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372ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (Hv)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

NARITTVE COMBART REPORT OF MSSION #3074I5C

A.P.O. #719
1 August 1945

AP. 838 A-l

Cpt. lvlacDonald
Lt. Prescott
CpL Austin
Lt. Otterman
T/Sgt Wilkinson
Slsgl Murphy
TlSgt. Gerber

Sgt. Johnso4 J.J.
Sgt AndersorL C.E.

Capt. Hiller

AP. 363 B-1

Lt. Drager
Lt. Valentino
Lt. IMargosian
Lt. Ilarned
T/Sgt. MarshaU
S/Sgt. Cobb, J.P.
T/Sgt Buysse
S/SgI. Tumer
VSgI. Huey
S/Sgt. Lacerte

LOADINGLIST

AP. 62r A-2

Lt. Harrison
Lt. Ross
LL Jensen
Lt. Gluglover
T/Sgt Evans
S/Sgt. Crawfor4 RS.
T/Sgt. Viqie
S/Sgt. Keesee
S/Sgt. Shehane
S/Sgt. Inrios

AP. 133 B-2

Lt. Heritage
Lt. Diehl
Lt. Wagrcr, W.G.
Lt. Gobiel
Sgt. Ashley
Cpl. Lukonski
Cpl. Champney
Cpl. Ellerman
Cpl. Keenan
Cpl. Pierce
S/Sgt. Upperman

AP. 700 C-l

Lt. Britt
F/O Gardner
F/OD'Amico
Lt. Wilso4 H.G.
Sgt. Beer
Sgt. Graves
Sgt. Grab
Sgt. Lupton
Sgt. Ilensley
Sgt. White

C  O N F I D E N T I A L

AP. 749 A-3

Lt. Traendly
F/O Eckstein
Lt. Wahlen
Lr. Taucher
S/SgI. Duenn
S/Sgt. Banlus
S/Sgt. Batten
S/Sgt. Daly
S/SgI. McNarnaxa
S/Sgt. Zmmerman
S/Sgt. Stanhope

AP. 374 B-3

LL Tompkins
F/OMcDonough
Lt. Adsit
Lt. Stanley
Sgt. Henry
Cpl. Crackel
SgX. Pettis
Cpl. Long
Cpl. Thomas
Sgt. Ilarvey

Re-typed for clarity l2/06l2oos



A.I\4IfISIO}I
DATE

B. TARGET

C.THROUGHJ

K. REIV{ARKS

C  O N F I D E N T I A L

IIEADaItARTERS30TTHBOIvIBARDMENTGOUP(Hv) WBD/fop
APO #719

TAugust 1945

AI{NEX TO STAIEDARD- MISSION RmORT #307-615C.

Annexto 307615C.
1 August 1945.

Bmracks ad Persmnel Area d South end of ldakasstr Town,
Celebeslslmd.

Nil Change from basic Mission Report 307{15C.

Seven crewmen of the ditched B-24 mertioned in the basic
Repod bave been returrd to base, and inturogation reveals
the following;

The crew of A/C #749, bailed out d 0"10'3 - 12430'E *
approxirrxately 16004 1 August 1945. This plane had followed
two other planes ailay frtrn the t rget to look for suitable
shiming for skafing. The weather was bad and dming a
stalmg dack, tris plme became seprued from the others,
so the pilot decidedto return direct to bnse. After
climbingto 9000 f€taltitude, ardatlilllL #3 engine
flt o[rt andt]rc fuel pressrne dropped lo zeroi when put
on GToss fd, however, the engine cameback iIL lfuowing
thattln engineerhadtratrsferr€d all ftel fi,om the wing.tip
taflks, trd afts nakrng sure that no gasoline was left in
the bornb bay tank, the pilotinstuuctedthe ctewto prepare
for abandoning theplme andthe navigatorto s€ndtheir
position tobse. At this time, he was in radio ogttafi,
with a 424ft Squadron plane to whom he gave his position as
80 miles South of $idate (othercrewsreportedthe figne
as60 miles).
At 16001I #3 engine went or$ again, and tlre #4 md #2 engine
went oul The bail out bell was nmg andfhe crew $rted
to jump. The bwrbardierandnavigato( w€ot througfu the nose
wheel dooq thenose gumer, martin gunn€r, co-pilot,
radio operator, enginm and pilot wed out tlB &ont ofthe
bornb bay, the asst-engineer md cammm went out tb€ rear
of the bomb bay and tbe tail gmner rent out the camera
hatsh. Just beforc teaving the plane tlre co-pilot ptt the
IFF on emergency position and the pilot set up the C-1. Al-
Though the crew only had 5 minutes to prepae themselves
They left the plme well equippd. The plane atld dropped
Fonn 9,000 feetto 8,5m feet \rrkn,#3 engine went our, and
Everyone was out md had his chute open d 4,500 feet. The
Pilot had thee panels rip out of his puachte and u&ile he
deceirded muchloo fasthe was not injured inthe landing, but
It did cause him to lose his life raft The eight men thaf
Were rescued hit tle nater within 400 yards of eaoh other.
Daly, Banks and Ecksein got together tn abod 15 ninutes
And Zimmermm reashed tbetn 15 mindes later. They sighted
Tramdley and Stanbope 200 yards orso away and Srted
toward tlrcm. It was aftnost daxt v&en they got to th€m. At
this junctrtre a cry fcn help was heard offto one side and
Daly lefttb group and guidbythe shouting locatedDug;an
Who had losthisraftandhad olyhismae westto sttpport
him He was orausted and by his oum admission owes his
life to S/Sgt. Daly. It was complefiely da* urhen they re-
joined the other. During the nigbt they spat a good bit
of tine in the water as the rafts could not be made ro
holdthem all seauely. They had food and wderh* sensibly
refrained from consuming it Meanwhile, Lt. Tauctrcr had been
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having quite an experi€nce on his own. He nwer sighted
any of the othersav\fter landing inthe water so pr€,paredto
make himself as comfortable as possible as it grew dark
He had dozed ofi and about midnight something clawed against
His raft and overtumed it. Taucher immediately thougfu of
Sha*s and got out a knife in case of motherattack, but
none €me. His supposition was laterproved corect, as
teeth rnarts were visible in the rubber where a hole 12tn
diameter had been bitten out. He spent the rest of the nigtt
ard most of the ne:d day trying to repair his raft and when
the *Cat'' picked him up at about l6oofi2 August 1945 he
was completely exhausted. His raft had sunk a ferv minutes
beforehand andonly one halfof his rnae west would keep
inflded. The "Cat" nextpickedlrythe otherT menand
retrmedthem all to base.

Of the eleven mon abord NC #7 49,the following men have
Been rescued and returned to base, uninjured:

Lt. Traendly, Pilot.
FIO Eckst€iq co-pilot.
tt. Taucher. bombardier.
S/Sgt- Dugaa eNrgineer.
S/Sgt. Daly, ail gunner.
S/SgI. Bankus, asst. €ngineer.
S/Sgt. Zhmennan, nose gunn€r.
SiSgI. Stanhope, camemu[L

Thefollowingthree menhave notben rescued andare sti[
missing:

Lt. WahlerL navigdor.
S/Sgt. Batt€q radio operator.
S/Sgt. McNamar4 martin gunner.

WORTHB. DTJRHAM
Capt., Air Corps,
Ass't Intellige,nce Officer

DISTRIBUTION:
Group Comnander 1 copy
Squadrons 1 copy each
)ilII Bornber Command 15 copies
Statisticalofficer 4 oorpies
Operations Officer 1 copy

5 copies
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