalls concerning circumstances under uhich aubject oificer woe
reported Killed 1n Astion.

2+ A missing Alr Crew Revort was not submitted in this case.

For the Commanding Semeral:

PEYTON G. BEVITT "
Colonel A%D R
Adjutant Geneyal

i Iﬁﬂla

s A Casualty Eepori #59, Hq 307th Somd Gp,
7 B w/4 inclosures,

A 201 ~ Fal , ‘slter Z, {Ofr) 24 Ind
HEADLUARTERS, PAR 2457 Ald FOKCES, 4PO 925, 3 DEC 1044
(L g

TC: Jommnding Uaneral, USAFFZ, APO 501,

For the Commanding Teneral:
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Cammlty Remrt;‘.‘?ﬁzmoer 5‘3, ‘ (*3&%%}

Connand"':g u”‘ﬂ&”“&l Headam:r*am ’ _’E- er :,saat Air Forcss, .E.PO #92'.-

' ln comulmncef ,wiiﬁv ’{egulatmnr hmber :;5-45, Hnadnuarters, Fer
.t’dr T‘meeb, itPD 9/9, 21 June 1944, tae m'{ om.nb 1e]~ort is su’bmt'hed' I
. &s '_T Fne fqllowing namaa of‘f= cars. anq enlisr,ed mm, previouﬂ?'
repm-tna .on Baitle' Cagiglty” Repm*b ’hmber ‘V.., :bh"s nnadauarter , date 14
o Jaly 1944 aa«imiasing in actn.on on 13 _ )
21y 1630, 14 <duly-1944 by a V.53
 at this base; at: epproximately- 1030, 25 July 3.%1,' : "‘he tm:a enlisted :_qg
“were imrediately-edmitted to the 58th vaouation Houspital, APO. JBZL i
) :Liare, grade, am ser..a.-_ ntmher :md raoe"' L
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~ Assistant Enginser Cw:mq ;(7@8) S : :
). ‘Radid” Gpera“o" Curer {’3”:7} o : o
(/p) ‘,!!ype and cﬁagzﬁa af ccoealiy, “aad uhare'ahd ‘mw incurmd
; Fey “The ‘above listed: *e:rson.ml whe' wore, mparted wigs
in-action on’il13 Ju.w ‘i?!.z,, wore ragoued and: ry mrn to. military contr
25 July, 1944 - The: i’nl'lowiag diagnoses were made by  Hadical Officery: R
58th £vpcuation Hospital at the tike patiam“,s 628 8 -t_‘ha:!_.-, ;Bridses we"m
- sustained in water Iam]ing and sunbien a:za *eimsum are = msul“of the
" time v.::}e:ﬂ" in the LLfe ratbas ~ v . i
S HEE ! heapitalisad, *e‘hmmﬁ to duty hmdjﬂtﬁl}f.
dm et hospitalived, returned So duty lnmediately,
: '{cs Lucersted wound of lor nand; ,estimated« noaprhial—
! iration ~' Pifteen {1 7). days. . -
(@) ¥ ltiple lacsrsiiony - £ vight thigh, right Z{ag, and: =:‘-‘
: 1*1., Jeg; ostincted ras'gt:\m.!_iwt.ian - l'h"rﬁv (w}uuws;. £
.1')549 of reseus: 14 duly 14, 50 iy gt
hirgiane Vo, J;,&-Aﬂ&ca& "Hr,r.. L—-g.&.f.
“Line of Ditys “XaE, T o T
Hizcondiwe® ‘atatus: o, i
Plvimr gtabus and » reronmiiiend mtir
fﬁ} {-‘3 - I‘ﬁm; " )




adaras,stgn. emrgenay- dwsgaes
,(“otr:er) 1634 Fou)"ﬁbﬂ_.a‘vaa,i .

: Oak';l.and Cal-i ?DJ.‘H.LH. . SRaA

(h) Wre Vera T 15 f.%:flll {m'ther), Ra

e Illmoi... .

;,-Wasbmghem “ of -

S f’,.rs. Jean: Imes ;Jl.:.e),

s I_»ogan, Ohid; . Sy e Vel e
_ - J g, lxsted t;l.t”&&x‘& anﬁ-- enl*ated.. men :the ;sems- nling

M P hienhare: -off origimal“czfew,raportea ‘agiEissing in action: on Ba

. Report HMumbar 543 “this | eadquarters,. dated 14 July 19&1(., .are. cimnged‘“bo "’sg
e g Tl status. oﬁ-kﬂied An.action asof 13, Ju._y ‘192’;.!,,:_ bécause ot the :tmpu,obabiiity‘
7 0. of thelir gtd1F being -alive, -as subwtanuaataqi by _the attgched stateaﬁnts ob-

"ua:med from 'bhe rsons 1~esmusad . 2 1
: RSN () b BT ar‘rt. ae;lalzqumbar and race Ao it
r & J&LI' -"’A.I&m !b.’ gnﬂtitt) 0"'696310 ﬁﬂ.j'»eu i
k3 /'('iﬂ’ a..P.PSﬁP’. TAYTE 1., 2nd It 6—‘?62%8 wh:a,‘ i
ViAe)  Zeltmand, "Ra,,rmoml J.5 32798314, S/sg {-,., whi
Corley, Thomas LA Sgt.,’"’B&G'?‘}_lSC}, wh.te."

'“%G,___f.nd noen; JIon R.
ant ' -,-:39543170, white,

ey Sgt.ﬁ’ﬂ,

A ~and idegrea oi?.ca lty;,

4 mﬁ‘mw :i.n action -,{C':asua
4.255/1’ abcmt 73 m#..lea narthwesu of Sorpl-Island..; 113
combat mission cwrgma. : a::ga‘k ae bg
and et Shat time mo. troubleiwas amcmnte, i
20 mr shell and’ 'bljnlls neceasit tated feathoring of
;,engme %as hit Yy 1.9 fire and begaw Yo win
- shot out by 2¢ mm fere and “the prop ran'aray 37
g shot out with thm- hit, - At this point, $he’ pTa‘naa‘bﬁgan a4
: . .about 1000 feet per. miﬁuw. “A ymater lammg wes ' mado i
; C T 20'H - 1399131 and the plnne broke in half, ‘Ifha g
B was slanding on ito nose, submerged up to the traifile
nith the f mel’:aga troken.sotevhere. around. & 6. realil 4
turret, The plane sank ai“wr abont dae ._mi‘t!s £




call
“*naﬁa nf cdsualny- ; '13 July 191;4. _
i ﬁ'plam_ mmber 54-40609, tvpe 3-2&3’. ,

ra’ﬂus and a ronau'tsical ratir g 50
] ?l'O't'..-‘-'-'- )
fb}--,--?[eﬂ" Borﬁb‘.'f'ﬁlior i
T {c) through"'{f) ot AU N SR L S s o
. (10) " Award.pays Nove. . - - - ; BETRY et
5 (12}, Name .‘rela.tianslup an ddress of emer' ney. gdﬁmsaaés': o
i i (g a)l M Walter E. Ball (Father)).525 Third ave,, Altonna, ?a,,‘
(b) M Willdam' S, S:.mgsoqf(Father) e 207__.'.;ght Ave., oY
“vAltoons, Pa., .. " :
(c) s Yary. Zeltiann. (rfother), 18 T.xcicscsv Piaca, Hicks- ST
'V:IJJ.B, ueﬂ VGI?JC; T . e
(@) . trs ¥ary H. corley. C'ﬁ’ife) L -‘oute #2 ch#:&l&
“Wintervi ZL‘le, Tortn Carclina, :
(e} s Kate, Cle.mannan (!sbthei‘), 16 Ghn.con S'l‘.., Austin
Te:ms. ;
(;P) “Ifg. Rosa 1. vak (Wif ‘}5, ‘48!,4- bran&'
. Lc»ﬂ Jlng?.*Es G‘.l:'.fornigﬁ A

For +he Cozmanding Gi‘a...cer
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Incl A B’En‘be _i: S/Sgh Pim::. on, *
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IR had héett bus ._up * ,about’"awo hinutes, befofe '_ b the yater.™ = -
At this *&im I'rea,l;z ed. that T still had, . fl&}:. su*- : srachite harness
“just; sy d-;}my‘ harneqs cf"'_._‘ : C d; see ‘nLa'& we

‘ a:r:nor *plata behi“nrl:‘bhe pj_:[o‘tf_asat:. higy
could feal _jthe wa“ber around T8

ol ¢ _ _ orgotten to unsafetjthe
"cb"'d's, '\ : ;ﬂ'O‘b .them 1nqsened
. after T eame" Dy { : :
anouﬁ tvro mim ‘s’ : Sslstant engineer
wh:.ch came o’lrb of. uhe wais‘b. T
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"Gaptéin, 4,G.D.,
"Asat .5.6.3.‘ Gen,
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A R - on 13 Jul:y* 1944, T occum.ed 1y wu,al nositiou during comba’r. oi rig!zt - L
T s -waist gunner. About 15 mmrl‘.as bafore the plane wa di‘hched,. I went ‘fo'the
o .:_L,gnh -dack to send a message, Failing in. t‘zia, fue: Jo the, :r.ac-a that the

8. g o3 antenng wag. shot off, TI.returned to my pssi‘binﬁ after ghou’ ten mimrtes,

R - piﬂlot,, co—pﬂot naw.gator ‘gnd eng:.neer were fomgrxi at 'bhat t:me R
gy _nev.er saw ‘the pilo'h,or “the engineer again,. '_ g T LN _-:J’*." : k ?";-: -",

: At the 'hn.menoi‘ 'ﬂi‘bch:mg, I Was at u;y gun 1:10511';1011. : T‘r;a ta.hl ’cu:m:-et g
oo ‘.__;gunner ‘was in his'turret and the bcma;.ru*er, nose turret, ball tnrz-'e’c. anﬂ” “;;‘

y oen left walst gunhers. were. sa_t'l.::.ng on the step i‘orward of: the ‘ball & e
¢ i Since-I- vias" ‘rendered. unconcious in-the erash, T do net know what' ‘happaned A4S R

fiats ot 2 Bobostbemys, fhat only one. seen.by mé afier:that was: the“tail turret gunper who
TR - Y was in ‘the water.. near me some fifty foet from the wrecked plaue. . ‘The plane
B - . floated abm.rt two minutes. -T"do-not Lnow fort cortain’ ‘what happened to '!:.he

- O‘r,her s:x men ’aut wcm...d judge thﬂy vfen" down with the wrec}cage
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S0 w700 13 July 1944, T was in my ‘burret and since the interphone wes cut’

B - Ihddno idea of the difficulties encouiitered by my plane, 'The fimst I - = ..

B . lmewwe vexe in trouble vwas when wo fell.off on'a wing and lost altitude. © |, i
® . Iwas too busy trying to £ix my turret to inquirsmbotit what wad going.om. - .

e

e £inally went into the water and the sext thing T. knew, I was Struggling .= °
‘to stey up, having been thrown clear of sthe plane, The ohly men that I saw .

%, . v oblisr than those rescued, was the bull wrret gumer. He was holding pn o’ ' (
© . the tail section and went down'with it.’ it-is impossible for me to account’. .
S Gy dor any othera o bhe emew, i Lgen oo TEGD RN L AR R '
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