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Fi0N] rITIAL

HEADDL LHTERS
Fil EAST LS PORCES
APD S

21 Augast 190k

AG W -KREINEST, Bobart H. (O)
SUAMECT: Meslng liseraft Report,

O ¢ Commanding Officer, Wi Bork S5, § Bomb Op, L.P.0. 719,
{THHL: Commnding Germral, Thirteemth Alr Fupes, AF.0. T19.)

To dais thls imadguarters has not received a W esliw Alrcraft Raport
partaining to the wirplios wiih skich Pirst Lisutenant WOVERT H, EREINEST:
O=006991, bocams misaing in setion 19 July 1944, It s dsired that this
report, required by FEAF Begulation 35-45, 21 June 19L&, be sccomplished
and forwarded to this headruarters with the lsast practicable delay,

By sommand of Llsot enant Usneral K83 HET
( - -
: _—}.'._.--..r#l' -

¢ J. PICCHI,

Ad M - EEETERST, WP K. (0) 1ok Isd, 3/ 5/ wad
ERADGUANTERS THINFEENTE AIR FORCE, AFO T19, 26 Augmet 1954,

" T0: Comsandisg Gessral, ITII Besber Comsand. AFO T19.
Tor necessary aciion,
by Command of Major Semaral STEENTT:
f't-_.?;"'“#--l;
',l'ﬂ-. “‘.

Captain, ilr Serps, =
Aetg. Aewt, Ad). Gen,

{ :wﬂim
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ESHEIRELiidE

BIC: Lir, Hg FEAF, AFO 935, dwd 2l dug &4 Subjl
= Soport_, ra 2 8 L-“:a..-p--x-'l

j’ﬁu’nJJ‘ ) I T
HEADQUARTE RS LITT BOUEER COMMMEN, LY FTLY, 7

Tos Commaling General, Thi

rtoanth &ir

For the Commanding wenarali
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023
[l Aup &L)

.:_.n.'; ARTE B, FAN A

™M Cosmanding Officer, Vil fombapdesnt Sqguadeo
AFD 563, Unit F l.

iED: Comsanding General, Thirtesnth ilr Foros, AR
l:. Tha sttached ) dnp ALF noft 1o returned heapewlth.

Zy Aa alrht f the crew oesbars !nve returned to il LI ATy
control an dadlcation of that fact will be maide on the report.

Y. Pampmph 12 of the Wassing Alr Crew Heport will be
completed,

ks Hoguest timi statementa be obialned from each of the
purvivors 1o order that 4 determimtion cay be oade a8 Lo what gAYy hive
happened Lo Lhe arew maambers whe have Aot returned to mllitary sntrol.

5 Tour attention s inwited to Section 62 Har Departsant
Clroular 195, 1943 which provides as [allows;
'"Investigation of eircunstances Atiending Lha case of umy
parson meported mlssing o misalng Lln actlon wlll lallow when mond1Elone
incdl gate sdvisabllity therefor. VWhenever svidence Justliiles & change
from report of miselng or missdng ln sotion to one of death, & supple-
msntary report will be promptly subsitted. If the inforsstilon or
avidence Is not .-u..-l.-Ju.L-,‘.-’ gontlusive of death, a reprt of all facte will
ba mubeltted. ™

If elreusstances ard Fath Al Lo .!l'.l'.;f_'.' i raport of ':I.Ilnlu'l‘.-hr
a correcte’ _sualty Beport will be prepared for Llsctemamt Krelnest and
Searpeant St®emn ln sceordanes with FEAF Repulation ¥i=45 21 Jumne 1904 .

T LI it i found that & changs In status is nobt Justified,
rogaest Liat a report of e fedts and elréwsstars es upon whish a pre-
sumption aff survival say ba baged be scommplished and sdded to U la

Wlesning Alr Crow Beport when it Ls Peturmed.

f Liswtemant Ganersl
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EONELDENILIAL
BASIG:  Lir-, Ho FBAR, dtd 21 juog 1944, Qubly “Missing Mrerafh Beport,®_ _

Fth Ind. [
HEADQIARTERS 5TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H), AFO #7159, 5 October 19kk.

%0: Cossanding Officer, J54th Bombardssct Squadroa (H), APO FT19.

For cosplisnce.
By order of Colonel MUSGHAVE:

~asted? )

s Mir Corpa,

=k =

CONFARRNZIAL
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CONPLREEZIAL
BASTCa 1Lir.; Rg FEAF, dtd Il jug 1964, Subjy “lssng jiroraft Repori.®

MEADQUARTERS J54TH BOMBURIMENT SQUAIRON (H), APO 719, Ll October 154k.

T Oessnding Offlcer, Sth Bosbardssat gfoup (H)s AFO 719

l: Pard. 2 of oth Ind. complisd with.
ds Fara. F) of obh Ind. cosplied wiib.

3. Io complisncs with pars. g of otk Isd,, axirects from T94Lh poasb-
ardmeot Squadres (H) 3=4 [llss are soclossd. This lnclodes statssanis from seven
of the surviving crew meabers; of whoa four are still sssbere of this squadren.
Thase asn were contacted bet hawe nothing ferther to add to previcus statemsnta.
These four men are Japtain Longine, T/5gt Perrand, 5/3gt Craghead, and gpl Christ-

bk« It 15 balbeved that a chinges in the states of the =lssing sen is
oot jutified. This fast is subsiantisted by Lhe mmelosed statessnis,

i
ot B L ATV
PAT J PATTERSON
mjor, air perps
O 1oy,

2 1eely
wlsslng ulr grew Rejort
Extracts from Sqdn 5-3 flles

- =
SQREIRREIL NG
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Y TH BOMBANDMENT SQUADRCE (H)
AFO T19

A July 1904
SURJECT: Eyewitnesa deseription ol Crash of iirplane #LL-LO5N.

0 t Besdquarters, Arey Alr Forces, Hashingtem, 0.C.
THED i Channala,

I did not pes the Alrplanes get hit, I sotiesd a 1ittls hole in the
underside of the laft wing just betwsan #1 aod #2 engines just ahesad of Lhe
lsading edge of the flap, It was & slow fire burning arcund the sdees of
the hole., The hols slowly got larger and larger. The fire sesmed 49 though
it almoat went out twioe,

Tha Fllet or soms olher mesber of the Crew called me on VEF aiicing o=
shere and how bad the fire mae, I called hack asd tald hism shat I saw but no
one soknowledged the eall, Just s few minutes later | saw a mn oome oul of
the oasera hatch fest firet., I was flying & 1ittls to the laft and lowsr than
Adrplane #5954 so the man cleared wy wing by just a few fwt, 1 moved over to
the laft swmy froa the ship and as 1 4id so ancther mn came cut the Camars
Hiateh, Both of thess parschutes opsmed, Just then the Airplane (554) mede a
alight dip and then levelsd out again, then settled isto a slow glide turning

slightly to the right, I comtimued to fly stralght absad with the rest of the
Squadren, The fire ia Alrplane #5590 by this tise hed spread the satire langth
of the flap and then scmsthing stresmed cut, It locked as though the fusl
eall had burped through csusing gasoline to leak ocut, The fire spread repidly
inte the fuselage. | wao able to see through the waist uindow of Airplane #3554
and eould see that the [ire had startsd on the Command Desk.

The mumber 2 Alrplans called and ordersd the formatisn to foram on his,
When 1 pulled into formation again I cold not see Alrplans #5594 but the mesbers
of my crew saw nine parschutes open ne the men were hailiag out, OUne san on uy
Crew sald ba saw something coms out of the Camers Hatsh and fall out of sight.
Be baliswed it sight have besn a 1ife rft, My Alrplanc had s Camsra Man om it
and he pot about tan pietures of the men balling out, the ship om fire amd of the
Alrplans hitting tha waiar,

The new Squadron Lessder made a oirele to the right and descended, I mw
thres parschutes in the water and Lirplans #550 burning on the walaer,

The Squadrom in the back of us were already down low over the wwier and
ware clreling the burning plane, We cireled and the Leader got the position
of the ersshed plane and sent it eut on V.E.F. snd Liaisen. 1 listensd ir to
check the position amd time and also to be sure he used the right frequendr.
Bs warw low oo mescline so the Sqmdron Leader hesded Tor the Haps. ¥ Man
{oto & lot of raln and elouds on the way back which made it lspossille for Yy
redic oparstor Lo hear or send amything on the Lialsen Set.

A THUE COFT A Ja/ Clarence E. Borous
: : : 7t/ CLAKENGS §, BORMS,
l-.t' Ltll -!L'!p ;};Ft ﬂ‘frml Alr WI
- L
e ——egeil R

Aset. Adj, Ges

'l
8
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JGLTH BOMBLLR WENT SCOULDRON (E)
AFO T19

21 July 1944
SUBJECT: Eyowitness descriptlon of ecrash of Alrplame #LL-L0%H.
™ 1 Headquarters, Arwy Alr Forces, Nashingtom, 0.C.
T ¢ Channals.

Be 414 met have interceptiom for at least flve mimutes after leaving the
target, Soom after mesting interception I moticed s small spot of flase lapp-
roximtaly sight inches wida) between the 1 mnd 2 englne mealls of Airplans
#55,, aloser Lo #1 engine below wing tralling edps.

I s Tlying on his left wing; wy orew was on interphone amd I man on VHF,
I could not transmit nar receive on VHF gt the tise, 1 trisd to call F35 but
gould pot, Fowswer I eould tall by the sen in the wmist that thay ware conaclous
af the fire., The flase turmed sbout the sase sime for gquite sowe tine and I
ptaysd I formtion, BSevernl times #55 dove, probably trylsg te blow tha [lass
out (I thought) bot he did not excesd 190 MFH (I until he levelsd off again,
For & while the fire locked as though 1t would go ouiy then It increased. I
noticed the top of the fusalage just above trailing edge of wing began to blister
ar warp {rom heat, About that tise the walst buret inte flames and the flasea
blew back past the waist windows, This was & red flame (fueal fire) snd sc was
the flams on the wing., Aftsr that two (2) sen bailed cut the camers hatch while
we wors atlll in formation. Them #5594, whish was the lsad ship of the squadren
formation, dove and turned to the right; I saw FURFLE 1B (#2 plane in the lead
slement) contime straight ahead so I flew oc his laft wing. I did not see 'he
men ball cut but sy crew counted alevea (11) chutss, Somstiss later 1 saw the
explosion when the plane hit the wmter, We cirelsd tha spot & wills in ferantion
and my san dropped a 1ife mft from our altitude of 6,000', It inflated; they
#dn't see it hit the wter but they thought it overshot, Our WHF then worked
again and PURFLE 1B, who hod now assumed lsad of the squadron, called t~ say
tmt since ws wars low on pas he thought we should turn on sourse, 1 agroed
becsuse we were guite a bit later in returning than usual, PFURFLE 1B sald he
would send In his position and I potified him that I wouldn't send any mossages.
I also told him we were O.I. We then started home and later were separated by
woa thar,

1 did not ses the attach on the lsad plans (#%l) but 1 thought I saw a
bols about the slss of & 20 s above the wing right over Uw fire, Tha Mlre
was fust below the wing,

The Navigator tock down the position and time but we sent RO EesSAfes. 1
chacked with PURFLE 1P to be sure he made all the nesessary colls om the right

frequency .

Jo/f Roger M, Fake
/v/ hOGER B, FAKE,
2nd Lt,, Alr Corps,
Filot.

Aast, Ad].
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JGLTH DOMBARDMINT SQUADRON (M

BARD
APO T1I9

21 Jaly 1844
SEJECT: Eyewitosss description of Crash of Alrplane #L4=-405%.
11 1 Headquartars, Arsy Alr Forces, Washimgtom, b.C.
THELU 5 Channals .

I 444 pot ses the Airplans pet Bit, The Tirgt Lise 1 moticea that
somsthing was wrcng was when the Alrplane went into a sudden dive and one
man bailed out, I followed the ship in its diwe and then noticed a large
bols in the top of the laft wing, Through this koles I conld sss the Gatire
santar ssetion of the wing burning. It locksd weary mush like the inalde
af a blast furmses, 1 also noticed throyh the open wmist window ol ths
alrplans that ths sntire inside of the fuselage forward of the walist wimlow
was aleo burnings in the same manneT as the wing.

The Airplane pulisd oot of its dive after loaing only 100 feet, lavelad
of f somestarily and then psslsd off 1n froot of me, I called for the reminder
of the ith Lirplanss to follow me down amd cover the parachuting wen, Just
as soon aa I oould see Adrplane F590 again I turned and followsd 1% dowm, 1
noticed that some Alrplanes from the other Squadrons behind me were also going
down to cover the men, they wers lowsr than 1 st this tise,

1 went down to approximataly 5000 feet and clreled the asa WhETS tha
Airplans . ad erashed and exploded for about 20 mimites, I d4id not go any lower
than S000 Teet as 5 or & Alrplsnes were clreling just abowe the watar,

Aftar ssoartaining that at lsast 2 1ife rafts had been dropped and seeing
one Tloating near the place the Alrplane crashed I turned om course and ot
to tha Hase,

Persorally I only saw 5 open parachutes but wy walst gunnars saw 3 open 1
one san dissppear into a cloud before his chute opemed, Fe i1d npot know whether
this abuts opanad or oot

I uld pot ses amy of the men get into the raft or ses amy of thes floating
18 the wateT,

.I'rl.l'r Vernon 0, Woodard,
Jt/ VEREON 0, WOODURD,
2nd Lt,, dlr Corpe,
Deputy Squadron Lasder.
§ = Inalpsures,
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SUBJICT: Statement on Extent and Deserivtion of Bearel
0 1 Hesdquarters, Arey Air Forces, Washingtan, D.C,
THU : Chamnals,

1. The following statemect of ssareh condusted for missing crew of
Adrplane FLL-{099L 13 sxrtracted from the Mald erder of the nianion.

With Bomd Sq (
5tk Bomb Op (H),
AFO 79, 19 My 1944,

._.'h
H),

FIELD CRDE
MMEEE 117)

1« ke (1) (a) Bescue submarice, call GARDENTA, will be inm vieinity of YAF ISLAND, and
will goard 4475 HOa (volce) and B45S MCe (OW). Dletreas éalls will be
troadeast direet to sulmarine, using reference polnt of Lat O7=00 B,
Long 13800 E, Code worde TUIEDC and JTLL will refer to the posltion
and will be ueed on fallowlng cocaslons i
TWEDD ¢ When alreraft {5 {5 Astress but stlll in the air.
JILL ! Then airoraft has already made wter landing, or
when murvivors are sightsd in the watar,

HOTE: Feference point "SALLY" wil] comtinue to be ussd in
contasting Catalinan,

Aescus submarine, ca'l PALFITATON, will be in viclnity of ' _EAT TSLAND
and will operats on saas frequencies, using FOFFY or MAIZIE refesrence
:.'Il"-i.:l‘.t-l-

fisgcue Cataline, call GAPDEIA 10 (woles) and VL (CW)] will procesd

on direct course of 325 deg (T) from LOS ¥ECROS ISLAND %o srrive at
lat Od=i% N, Lomg 14235 E at 1LSK, whare 1t will erbit wmtil 1USK
ind thereafter returs to base,

Resont Cataline, call GARDENTA 11 (vodee) and WG (C¥) will be on local
"‘"iﬂ:'mﬂ 'Ilﬂﬂi-

Esforence polnts for resous purposed in contacting Catalisas are:

YAF irea  BALLY : lat 05-00 ¥, Loag 1i2-30 E.

WOLEL] Area 1 FAFFT @ Lat 02-00 ¥, Long 1iA-O0B
EIZIE 1 Lat 06=00 N, Lony Lid=OOK,

SBIEAE]

a ¥ -
e ]
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% tament on Drtent and Dagpeription of Jearch, Mith B

&l Jaly 1944, comtid

for missing crews of

i pearel gondueted
0 Jaly 294l

F e follswing Ftatamant r
Mdrplans fLl-4059L 18 extracted from Flald Order fo, e,

|'|1-.1. ‘"-".ﬂl" -JT I:H:ll

i 79,
July 19448,

FIELD Ofper )

WMDEE 118

s A+ This Group will wi 1'_‘ teo (2) B-2i type aireraft sonduct s Bpecinl Ssareh in
i:uard&_n.!.ﬂa:;irfv_‘. ascun Cataliss ., sall OARDENTL SFECLIAL, for lost i_'_"'ﬂ..m m:ﬁ]_tnrg
*‘TW:-::_L-\ Farike om 19 July 1944, using the polnt of 08 dag 26 min ¥ II}H d .
40 min E and pesrching in s square pattern, on 20 July ].:u'.-l ' Ll

/nf/ Orville 0, Adsas

/t/ ORVILLE . ADAMS

Major, dir Corps
Commanding
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JLTH POMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
AFo 719

27 July 1964
Eescus of the Crew of Ap #5594,
Commnding (fficer, Juth Boubardsent Squadron (H), APD 719.

19 July 1964 thls sjuadron was ordered te strike the dispersal
[sland pirdress at 11505, With sdx B-24 type airplaces this
the 5th Bosb Group Formation. Qaptain Loagino, in Ap 59, led the
Pus to weather conditions sonsountersd in routs to the targst, the
becins scoawhal mparsted, and sensejuaatly Lhe rendezvous at
mas dalayed. The Group recdesvous wes sccosplisbed; bowsver;
Lengine led thes ower the target at L2I0K. Bosbs were dropped
as brisfed;, but becavas of the B/10 cumuilus undercast, re=
the bombing ware unobssrved. Breaking sy fros the target, the
wa intarcepted at 123N by five Tekes. The latercepilon
starting ot 12,000 fest and floally oreaklng off at
This squadron sustained some 12 to 15 pesses, with the majority
of thes scoming frea the noss batwsen 10 and 2 ovelock, high and low. The
passss ware prassed hoas oftean to within 200 yards bafors thay broke away.
Thres of our alrplones weres holsd by the snasy fighter Clre. Two of Lhaas
planss recaiwed caly minor damags, and the lsad airplane, #3594 was ol down,

Captaln Lomgins asd his crew report that thalr alrplins reseiwved st
ft wing, betwesan Lhe #1 and §d angloes. (oo
wing wis holed, and set afire. The [lase spraad
to Lhe bomd bay, whepe moled axygen tanks reicipdled it, and cauwsed & writabls
inferne. it, but it was soon evidesi that Lhess
sar® clalems, so Japtaln Loagiee gave the osrder Lo abandon the alr = Lha
3 =

camers batck, and §/8g%
Morriscn, Lhe noss gumaer, who laft by noss whaal door. Four more omn,
Lt Hicksy, the ma tor} Captain yegoonell, the bombardier; T/”gt Ferrand,
the sngineer, and §/5gt Creghead, ihe ball gunner; lelt together, all of
thase men sxsept Qaptain McConoell left by the bosb bay. Captain yeCoanell
want out Lhe noss wheal deors. Flmlly Caplaln jengins ind Lt Kralfest want
put the bomb bay.

e feal that the san tell thalr axperiscces far bettsr Lhan we are
capable of expressing thea; for that resscn we are iocluding in this repori the
persopal stories of each of the survivors as they have writtesm it. (aptaln
Megonnell is the only one who was lnjured in the descent. 48 be was afraid
that the alrplans might explods any second, be jusped with only one of his lag
straps fastemed. The shocs of the chute opening broke tires of kls ribs, and
seversly brulsed his lag and greiun, We bave interviewsd him in the hospital
and his story agrees io every detall with the storiss of Lhe other crew EEEDATr.

=1=
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1st Lt. Robsrt 4 a
8/3gt Wodrow 5. Strumn, sssistami. sagineer.
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DECLASSIFIED

¥

A =

5 v ware Jjolned by sev=

The 35&ih Squadron stayed
Ird gquadron (Purpls 2).

mdumhmnﬂ-
hh!bﬂdﬂlll-iuil,u
_---ﬁullﬂﬂuufiﬂw
to 135° magnetic at 160 to 165 mph after
Power was reduced to 30* and Z100 rpm. pBombe
Qur moss and top turrets

Groop was to wvirlke al Yap Ialand at

Thasa atticks wers all pressed to

wus schaduled at OF50M, but was abowh
vary closs range and alscet unoppossd by our defecaive Cire.

coatrol tower.
r-m“pm,-uua-r-mn

Hﬂ.:trﬂ l-dlqlnduluddrplmnfmmﬂ
gur laf

EITRAGCT

190k,
He replied that the fire was still

m

.“m_w
m _ muw.mrm

i
-
i
i
g

fescus of the orew of Aip 1556

anked the co=pllobt po oo back and lovestigate; amd bhe

Huh

ammy at 1220%. jibout fiwe micutes after bocba sway, flve fighters were cbesrved &

giglsek on about sur lafel, spparsstly attespting to head we off for o Drestal attack.
A Tow mimuies later, the first attack came from about 10430 ovelock high, followed by
ware firing very irregularly and cur wing ships were mot cheerved Lo be fring slibar.

llwu.u-t-.. No Ll obsarved,
sevaral sore frea 1l oveleck to lovelock, all high.
ﬂ.... Sosecns then teld me on Yhe loterphone thai

and aaled hew It looked.




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: NND 735001
By: NARA NARA Date: 1973

ptr, Ykth posh 5q (H)s APO 719, 27 July 1944, subj; Rescuws of the crew of 4p F5%

take the coe back [rom the pose, This [ dld. ] then throtiled back to 27» (all four
engines wars still runsing) and started & faster descenmt. ] told the reat of the
formation T was descending and asked thes to cover ws Af T bad to ditch. A&t this tiss,
w ware still under iutercepticn. 1 mow msked the pavigator for & bearing to the resp
gus submarioe which we bad sighted aboub 30 minutes before resching the target. He
immedistely rtarted to work on this. The sc-pilot now retumed with the informstion
that the fire mas out of conbrol and we would have to abandon ablp. The alrplans wmas
still on JPCE and It mow sosed ower Into & slight diwe (2000 feet & minsts descesnt).
Ths Flght wing alse dropped. 1 atteapted Lo reccwver wmith AFCE but ol o0 responss.

I then trisd macually sad found we had oo elswaior control, but 1 did raies the pight
wing: Now, I pushad the alirm ball button Chres Clmss, but could pot hear the ball
(the ball turret gunner seess to be the only ocne who beard it)s I locked back and saw
men jumphog from forward bosb-bay. I laft the pllots sear and stood up, leaning over
ths ssat to contrel the wheel. 7T looked back and could ses no laft axcept tha
no=fr lot who was stacding on the ocat-walk locking at se. o fact, he started to clish
back on the Ilighi deck apparecily coming back for me. ] sotloned for hi= to Jump,
but he mould not lsawe uotil T jolned his in the boch bay: 1 ballevs we ware at about
&y 000 feat whes he jumped. I Jollowed a Lew scconds later and saw Lhe co=-pllott's chute
opan, We both jusped from the right side of the forwsrd bosb bay. I could fesl the
bhoat from the laft side bafore I laft the [light deck. jfter sy chute opsnad, I locked
around and saw several other chutes in the water, and several in the air. BPefors we
wers Bit, we had held 135° mag. and at the tloe we jusped, I balisve cur hesding was
approxisataly south. fHhile still is the alr, T wtehed the sirplane. Ji waé 4 shallow
apiral to Lhe right, and completed alout of turn bafore crashing ons =ils west of
. jfter bitiing the water, it must hawve taken == about ten mloutes to get out of =y
ghate barnsss and inflate =y Wee west. I then relsased my sea sarker &ye inm an effors
to got & Life maft dropped to me. Two B-24's came down to low altitude and coe of them
sam e, He clreled and sade & run oo me, drepping a raft 100 yards or a6 down wind
from ss. jfter resching the raft 20 or 30 minutes later, ] dlscoversd the ioflating
pechaniem was brokan off, so T started blowing i1t up with my south. By sbout L300K,
whan [ sighted the rescuws submarine; T bad the raft about balf inflated. The sub,

shan T first saw 1%, was about opoe mile dowswdnd where they plcked up the Aret sspty
Life raft. The sub turped, started searching up wind, and pleked my up at LI9K.
Elght of as were plekisd Wp in the followlng order)

1% July = L54SE, Captain plek Longino Jr., Fllot
dblJE; Captain fobert N Wofoncell, bosbardisr
1615K, 5/8gt John L Morwison, armorer guner
1920K, 8/8gt Charles E Craghead Jr., Arsorer gusner
1928, 1/5gt Peter J Perrand, engineer
2050, 1ot Lt Pellip dickey, oavigstor

20 July = 0630K; Cpi Guorgs Christoplos; asst Radle Jperator
181K, 7/8gt leonds N Jumss, radio opsretor

L] - L L L] L]

Barrative account of lst Lt Philip P Wiekey, Mavigstor

pftear soas difficulty I wes Lifted abomrd, aad later balped balow dezks, Hers |
mus locked after by the pharmscist mate, showe=ed, and put to bed. ] was anabls to
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bold anyibing on sy stomsch, dus T think to the unsetiling efiect of 5o zuch salt
miar., ] bad been Lo Lhe water Jor alght hours alsost to Lhe sibats.

Capt Longine, Capt WeQonmell, 5/8gt Merrisen, 8/igt Craghead, and 1/5gt perraad
bid besn ploked up before =8 in the order ssotlonsd. The sub scotinued tha patroel
thronglsul i night, shoaling to attrict attesticon to thessolved.

garly the paxt morming, cpl: christoplos was plcked uwp after 17 hours in the
mbar. bt 1830, v/agt Jums was plcied up after 29§ bours in the water, sven though
hops had bean sbandoned. This fesat of staying aflcal in & 1ifs wvest for such a pariod
of tiss mst be tried to be fully appreclated.

the seakch was continued for Lhe othar cresm sssbers throughout the might of tha
Zith of July and the daylight hours of the Zlst, This effort wes witboui awil. The
too mlsslog wers lst [t gobert Ereinest and 3/5gt gtrosan.

Narrative jocoust by T/8gt Peter J Ferrund, jerlal Spginesr

- - ']
ad troubles petting rid of oy parschute after landing in the wmtar. Mad to cut
shrood Lines smay with sy knife. COouldo't find any of the rafis or ssergency esquip—
ant drojred by w or the other planes in the formtion.
Spotied submarins about ome hour later but Lhey dlds't ses the dye fros sed-
marker. Thay wers about 34 of a mile distant. Mae west inflated properly and bad
B Lleakd.

L] L L3 - L - - E ] L ]

Narrative jocount of §/Sgt Charles E Craghead Jr
.t

- -
I bagan swlssing towsrds whers Lhe amoice
Mading scae one with a it or sayoe dlnding to hold on to. The water was
#0 roagh it was alscet Lsmpossible I found the carigator and we
stayed togebimr for two or three hours, w Liret sam the sub that
litar plcked w up. It was fiwe
to our Mas Wesi, we might bave bess abls Lo at
and [ found the saglcesr. W stayed Logeiha
I sighted the sub again. By this tisw; I was about 300 yards from the saglosar.
kspt trylog to waw and boller st the sub ustil they
e Up. ] gave them an ides where the saglnesr and ne
tham aboard.
L] L]

l- ™ -~

parrative jocount of T/8g% Loncie N Jumsa,

&nmnmmggrumﬁ

- * .

I leoked to ses Lf I could ses anyihing or anyone bui pa™ pothinmg. pbout 1730 or
1800 that evening 7 saw a sub, I howled and waiwved buf they mist ool bive heird ae a&a
thay turned and weot the othar may. [ stayed iln that aftercoon froa about 1 o'elock,
that might and the paxt day wntll about 1800 the paxi evenlng. 1 wms [ghidng porpodiss
amy from o but ons alipped up on =@ and Bit me in the hand end on the sbkls. After
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- s A .

Paying in the waiaf for about 30 hours with gy e et Shorts aod & jacket T was plak=
od up by & sub which brought elght of wa back. Two were Esalog.

L] L] L - L] - - .

Barratiw jecount of 5/Bgt Jobm | werrisca J-r"f
AfEmier (eener [

] L ] L]

W Adfs vest falisd to bold air Lo the froot compartsent and the rear ooe
deflated sieadily after it was put in use. To the Dest of ayimoulsdge there were two
otbher Life vests that acted in & similar sasner.

thers seamad to be & lick of covera s frow the resaining planes which eircled
talce, &t fairly high altitude, inscouraisly dropped squipsent and laft. poat of
this squipmant waa pleked up &y Lhe subsarios enused, or damaged. yery littls of the
squipsant was dropped closs scough bto be resched ln tie water and the remins were
probably deasaged from the high drop.

Be shilps alirs ball could ool be beird and was evidantally sot working. W
ware not amars in the nose that the rest of the crew was abandoning ship natil the
firet fem were oesn pamahuting down.

- - L L ]

parrative yosount of gpl george christoplos
dost jadlo gperetée guager

L - L]

A8 T was aboat to kit the wmater I tried to unbucils oy chubls but T was lo Lhe
siter bafore | could get angiblng dooe. ] then procesded Lo take my barness off aad
ullated one side of the uee West. Meaowhils oy cho's had tangled arcund ay lags,
luckily I"'bad & pan knifs ln sy pockel so [ cut the oute amiy. Tiano ] tock my lea-
toer jecket off and juwst rested. ] could oot see inyoos oedr =a. phea 1 hit tha
wmtar T saw the exploalon &od smcks from our plass. It hit about thres =llss sway
froa where ] was.

I floated around for ashile until 4 sighted the sub. Then tock sy shoss off
and threw thes up ln the alr but they dida't ses 2e and weal right oo by. J spotted
bhes agaln absut five ovolock, then again around 7 ofclock. it aboul oine or ten
oielock thay ¢irclel arcund =s not sore than 300 fest but could nol bear ss. T &id
oot ses them agaln t1] damn. They wersn't wery far so I pulled sy dye wilch thay
saw and ploked =8 up.

L -

Extracted from the J94th Bosdb 5q (i), 8-2, Fils, 9 Qutober Ll9kk. -

T r’-‘-".;‘."f-l.fir':-:'-'-f;“ i
PAT J. PATTERSON,
Major, Air porps,

o




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: NND 735001
By: NARA NARA Date: 1973

Eiddliddlidial




	Page 1.jpg
	Page 2.jpg
	Page 3.jpg
	Page 4.jpg
	Page 5.jpg
	Page 6.jpg
	Page 7.jpg
	Page 8.jpg
	Page 11.jpg
	Page 12.jpg
	Page 13.jpg
	Page 14.jpg
	Page 15.jpg
	Page 16.jpg
	Page 17.jpg
	Page 18.jpg
	Page 19.jpg
	Page 20.jpg
	Page 21.jpg
	Page 22.jpg
	Page 23.jpg

