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580 707,
05,57 04 (25 Lo o LO) 25 Tebruary 1946.

oUdltC: Changing wtatus of Personnel.

'O : The adjutant Gererzl, washington 25, D. C.
1. 0On 15 july 1944, while flying in a tight formation, on

a bembing raid to Yup Island, . two B-24J's crashed togeitler in mid-
air, eiplcded and fell burning. =sir crews of the two planes, missing
since the nid-air collision are as follous:

alr crew of B-24i, Aul serial number 42-73119

Pilot bLiederich, anthony V. 2nd Lt C 097 342
Co-Iilot Pemeroy, wobert . Znd it C 708 215
uavigator Garrett, Lugene w. Znd Lu G 768 251
bonbardier sexanics, andrew 2nd Lt 0 703 4C2
Lngineer Seller, Aenneth . Sluet 32 762 GC7
mnginecr rundley, Clint D, Cpl 38 135 23
nadio Oper. Jacobs, sobert ¥. S50t 33 733 €15
Radio Oper. keynolds, Charles I'. Cpl 37 676 896
Gunner Dunbar, Joln G. Jr. Czl 37 540 207
Gunner Crowley, ..iliam I. Sz 16 0C4 G52 B
by b rTootAn S0 St Hae =
Photo wiocres, william o, Sgt 36 647 6CH o
20
=ir Orew of B-247, .AF serial nunber 44-40555 Eg
=
Pilot hvlor, Ulna k. 1st Lt C 803 306 =
CGo-Filot Ganid, i 3 . 2nd It 0 696 746 :2
navigntor Prindipe, Joseph L. 1st It 0 689 581 o
) Bombardier Rowan, walter . 1st It 0 673 904 =
ingineser Vetrecin, :lickael G. Jr. T/Sgt 15 320 307 -
Engineer ifilier, Buben O, S/set 15 323 660 b
nedio O.er.  feefe, Fiancis A. 5% 11 116 730 ‘
Radio U s, tters, william w. Jr. o/Set 13 168 122
Gunner Litcheock, Jumes .. 5/8 t 39 256 020
Gunner Dickerson, Clarence . S5t 35 L42 185

Observer karder, Charles J. F/0 T 124 507

191SS0d Ad0D 1534



GLanP 7C4 (25 ¥ub 46) Diederich, snthony F. 2nd Lt oubj:
Changing otatus of Personnel.

1le Tollowing inforration is submitted relative to
changing tle status of t..e two air cerews: '

4, The nttached eyewitness aceount by Col. George L.
arw., 39 005 o84, describes the collision.

b. No search was made immediately because of eneny
Opposition, .but since the .ncident occurred, waters in that
area huve bteen thoroughly searched,

¢. Lelturelly, the possibility of survival is very
glight and the ouinion of the reviewing officer, 24 Lt nobert
L. weod, as expressed on "Aeview of ilissing aircrew Data' sub-
riitted by tite 13th wir IForce Leadquarters, is that both air
crews are "dewd".

2. Therefore, in view of tle above inforriation and

attached irnclosure, it is recomr.ended that the two airerews
be found dead, under provisions of the .iissing Persons act,
as amended,

Tor the Comriandine General:

Sandid e UnLIiBLDER
wajor, a. G. D,
#33istant ..djutnat General

1l Inel-
l. syewitness description of crash,.

BEST Copy POSSJBL"
E
POOR QUALITY ORIGINAL,



UoN nIni%asY GUVLHWLLAT UNLT, ¥a?

Po=-2(1)/tne © IaVY 4230614, c/o
oeriul: Yo PO T A, b FowaCIoUy, CaLIF.
13 tiareh 1947,
2TOnR: The Comuanding urficer.
To: neadyuarters United States srmy Forces,
(liddle Pacific, ~.-0-G58,
Via: (1) Island Comnender, feleliu, Lavy 73252.
(2) Coru.mnder .urianas.
oubjsct: Casualty Infornmation,
Reference: {a) Ltr. ng. -~uxdSaC. Pacific Theater, Gowill 7C45,
Lubj/ Ussualty Information, 1 Nov. 1GL6.
(b) L0703 265 (1 Wov. 1646) 3rd End. (5-15 Feb. 47),
¥nzlosure; () Your letter and endorsements uuoted in Her, {a) and (b).
1. In accordance with your request in references {e) and (b)
a2 thorough search has been conducted for information concerning the bodies
of the missing air crewncn und the ssarch was negative.
24 1l known groves of Anerican fliers on this island have re-

cently been exhuried, complete data and identification collected und the re-
mains forwarded for burial to Pelsliu. '

By In addition to this there has been conducted a thorough in-
guiry o natives who might have infornation in regard to this specific czse
and this also iias produced no evidence,

tiaie HELDY -
By Direction

v

LUcY




I-.JL';J‘.E} U LL - l.".-l‘.!TJ ) J:j_ L .UJ

I500u/ro liavy 3252
Fleet Post Uffice
Serial: 456 San Francisco, Gelifornia
FIno m.DURDn, Lt to 3 aApril 1947,

U"IEJL\M:J:GU, Yap ltl"., our, 93
dtd 13 Larek 1G47.

frori: Island Comnander, Peleliu.
To Leadquarters United Stutes army Forces, :liddle Pacific,
LP0-958,
Subject: Casualty Information.
1. Forwarded directly.

L. 0. TFua.

LurY



Tibia ) ;u':’:; Ao
AL IGa G Voo aunbIs'n Tl RV ICH adiin OuwlIND
PaCIyIC L. T

13 /hma®

A0 77
1 .L\J.OV z'.(:'
GS.aa. 70405 _ s: 1 Jan 47
SUBJ.U'T:  Qasualty Information
TO . . uartermaster, United States army Forees, iliddle

Pacific, «P0 958 )
attn: 1ilD-PaC sector Gr.ves Registraticn Orficer

1. Your attention is invited to inclosure,.

2. It is requested that records your headyuarters be reviewed
te determine whetler the remains of subject airecrew are interred as
knowns or possible unknowns in a cenetery under your jurisdiction
and a report of Tindings be forwarded witli rsturn of this corres-
pendernce.,

P

'Ok Til COlhdnwDIWNG OFXICER:

A L. 0cCLOLIY
Major, . il. C.
kxecutive UTficer
1 Inecl: )

Cpy Ltr hg afibolal, AP0 707, dtd 25

Yeb 4b, Tile Gu.n® 704, subj: Chunging

Status of Persomnel, re: Diederich,

snthony ., (097342 - terder, Churlss J.

P AL567, wil 1nel,




, wubj: Casualty Infor-

N

Ltr, Ly, «xwaC, Pacific Theatir, Goqis 704,
mation, 1 dov Lo

VPY i 293 11 w0V 46) 1st Ind 9 dov 1546
headquarters Unitcd States arny Forees, liddle Pacific, AP0 953
Tu: Coruvanding feneral, United States irmy Forces, hestern Pacd iz,
AFC YO
ATRLTIVH:  Guartermaster (Cen GR wsc 3r)
Search of reecrds in this headguarters reveals ne information
pertaining to wir crew of bL-247, w4F serisl number 42-73119 and air

crew cf b-Z4Jd, 4% serial liumber 44-40555,

For Lk GO sl GiiAnl:

he O, T XClwR

Lt Colonel, aGD

" a5st sdjutant Gensral
1 Inel

n/z
JZ/vd=

Ghiuid 293 2nd Ind S5: 21 Feb 47
LanaD Urelonais, om0 et VeS SeUInlinn 0T un onnVilh alms COMLLLND
POWIC wrnwnMn, ~50 7C7, 21 Lecember 1946
7o ! Quarteriaster, united States army Foroes iliddle Pacific,

L LLPAC sector Graves egistration Officer
[ ]

1. It is reyuested that a search be conducted on Yap Island
and vicinity for remczins of subjuct air crews,

2. JThere is & possibility that renains washed up on beach
in subject area and interrogution of the natives ray reveasl infor-

metion whisl will «id in the location and recovery of remains.

P T CUuw-NLTG URFICHR:

A, L. HeCLOOAEY p

: wmdjor, w. il. C. A B
1 Incl: =n/c - pxccutive Officer Q&§§%§%&§§“

Cury qgéb



Ltr, L:q, sGiwal, Pacifie Theater, Gi..1i 704.5, bubj: Casualty
Inforrmation, 1 mov. 4b

1Y L 205 (1 dov 4b) 3rd Ind (8-15 Teb 47)
headguarters United States ~rmy Forces, ifiddle Paeit'ie, aPO 9543
TJ: Ceormander western Carolines, nuvy o. 3014,

For coripliance with preceding indorssnent and return of
corrcspondence to this hLeadquarters.

U T Gl Tol Glintealsd

We e dDnkbOn
wajor, all
£83% 4dj Gen
1 Incl
n/e

CurY
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Deternination of btetus, Cases 23475,

Cornwender-in-Chief

#P0 50C, c¢/o Postnaster
san rrancisco, California

1. <he attachcd report of casualty iuxfornation was received in
ard is beil,g Torwarded to ;our corriand in the hope that

this off'ice,

T

Ll

29 October 1947

ATR Ln1l

~03/mh/5C436/8475

it may be of assigtancz in deternining the status of the following named
£1IT Corps pnersoni.el, who departed from their base in the adniralty Islands,

on 15 Jjuly 1944, on a combat rilssion to Yap Isl:
’ 2|

2. uissi
Dlane ;:44-40555

Missing Air Crew Henort 36923, identifies the crew members of pi
#ah-4C555 ns followa:

Ist L
2nd Lt
1st Lt
st L
T Sgt

] D[__'t

omn Lo

L OET

rati.ony r. Diederich
atbert w, Soncroy
nLugens u. Garreit
andrew Sckanics
Fennsth w. Seiler
Clint D. Lundley
wobert ¥. Jacobs
Charles ¥, Reynolds
sehn 0. Durbar, Jr,
Villiam &, Crouley
willianm ¥, iloores

Ulna h. bylor

wamn Camp, Jr.
Joseph 5. Principe
walter C, llowan

tlichael G, Vetrecin, Jr,

Ruben O, :iller
r'runcis . ncefe

it

q.

ng alr Crew weport 6924, identiries the
as folliows:

(697342
0768215
0708251
0703402
532762907
38135303
33738013
37676396
37540207
16CC4C52
36647606

pien

0L03306
0656746
DHBF581
06739C4
15320307
15323060
11116730

[tH

1

TYNI9IHO ALNYND HOOd

crew vembers of

T18ISS0d AJ0J 153d



T

mi Spen william b. uaters, Jr. 13164122
T ¢ Jaues 1i. hitcheooek 39256020
s b Clarence . Dickerscn 35442185
¥t U Charles J. narder 124507

3. shortly atter leaving the target area, Plans io. 42-73119
piloted by It Diederich and plane ino. 44-4U555 piloted by Lt Sylor,
collided at the nosition of 090 03" iorth, 1350 17' mast, about 25
1:iles southewst of Yup Island. Lt Jdylor's plane broxe in half just
benird ule wing section and & wing iell off Lt. Diedsrich's plane.
Both planes ceught fire sund fell into the water. One ervewitness
reported secing 5 parachutes onen at about 30CO feet., Other persons
on the riission saw bodies Tall but no parachutes open.

4. The persons nencd listed above were reported nissing in action
over Yup Island by Sii no, 137, since 15 July 1944, and were nresumed
dead as of 3C ilarch 1946, under the provisions of Section 5, ilissing
Persons act,

5. If any additional informaticn can be obtzined in regard to
the status of tie persons listed in paragranh 2, it is desired that
t.is of'fice Ye wudvised,

Y OfDhd o T2 S0y ur Tik i

Jo/sanfort Coffin
ad jutant General
1 Inel,
Cusulty noport

COPY

BEST COPY POSSIBLE N
POOR QUALITY ORIGHS



BaSIC:  Ltr, TalU, AGL0-Cit 7C4 (29 Oct 47), 29 Oct 47, subj: Determination
of otatus, Cuse B475

AG 704 (29 Oct 47) al-in 1st Ind
Guadirals roe Dolanidhns , Mant pabT COwmldid, PO 500, 13 lovenber 1947.
TO: Comianding General, vrhilippincs-iyukyus Command, #20 707

1, For compliance with basic commurication and dirsct reply to
The wdjutant General. _

2. The records at General neadquarters, Far last Command, contain
no pertincnt infornation.

BY COauwrdD OF GlbsaLl HucakThUL:

1 Incl:u/c s/t/ rn.D. PIRL.CK
i jor, »GD
+~53% Adj Gen

GSeu L TO4 2nd Ind YR/ ng
LEDWUAKELRo, PLILIE: Iius-RYUGUS GOialai®, .20 707 3 Decerber 1947

TO: Corrwnding Gencral, United States army Ground Forcos, Pacific, Ar0 958

1. It is requested that any inforuation available in records your
hoadquarters bve furnished headquarters, Philipnines-gyukyus Cermand, in
order to help rusolve casualty status of nersonnel listed on basic com-
munication, s

<e In the event uatrocitics werc comnitted involving subjects,
inforretion is wlso dssired us to proper action alreudy instigated.

PO A Ul TG GElriady

2 L. w. Cali 04BI0
Cl.pt‘d in ’ AalGD
1 Incl:: ; ~881istant ad jutant Gencral

COLY pOOR Q



Ltr, Dent of the army, TaGu, wash 25, D. C., aGr0-CR 704 (29 Oct 47),
Subj: Detcrnination of Stitus, Cuse y8475, 29 Oct 47

GP.C 293.2 (29 Oct 47) 3rd Ind
Leadquarters, United States army, Pacific, sP0 958
T0: Corgianding Genersl, Fhilippines-wrukyus Conmead, A°0 7C7

1. Records this hesadquarters rcveal that on 15 July 1G44, two (2)
B-24's piloted by rirst Lisutenant mnthony P, Diederich, Serial Nunber
6697342, and First Licutenant Ulna i., Sylor, sSerizl Number 083306
crashcd in nid-air at 09© 3' North, 138° 17' Bust, sxplodcd and fell
burring into the scu. The plines lers reported flying in & tight
forpation whilc on bombing raid to Yap Island fron .ioksrang ..irdromc,
Los Wegros Island, =dnirality Islands.

2. Gitatenent nade by & witness shows that Tour {4) bodics and
ong (1) lifs raft werc secn turbling from the wreckuge. iost of ths
parts viere burning whsu ther hit the water and black smore was pouring
from thc wreekn.oi. oot turrets of both plancs were swen thrown clour
fron t.eir wells cad full with other vieces of wreckuge. anotier
witnuess states tiiat at lewst Tove {5) paruchuiss puffid into view in
yuivk succussion. Ho imedinte scarch weas conductud because of cnomy
oppositios, but sincc tiae ineident occurrcd, wutors in the arca have
been thoroughly searched.

3. Iuclescd herewith for jyour i.forretion urc conies of ilissing
Rir Crovw Hoports with attached stuteucnts relztive to ¥irst Licutcnant
Ulne .. sSylor and FPirst Licutenant ~nthorny ¥, Dicderich and crous.

Koz Tl COiknliDLLG GrainxaL:

3 Incls
1. d/e
added 2 incls
2. €7y, uinCi ¢l to 4ir erew on BEST CUPY PDSSlBLE
B-247 #44-40555 w/stuterients POOR QUALITY ORIGINAL
3. Cy, 1L rel t0 air ercw On
Be24T 42-73119 w/statcrncnts



