


* ¥/0 Charles J. Harder

st 1t Walter C. Rowsn

lst Ui Joseph 8. Prinsipe
1st Lt Ulna K. Byler

dnd Lt Bem Camp, I=.

T/8gt Francis R. Keefe
T/8gh Wishasl G, Vetrecdn
£/8gt Glarence W. Dickerson
8/8gt Jemes M. Hitohoook
8/8gt Willimm W. Wstare, Jr.

8/8gt Rab=n U. ¥iller

: abs/ 76365/ 11/:};6/1.4;
§

Ve
itrs., Ruth X, nud-r/(ur.)
3136 West Mational Avemus,
m, Wigeangin, -

Mre. Gress N. Rowsn/ (Hife)
23819 Ozrugs Strest

]
Now ¥

ira. Wilms L. Byltr{ ife)
Ossain Street, 5
Daner $11e, FWew !'m/"

iirs. Jme M. Camp, “(Wife)
414 Vest. Qyund: hvems, ~
Deestur, Illinods,

Krg. Greae A. Kpefa,{Mother)
Btroet

451 Lexington
Auborndals, Mes  slusetts.

~
2605 Suivlay, A
!m’ OMQa ’

¥rs. Nellis H. Dickerson, (Mothar)
Bax 23, B 5
sk HI11, West Virginds,

1393 Elwood, '
Pomena, Califernda, 7
s, Ferus L. Ratars,’ (iotimr)

321 Charry Street
Pine Binff, Arkanses.

111 Monres Avemus Scutheast,
c“t‘. Ohio.




SC0dF L DN ST

%:R DEPARTIIENT
HEADQUARTERS AR!Y AIR FORCES
TAGHINGTOW

MISSING ..IR CREV REPORT

INPORTANT: This report will be compiled in triplicate by each lrmy air
Foroces organization within 48 hours of the time an aircraft

is offieially reported miasing.

1. ORGNIZATION: Location APOF 719 ; Command or Air Force 13th Air Force

Group 307th Bowb (H) ;" Squadron  o7¢th Bomb (H) : Detachment Nome H
SPECIFY: Polnt of Departure Mokerang Airdrome ; Course To YAP vik SOROL and réturn

intendod Destination llokerang. = ; Type of ilission Gcmhwt i

" WELTHRR COUDITIONS WND VISIBILITY .7 TL8 OF CHaSH OR WHEN LAST 3
fHigh overcast, alto stratus st 165,000, .2 low cumulus, Es 3000 !nsibili'l_:x 1-2 miles K
:o GIVE: (=) Date TTEa-M. MeADBYOXe ; amd ‘Location 09° 08' N, =1380 17' E. [E&
of Tast lmow Theredbouts of missi:ng eiroralt, ol
16) Bpecily whothor { ) Lost Sighted; ( ) Lmst Contacted by Radio;
{ ) Forced Dowa (X) Seen to Crash, or ( ) Information not availablo.
AIRCRAFT WiS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO H.VE BEEW LOST, AS o RESULT OF: (Chook
only one) ( ) Encmy aireraft ( ) Enemy antissircroft { ) Other Circum-
stonces ns Follows Collision between ARf: 42.73119 and ARE 44-40556

..IRCRFT: Type, fodel ond S6rias B=gdd  § he.sls Serial NO. 44=405655
ENGINES: Type, dodel and Serics R~183065A ; LslieF. Scrial No. (a) BP-440031
(b) _ BP-439965 3 (o] BP=439987 i (d)__ BP-43TTIT

INST:LLTD v.E.PONS (Furnish below Make, Tgpo and Scrial fjumber)

(a) 10-50 Cale Brmmggggmohine Gunse (cggh-zl Serial nmfﬂg unlmomwn.

(e)
THFE PERSONS LLSIED PELOV WERE REPORTED .S: (o) Battle Cosunity  Yess o~ --.

or (b) ijoneBattle Cosualty 4 -

NUMBER OF PER30WS ..BOLRD .LIRCR.IFT: Crow 7]1; fesscngers 3 Toto.l
(Starting with pilot, furnish the followi ng particulars: 1T more timn }U )

persons were aboard aireoraft, list similar particulars on separato \nheet
and attach original to thim form,) =

Name in Full Serial
Crew Pesition (Last Yame Firat) Rank Number
Pilot SYLOR, ULNA H. lsteLte  0-g0330¢ M IHA
Co=Pilot

atrecin, Michael G. Jr. ;.gzrosov m::,_ -
g gineer __ifiller, Ruben. Oe - 15323660 MIHA

: Radio Operator - ¥eefe, Francis. R. 730 A

ss Aasg't Radio Owsrator Waters, William e Jr E S,Z/Sz!;. 13168122 MR

is Gunner Hitchoook, James. M, v 3/8st, 39258020 M A

10. Guaner Dickerson, Clarence. Wo \' _ 5/Seys 35242188 MIR

il. IDENTIFY BELO® THOSE FERSCHS .i10 .RE BELIEVED TQ HiVE L.bT INOGLEDGE OF ..IR-
CR..FT, ;L,ID CHECK .PPROPRILTE COI.IM TC INDIC.TE B..SIS FOR S:uiliz

i

:.T f T 5 / - /




. '}

MISSING AIR CREW REPORT ~ (continued) S .
1 ' Check only One Column

] . Contacted
Sow
Name in Full Serial By Lasgt Saw . Forced
(Lest Yame First) Rank Number  Radio Sighted  Crosh Landing
1. CO3STETTER, JAMES P lat.lt. 0-661489 X
2. ERUM, GEORGE W. Corp. 39605884 X

T. ALTIERI, RAYHOND R.  Coym. 32840591

Attached Stetements

12, IF PERSONNEL ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE SURVIVED, ANSVER 1ES TO ONE OF THE FOLLCW-
ING STATEMENTS: (o) Porachutes wore used vagy (b) Persons were seem walking
awey from scone of erash _ ; or (c) Any o wr roason (Specify)

13, ATT..CH /ERL:L PHOTOGRAPH, WiP, CHART, OR SKETCH, SHOWING APPROXLILLIE LOCA-
TIOH /HERE AIRCRAFT WAS LAST SEEN,.

14, 4LTT.:.CH EYRUWITNESS DESCRIPTION OF CRASI, FORCED LANDING, OR OTHER CIRCULISTANCES
' TALUTING TO MISSING AIRCRAFT, - -

15, ATTACH i DESCRIPTIOH OF THE EXTEND OF SEARCH, IF AlNY, AND GIVE -WIE, RANK AND

SERIAL NUL.BER OF OFFICER IN CHARGE HERE 1

Nore

-..

Date of Report 17 July, 1944,

. : . A 2

(S
IRVING H. VWATERMAN, JR.
REFPRODUCED BY: 307TH BOnBR.RDJENT GROUP (.i) 5=3 lst.Lt. Air Corps,
JULY 1, 1543 Operations Officer.

Ref WD Lir AG-3§0,33 (5-21-43)
OB~-8-AF-¥ (For instructions-
sea FEAF Rgp 3545 )




AG 360033 3rd Ind,
(19 July 44)

HEADQUARTERS, FAR EAST AIR FORCES (F), A.P.0. 925, 2 August 1944.
T0: Commnding General, USAFFE, A.P.0. 501,

1. Records at this headquarters are in disagreement with
the attached Missing Air Crew Reports in the following instances:

2. Hecords at this headquarters indicate Flight Officer
HARDER's middle initial to be J rather than A

b, Hecords at this headquarters disclose that Technical
Sergeant VETRECIN's army serial numher is, 15320307, instead of 13320907,

s, Records at this headquarters fail to show Second
Lieutenant DIEDERICH to be a Junior,

d.s lecords at this headquarters revesl that Corporal
DUNBAR 1s a Junior.

@, Records at this headquarters indicate tha army serial
number of Sergeant CROWLEY to be 15004052 rather than 16004052,

For the Commanding General:

R Boih 0. HpoH
r‘\,,}m-r C. WooD,
- Captain, A.G.D.,
2 Incls: n/c. Asst,AdjaGen.

ey,

- jf




BASIC: ILir., 307th Bomb Group (H), APO #719, dtd 19 July 1944, Subject:
e s s e SR O TDOREIIEERI G, o s o s o o s i s e o i

360,33 lst Ind. A-3/GLE/ans
HEADQUARTERS XIII BOMEER COMMAND, APO #719, 21 July 1944.

T0: Commanding General, Thirteenth Air Force, APO #710.

Searches were not carried out for possible survivors of this dual
accident due to the locavion and intensity of the crash.

For the Commanding Officer:

A

J.
Wk

Lt. Cole, AGJP.,
Adjutant Gene¥al.

2 Inels:
nfe

AG 704 24 Ind G/3/ejc
HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH AIR FCRCE, ArO 719, 23 July 1944.
T0: Commanding feneral, Headquarters Far Bast Air Forces, 4P0O 925.

For the Commanding General:

%‘/,
CLH
C. C. WAVEN,

1st Lt., AGD, s
Ass‘t. :'ludj Gen. )




D> 2§ ‘BB
/5ed -0

-

HEADUARTHERS 307 IH BOLBANDLENT GROUP (H) WW/elo
Cffice of the Commanding OUfficer
APO 3 719,
19 July 1944,
SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal.
IO : Commanding General, lieadquarters army Air Forces, dashingtan,

25, D.C. (I'HAU CHANKELS).

1. Transmitted herewith, kissing &ir Crew feports of Lieutenants
Diederich and Sylor and crews, missing in acsion on 15 July 1944,

For the Commanding Ufi'icer:

2 Incl:
Incl #1 - Hissinz
ra: Lt.
Incl #2 - Kissing
ra: Lt,

/’ﬂ\
" / l'l
Qt@i Olds
NED WHITE,

Capiain, air Corps,
Asst. Ad jucant.

air Crew Apt,

Sylor, 37Cth Bomb 3q (H).

Air Crew oipt,

Diederich, 372nd Bomb Sq (H).




FEXC 3¢0,33 (19 Jul 44)
HQ UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST, A.P.0. 501, 7 August, 1944s
TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25,D. C.

(ATTENTION: Statistical Control Division)

Forwarded in compliance with War Department letter dated 23 kay,
1943, file AG 360.33 (5-21-43) (B-S-AF-l, subject: 'lissing Air Crew Keport@.

For the Commanding General:

Do
: D. F. ROSS
! 2d Lt, AGD
2 Incils: Agat Adj Gen

n e




3TOTH BOMBARDMERT SQUADROW (H)
0ffice of the Operatioms Officer
APCE: T19

17 July, 1944.

l: Byawitneas dasoristion of erssh, as the result of collision between AP42-73112,
B=24J end AN} 44-40565, B=24J over the targot of YAP on 16 July, 1944 at 122CGE, as
sesn by Corporal Erum, George W., 39605884, 370th Bomb Squadron, flying A=l in the
370th Squadron Formation.

"About three or four minutes prior to the collision I took mote of the olose
formation immedimtely behind cur plese and while I was then watching a green B-24
flying in G=3 position almost collided with C-1, probably me a result of prop wash,
but the C-3 plane mana ed to right his plme into position again s0 I resumed watch-
ing the Zeros. I kept thinking about how olose the planes (B-24's) were flyins
behind us and after a couple of minutes I swung the tirret around te have snother
look, what I witneszsed was thimi
The B«24's were in even a closer formation and all &t once the B-24 in C-3 position
benked stesply to the right snd up and struck the plsme flying C-l ponitien, with
the first contact being made by the props of C-3 plene spainst the bottom of the
fuselage jurt behind the wing seotion of C-1 plane, @s it beran chewing its way
through the fuselage proper.C-3 plane them begen exploding fronm hoth wings emd the
planes both went to pleces.

The complete wing seotioms of both planee stuck together in sort of a "KX" desipn
and fell separately. The wing psotion of C=3 plane broke out in flames snd explo-
dedas soon as it hit Cel plane-it fell fairly well in pieces as it descended. C=1's
wing section fell in one piece in sort of a faliing leaf pattern and seemsd little
hurt-being apparently intmct from the nose aection to Just Wshind the wing and
fuselegs point where it had been chewed in two. Some turrets from both planes were
thrown from their wells and were left to fall clear with other pieces of the wreok-
ages Vhen we wore at ebout m mile or so from wiors the s coident coourred chutes
began to open at about 8000'. I would say at least five of them puffed into view
in quick succession. By then the Zeros wore making passes at ours and surrounding
B=24's as fast as they oould so I left off watching the falling chutes to fight off
the sttacks being mede on the bottom of our ship. Bombs were away st 1211K and the
approximate time of the collision was at 1220K. I mm the ball gpunner on the crew of
Lt. Gage and am reporting this s an eyswitress acooumt of what I saw.”

/@aﬂvw/_}ﬁu«v

GEORGN W. KRUM,
Corporal, Air Corpa,




5TOTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
O0ffice of the Opermtiona Officer
APof 719

17 July, 1844.

1. Byewltness desoriptian of orash, ss the result of collision betwesn AR 4%-73119 #S
snd APf 44~40555 both B~244'B over ths target of YAP an 15 July, 1944 at 1220K or

theresboutn, ez seen by Corporal Roywmond R. Altieri, tail ghrmer on ARf 42-110075
370th Bonb Squadron.(lt. Gage's Crew).

"I didn't meo the orash itself but I no‘ticoé the pdeces flying by our tail. The
wings vere interlouvirad and wers going down in flames, the biggest pieces I noticed
was the tail end of the fuselage of ths last ship. This piece extended from the
waist window to the tail. I notioced four bodies tumbling desm and one porashute

- opsn also and empty 1ifs raft. Most of t he parts were burning when they hit the
water and were pouring Llack smoke. After we were out of sight of the wreckape I
gaw e large cclum of gray sumoke rise ahove some clouds.

RATMOND. R. ALTIERI,

o Ry TROLE:




370TH BOMBARTMENT SQUADRON (H)
Uffioe of the Gperatioms Offioesr
APOf: 719

17 July, 2544.

l. Byowitness desoription of orash, as the result of collision betws en

ARJF 42-73119, B-24J and AR} 44-40B555, B-24J over the target of YAP on 16 July,
1944 et appromimstely 1220K as seen by Lte Hobstetter, James P., 0-661489

Lt, Hobatetter was flying C-2 , 370th Bomb Sguadron at the time of the collisiem.

"The crash invelving ILt. Sylor cccurred shortly after our withdrawal from the
target eres, the expot distence from this area I cunnot meoursbely say. The
leader of our squadron was pulling up an the right of a seven ship formatian
lead Ly the group leadsr in sn effort to present a group front to enemy inter-
coption. My position at the time was C=-2t1 Lt. Sylor was spproximstely in ma C-3
position with Lt. Diedarich an his leaft wing.

I cannot expetiate further en the oauses which resulted in the oresh. I saw only
the actual oollision. The shipppiloted by Lt. Diederich orashed into Lt. Syler

striking him behind the Clight deck. The left wing of Lt. Diederich's plane was
torn ewey and Lt. Sylor's ship was severed in half Just back of the Elight deck.

Both planes burst lmmedistely into flemes end wont down. Although reports indicate
that seversl men bailed out of the bhurning planes no parachutes were observed by
themembers of ny orews As I have previously statod I cannot cbviste the apparent- B
1y enigmatic conditions whioch resulted In the collisiem. Howewor, I can atate that B8
the crash did not ccour from overrumning of the two squadrons represented in the
group front. ™’

)

JAMES P. HOBSTETTER,
lgt. Liesutenant, Air Corps,
Pllot.

:'. oy ' 1
o Ky S bt



STOTH BOUBARDMENT SQUADRON (M)
Office ol the Operations Offiosr
APGE T10
17 July, 1944,

1. The pressnce of Flight Officer CHARLES A. HARDER, A.8.N. T=124507, on
AR 44405656 on 15 July, 1944 is scoounted for in the following menner.

"It hae been the Bquadran Polioy to indootrinate new combat Officers in
this wrea by permitting them to fly as the sleventh man en a crew in the
capacity of mn Obesrver. This is ths situatiom which obtained an 15 July,

1944 at 1220K when APRf 42-73119 and AR 44-40658 which collided over the
tarret of YAP ISLAND , necessitated this report."”

s M '

K30 AN L i e I

— IRVING N. WATERMAN, JR. -
1lst. Lieutenant, Air Oorps,
Operatioms Officer.

NAME IH PULL SERIAL
CREW POSITION (LAST WAME FIRST) NUMBER

Navigator HARDER, CHARLES.Z¢ Tal24607




i OQMG FORM Eog
¥ SEP 1848
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL OF THE ARMY %78

INTEROFFICE REFERENCE SHEET /% /5" 7

DUE, HOUR AND DATE

3
MESSAGE

- M g 1., Raqueet lotest status & dzte of following pcruonnel‘,;
Pentego ) . MACR #6923 i

Iiaison
Status Date

Sylor, Ulna H, 0-803306 _ e N 5 /Mﬂfkfé

Camp, Sam Jr. 0-696746 D¢ L3 8pAA ¥
’f

Principe, Joseph S. 0-689581 @Q,B 3[)/!/143 V%6

4 anA v ¥6
Rowan, Welter C. 0-B73904 ,D:‘ij 2d A b4

Vetrecin, Michael G. 15320307 —De /5 . 33mg 4

Miller, Buben O, 16323660 ~D/D) 30Md v b
Keace, Fremcis B, 11116780 ¢ D S0 A4y ¥

Waterp, Willism W. 18168122 ~ReD37May “s
Hitchcock, James M, 39256020 HeD3omar ¥é

Dickerson, Clsrence W. 35442185 -93}‘0 30’“&{#’7‘6

2. BRequest check on correctness of serial numbe;
for Vetrecin, Michael G. as 15320307 &~ & A

Sulliven
72000

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE
U. 5. GOVENNMENT PRINTIHG OFFICE : 1946—0-708275—118




T e EEL

whm«_.wﬂnu : '\ {5ONY1S1 NOWOTIOS ONV 3NIOHYD)
1 A  SLUVHD NOILYDIAVN HIV 3INVH ONOT
¥ WOYJ HLHON 3NL ONY SALYNIQYOOD

1 dayaan,

‘Glyi-r u.mum— ‘Hd¥ '2vdOS

“ONIM OLOHd HOd uumom HI¥ HLE!
N2 dNOHD 0LOHd HLr 02°0dOL 'HONT
H1SS6 A8 Q32r Qoxd 3y ONY 03U YdIEd

TYdOS "ONIM OLOHG "H3IDII40 DNIONVINNGD
OL LO3HIC "UvN ONV NDILNILLY

HIGH1L OL 3N0D HIHM SNOILLICOY

ONY SNOILDIHHOD NOIHIH MHVA

UM SYW SIHL ONISN §Y3J1440 (3LON

W 008

M
1
|
|

mOZ,Ql_%_ N vd
1
SANV TSI ALTVHEINGY

N-G56
didlS IONIHIITNIGLO Hd







_———

g or
17 Te3ianY 4

SONVISI NYTIv

awruy

GNYTIS! dVA

%
Iy . . ﬂ

/ -,
A me e . s . o

..
SANYTISI ALTVHINGY Svst YA




