. * i'; 10 s (b)1W e s (o) RT. 392766 t (4) LT. 6uousge '
.'s THE : AS: (a ttle Casualty

" 1Y =
MRTS (a) Parachutes woere used

of WD I&r. AG=360.33 (f-21-43) Lo

BeSJE-M (For inetrustions -

WAR DEPARTMENT
00 5 AP:Reg' 36-45) W&Emgmmmm
WASHINGTON
MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT 9
~ ORGANIZATION: Loeation 3 Command or Air Foree
prne e T T g T R DRl e e
« SPECIFY: FPoint o AP0 ¥ 719 1 Course  170°

Intended Dostination ;.. 1 Type of Masion t
‘s WEATHER CONDITIOES AND M&H‘B’mh WHEM LAST :

.6 Cumlus tops at 7,000 feet.
. WTW v and Looatlon s Ji, 5.F, of Alicoate 2/D,
of last known ) of [ airoraft.

(b) Specify whether (X) Last Sighted: S ) Last Contasted by Radio:
( ) Foreed Down: ( ) Soen to Crash: or { ) Information not awailable.

e AIRCRAIFT WAS 10ST, OR IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN LOST, AS A RESULT OF: (Check only o
(X) Bosmy Adroraft: ( ) Enemy Anti-Airorafts ( ) Other Circumstances as follows

ATECRAMT: Type, %odol and Serles B-24J 1 AehoFs Sorial
ENGINRSs - » Model and Serles . 8 AAF, Serisl W s) Bp-
(v) 2P 1 (o) s (@) 2 W70 '
below
153927

and Serial Number)

~ or (b lm&tuocuoq» o i

» NUMBER OP PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: Cres 11 : Pesseugers % Total_ 11

(Starting with pilot, furnish the following particularss if more than n‘u'pmu
wore aboard airoraft, lést similar partioulars on seperats shest and attach
original to this form,)

Crew Position

Namo in Full Serit
(last Name Pirst) Rank Humd.

Namo in Pull i
last Name First Ranik

-

:"_xndnn..llmn-l- 20da Lba

PR SR O R A Y | g was . . "
¢ (b) PERSONS WERE SERN WALKING
OF CRASH s or (o) REASON (Speoify)
" ot e e bem o ’ \
ERN,
. A™TACH SYENITNESS DESCRIPTION OF CRASH, FORCED LANDING, OR OTEER CLACUMSTANCES PER-
“TAINING T0 MISSING AIRCRAFT,

-.mnsmmwmmnwsmum,mamw-.nnuplnm ]
BABER OF OFFICKR IN CHARGE HERR: Jobg A, Vepderpool, Wedor — ONON07. . S |
e En153000 el R

L7, 1530423

Attachment § &
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A/c # 381 (Lt., Hunter, pilot) flying in A-1 (#2 in Grouwp) was snot
down by enemy aircraft when fifteen miles S.E. of Alicante A/D, over lsnd,
on ¥egros Island, P,I, when four minutes awey from target. 4a U!I enexy
aircraft made & high, sxidding, pase from 1 o'clock firing continuously,
Just outboard of, or in, # 4 engine 2 sudden durst of flame appecred, &nd
rlane dropped slowly down, awey, to the right of formation., ¥ U engine
weg feathered and ship wes under control when four chutes were seen to
leeve the cemers hatch, two méking delayed jumps #nd two opening almost
immedietely., 4lmost at the seme instant four chutes crme from the boxd
bay, one of wnich was on fire end dropped streight dowm. At this point
the right wing bucrled upvards at & 4 engine £nd plane fell off into a
spin., One more chute wes seen to leave either turough the bozd boy or the
nose escepe hetch ot this point, 4 totel of i{_;:i of che el-ven men rhoerd
this plrne are believed to heve parzchuted, but the chute of one wes efire
and useless, Two enemy plenes circled the chutes but it is not definitely
known wshiether or not any strafing wes done,

2nd, Lt,, Alr Corps,
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Nen bailed out here, .

T TR
T¥ s g (g P 2R
e
T
i -
-

L SR
f;“ s

™, Fm

e
44

-

e

SR
i
W

o
E'e

T T

i
fest

%
-

-

e\ o

ARSI i U T A
....1&,.:4 Ky R

SO et 1 b = F X ) - 5
S A . A s, SN S o i Sk 2

r

i

Lad

P50 8 TN e R s S e RV i =
e :



h =
ke
g%
¥
;'.

*- -
b,
i

' e
[P i s R
L4

s+

b LT AR, ]
a0 s
AR W
P

- o r
Fot w4
4

%

L
L

o
o "
g ¢
O i
L Tl
bl s
N
<t il
e -
43

frat o
o A

.

g T N ST

m; mtafm— (Moﬂn.m. @n@.,_p;;p__gj,: : o :
800 1 Commssding Geneyml, WNAY, AP0 # 925 T S R

S, e A DT 1 g R PR
v ' VIt N AT TN S

1 s & kT & .-
e ot d'-.,",‘,l ‘!“;\—%

. AL L

» ) o T - : : - i : - ¥ H “t ..I'.I‘-

1. Bo rpecific wearches by imfividual _ﬂ.reﬂ_ﬂ were ocondno %
this or;n. &n?to the extreme possidility of enexy interesption pver the s * : A
whers aireraft was lass reported, Al crev members of aircraft on subsequem$ " i
pissions were btrisfed to wetoh carefully for say indicstion of Wae rfh_.g m A
lost aiyersfd or crew members. 3 - - § .
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INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONKAIRG

Name of crew mamber: ~Witkam,; Charles X, File 10461
Rank T/Sgt .

Serial number

Position: Crew Zngineer

Did ha bail out? yes

Where? Same as last paragraph and through the left Lombay,

Was he injured? Yes-Sombadier told me he was.

Where was he when lrst seen? On Flight deck before oing_po gun positicm,
: ' then when he bailed out the bomb bey ~ I saw him

Jusp,

Apy heresay inforzation: Bombadier said he bailed out near him.and enemy plane
hit him witk the wing and then returned and fiew over

the  top of his parachuts rioping same open and then he

went to the ground, (approx 5000 feet).

&ny exolanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supjposition: 1 saw his
grave where he and the pilot wers buried, his watch
and uarachuto with. blood on it.

Statement fron.oho of the: crew nembers, nane-noe clvon. &

" Lt. Hunter and T/Sgt Witkam were Luried in the same grave on the 8 lov, 44 at

18:30. A native Numeriano T. Villalbva hnndlld all the details of the burial.
both Christian and Hilitary,

 The grave is about five miles due sast of the town of Talissy in Occidental

Negros, P. I,

.1 inspected T/Sgt. Witham's body before he was buried. Trere were no bullet
~ wounds only a compound fracture just avove the knee and acratches on his face,

I believe he vas killed by internal injuries caused when he hit the ground,

Numeriano T. Villalba had T/Sgt. Withan's personal effects in his poscession,
He said he would turn them over to a graves rcgiatrat&on crew when we invadsd
$he igland,

Anothker statement by crew member, nesme not shown.

He bailed out 2nd after I left, and was seen in his chute before a Jap plane
cut him down,

1 viewed his bedy just after the Philipplnon had found it, His face was badly
bruised and was very blue, supposedly from the strouds as the chute opened,
Fis logs had cofmpound fractures, That same evening 1 attended his burial and

‘that of trhe body found in the bomd bay (supposedly that of Lt, Hunter)., Both

bodies were put in the came grave,

N
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3 Name of crew member: Hunter, William R, Jr,
#5.. -Rank: - ¥1at Lt,

£ ~Serial number:

§5¢ - Position: Crew ; Filot

P I TR

Dut mummmmu&m__m s_body was found in the bomd
: .Lnnnun..n..__u

'y

: 'Anothar statement by'craw menber - not aignad.'. |
“Where was he last seen? Heading for front bomb bay doors. E

T e SRR T T
¥ e gy o T
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IZxtract from MACR 10461
PR : INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUZSTICLNAIRS ;

Did he bail out? No__
If not, why not? 2o pot «now
Any hearsay inforzation: ¥From Navigator upderstund he was following him to bail out

wis burned tooc #lonz with the co-pilot, He uac_-

)

gip to spin, :
Lt. Hupter and T/Sgt. Withan ware yuried An the same grave on the 8 lov, 44 at 18:30,
A native. Humexriane T. Villalbe handlad all the details of thre burigl: voth Christian
and military.,
The grave_ ia auout 5 miles due waegt of the town of Taligay in Occldental Nugros P.1.
MJM&WMMMM
mwg_wmmmmmmm.ﬁum

Learsay information: .mQumm;WMter robab
could not get out of plana hecause the plane Ve

- Another atatement by crew member - not signed,

He did not vail out because inip wont out of control and he coulda't get out,
Where last se2en: Standing beside the auxiliary power unit,.
Kearsay information: Ke waa the last one, able to attempt to bail out, Le was

"waiting to oall out and practically in a position to do so.

Source: Navigator's conversation, :
Any exnlanation of his fate based in part or wholly on. supposition: Several menbers

* of our crew found a man s mangled dody in the wreckage of our ship. As the ship

went out o control it 1s supposed Lt. Munter was churned around inside and died

i in that manner.

Statement by crewv member not signed,
IL is ny o»inion that Lt, Hunter chose to £:r tho plane on course ‘long enough to allow

The navigator had said that as he Jumped, Lt. iiunter was right behind him on the cat-
walk alsc ready to jump, but thui the wing Lurned off putting plane in a spin thus
preventing hin fron getting out safely. Upon visiting th2 scens of the crash and
hnrn. ng v-" nnﬁ ’ g;g‘ ('8 c}l d._ bgl;_lv" _i_ﬂ the bmb bqe thouglt to h. th&t Of Ltg Hlmtﬂl".
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nis crow to bail out before he him:slf atts . ted to bail out. The plune fell in a "spin®




- ety
Thorat i-';‘:!.“." ¥
SRR

A/C # 381 (Lt. ¥unter, pilot) flying in A-1 (#2 in CGroup) was shot down Dby ot
Bt & enemy eircraft when fifteer miles S.E. of Alicante A/D, over lend, on Negros &
; Island, P, I. when four minutes eway from target. An U/I enemy aircraft made
a high, skidding, pass fromgl:o'clock firing continuously. Just outboard of,
or in, # 4 engine a sudden turst of flame appeared, and plane dropped slowly
down, away, tc the right of formetion, # 4 engine was feathered eand ship vas .
under control when four chutes were seen to leave the cemera hatch, two meking Ly
delayed jumps and two opening almost immediztely, Almost at the seme instent 3
four chutes camwe from the bomb bay, one of which was on fire and dropped
X straight down, At this point the right wing vuckled upwards at ¢ 4 engine
B and plane fell off into a spin., One more chute was seen to leave either
%o . through tke bonb bay or the nose escape hatch at this point.'JL total of
" pine of the eleven men abvard this plane are.ball to have parachuted,
but the chute of one was afire and useles®.  Two enemy planes circled the
chutes but it is not definitely lmown whether or zot any strafing was done.

/S/ WILLIAM A. RODGERS ' /S/ DON E. YOUNGMARE
% 2nd Lt., Air Corps 2nd Lt,, Air Cerps.
3
iz
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0 ‘
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" Another statement by crew member not signed.

o X R S SN T wa'w
on: MOR‘ 410461

" COPY

INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTI CHNAIRY

Name of crew member: Dawkins, Robert D. Jr,
Rank: ; 2nd Lt.

Sarial number:

Position: Crew Co-Pilot

Did he bail out? Xo

If not, why not? WMMMLLEQM- of him end whn pilot
ordered him to ball out he didn't move-according to Navjigator,

¥here was he uhan last seen? Qg;-ﬂ].p_t_l_g_n_ogg. I saw him _tho'n about Q:OQ 2K,
Any hearuy 1nfomtion. I__u;p_hm_g_t._ 3: 0G0 AM or about_that time _\_ﬂ;eg’ I gnd the
'unnx_mmr 5 went to our zun positions.  What I lmow was told me by the Navigator,

that ia: A 20me bursted in front of him and did not respond when the pilot told
M'mmmmmmm th_rl_z_g_m
what ouat have been his oody and his. who wore only such type, scabturd and
memwm in fuselacue, He wes buried

Any exnlanation of his fate based in part or wholly on sup. osition: ]It is my
WMJMMM-ELME_M of h L.

Did he bail out? Mo

1f not, why not: LMMM.&_LM ntrif force, cnuse ‘

spin,

Last contact or conversation just prior to or ut time of loss of plane: 1 _wag th!

. L
Was he injured: Mummmu

; u_m_v.mq.u.mumm :
shere was he when last seen? Ig_thg_mqm.ef_t!m_ﬂ.&nsp

Any heressy information: Numerdame T. VAllalba projiged ne that Lt Dewicing
MWWJM T/Sge, Withan,

Asother stutorent Ly crev wenbar
Reason why Dawkins did not ball out: Lt. Davicins seened %o be in a gug n..;_q_,

thers did not Awpaac 0 Re anY Yisusl exterank injucies, He was
Where last seen: m_‘,a, mv@_-g_?muu_gt with his safety belt om on.
Any exzlanation of hie Zate bused in purt or wholly on sup; osition: Yhea I q,;m

e Y

A o

the wracked Mhum.mﬂmwm_ﬁ_&u&w s




ANEIVIDUAL GASUALTY QUSTIONNAIRE

oA, Name of crew remuer: Wilson, Merle E.

§5  Rank: s/Sgt. -

(% 'Berial numder

; Position crew T Guiner: -

£ ~gtatazent by & I wA.

5;.;,, Extract from/Crew Member, not signed

"-\'_“. ; _- 2

{‘ Any explanation of his fate based in nert or wholly on sup osition: 1 did see his
: body in his turrsd in the burned plane but could not tell if !injured or not however
¥ was well mutalzated but plainiy rocegnized.

% Another statement by crew member - not aigned.

‘" Any herssay information: = Numeriano ¥, Villelba pronised me that S/Sgt. ¥ilson

“would bde buried on 9 Nov. 44 beside the grave of Lt. Hunter and T/Sgt. Witham, _ ?r
 Another statement by crew member - not slgned..

? Mo -

not , 1 Believed to be hit while in gun turret.
'Where was he wi:en seen last? loss Gun Turret. : i
Any explanation of his fate bagsed in part or wholly on suprosition: FEe was believed to
be injured whils in gun position as the bonbadier opened his turret door and he never -
got out, | When the crash was exazined he was still at his station and the top ofhis -
‘head was Femoved, ) : L

R

" Another statement by crew member - not signed

' Did he uail out? Wo - s co
If not, why not? It seomed spparent that he had been killed on the lust attack on
thﬁ pl“'. : ., : : »
Was he injured? At time of avendoning »lane, it sosned that S/Sgt. ¥ilson was already
de X

. ]

CEASE PLEUZF VIS it

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: I vidited the

scene of the crash, The plane had burned, and I saw his charred body still in
the nose turret. :
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§eo 0 . - FEXC 360,33 (9 Yov .'.A‘ _ Lth Ind s
" HQ UNITED STATES ARMY_FORCRS IN THZ FAR E4ST, AJF.0. 501, 27 ecember 1944,
* T0: Commandi:; Gemeral, Army &ir Forces, .asnin*t.on 25, D.C.
BoS (ATTENTIQN: Statistical Control Divisic n)
= 1. Fcrrarded in f:oe'-pliancc wit.h War a:part.ment. letter dated 23 Vay
: 19"*35 file AG 3’3"}-33 (5-?1-43) ([‘-:-_%E‘-:.', sutject: "™dssin: Air Craw ﬁc;.;-ort.“.

2. PReforence Theater Casualty Cerd Shipsent llc. 261, 15 Dec 4 and .aiprent
de. 273, 17 Dec 44, present status of cubject crew is as follows:

¥
p

¢ NANE ASu STATS ]
;’Z  VHINTER, “411iam R, Jr. t“ﬁst Lt e ELiLZD IN ACTIGH € Hov 44
§i07 AKINS, “obort D, cr. 2d Lt RILLED Il aCTICH g Mov i, |
E 7 Y  FAEACEE, "‘i.llard 1st Lt - RET'D KILITARY CONTR(L 12 Dec 44
q,,,e AN, st N, . 1st Lt RET'D EYLITARY ZONTRGL 12 Dec 44
-\ 3 VITHAL, Charlzs i T/t KILLED I ASTIQU £ Hov 4L

5\ ONTTCSIACKT, Zugene C. s/3 CISOD L LIMAY CONTROL 12 Dec 4L
[« ~ PEYER, David ¥ .L. /ot AET'D KILITARY CONTRQL 12 Lec AL
B ~~BZARD, Wichard &. 3/3% R5T'D PILITARY CQITROL 12 Dec 44
7 r*"u.srw , ierle E, s/5% ETLLED I ACTICH 8 Nev 42

. u/.\ucs»_.“..n vaxipiliian €, L/57t KISSTHG TH ACTIGH £ Nov 44

it |\ ¢ c,.o.m SCH, Yeter F.. Sert WET'D WILITARY CONTRAL 12 Dex 44
2

e For the Comzanding General:

P / : lst Lt AGD

b /1 Incl: Asst Adj Cen

n/Co

i

ui ¥




HEADQUARTERS
Army Air Forces Pilot School (ATE)
~ Turner Field, Albany, Georgia

o
v

SUBJE,CTE Interrcgation of Former Prisoners cf #ar

o .'._"-t",‘?i’,‘ﬁ"_'??* o FERERS

TO = : Commanding General, Army Air Forces, "ashington 25, De Co
Attn: Ferconzl M.‘fa.irs 3ranch, Koom L31% !hmitions 3ldg.

1. In comcliance with your TEX AFPPS 3909, 28 Sep LS, the
following informaticn is submitted:

a, Rame of c:tsualty 'Cigg Witham _ .
b, Rank g/8gt - Crev position_ gninear gy
, - d, Date last seeng lov. g . Flace last seen_yg.rng Ts, ' )

f. Circumstances of 103 of aircraft_ghor down hy gersan
Fighters i

g+ Knom information (eye witness only)

Hoie

n, Hearsay information (a1l other information abdout above
named cisualty, with estimite of reliability)

I was present whaen body was burded

(Note: Reoverse side may be used if mores srace is needed in
glving information rejussted above.)




Q&U_LE.__RI._FOR AGO

Prepared by . G
MIS-X Section : , _
CPY  Branch £ el
DATE: 22 Jan 4B L
" NARRATOR mn, Pat H._, 1st Lt. S 30URDRO‘* :_424th Bo, : *
ARMY  SERIAL NO.:~— T AT GI:OUP : S07th Bn, .
* HOME ADDRESS - : Krlyngton, Tosas TYPE AIRCRAFT: D=4 . . . -
EX-REPORT NO. 1 %1 ' — nISSION DATE : B Nov 44~
e Ll I T
POSITION HIUBERS OF CREY PWIB RECORDS
PILOP 520 5 . 1st Lt. William R. Honter KIA
. CO-PILOT .. ... “70d Lt, Robert D, Dawkins — . KIA
- RAVIGATOR : oot st Lbe Willard ¥, Megee ]D U8 3
. POMBANDIYR ~lst L4, Pen N. Mann : ~ Rarrdtor iR
" BMGINEER ' 8/Sgt. Charles 1. Witham KIA A
L M.'!ﬂll'l '1"‘-"1 FD U(,usuc &l{,ﬂue Cn Boslacki L U8 :
- mo OPERATOR ' T/Sgt. David N. L. Beyer ED U8
~ ASS'T EADIO OPERATOR  &/Bgte Richard E. Boerd . RD US ¥
- ARMORER-GUNNER ; &/5zt. Merle E, Fileon XIL gk |
CUNNER B/Sgt. p) rMagusberper ED 3
CAMER:MAN

eter Gierteon FD §8 s

 KNOWN mmmnom The- 'be.!J.;-out o“dar wes given while over the northrestern part of N gk
Hgg!t_m _Islnnd¢ P, I., onB8 Nowarher 19&_4_6 A Nre cterted in the nurhar ane engins 2
hy eneuy 20-um, incendiarics and & few minutes later a fire stsrted in the nuwmber -
four engine. Threae crew members failed to jump: Lt. Dawkins, Lt. Bunter and S/Sgt.  *
Wilson, snd porisbed vith the plrune craeh. Lt. Daskins snd 5/8zt. %ilson were wounded

‘and could not leave the ship., 8/Sgt. Fithsm wse strafed on the wey down and dled

C“ 1 »

4 when be liit the earth. f military funersl :cs leld for 2'1 four desd crew me-bers

§ in the back y¥rd of the mayor of Free Talisﬂ*y, Negros, P.I, ¢nd $/Syt. ¥ithem snd Lt. -
o Funter were buried in the snme grave; u Tfew fuet emsy another greve held S/Sgt, l':ilson 3
¢ .. =and Lt, Dawkins, T saw the gnvc-s, but unlize the ovhsr purviving crow meabers, did - -
g‘l e not via'c the boaj.es. ’ Ty
: nzansax INFORMATION: g |

] \\

DISTR ON
AGO -1

3 AG/AS (PERSOMNEL) =1



