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L Eli0RLDUL; TOR: Chief, Casualty 3ranch.

SUSTLOT: Review and Determination of Status
under the lilssing Persons uct.

I, - FACTS

1. The persons named below were reported missing in actiocn over Yap
Islznd by SUP Shipments Wos, 137 and 160 znd have been carricd on ifer uc-
partment rescords as missing in action since 1H July 154Y4:  (To facilitate
reference each crew has been assigned a number which is shown in column 4

below. )

Crecw
Wem e ; ASN Grede Wumber

Principe, Joscph 5. 0689581 First ILicutcnant 1
Rowan, Welicr C. 067390k #irst Licutcnant 1
Sylor, Ulnc H, 08033006 Tirst Licutcnant 1
Cellzaway, Jeck S., Jr. 0767739 Sceond Iicutcnant 3
Cemp, Sem, Jr. 0bGbTLE Sceond Licutcnent 1
Diederich, Anthony T. 0697342 Sccond Licutcnant 2
Gerrett, ZHugcnc 1. 0708251 Sceond Licutcnint 2
¥lincfelter, Loslic E. 0765808 Second Iicutenont 3
Pomercy, Robert W. 0768215 Sceond Licutenant 2
Seleenics, Androw 0703402 Sceond Licutcnant 2
Harder, Cherles J. 7124507 Tlight officer L
¥eefo, Francis R 11,116,730 Tecnnical Sergeant !
Vetrcein, jiichael &., Jr. 15,320,307 Teehnical Scrgeent T
Dickerson, Clarence V. 35,442,185  Steff Scrgeent 1
Hitcheeock, Jemes i, 39.255,020 gtaff Scrgeoant 1
Jacobs, Robert 7, 33,738,013 Steff Zoergoant 2
liiller, Ruben O. 15,323,660 Stafr dergueant ‘/1
Seiler, Kcnneth . 32,762,907 Staif Scrguoat 2
Smethurst, Herold A., Jr. 12,040,880  Stefi S.rpount 3
vaters, Tilliem ., Jr. 16,168,122 stafi lerioent 1
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Creow
Heme 453 Greado Jumber
Crowley, William E. 16,004,052 Sergeent 2
—TeHsh, Sherlock T., Jr. 14,101,598 Sorgeent 3
ilioorcs, .illiem E. 36, 647, 606 Scrgecnt 2
Beucr, Chester 33, 734, 91k Coraorcl 3
Dunber, John 0., Jr. 37,540,207 Corwvore.l 2
Hundley, Clint D. 38,135,303 Cornoral 2
Petla, Joscph C. 16,170,402 Corporsl 3
Reynolds, Cherles F. 37,676,896 Corporsl 2
2. liissing air Crew Leports submiticd in this cesc show thet on 1T
July 19Lk 3-2W circreft bescd in the adniraliy Islencs wore flown on &
combat mission to Yep Islend, which is locited &b the coordinctes 09° 35
Korth, 138D 10! Fest in the Coroline Islinds, The following peregrophs,

Hos, 3 through 5, summarize the informefion aveileble in the casc of cach

o=

crcw involved.
3. Crew ¥Wo. l:

e, bissing air Crecw xHeport io. 0523,
thet 3-24 plenc Wo. Wi-LO555 of 370th Bembcrdment 3
ment Group, wos scon to crosh s the roswvlt of & col
o, We-73119. Thc eccident oceurrcd of coproximctely 1220K ot thc position
O9D 08! North, 1380 17! Best. & flight strip mey sttcechod to the Zepert
shows thrt the loc: tion of thc cresh wes :bout &5 milco southecst
. Island. The personnnl nomoed bolow formed the counlcte crow:

qu dron, 307th 3omberd-

deted 17 July 1S4k, steics
ollision with 3-24 plenc

Crew
Position Imeo wd T Gredoe
P Sylor, Ulnz E. 08C G lst Lt
c? Ccmp,. Scm,. JT. 065k 7 5 2& Lt
T Principe, Joscph &, Qoigiiat lst Lt
B Rowrn, ielter C. Qo7 3Lt lot LS
E Vetreoein, iidchoel G., Jr. 15,320, 09 m/sgt
AR iiiller, Ruben O. 15, 527, i) s/set
RO Kcefe, Froneis R 11,1%e, 7.9 P/8gt
AR0 Vetors, Williem 3., Jr. 18,106z . 5/sat
G Hitchcock, Jemcs i. 39,250, W2 g/sgt
G Dickerson, Clarcncc 35, L2, 185 s/55%
W Ecrder, Chorlces J. T12L507 7/o
> aEST COPY POSSIBLE



5. R. & D. No. 3521

thrt Flight officer Hordor wis cboard
yor. The pertinent ports of thrce cyc-
he Roport crc quotcd below:

Thc lissing air Crcw Repert sicte
the plenc im the capicity of Obsc
witncss stotements incloscd with

o H Wu

stotement by Licutcnent Jomes P Hobstottoer:

IPhe ercsh involving Lt. Syloer opcourrcd shertly citer our
withfrewel from the target eric, the cxret distcnce from
this rree I ccnnot cccuraivly say. The le:der of our
squedron wes pulling up on the right of & scven ship for-
motion lerd by the group lecder in on cffort to pruscnt

o group front to cncmy intcrception. liy position ot the
time woes C-2: Lt, Sylor wrs cpproximately in & Cc-3 posi-
tion with Tt, Dicdcrich on his lcft wing.

" % % % Phe ship piloted by Lb. Dicdcrich creshed into

Lt. Sylor striking him bohind the flight decck. The lcft
wing of Lt. Dicd.rich's planc wes torn wwey cnd Lt. Syler's
ship wes scvered in nelf just beelk of thu flignt deck.

Both plencs burst im.cdictely into flimes cnd went doun.
aAlthough resorts indicote thot gover ol men briled out of
the burning plances no porachuics were obs..rvct by the mco—
berzs of my crew, * ¥ ¥

Strtement by Corper:l Goorge W. rum:

tThe 3—-24'e were in oven o closcr Fornction cnd 11 oF
once the B3-24 in (-3 position binked stecyly to the
right .end up cnd struck thc plene flying C-1 positiaz,
with the first contcct boing mede by the props of C-3
plane cgeinst the bottam of tho fusclege just behind
the wing scction of C-1 plcrnec, 7.8 it bogen chewing its
wey through the fuscloge proper. C-3 mlcnc thon begea
exploding from both wings snd the olrn.s both went to
picces.

MThe complete wing stetions of both plei.s stuck To-
gether in sort of & 1X! dcsign rnd tell s porotlly.
The wing scetion of C-3 plene broke out in flrmcs rnd
exploded & soon 8 1% hit ¢-1 plone——it fell feoiely
well in peices ts it descended,  C-1's wing scction
fcll in onc picee in sort of ¢ folling lecd potbtern
.nd scomcd little hurt--being apporently intcct fron
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the nose s.ction to just wehind tho wiig ind fuscl:ge
point whcre it h-d bocn chewed in tow. Some Turrcts
from both ploics woerc thrown from their wells rnd werce
1¢ft to frll clecr with other piccce of the wroekeage.
ihen we were ob cbout o mill or SO from wherc the reci-
dent occurrcd chutes bogon to open &b sbout 8000'. I
would scy ob lcest five of them puffed into view in
quick succcssion. By then the Zeros wore ncking pooses
ot ours cné surrounding 3-:l's ¢s fast as they could so
I 1cft off wetching the frlling chuics to fight off the
cttecks being mede on the bottom of our ship. 3Bombs
worc ewey at 1211K end thce cporoxincte time of the col-
ligion wes 1220K, I cm the bril gunn.r on ithe crow of
Lt. Gege end om reporting thig s rn cyowitnoss ¢ecount

of whot I scw.'
Strtement of Corpercl Hymond K. alticri:

L,

M dicn't sco the crish itsclf buv I noticed the nicees
flying by our tail. The wings werd intcerlockod rad were
going down in flcmeo, the pigzest picces I noticed weo
the teil cnd of the fuscleoge of the 1l: st chip. This
picce cxtendea from the weist window to the 3,il. I
noticcd fourt bodics tumbling down rnd onc werochute opin
~lso rnd cmpty lifc roft. hest of th: »rts werc buriting
when they hit the woter on uerc aouring blrck SI0MC.
after we wcrc out oi sigl the wurcclzrge I srw o Lrrge
colunn of grecy cmokc ri ve solac clouds,

e
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Srew Ho 23

~. hissing 4ir Cruw ncport Ho. b2k, écted 17 July 19, ctotos

thot B-clh plenc No. 42-73119 of 37end Bonb:.rdnent Sguadron, 307ta Bonbord-

ment Grouwp, piletcd by Licutcnent Dicdcrich, collided with plone wNo. pholoesn
i ,}. u i -t

whilc on ¢ combct mission to Yo Islepd. The collision ceonrred &t {ppTroxi-
nctely 12:0K ot the position 09° 08! Worth, 1380 17! Ecst. (Sce prragriph

chovc. )

Th. following-nemcd persens formed the comalovy criw:

Creow

Position ir e ASi Gri dc
P Dicderich, Aanthony F. 0697342 2d Lt
cP Poncroy, Robert . 0768215 2d Lt

3:



§, R. & D. Jo. 3521

Crcw
Pouition dmc 255 Grrac
i Gerrett, Bugoenc UL 0708251 2a Lt
B 3ckrnics, anérew 0703402 2d It
B Sciler, Hennoth U, 32,752,907 5/3gt
AR Fundlcy, Clint D. 38,135, 303 Cpl
EO Jecobs, Robert . 33,738,013 s/8st
AF0 Roynolds, Cherlcs T 37,676,836 Cpl
o Dunber, John O., Jr. 37,5#0,&@7 Col
AG Crowliy, Williom E. 16, 004, 0K2 - 5gt
CG licorcs, illirm ZE. 36,647,606 Sgt
Throe cycwitncss stetoments cttrchod to the Rowert contein cssenticlly the
het given in peragroph 3, cbove Onc of thesc sicic—

[
8
scri informetion ¢8
ments recds os fol

Statcnent of Licutcnont Eorl F. Ricc, dJr.

Ly=a ne "119 WS wcy‘na brc :.d forth in form:*'on

Rﬁj cutting fﬁ)E into. Eo. 2 cngine of %119 ceme out

ng
of wing ¢né lcft wing fcll of f; pleme thon Troxe up

end flimes cemc out frow fuselege, When #5955 broke in
nrlf (bohind treiling cdge of wing) it 7lco puret into
flimes. 3Bodices crme out of botn ships, but from wy
pocition I could no® sou ooy perechutos opun.  This
heppened cpprozimeicly ton minutes from trrgot orei.

I wes pilot of plrne #8u3 flying in ¢ forwrzicn o
the right of g uhort digt:nco bohiind the two

]

=]
au

pleaus.

Y. Lioraing ncport Locrior Crrd filed in Surgs nt limorcs! En-—
listment Jrcket showing him rs rcoigned to the 307th Bowbr rémunt Group
on 21 July 1944 is obviously in crror. ZHost.rs for thoe mcnth of July
1944 of the 372nd Bonbrrdnent Squrdron show thrt he wes vl ~ing in re-
tion 15 July 19ik. ’

&t
e

..r-g -

5. row Mo 33

o. lizgoing air Crow ﬂuQO t Fo. 7180, drtocd 18 July 19,
ctrtos thet B-cbb rirerrit Ho. ~%0857 of 371t Bombrrdu.nt Squodron,

[V
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5. R. & D. Jo. 351

R dio Opeit tor, gruw.rd port of
the pleae, a1l wian, Thuy

frout cection of
chd wesn't more v tur.. or Tour fuot wic.r whenn I got
out. Thc Co-Pilet, Lb, Crlliwcy, .ol th. Zrdlo Qporivor,
Sgt. lickid woere ¢ Iroiay out by the time I got out. I
krnow Sgb iicilcd got hurt pretiy bidly in the loaGing o6
his freo wis bleoding. aftir gesting out I sou oth.
“gwimming around but weos unsole te identify then., - I soon
rerched o life reft snd tricd to get to thosc thet were
swinming cround in the watcr hut the swells werc lorge
snd I arifted ewey. I dida't scc cny other refts. On
the rftcrnoon of 17 July 19M: I heard e pleac overher d,

T threw scc nerker cround ny roft cad shot up sonc florcs.
The plenc spotted me, however in circling ovcrhecd it

rlso cpotted the other roft with Lt. Wilcy, Sgt. Gilbert,
Cpl. ashby cnd Cpl Zrickson rnd picked them up before
texiing over to pick mc up. We were piciked up chout 1530
py a Hovy ©BY.

i .
e 4
j<t

Strtoment of Licutenent Richrrd D. Wilcy:

me % % 111 cxcoept the pilot, co-pilot ond r:dio opcreior
(Lt. Kiz.r, Lt. Ccllcwoy ¢nd Sgt. leyrd re

wore ia the teil cceticn of the plrne. The olre twisted
~nd brokc in tow just in pack of the drll turrctt ~lmost
jmncdirtcly upon nrlking the 1lrnding., The forwrrd scctlon
senk quickly, but the tril soction floctcd for rhoubt thric

i

or four minutes. aftor I hré gotien into the weter oftcr

the crrsh I took count rnd wee cole to rccount for cviry-
onc but the Engincer, §/Sgt. Smethurst., arbor thic I woo
busy trying to find ¢ lifc r-f% cnd I finrlly got into &

roft with Sgt. Gilbert, Cpl Erickson :nd Cpl Ashby.

Juct boforc dawn on the Iirst night we horrd erlls from
othors in cmothor rrfi, e c 1lled bock cnd tricd to nrks
then wnaerstend to stoy closc to us, but by down v hod
drifted cprrt, cnd we never did oo the reft., I bwolicve

T COPY POSSIBLE
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§. R, & D. do. Fu.1

TLCOp:iZ. ¢ Tit. volc.oe of tuo w i nd DLI1SVe Thou
D o. L. Klirot.lter, she bewbordicr, sad Cpl. Pl
. pWcr, e uere pickod up on our socona dry in the
r: It ¢t ¢bout 1530 by o i vy 23Y.

[

a ototunent by Licubemoat Villirs 00, Blrir who witnoused the Zorc.o 1rand-
ing is ¢lso ¢ tticred to the Report. EHe ctowes thii rporoxinctely € uen
woere scen im the wit.r oo bt o Lifo roft oweg drovped from hio aplrnc.
an ceccount of the scoreh ineloscd wita the Zeport shows thet scrrcenes
were conducted for throc doys. On 1b July o riodio signrl wrn picked up
cnd followed until it cor sed but cigh inés were nogetive., Pive nean of
the crow were aicked up by o Crtrlin 1 17 July. The sorrch wos col-
tinucd on 18 July with ncgr tive rusult

0

b. i letter, Goted 25 Sopbouber 19ll, frow this o
Commending Goaoerel, JSQ*, Southwoast Preific _roo, rocucsted thrt fthe ot
tus of the nizsing personnul irow tais plenc bu rovicwed cnd invited -
T t1 :n to S.ction be, 3D Circulrr 195, 1943. In the 5th ¢-dorqu 1t,
d: ted 27 October 19:5d, Heodquw rters, 307th Boub: rdo ot
tho ofr tus of the .ubject pereons ohe 1 rowsin Mo " t
the following roriows: 1l erew nonbers worc Suoll out of the plonl; the

wvidenee indicis.os thro the wicoing merons vw.rc cborrd o taird rezv cnd

thoy cound v ve &rirted to wane iclind or ive bucn aicked up by rn oeneny
esgel.  Incleosur. Lo, 1 to thls corrosponce.ce 1o ¢ otebenont, dotoc 25

octobur 1yl by St: £f S.rg.. =t Rob.rt C. _Lhay Rl GETOBYY) FhE-8 T3,
ricivon, urviveru, witieh Bl o8 1

A ~ - - P T S 7
"on the roturn fros Yown I.10:5c on 15 July Lghw, T Bl
nleac in weich we were riding wo rorect to wri cvider

1ading duce bo ongenc trouble.  fo were both riding in the
w:ict of th cirplrme ¢t the tiuu. .11 wnbers were out
of the ~irols... vien 1t oum: of cbout 5 minutes. o
cow ond idontid vyetor, clerr of the
pliic, cxecpt Li. O 1llrwry cnd 3gt. sncthurst. 3oth of
those neil wore soen cither by Lt. Kiz o r oor Sbu B merg
(Toth uins i in ¢ ctign frow vt » miuvsione :
of the pleae:, Sgt. licdch wis injurca in thne li.dd
Hius huerd wes blocding e e o id oot hic Togs
s whed.,  Just sciore dewm oon Bac firct ight

G CVoTy 0l

N
ct
o

.
]
-
sl
3
H

. REST COPY POSSIBLE
POOR QUALITY ORIGINAL



¥o. 3521

voices coning fro.
ognized the volcis of
Potlr,
billoon frow the
other »oft, waicno
is our opinion
cre in (11 o“obrbility
the v tc of ari
cnouy witers,

cound hrve arif
picked up by

C. Hrvy Hy.r
evercge L2 to 18 milus pb
cqustori: 1 currcnt which
flows west, 3Boivaocn thes

C

The b

wvould heve
by Tescuch il
to hiwve cbelloon o
the othsr creowmeocn worc
from thic third roft'c
£ rcoeue plone,

the scign:.l Dbroice off.

LeiThuT
Lt.
aoout wiciny the
IGibuon
R
tnct the

derd.

tac IicCt

Ca

rrdio
but could 1ot be followed up when

q
A

icve we ric-—
Flincflloer Corporcl
S.coind Gy wo spotted the
Girl' whic.: wes on the
ot of tnc right wiag,
Lcn who wirc not rescucd
Howover, cousidering
thi t we were 1n
good possibility thnct

g s

roft (ad be

-

ok

It

thcy
on

o el Hs ki bo

currcnts in tho
rnGed oo twoon the
cquitori-l currciit
CIM

Free
north
which
couatcrcurronts

lotter, drted
zvhich she hrd ro-

coil s néi.g ofricer

Sha locis,

P i N

on wnich
to

CIew,

th bt it LERn
crirl juust bofor
A0 TELT, rosigac l
h:d been picked up by

Wi

.

o~
Cits, ke

”
ascued,

cocued crowacn frow other

ro.ftoc scw the belloon when it broke loose, borring
out the assunption by the CO thet the rericl nust
hrve broken, ctopping the signel, cnd thrt rnother
ooricl wes not Evcileble, ¥

6. mn cxenincsion of the

Crsurlty 3rrncn filce of thooe persons, cad the

of er Inforaction 3urccu, 2LG0,

consiaored hercin,

fiicers Breach, Bnlisted Brench rFnd

index in the Prisoncer
reverled o relevent intor:in tion not

L
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IT, - COnCLISICU:

1. oOn 15 july 19hh trE. e B2l olemes B osd n Sk .dedm 1ty Tel sds
vers lost on :coibrt wission to Tp Isl we. in thefrroline Islinde, T
c. 53 concorns thc ercy s.cmbers of ¢ lrnes. QOuly five of b

t C
thirty-threc persons chborrd thusc plinss hrve boon ~ccounted for.

DoS
138° 17! Erot, cbout 25 miles southocs Yep Islénd., Licuténernt Sylorts
n

2. Shortly cftur lerving the terget crer, plinc o. H4-UO55T pilovud
by Licutcncnt Sylor of Croew Ho. 1 cnd plinc Ho. L2-73119 pilot;d by Licu-
tenent Dicderich of Orew ifo. 2 coliided & the pesition of 092 OF' Houith,

t

7

£ ¥:
plenc broke in holf just behind the wing scction end o wing fell off Lilu-
tenent Diederich's plenc.  Bota plenes cougit on firs ne foll into ©ac
wotor. Onc cycwitness roported scoing § prrachutes open ot ol ouu SOOO
foct, Otlur persons on the nmisscion stw bodics a
Beeh plenc corricd on cleven-noi crew, o 1 of who cr
cetion,

3. Crew do. 3 cboord plen. .io. Lo LOBRT mrde ¢ Zorced witcr lending
ct 1516, loc:l Himc, o thc position 019 50! Horth, 1M 18' Erst, cbo
350 milecs northwest of the admirclty Islinds. Five i :
nen erow wore ruscucd by o P3Y plenc on 17 Jualy 1654, sccording to the
survivoers, (1l crow cmbors escrocd from the prnc which sinl in chout b
nigutes. Scrgeqnt liciich wos injured in thoe lernding.,  Tno survivors worc
or tow lifc refts cnd it ws bolicved thai the nidssing pirsonncl worc on
A third reft. Just befor:s dewn on the first rnight, crovw nembers on onc
reft herrd crlls Troon cnothoer refi rnd bolicved thrt thoy snized the
voices of Lisutenent Klinofolt.r snc Corporrsl Prtlr., Two sirvivors clso
riported scoing the belloon for th. ridio roricd waich wi.s on the third
reft. . sorrch plonc pic.ed up o rrdio signnl on 17 July 154l rnd fol-

1owed the cir. ction of the signel watil it stopped. However, no sightiugs
woeTe urde. It wrs the opinion of the orgruizotion herdgurrters thet thosc

[

nen could hrve drifted to sonc isi ol or boen picked up DR on onony visSuo
The retc of drift in this :roc is 12 to 18 niles o dey, ‘a: tho alrne went
dowm botwoen the north cquitorisrl current wvhica flows 2rsot rme too south
cqurtoricl currcnt which flows wesh.

b, . poriod of twilve uenths hrs now clrpscd sized the subj.ct per-
onniel hrve been scan or errd ol by ayenc,  Houowver, tb': went down in
cpencsc-controlled wotors fnd Tho =¥ nesc Gov.rmi.nt hro becn vory nogli-
gcnt in reporting prisonurs of wor in thuir heads.  In view of th foro,oiie
it c.ppocrs thet these offic.rs ¢nd enlisted mon should bo continuw.d in the
strtus of missing in rction,

':-I 5]
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It is rccomuendod thr o the porsont.
hercof, bo coutinucd in the stitus of miss
1945, under the provisions of Scetion § of the jiivsing

[i/ oT3
JO=E T, BUREGS
Ticubtenont Coloncl, :GD
f¥icer in Chirge
Strius Rovicw ~nd
Doborninction Scetion

coret Josuph S.

JIN

o 1 vl in peregreph 1, Pire i,
insing in rction, ¢s of 1b July
K - dursons LCh.

/

Crpbomn, 6D

/i] GTE
GIQ G 2.
foloncl, .GD

Chi.f, Crsuwliy Breach

Priucipg,
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