June 20, 2007

Uean i'n. Batien,

Thank you forn youn necent letten. Sadly, J muwst infonn you that my hus-
band, Fred Tauchen, died last Uct., 6, and J have no infommation reganding youn
brothen.

when J was wniting my husband's obituany, J went through papers and ordens
sent 2o Fred jrom villard Strain, 1508 Sug Gap Road, Dalton, Ga. 30720-5009.

J Zhink iin. Strain was a pilot in anothen plane in he sane ain group.  Jn one
o/ his lettens, he states that he had become aware of the existence of a 307k
BLomb Group Asan., Jnc. which he subsequently joined. fle unged Fred o Join (he
didn'2) and said he had a dist of all the members uho did. I enclose a plctune
and a copy of an article that appeared in one of the association's quantendy
newaletiens that . 3. sent to Fred. The article is lnon #he diany of Vernon
flinak who is from my husband's honetoun, Rock Springs, Wy The last J haard he
was Living in Finedale, iy,

Fred, in the pasi, mentioned some of his crew membens. He egpecially
Liked Lt. Traendly and wasclose #o Lt Vahlen. The incident in the book "The
Long Rangens” differs fnom what J was odd when J fins met Fred at #he linivensity
of wWyoning. fle and a friend of his, Lon Shillings (his dad was the Indian agent
at Fi. Washakie nean Landen, ily. ) toldd re that Shillings was a crew menben in
the rescue (atalina and that Fred was the last penson docated. Aften bailing out
of Zhe disabled plane, Fred had landed some distance from the nest of the crew,
the seanch was poing o be abandoned, but it was he, Shillings, who insisted
/f/lleé,{ /éee/) looéa.'ng, and because of his ef{ons, Fred's Li.;fe was saved. S/zbu,éndo,d
was a anart aleck, and J never knaw whethen the stony was tactual on a qood wan
atony Zodd 2o impress me. Regandless, it becane part of fanidy lone, and the
exenpt fnon iinak'a diany seens to confinn his atorny. I don't know Shidlings
address but the /. of tyo. Alumni office might have it.

Ve wse 20 exchange (hrishnas cgnds with Frwin fekatein. 9 #hink lidland
Stnain stidl does. J have neven met il 5. but he seens like a pood Guy, enthus-
Lastic and interesting, and mipht be helpful assisting you in the information
éwu Aee/e.

Sonry, J can'z be of mone help, but J wish you the best in youn endeavon.

SJ_'nce/zeléz,

z’?:’a/zgg,a/ze,t Tauchen



