‘Luck of the Irish’ Saves Cleveland Pilot

After Crashing in Shark-[n‘e

The “luck of the Irish" flies with Lieutenant Wallace F. Mc-
Greevy, 22, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. McGreevy, 2115 West
Boulevard,

Survivor of a plane crash in the Pacific, the young pilot is
convinced his luck is in.

In a graphie letter to his mother he described his tryst with
death in shark-clogged Pacific waters.

Look over her shoulder as she reads:

“After the crash 1 was in the water more than two hours,
and 1 did a little praying, thanking God for being alive and
asking him to guide the rescue boat to us in the darkness, also
to keep those darn sharks away.

“Several sharks were circling me, attracted by the blood,
but none of them made a pass at me. The swells were big but

smooth and I could hear a slapping sound In the water near mg
I called out, but got no answer. Then I knew it was sharks.

“It was so darned dark I couldn't see my hands, which
knew were cut. I checked myself over to find out if I had
my arms and legs. I had a bad headache and cuts on my hea¢
and face. I thought my jaw was broken, but it was just a ba{k
wallop. ¥

"Sergeant Beaty and I were together at first and we swam
like mad away from the wreckage, which exploded a few min-
utes later. He spotted a life raft, but it was full of holes. 1 lost
track of him later., He must have drowned as he was never
seen again.

“Van Dyke, Jackson and I tried to stay together. We kept.
calling to each other, I could only get half my life vest lnﬂated,

Turn to Page Two

Navy, Flyers
Team Upto
Blast Kiska

WASHINGTON (#)—The Navy
disclosed today that heavy
American air raids preceded and
followed the American warships’
bombardment of Japanese posi-

tions on Kiska Island Thursday.

As a result of the combined oper-
ations, enemy coastal batteries,
anti-aireraft positions and building
areas were hit, many fires were
started and one large explosion
was observed.

The communique also disclosed
that' Canadian flyers are partici-
pating in the campaign to soften up
Japanese defenses on Kiska, stating

Wild ‘Raid’
Puts Gang o

Following a Wild West raid on Westview Village, in which

the suburb was “shot up” with

Cleveland hoodlums, police qf two suburbs and Cleveland today

launched a wholesale roundup of

Sixteen suspects. their ages rang-
ing from 16 to 25, were held in
three jails today as police squad-
rons sought the others involved,

All are held on charges of as-
sault and battery and resisting ar-
rest.

Two men, innocent bystanders,
were injured in the raid on the
villape, which occurred Thursday
night and followed, according to

RadiganIsHeld
To Jury; Wife

that some of the fighter planes in| .

on Westview

f16 in Jail

firecrackers by a gang of young

the gang.

Donald Shirer, Olmsted Falls police
chief, an altercation over a girl sev-
eral days ago.

Shirer, who obtained names and
addresses of the gang members
from three youths captured imme-
diately after the raid, said he ex-
pects a wide series of recent juve-
nile crime to be cleared up as the
result of the roundup.

He and other officials waited until
they had full information to spring
the roundup trap.

Chase Them Five Miles

He told the story of the invasion
of Westview:

Food Prices
Rise2Pet. '

Here in June

Food prices in Cleveland rgse
2.2 per cent in June over May
levels while dropping .8 per cent
nationally, the Department [of
Labor reported today.

The cost ot food in Cleveljnd
averaged 173 per cent more past
month than during June, 1942, the
department's Bureau of Labor
tistics disclosed. 1

Over the nation, the overall cost
of living is up 23.8 per cent over
January, 1941, the base date of the
“Little Steel" wage formula, and
food prices are 45 per cent abive
that level, a Washington dispsich
said.

Rose 13 Per Cent by May

“Three auto loads of these hood-
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and, with my heavy shoes, my head
was under water most of the time.

“I felt myself getting sick a couple
of times, but I knew it would be
the end If 1 did, s0 I held out. 1
tried to head in for shore, but my
hands were so cut I couldn't use
them to swim. I was drifting out
to zea away from the rest, so I
quit calling.

“I finally got the rest of my Mae
West' inflated, so I hung onto the
neck of my vest and kept kicking
my feet When I would be on top of
the swells 1 could see a lot of Jlights
on shore and [ knew there was some
activity on the beach.

“Then I realized what was prob-
ably going on. The crash had made
everybody gather on the beach to
see what they. could .(it was. pitch
black, 1:30 a. m.). I knew evervbody
figured we were dead pigeons and

Lewis to Face

WLB Aug. 3 to
Defend Pact

WASHINGTON (#}—The dove of
peace fluttered over a strange new
course today—between the offices
of John L. Lewis and the War
Labor Board.

To get a contract he likes for his
hall million ccal miners, the United
Mine Workers chieftain at last was
ready to talk witk the board he
long had scorned,

And the board was ready, too.

In one of the most sensational
form reversals of his stormy career,
Lewis officially recognized the
board late yesterday and offered to
come before it in defense of & con-
tract signed three days ago be-
tween the U. M. W.'s Distriet 12 and
the llinoiz Coal Operators Associa-
tion,

The board promptly accepted and
notified him to attend a public
hearing starting August 3. During
the mine labor dispute which led
to government operation of the pits,
several previous board requests for
Lewis appearance went unheeded,

[nionist Explains Aclion

The only official explanation of
Lewis' action came from a N, M. 1.
official whe said that in the past the
board had no statutory standing,
but that it received legal status
through enactment of the Smith-
Connally Labor Disputes Act.

The move was seen by most labor,
observers as a sign of Lewls' deter-
mination to Behit for Basrd srmese.

probably wouldn't send a boat out.
"That's when I heard the sharks
1 remembered one of the men telling
me how that end of the island was
alive with sharks and barracuda.

“l began to feel hysterical, so I
decided not to think about it. About
then Van Dyke let out a horrible
scream. | couldn't see him, but he
sounded about 50 or 60 feet away.
I could hear Jackson trying to quiet
him down.

“1 wag very shark-conscious at the
time and fgured Van had been
struck. Actually he had just lapsed
into a shock. He screamed bloody
murder for a solid hour without a
let-up. It was enough to curdle your
hlmli

Then, with rescue almost out of

but they did not see the struggling
air men, The boat headed into ghore,
but MeGreevy wrote, “I couldn’t let
that boat go past again.

Signals Are Detected

"I grabbed my mirror from my
Mae West and made an attempt at
reflecting the light from shore to
the boat. Finally, they saw it and
came over lo where [ was. The
sides of the boat were too high and
I' eouldn’t climb up a rops with
my hands; so0 Bob Besse, a Cleve-
land boy from W. 119th Street, put
out in a rubber boat and pulled me
into it

“We picked up Van Dyke and
Jackson, bui couldn't find the resi.
It took us about an hour lo get in
as they had to pick their way
through the reefs and shoals in the
pitch blackness. Bob Besse lives
near us and it sure was swell to
have somebody from home with me
at a time like that”

After a short stay in the base
hospital, McGreevy recovered and
goon starts back to active duty.

Wins Medal in Raid

Holder of the Air Medal, he re-
eeived his decoration for participa-
tion in the long over-water bomb-
ing raid against Wake Island Jast
December 24, He was also awarded
an Oak Lea! Cluster In leu of an-
other Air Medal.

A graduate of Weslt High School,
he worked for the National Carbon
Co. before enlisting 14 months ago.
Twao brothers, Lieutenani William
McGreevy and Corporal John W.
McGreevy, also are in the Air

Forces. Wallace is the baby of the
family and Willlam was just com-
missioned;

sight, MeGreevy sighted o PT boar, —
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