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. FOCREWORD

This study is the third in a series prepared by Maj.
Kramer J, Rohfleisch on the role of the AAF in the South
Pacific. It begins with the period immediately following
the expulsion of the Japanese from Guadalcanal early in
February 1943, and it projeets the narrative of operations
forward to 15 October 1943, at which time the Thirteenth
Air Force already was engaged in preparing the way for the
invasion of Bougainville, The cenber of its interest lies
in the New Georgia campaign, hogether with the subsidiary
operations in the Central Solomons which followed the fall
of Munda early in fugust. Unlike its two predecessors,
this third study is able to describe the operations and
difficulties of an actual air force, rather than those of
an aggregation of units under Navy snd Marine command, for
the AAF by mid-summer of 1943 had in the South Pacific
equipment and planes sufficient to perfomm its task in a
manner far more effective than was the case in 1942. Its
commanders no longer appeal to Washingbon for help and
reinforcements in tones at time indicating traces of des—
peration; instead their correspondence displays increasing
opbimism. Bub, as is coumon to so many human institutions
with the passing of the pioneer period, the original zest
and spontaneous participation slacken as the founders tire
and weaken, 3o it was late in 1943 in the Thirteenth Air
Force, where tropical warfare left a heavy imprint upon the
mass of AAF personnel commitied to the Solomons, Some of
these problems are indicafed in the following chapters,
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INTEODUCTION

8ix months after the larines first set foot on Guadalcanal the
. campaign for that island ended with the Japanese evacuating their

surviving forces on the night of 7/& February 1943, The eneny sucw
ceeded in this withdrawal by maneuvering the fmerican naval forces
into positions to protect Guadaslcanal from the possibility of another
all-oubt Japanese assault. For more than three monbhs the Marines had
clung precariously to Henderson Field and slowly enlarged their beache
head. Following a period of relatively little activity, the First
Marine Division was withdrawn in December; two Army divisions then
moved into position to undertake a final offensive, one which attained
its objective on ¢ February.l

For the ground units cembat had ceased, except for the tedious task
of rounding up the sick and wounded Japanese scattered about on Guadal-
capal singly and in small groups. But for the air units there was little
rest; the enemy still held many airfields within range of beombers of all
types. Hearly 400 miles northwest was the sirong base in the Buin area
st the southern tip of Bongainville, where vessels lying in Tonolei
Harbor were under the protection of near-by Kahili Field, which the Jap
had been using since September 1942, and of Ballale Island, whose runway
had permitted air operations since late December 191;2.2 In front of

. Buin lay Shortland Island with several smaller satellites, which prom

vided not only strategic AL emplacements but also protected moorings
for enemy seaplanes; while adjoining the north end of Bougainville

was the excellent base on Buka Island which the Jap used as a handy
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Chapter I

HELLS AID ALCPTICH OF THL LLFTON PLAW

The cnemy bed been driven from Cuedeleanal, bub a long and painful
road lay shead before he could be eviched from £ll ithe bolowmone and from
Febaul, whdeh wap the logicel clbjective tenerds wvhose seizure or neubreli-
motion She Soulh Pacifie forces wure =oving etrely in 1943, Tt was ir. el
uwely acperen. L0 CObL laleey ard mumon Lhel w23 tloned sicfield edtes were
1
aceustEry Lo Gurporh oporetions u olno b bhe next rajor ovjcclive, Liew Georgia.
The Tassell Islonlsgreup oflered the necessary inier.edialc step,
ever Troush these islamnds lay only 70 siles northwest of Guadelewnal, &8
ezely as & .ebruwry UIVelslr.G direchted that the /34 Division “ecome a
pars of Tisk force ©2, then forsdng in louwea for ihe invasion of the
Twmeselle; wrd to there ere olded the 34 Jerine hwider sottalion, “erire
sdrevest Group 2L, and tle 35th Bavel Construction Taliclion, xlthough it
suo undershood bhut no enemy forceg remained on the Rursells, bhe 434

Division, leer the 1724 Combat Yeam, ves vrerared for 2 taelical landing.

;I*

g ~dditionul prepoeaticn Tor the advapee, CCUS0PLC strengthened the sir
unihes cu Goadsleural, sendiog up }_‘amtoga‘s air rroup for o weeko! tem-
porary duly epa orderin: a ccn Linuation of bhe air siieeks by heavy bomiers
egainst enemy shipping and con vtant, surface veepels in the Duin arci.
Tupoa znd Vile vere nared us teriehs fer repeated air aticcks, while the
covthicst Tacific forces vere requestel to fnrnich eir supnort from 13/19
Fetrvary through the night of zo/23 vebruery by & nightly 3-24 strike

aprinet Suinfe shipping, plue niohlly hersssnent of fubili anoe Hzllele

N I ssa st
- o e

;‘n‘l _

e
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fields by Ga.ta]inas.3 The CACTUS (Guadaleanal) air units were to provide
all necessary fighter cover for the operation ss well &s all local sesrches,
Admiral Fitch in his order stressed the point that eny daylight strikes
. sgalnst Buin must have sufficient fighter escort to prevent disproporticnate
lossess he had not forgotten the two daylight strikes by the new B-24 units
cn 13 and 14 February, efforts which had taken s heavy toll of the over-all
bomber strength. No less than five B-2{'s of & total of 15 in the two mis~
sions had gone down over the Shortland area or on the way home, an experience
which brought & halt to all deylight bombing attacks upon this srea until
more adequate Pighter cover could be provided.4
At 0600 on 21 February the first waves of troops headed for shore in
the Bussells to begin the long advance up the chain of the Solomons toward
the eventusl goal of Haebaul, The primary objective was Banika Igland,
with secondary lendings aimed at Pavuvu, No opposition was met st any
roint by the three landing foreces which reached shore at Pepesala Bay on
the north coast of Pavuvu, at Renard Sound on the east side of Benika,
and at Wernham Cove on the southwest coast of the same island. Lendings
continued on the nights of the 2lst, 22d, and 233, as planned, and at no
time did the ensmy interfere, A total of three hostile aircraft was
sighted during the cperations, but the Japenese failed to indicate by
offensive sction that they possessed advance knowledge of the invasion.5
Figbter cover from CACTUS was continuous snd under l?cal control of the
. Russells; it would continue accordingly until a fighter control unit could
be placed in conmission on one of the newly captured islands.
If was known that on the islends there were Japaness coastwatchers

who conld report on all movements, bub for some inexplicable reason the enemy

delayed his air sttacke. In order to guard against aerisl surprise, on

SOROEIN. = SECURITY INFORWATION
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Pavuvu the 579th Signal Compeny installed its“Tader on'26 ¥ebruary, while

overhead during the landing period Fighter Command of COMAIRSOLS provided
a strong fighter cover; but as soon as the troops were safely ashore this
was reduced to & normel strength of four plal;es from dawn to dusk.6
Not until 6 NMarch was radio silenca lifted in the Russells, permii;ting
operation of the air warning system and of the radar, Even then full
warni:fg was not evailable uniil the 19th when a Navy SCR 270 wds installed
on Lingata Peningula on Banike Island, This unit then joined the 579th
Signal Gompany in the lsland warni.ng net, and the corbined facilities
provided coverage over an arc of nearly 360° for a distance of 80 to 90
miles; plots frequenily were made on plenes 140 to 150 miles distant
from the }:lslands.v '

The primery reason for selzure of the Hussells was to acquire sdvance
air;bases. Accordingly, construction ;rork was tsken in hand immediabtely
by the 33d Seabee Battelion, ssasiasted by specialized personnel from the
118th Engineering Bettalion. Work wae begun on Fighter No, 1 (Sunlight)
onty two days-after the initial landings; by 13 April landings and take-
off's had been made snd on 15 April the fighter strip-was ready for sus-
tained operations. Surfaced with rolled coral end equipped with taxiways
and dispersal arees, the strip was designed eventually to accommodate 60
aircraft.s

On the very day that radfo silsncewas lifted in the Russells, 6
March, the Jap opened his air offensive against the U, S, po;i'bions
in the sm&ll group of islends. At 1350 he struck with eight dive
bombers and eight fighters at the supply sreas, then followed the bombing
with a strafing ;:h'back. Lhere was some damage, but the effort cost the Jap

9
four dive bombers, shot down by the fighterﬂqover sent: ug_fro% g_tl?d&lcmal

™ 1
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Four days later the enemy t-rijed again, once more in broad deylight.

This time radsr geve a warning while the enemy planes were 50 miles out,
with the result that when the 10 Vals and 12 Nagoys Zeros attacked, they
inflicted very minor demage. Immedistely upon picking up the bogey, sight
P-381¢g w'ere: screnbled from CACTUS to sugment the local Russell patrol of
four planes, but the patrol did well cn its own account; with no help from -
the 44 it shot down three of the Vals and one of the Zeros, without loss

to itself.m ]

These two efforts had accomplished 1ittle for the Japanese; at s
wastege of elght plenes they had destroyed some equipment, but they
scarcely Interfered with the progress of construction on the Russells,

It was apparent that for some reesson the enemy was not yet ready to move
down in force, for toward the end of the month he resorted to a series of
night attagks » striking on 23, 2/, snd 26 March but never with any success.n

On the whole March was & qulet month in the Solcmons. The Jap faced
serlous problems In his attempt to mainteln his position in the island
chain; either he must abandon the islends or he must teke immediate ateps
to strengthen what he yet held and to regain what he had 105'['..12 For ]
Allied sir cperations worked in such & wey that each fresh tase became a
succesglve cercer in the structure of the enemy's defenge line, sending
out its tentacles and relentlessly destroying the equirment and perscnnel
opposirg it., No equilibrium could be reached between the two forces, let
alone maintained, for cne would consume the other, Already constent air

attacks egainst Munde end Vile had made these bases unsafe for opere-

tiong, and the whole problem of supplying the New Georgle garrison was

A7
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The sawme situsilon preveiled in

rapidly worsening for the Japenese,
New Guines where the destruction of the convoy in the Blsmarck Sea action
had temporarily cut off the forces in the Lae~Salamau ares,

. By surveying all avsilable information it was concluded that "svidence
is overwhelring" that the Jap had no intention of sbandonment, and that
every indicetion pointed toward a strong Jepsnese offensive action in the
neer fubture. In the New Britain-Vew Irelend-Sclomons area was the largest
eneny alr force ever assembled in the Southwest Paclfic, and there was
evidence that large~ccale reinforcement was under wey, Temporarily
eneny air ectivity wes confined to recomnelsssnce, strongly indicating
thet airereft end crews were being stored up for mejor operations, Ever
gince the turn of the year, photographs haed revesled intense construction
activity in the Solcmons, particularly in the appesrence of fresh blast
pens and dispersal lenes. The growth was regarded as "phenomenal®; by
15 February there was shelter for 245 aircraft as compared to 72 on 15
Decemkter 19&2.15 Kevienr and Rabaul both showed the results of inbtense
effort by the Japsnese construction crews, evidence which led the photo-
graphic interpreters to conclude that from Munde to Kavieng the Jepanese
by mid-Februery could shelter no less then 461 aircreft. Furthermore,
5.1; was no longer necessary for the enemy to hold hls Bettys and Sallys
back in Rateul and Kevieng; now there were 'at least 72 blast pens avall-
able for medium bombers in the Solemons, 44 &t FMunds and Tallale, 18 at

. Buka, and at lesst 10 at Kahili, Everywhere there were increased in- ¢
stallations, searchlights, and most dangercus of all, many more fighters.l

Amid these speculations as to Jepanese intentlons, the commanders of

all gervices, both in the field and in V»ash:}ngton, were taking stock
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of their rescurces and how these should be applied in the-South and
Soutkwest Pacific, For the first six monthe of the Solcmons cempaign
the problem had been to press the Jap back from & position where he might
severely damage, or at least maintaiﬁ a threet against, the line of
commmicetions to Austrelie. By February this task was completed. GCon-
currently, in New Guinea a similar denger was eliminated in Jenuary

1943 when the Jzpanese were defemted in Papug; their victory here would
have threatened Australia directly. By the end of February both Papus
and the Lower Solomons were secure, 'Now it wes time to look ahead to
more distant goals.

The firgt mejor objective would be Rebaul, Until thet grest focal
point of Japanese activity was seized, or at least until air and ravel
control of the New Eritain ares was established, the planned scirnec
of the Southwest Pacific forces westward along the New Guinea coest was
écarcely possible.17 To outline this problem, General MacArthur had
prepared an over-all strategic plan for the reduction of Rabeul, the
"Elkton" Plan, which was based upon the utilizetion of the forces in
both the Youth and Southwest Pacific. His scheme hed the grest merit
of not attempting’more‘than was -Teasible; it hed been formilsted after
the experiences of the Papuan campeign,and hence its authors wefg somewhat
more reslistic in their appraisel of Jepanese resistance then esrlier
planners hed been.l8

Rabaul was regerded as the apex of a triangle, one leg of which ex-

tended southeastward through the Solomons, the other westwsrd along New

LR STy
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leg of the triangle. Eikton involved three distinet tasks, the firgi
of which--seizure and occupation of the Santa Cruz Islands, Tulagl, and
adjacent positions~-slready had been completed with the defeat of the
Japanese on Guedalcansl, Ahead lay the second major assignment invelwing
the seizure and occupation of las, Salamau, the remainder of the Solomons,
together with the east coast of New Guinea; and the third, which involved
-the seizure and oceupation of Rabaul and sdjacent positions in the New
Britain-New Ireland area.20

A survey of the plan indicated that MacArthur was not interested
in the capturs of land areas as such; his goal in every case was to
e=stablishk one more rung in the ladder of ai:;’bases gso that lend«baged
aircraft could provide direct cover and’suppor'b for the next step. Thus the
capbure of airdromes in the Huon Gulf area would provide the basis for
direct g.upport of the contemplated landings seross the Vitiaz S'braiff on
New Britein; similarly New Georgials airstrip would provide air cover for
subseguent landings on Bougeinville; while the installation of Allied lend=-
based aircraft on New Britein and Zouzainville would rermit the serial
assault upon and isolation of Rabaul and Kavieng. lhe final gorl was the
capture of Habaul, but whether this should occur before or after 'I:,he fall of
Kavieng would be determined by circumstances prevailing at the tine .21

The initial operations in MacArthurts sirategy were designed to
capture airdromes in the Huon Peninsula area preliminary to subsequent
advances eastwerd in New Britain, HMachArthuwr regarded as secure the line
between Buna and Guadalcax;al 3 worth and south of this line, which extended

on to the Fijis, each slde had concenirated its strength in ixg
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around airfields, leeving the remainder of the adjecent land areas for
L

the most part uncccupied. In the Sclomons the immediafe godl nerth of
the line was New Georgia, where the Japs had their air installations on
Munde Point, but the Scuthwest Pacific commander expressly stated that
the drive along the New Guinea coast must precede the atteck through the
Solomons; then both attacks should converge upon Rebaul as a single
autuelly supporting operation. Throughout the peresllel campeigns employ-
ment of avietion of both forces would be cecordinated by the Commander in
Chief of the Southwest Yacific Area, who could shift his air efforts in
support of either force requiring the meximum asslstance at the moment.22
The Elkton Plen was submitted to the Joint Chiefe of Staff (JOS) in
March 1943 after MacArthurts chief of staff, Maj. Gen. H. K. Sutherland,
attended the Pacific Theater Conference held st Washington. Immedlately
) it precipitated a lively debate, not sc much over the strategic impii-
cations, with vhich there was general agreemeﬁ'b, but hecsuse it revived
the 014 question of priority of the Pacific theater and because it left
open the question of comrend of Army-Navy joint operations. Yuring 1942,
it had been determined that the primary effort should be made against
Germeny and that these operstiong should not be weskered by dlversion te
the Pacific. Forces for the Pacific should bew allocated with a view
torard maintaining precsure upon Jepenj; retaining the initiative and
atteining a pogition of resdiness for the final full-scale offensive
eg scon as Cerngny was laid low.23

For support of hig plen MachArthur bad requested air strength

Wereatly in excess" of the forces thet could be moved to the ares, call-
~ sty dy LB T

o e e SRR
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. SEA-Z0

-

ing for no less tken 10 groups of aircraft to be employed by Helsey in
the contemplated New Georgie opem‘ls:i.nn.zlp Army pleanmers particularly’
were reluctant to accede to this, believing as they did the previous
yeer, that attainment of the mexinum possible bomber offensive against
Germany must not be ﬁeopardized by diversions of combat aircraft to theaters
of lesser strategic impor‘t;ance.25 Nevertheless, some inore;se in air
strength was forthcoming, for on 20 March the Joint Chiefs informed the
Pacific Theater Gg?fbrence delegates of a projected Incresse in heavy and
medivm bombers, in troop carriers and photo planes, although fighter strength
would be reduced except for night fighters.26 Three deys later the Joind
Chiefs edvised Mackribur and Halsey of the chenges which would increase
each of the two South Pacific heavy borber groups to four sgquadrons, with
a plene strength of 12 sireraft per squadron, for a totel of 96, The medium
bomber group would be augmented from 46 to 57 plsnes and troop carrier
strength would be brought up to two full squedrons of 13 plenes each.27
At the seme time the Joint Chiefs informed MacArthur thet they desired
early development of beses on Kirlwina and Woodlark islends, that the air-
fieslds on Woodlark should be acgomplishad by eonstruction batialions from h
the South Pacific, and that the aircraft complement for this island should
be furnished from Halsey's command.28

After examining the revised schedule of commitments for the two
Pecific areas the representstives of the Pacific commanders agreed that
with the fresh forces allotted them they could extend thelr advance along
New Guinea to Medsng, including Cape Gloucesier, Kiriwina, and Woodlark,

29
sand they could gain & foothold on southeast Bougainville.
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AAFRH=-20 St
forceg--ground, sea, air, a.ud subsurfaice--should be deployed to msin-
tain the security of the entire Facific area, ineluding the South Paciﬁ.c?
snd that those forces committed to the Solomons operations must remain at
all tines availaeble to meet situations anyvhere in the Pacific Ocean J‘.:r-edil‘32
The Navy commender feared the "serious complications" which might arise if
certain forces were "frozen" in the South or Southwest Pacific, He was
particulaerly concerned over the exposed position of Samoa, eiting the
recent enemy bombings of Canton; he did not know where the Jap would strike
next, snd consequently strongly felt that the fleet must be kept £fluld to
nmeet any threa‘t.33
General Marshall agreed, explaining thet in planning the directive
to MacArthur he had attempted to avoid a situatlon in which & large navel
force would be conirolled by an Army officer; he recognized too the fact
that Halssy commaended an extensive area containing ceritain troop commands
and air uwnits other than those committed to the Elkton operations and that
thess should not be drawn under control of Gendral Macﬁrthur.34 It was
clear that no disagreement existed on this point. The problem was one
of proper phreseclogy in the ingtructions to the Soubthwest Pacific commander
and in the final draft of the directive it was stated that units of the
Pacific Ocean Areas, other than those assigned by JCS to task forces in
the Solomons operations, would remain under the control of Admiral Nimitz .35
qu the most part the Joint Chiefs accepted MacArthur's plan for
the double cffensive against Rabaul, but on one point Admirsl King
raised obhlections. The question was one of proper tinming of the successive

amphibious assaults, DBecause MacArthur believed that amphibious forces

‘E’éimnsmm
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would he ur;able t0 operate succesfully in the New Georgis area under the
threat of the enemy's air bases on Bougainville end New Britain, and at
Kavieng, he maintained that these first must be neutralized., Since their
neutralization by eir could be effected only from the Vitimz Strait area,
he rescommended that the asgaults on the Jop bases in the Huon Gulf precede
those directed against Few Georgia.36

In Washington there was some additicnel support for this arrangement,
but Admival King raised very strong objections. In establishing this sequence
of tesks COMINCH consldered that Ma.cArth;Jr "was motivated by the immediate
problem in hand and not by the Pacific as a whole .“37 He was apprehensive
over the sugg?stion that Halsey's forces would remain idle in the South
Paeific while positions were being consclidated on the northeast coast of
New Gui.neta..38 There was of course & re;son for the sequence as proposed
by the Southwest Pecific commander; he feared that lerge-scale operations
in the South Pacific during the pericd of consoligiation on the coast of New
Guinea would necessitate sending forces, particularly air, to support Haleey
just at a time when they could not well be spared., On the other hand, as
Mershall pointed out, the fisld commanders must of necessity take advantage
of every opportunity to push ehead in areas where resistance was weak,
And there was some reason to believe that the Japanese could not remain
strong in both areas at once. If they should concentrate their forces in
the New Cuinea battle, then Halsey's men immedistely could push ahead;
while converssly if the Japs shou}d' regist the Solemonsg operations, then
MacArthur's forces ‘could euiv.'.smncefs.j9

In any case, Admiral Helsey had no intention of remaining idle; he
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would eontlnue to exert pressure upon 'bhe Japanese, employlng his land-

based sviation, and would be prepared to move intoc New Georgis and soubh-
ern Bougainville if this could be accomplished without bringing on a

. major opera'bion.w The final solutlion to the debate on precedence was
reached in the adoption of a proposal by Admiral XKingt the Supreme
Commender of tle Southwest Pacifie Area would submit to the Joint Chiefs
of Staff for approval his general plans, including the composition of
tasgk forces and the sequence and timing of major offensive operations.kl

By the end of March dehbate had ended. The tasks were clearly de-

fined; shead lay the objectives, ihether in New Guinea, on Bougeinville,
or in New Britain, they were much the same. Each assault would involve
the isolmtion, neutral:i.zation, end final capture or by-passing of & small
island of Japanese gir strength clus‘i:ered sround the air strip which had
been carved out of the jungle. Fxperlence slready gained warned that the
defense would be fanatical, and if the gssault were msde frontally without
adequate alr preparstion, it could prove costly. But whereas the enemy's
ground forces might absorb losses, hls merchant marine and naval service
could not, not without sericusly weakening the entire Japanese strategic
plan. MecArthur!s staff reasoned that as soon as the Jap reached a
point where exploiteticn of the conguered territories had become seriocusly
affected by lack of chipping, and meintensnce of the outposts hed becone
costly, the enemy would abandon the Bismarck-Solomon line end fall back

. upen the Mendates ea the main line of resista;ace .‘!‘2 Thug if the ssssults
were to be cornducted at minimum coet, the first gtep muet involve & cone
tinuetion of the effort to isolate eech successive cbjective, and for this

task the greeter burden would fall upon the Fifth Air Force in the Kew

Guinee area, and upen Halsey's land-besed aviation, ineluding the Thirteenth

v——---..,..

Air Force, in the South Pacific. Wm%m mw&ﬁm
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with Ldmirsl Fiteh (COMAIKSOPAC) and in direct conference reach an agree-
ment as to proper control of the EZAF unite working under the ¥avy,
COKSOPAC etated that for his pert he would abide by whatever decisicn
was schieved, unless his two subordinste commanders were uneble to agree.45

For the better pert of two days, 2 and 3 Merch 1943, Fitch and
Harmon met in conference, At iis conclusion COMGENSOPAC presented to
the navel air commander an outline of his own recommendations for the
proper employment of AAF aireraft in the South Paci;t‘:lf.:.zp6 The key pro-
posals are contained in the statements that the highest degree of effect-
jveness would be achieved by vesting combet corrand of the verious air
forces in their respective cervices; secondly, thet any necescary dis-
ruption of normal command channels should bg held to a minimom; and
thirdly, thet the air forces should be employed in the purpose for which
they had been organized, equipped, and trained. Short of over-all opera-
ticnal control, Harmon desired the clesest possible participation by his
om air commanders in planning the details of missions, and he wanted a
clear recognition of the right of the AAF leaders to advise the local
air commander (in thic case primerily COMAIRSOLS) as to proper formetions,
borib 1ondings, escort, and combat techniques.£7 His final request was &
restatement of a policy which he had strongly advoceted since the eaxrliest
days of the Guadalcensl campeige: that Army bomberdment airoraft should
be used primarily on bombardrent misslons, and thelr employment for pur-
poses of search and patrol should be 1imited.48

Admirel Fiteh received the recormendations end offered his full

concurrence, advising COMGENSOPAG that in the future his direction of
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activities affecting the Thirteenth Alr Force would be in mccordence
with the principles suggested by the Army c::cun:rumde‘.t'.‘Q9

CONMGENSOPAC spoke of course only for the AAF sgince the Thirteenth

. _ Alr Force was only one component of the South Pacifit_{ alir orgenizaetion.

In order to clarify the function of all the gervices in the area, on
11 March COMAIRSOPAC issued a new Air Operstion Plan for the Solcmons
alr uni'bs.ﬁo Ite beslc assumptions were thet the enemy now was in a
defensive position in the Scolcmons=New Britzin-Kew Guines ares and that
his operations would be designed to inflict the meximum possible atiri-
tion upon Allied forces. The Jep would continue his air raids upon
Guedslecenel, Tulagi, and upon Allied surfece foreces; he would try night
borberdment of Allied airfields, and he might even attempt "Commando®
raids against exposed positions.51 To ckeck him three tasks were given
to the air forces., Firaht, it was mssumed that the destruction of enemy
shipping was the most effective employment of eircreft, for this could
deny the enemy his logistic support and his Solcmons bages would Thilvel from
aonsupport.. Next, the Thirteanth Air Fcrcg, the Marines, nsval units,
and the New Zeslanders should sirike at enemy shore installations with-
in renge to reduce Jepanese air strength; snd finslly, these unitse
should support the operaticns of Allied surface forces in the Solcmons.52

To the Bomber Command (of CONMAIRSOLS) went the responsibility for
conducting long-range day and night attacks ageinst surface forces, air-

. dromes, and ground instellations as ordered, and when necessary to pro-

vide heavy bombers to the Sparch and Patrol Command for use in search
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missions, This involved primarily AAF heavy bombers, ss well as the
mediung, but no AAF units were direc'lr,];y concerneg with the instructions
‘to the Strike Comrand., The function of this command was to carry out
revested dlve, glide, or low-level 'bom’oing attacks upen Jepenese surface
units and airfields, and to assist the Search and Patrol Cormend when
necessary.53 .

COMAIRSOLS' Fighter Comrend was the most diverse of all the Solcmons
gir organizations and its duldes were mahifold, Its wnits were to defend
Allied bases against Jepanese eir attacks and to provide escort for sir
striking groups, as well as cover for Allied haval forces; the fighters
were to strafe enemy surfece forces and shore installations e;s ordered,
and to conduct fighter sweeps over enemy positions. In addition to these
functions, Fighter Gom:ra;xd was assigned the operation of sll alr wearning
service uniis, flighter director units, and all unite concerned with the
interception of enemy a.’:.lt-c-.ra:t"l:..54 The tempo of all operations would he
controlled by general directives issued by COMAIRSOPAC and the locel unit
coprenders were reminded that all Sflomons aircraft would operate at all
times under the cperational comtrol of COMAIRSOLS, who himself was a task
group cormander under COMAIRSCPAC, It was the responsibility of Admiral
Fitch as COMATRSOPAC to effect coordination of the interlocking or over-
laiaping operations of the souedrons based st various South Pacifiec sir-
,dromes.55

An sdditionel step toward clarificetion of the confusing cormand
structure preveiling in the South Facific was taken by the Joint Chiefs
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of Staff in April when they atiempied %o de:t:ine the position of the
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services involved in joint operations, Perhaps no other theater of-

y fered such s complete case history of centinuing joint Army-Navy opers-

. ticns as did the South Pacific and, as Hermon had discovered, the

responsibilities and prerogatives of both services not always had been
understood or observed, The Guadalcanal cempaign was not yet a month
o0ld when it was realized thabt the old line of clesvage hetween Army and
Nevy action was disappserings that the air arm which operated equelly
well over land and water hed injected fresh need for clarificetion.of
regponsibilitles. %

Discussion on the question dragged slowly; in fact the Nevy haed
adopted something like = pocket veto, declining toc offer its comments
for several monthe, even after the adoption of a principle regulating
combined unified command at the Casablancs Conference.57 Admiral Bileri,
gpeaking for the Navy, stated thet he "sew no reason why the Services
should bind themselves to unity of Commend on the basls of a rigld rule;
that the determining factor involved was the readiness of commenders to
cooperate and that necessary ccoperation could not be obtained by formal
d.’crm::’b:i.ve,E*..“58 Despite such objections, the Navy was ready to consider
tke problem in the following month, for it was recognized that all U, S,
military operstions now hed "joint implications" or were jolnt in char-
acter, thus meking mendatory a clear definition of the functions of

. a joint cmmna.ndenr.s9 On 20 April, nearly eight months after the gquestion
first had been introduced, the Joint Chiefs of Staff issued their direc-

é0
tive covering the problem of unified commend for joint operatlons. The
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JCS prineiplzs ertedied in Hhie veper vere g Tollowss
(1) & single consenver bo Te Jeciiruied vy J0S on the Tusis of
the tusk Ho e periormed,

. {2) Coirerd prero.tites over bhe joink force to e the sare us

T the forces vere £11 iy or Davy.

n

(3) Fartdcipation by the joint Force comrander in cdministrelive
ratiers to be beld te o mninivar,

(4) Dieeiplirery albers rormally be Ye hendled Lhrourh comranders
oi The services coneallede

(5 "mjor Jdireciives melating te corponente of tre Torce %o be
gent Gy the Joinl Ghiefs of Siaff to tne joint Forece comsander.

(¢) Joint force con:order rermzlly net to funetion in r dual
capredty ar foroe corsdhk el abd 2 con arner of o conponent of bis
fores,

(7) Joint reree cotranfer to e ceslsied by a joinb stuff rep~
recenting the ccrpopents of hir force,

(8) any swividiary joini foree to e orgrnised on hthe same prine
ciples . Lrneese resuleting tie Jamesr unit,

Ii oz under the. e gulding rrineiples that +the ‘[hirteenth iip

crhirmes to do go wntil the entire

e

dorea opersiad din lhe bolerons wnd

erzanication vue relisved Iron Halosyle corand el asglened to tie Fer
et adre YoreeSon 18 June 1W/ . eonddle lhe lnredigbe problen eb

. hend v & to prerare the vay ver b oscault on the enemyls positions

in the Centrzl 2clorons.

The rerth of Twreh furmsnﬂu rorvebhing like s breetlding spell for
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both the opposing forces in the Solomens, Kfter the enemy's initial
relds ageinst the Fussells on & and 10 March, there was little contact
with him for the balance of the month., Fighters continued to cover
the new positions on the Russells while heavy bombers, now upable to hit
Buin in daylight becsuse of inadequate fighter escort, harassed that
erea by night, The phote planes maintained & close dally check on air
abd shipping movements in and out of the Buln fields and anchorages,
as well as on Buka at the other end of Tougsinville, B=24's and B-17's
struck generally in 1light strength of two to four planes and their
targets were Ballale, Kahili, =nd f:hortland Island; often they saved
a pertion of their loed for the return trip, when they would drop
their bombs on the Munde strip or at Vils on Kolombangnra.él

The fighters bad work other then interception of enemy air attacks.
Almogt daily escorts were provided for SED's end TEF's engsged in strike
ing at the Jap field on Munda Point or over at Vila, and whenever profit-
sble tergets appeared, fighters were senb out on sweeps.62 Daily photos
by the 17th Photo Reconnsissance Squsdron indicated that the Shortland-~
Foporang area off southern Bougainville wes the principel Japanese sea~
plane base in the Solomons. On 28 Merch the prints showed 27 float
planes in the eres, a tempting target for an aggressive fighter sweep;
accordingly Fighter Command ordered one irmediately, a dawn attack
scheduied for the following morning., The order celled for eight P=38's
end an equal numter of Corsairs to make one run over the target at 0620,

20 minutes before sunrise, then to return home on a direct course. The
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Gorseirs were to lead, since they were bettsr equipped for night navigs-
tion, but shortly after taking off, the leading Corseir developed trouble
and Capt. Thomms G, Leanphier, Jr., of the 70th Fighter Scuadron assumed

. comnend, Before the helfway point was reached, three FiU's developed
engine trouble, and three more left the formation as the flight passed
through heavy weather in the Treasury area. Three P-38!'s fell out be~ -
fore, reaching Shortland, which left Lanphier a total force of only five
P-38's and one E:l;ﬂ. At 50-foot altitude, four P-38's gwept over the
Shortland side at 0630, destroying six moored aireraft in a single run,
while the two remaining strafers esught two more float plames over on
the Poporang side. Just as the first plane completed its rumn, the
Japanese AA gunners opened, end albthough thelr fire wes intenss, not
a plane was h:i.t.63 Thug far the migsion was a clear success, bub it
was nobt yet over; six miles emst of Shortland the £flight spobted a
large enemy destroyer which immediately began desperate evasive msneuvers.
Again attacking at 50 feet, two P=-38's swept over the ship to silence
most of the AA, after which the rest of the flight followed through
until each man had made four pasces, Ten minutes later when the planes
left, the é.estroyar was lying dead in the water, aflame from stem to
stern, and with a l5-degree list, The only partial casualty was the

- P=38 of Lt, Rex T, Barber of the 339th Fighter Squadron who made one pass
a bit too low,shearing off the top of the warshipts foremast with his

. wing tip; but the resultant loss of three feel of his wing seemed to

’ cuuse no trouble snd the P-~38 was landed normally.sé
When the month ended, the tore of enemy plenes destroyed had
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reached an all-~-tims low of approximately 16; not until Nay of 1944,
at the conclusion of the Eabaul campaign, was the number of enemy
glirceraft destroyed to sink to s compareble figura.65 COMAIRSOLS?
Fighter Command could report that 1ts P=39's had shot domm eight of the total,
and not & loss was incurred for the entire month by eny of its planes.66

April provided a different story. Admirsl Halsey was losing no
time in preparing for a frogh offensive thrust and the "s.ps knew it,
Down on Guadalcanal large stock piles of fuel, ammunition, supplies,
end equipment were being stored in dumps, despite the sericus unlosd-
ing difficulties.67_ L7ing off the Lunga shore were the cargo vessels
and transports; ascross the channel at Tulagi were the warships of the
task forces which moved in and out of that growing naval base, AZl
these were fat targets for the enemy's Vals end Bettys If only they
could break through the fighter defenses. And if they could- not-reach
Cuadalcanal, they might strike at the advanced air instellations
rapidly nearing completion on the Rusgells,

Japanese pllobs struck on the opening day of the month, AL 1023
the raders on the Russells indicated a large number of aircraft at a
point 125 miles west of thre island. Thus warned, Fighter Command put
an air combat patrol over the task force Iying at Tulagl and over the
CACTUS fields, alerted reserve crews, and sent up 28 Wildeatis, 8
FiU's, end 6 P-381s to intercept, Shortly before 1100 the first
group of 30 to 40 Zekes and Hamps was engaged over the Russells st
altitudes ranging from 22,000 down to 12,000 feet, The Jap tried two

raids, one foltowing the other, with the result that for nearly three
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hours thers was continuons action. Perbaps the alm was to exhasust
A111ed fighter strength in the initial assault, thereby enabling the
gecond wave to drive home a successful sirafing or bombing aftack on
. the Russell :i,ns{;9.119:".'.5.011.éj8 Whatever the intention of the enemy, his
effort failed, The final score showed 20 of his Zeros down, for a loss
to Fighter Command of six plenes in combat, one of which was a P-38;
three of the pllots were rescued :1.1:11.'1!.-.d.i.a:tml;;r.69 Pedio Tokyc reported
the day's achtion as a great successy it claimed thelt 34 Grummens, 10
P-381g, and 3 Corsairs had been shot down; "U, S. mass production has turned
into mass destruction., Some day the U, S, public will learn the truth.“70
The Jap would have to try harder if he seriously hoped to break
through the defenses, He was having trouble enough in supplying his
» own bases on New GeBrgia and et Vila, where his small cargo vessels
were often the target for fighter sweeps up from CACTUS. On 2 April
seven P-381s and six Corsairs swep’t over a small well-camouflaged AK
hiding in Kokolopi Bay at Velle lLavella., Three P=38's were over first,
attacking at mast-head height and dropping their partially loaded belly
tanks to drench the vessel with gasoline, which then was sget afire by
incendiaries. ¥hen the planes lef't for home the shlp wes afire and
heavily damaged; a later report confirmed its s.’u:zk:'.ng.'?1
For approximately one week after his rebuff on the first day of
the month the enemy conducted sporadic night bomblng against the new
. base; then on the 7th he tried another daylight assault. 4 photo
report received thet morning showed a total of 246 fighters in the

72
Solomons in addition to 12 or more hombers, Indlecating the enemy was
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in a pogition to meke a powerful strike, supplemented by his bhombers
brought down from Rebasul, GCosstwatchers on New Georgls gave the
first warning of the approsching enemy planes; no less than 160 of
them were reported coming down the Slot between New Georgia and

Santa Issbel. There were dive bomberz and fighters, and their target
wes the shipping at Koll Point, a convoy near Rua Sura off’ihe easth
coast of Guadalcanel, and a task force lying at Tulagi. Every avail-
able fighter on Guadalcunal was put into the sir to intercept; 76
planes went up, including 36 Wildeats, 9 Corsairs, 6 P-40's, 12 P-38's,
and 13 P»39%'-, but of this number & returned.fcr operational remsons
and 14 others msde no contact.73 All bombers were gent off to the south-
east tip of Guadalcenal to avoid damage in the event the attack should
be directed mpainst the airfields. )

As the enemy acproached Guadelcanal, his_planes separated into
smeller flights, so thot fighting coccurred off the Russells, between
Cape Esperance and Savo Island, near Tulagi, and over the convoy east
of Guadalecmnal, P=38's had an excellent opporitunity to test their
effectiveness at high altitude. Captsin Lanphler with three other
pilots scrambled to 31,000 feet over Cape Esperance in 22 minutes,
and by using to full sdventage their planes! superior speed both on
level flight and in shallow climb, these fowr pilots alone mccounted
for seven Zeroa.74 Total losses to the Jep were heavy; 39 of his
fighters and dive bombers wére shot down, 27 of them being credited

5
0 the Wildeats, 1 to the Corsairs, and 13 to the ALF planes,
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Kshili/swarmed with fighters ready to cover Yamemcto's movements.

After lively debate the decision was reached, Eighteen P-38!s
ware ordered to be mede ready, To fly them Fighter Commend se
lected eight of the best pilots from each of the 12th end 339th
Squadrons, vilus two from the 70th Squadron, a process which cre~
ated considereble rivalry among the P-38 personnel, who greetly
outmmmbered the number of planes availa.ble.78 Of the 18, 4 were
designated as :bhe attack section under Capt. Thomas G. Lanphier,
Jr., of the 70th, while the other 1/ under Maj. John W. Mitchell
were to provide cover during the interception. Major Mitchell was
named leader of the ertire flight.

Briefing was done meticulously. It was reascned thet Yemamoto
would be fiying down Bougainville in one of his fastest bombera, that
he might come down on the west side of the island over Torokina, or
east over Kieba, btut thet hy staggering the times of interception
it would be possible to try for him regardisss of which route the
admiral mipght chooge, If he fajiled to arrive at the selected western
interception point, there would be time to streak across the island
and catch him east of Kshili, In any cace, on the eve of the attempt-
ed interception every detall was reviewed, az.‘or the nature of the mission
was such that the slightest error in timing would bring feilure, The
plan called for an overwater flight of 435 miles by & circultous route
which would avoid all land with its danger of detection by enemy coast-

watchers, and which would be flown at a height of 10 to 30 feet above
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the sea, If Yamamoto followed his schedule punctually--and he was
¥nown to have s passion for punciuality~~then &t 0935 he should he
over a point some 35 miles up the coast from Kehlli unless he had

. come by way of Kieta, in which case there still might be time to
intercept hi.m.ao

Seventeen planes left CACTUS at 0725 on thelr long flight.- -
One P~38 piloted by 1st Li. James D, McLenghan blew a tire on the
take-off, and a few minutes later Lt. Joseph F. Moore was forced to
turn back when his belly tanks fajiled to feed properly; but the remain-
ing 16 continued., Two hours and nine minutes later as the P-38's flew
in towerd land barely clearing the water, there zhead appeared the
enemy flying down the coest in a "V" gbout three miles distant,
Y"almost as if the affair had been pre-arranged with the mutual con=
sent of friend end :'.‘oe."81 Two Bettys were at 4,500 feet, covered
by two sections of three Zeros esch, flying 1,500 feet above and to
the rear, As Nitchell led his force up to covering altitude, originally
scheduled for 20,000 feet, lLanphier's four fighters converged on the
borbhers pulling up steadily st 200 mph in a 35~degree climb, Belly
tanks were dropped when they were yet two miles distent, although
i‘..ieutenant Holmes bad difficuliy in freeing his and Lieulenant Hine
remsined with him until the tank fell clesr,
Then the bombers saw their attackers., One made a turning dive,
. the other headed out for the shore line, and the Zercos peeled down in
- & string to head off the P-38's, A%t first Lenphier could not reach

o T 1 -, i
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he dove to treetop level %o catch the éleeing bomber, He caught 1t
broadside, With his burst a wing flew off and‘ the Betty fell flaming
into the jungle. Now to get awey. The Zeros had all the advantage
of altitude, and Lanphier made desperate efforts to escape them; he
side-slipped, skidded, and hedge-hopped the trees, with such success
that only two 7.7-mm, holes were found in his plane. Mesnwhile
Lieutenant Barber had attecked the other Betty, and though chased by
the Zeros, he was sble to catch the bomber. As he fired, its tell
section broke off.and, rolling over on its back, the plane went down,
disintegrating as it fell,

By this time the flight was on its way out of the Kehili-Short~
land area when Lieutenant Holmes sighted s stray Betty fiying low over
the water near loila Point. He dove on it; Hine smoked the left engine;
and Barber finished it off, when it exploded directly in front of him,
sending a piece through his left wing and knocking out his left inter-
cooler., Now the Zeros were attacking from all directions, end over on
Kahill the pilots could see a huge cloud of dust fanning out from the
wvash of & swarm of fighters taking off, TUnder heavy attack, the P-338Tg
withdrew. Lt, Raymond K, Hine's plene was hit in the left engine, axlld
he was lost seen losing altitude south of Shortland Island, but all
the others returned, Holmes ran out of ges, making a successful emer-
gency landing at the Russells, end Barver brought his damaged plane
back to Cﬁ.le.éla.lcs.mv.!l..82

The mission was remarkably successful. Esch ohe of the three sur-

viving sttack pllots wes eredited with one EBetty and one Zero fighter,
l L e

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

o etan

and among thelr victime was the belligerent chief of the Japsnresce
Imperial Navy. ? But it was difficult to determine which pilot hed
been the inmedizte cause of Yemamoto's death, though aveilable evidence
indicates that the credit probebly should go to Captain an.nph:‘.er.84
A major share of the credit belcngs to Maj. John Iﬁigchell, who maine
tained flawiess alr dlscipline throughout the arproach over the 435
miles, navigeting under complete radic silence » Using only & simple
compags end gir speed indicator, and enabling the attackers to meet
thelr vietirs elmost on the scheduled minute, Admiral Mitscher was
50 plensed st the results of the migsion that he requested permission
to grant the Navy Medal of Homor to Mitchell and to the members of the
attack section and the Navy Cross Lo all other participants, but the
awards were scaled down. Nlichell, Ln'nphier, Barber, Holmes, and Hire
all received the Nevy Cross, while the others were granted the Navy Air
Medal.85 |

For the balance of the month the work of the Fighter Cormend was
more routine. By 30 April s totel of 1 strafing missions had been
carried out agasinst barges, A positions, and. bivoumc ereas at Vile,
Munda, and over at Eekats Bay. The month's score showed that 73
erery planes bad been destroyed, €9 of them by fighters, for a logs of
20 planes and & pilots.86 The Jap was paying a heavy price in bis

attacks upon the Solomons positions. Ee would pey even mors heavily

Y
Hiy1 e s
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ENEMY ATR ATTACKS UPON GUADALCANAL

By May there was evidence that the Thirteenth 4ir Force was begin-
ning to operete somewhat as its commenders desired; fresh units had
regched it and there was & better understanding of command relationships
and employrent of air power in the area.l During Maerch, 23 B-25!'s with
10 combet crews hed arrived in the theater, together with 6 B-2i's; in
the following month Genersl Twining was informed thet by the end of
April the current shgrtage of 11 mediun I;ombers and one heavy bomber
would be alimine.ted.‘ 74ditionel fighter pilots had arriveland on 22
May the remainirg two squedrons of the 307th Bombarément Group (E),
the 371et and 3724, left Hawaii for Espiritu Santo, together with the
£86th Chemical Gompan:v, Air Cperatlons .3 The /2d Bormberdment Group
(M) with 105 officers end 568 enlisted men had come into Noumee Harbor
on the Keui on 15 April, having sailed from San Frencisco on 28 March,
It imnediately moved its 75th Sguedron with new B-25C!s to Plaines des
Gaiacs for training, and the 390th Squadron to Fiji, where Col, Harry
E, Wilson assumed command of the group.é

There was & note of optimienm in General Hermon's report of 1 May
to General Arnold; he found that the orgenization of the Thirteenth Alr
Force under an air general who was able to devete his full time to air
operetiong had ®helped tremendously.“5 The Thirteenth's cormrander,
Geperal Twiring, could alsc polnt to significant strides. He was

opbimistic over the effect upon supply and meintensnce resulting from

o HY Wvronwnte
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the recent authorizetion of the XIII Air Force Air Service Command,
which had been sctivated on 14 April.6 He could report substantial
improverents in living conditions at all stations and he doubted that
. there would be any repetition of the serioue sickness rate which had

laid low so many personnel of the 1lth Bomberdment Croup., Nevertheless,
the malaris rate was still extremely high and would remsin so until the
month of J'une.7

Air force lieadquarters were at Espiritu Santo where Twining eould
remain in close proximity to COMAIRSOPAC, but the operating sections of
the Bomber and Fighter Commands were up on Gusdalcenel. Bomber Commend
by the end of April was establishing itgelf on the new fisld st Eoli
Point known eg Carney Field, and Fighter Command was located at Fighter
No. 2 (Kukum) near Henderson., Airdrome facilities on Guadalesnal were -
improving repidly. During the first three months of 1943 the 6éth and
1th Newal Construction Batlslions had constructed Carney Field, near

*  Koli Point just east of the Nelimbu River, and on 15 June the 810th

Engireer Aviation Battaelion assumed the respongihility for operetion
and maintenance of this 1:‘:1.431(3..‘C3

Generel Iwiring now could count on opersting in the near future
two heavy groups at full strength, plus one complete medium group and
two reduced fighter groups. To General Arncld he sent the i:ollowing

b
plan of assignment for thece tactical organizetions:

‘ Guedelcanal:

Hq. 5th Bomberdment Group (H ) m

2 tacticel =squadrons
Hq. 307th Bombardment Group (H)
2 tscticel sguadrons 3
Bq. 428 Bombardment Group (1) N A
2 tectlcal squadrons ' ALY A -
Hg. 18th Fighter Group
3 tacticel squedrons {The P=38 squadron was divided between
e Guadelcenal and New Caledonia in order
B S ... . to_carry on treining.)
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Espiritu Sapto:
Two tecticsl squedrons from each of the 5th and 307th Bomberd-
meht Groups (H)
Hg. 4Ath Photographic Group
18th FPhotographic Squsdron
Efate:
One fighter squedron :
New Caledonie:
Hoe 347th Fighter Group

) plue fighter squadron
1 bowberdment squadron (M)

Fijis

One fighter squadron
One tomterdment squadren (M)

£11 these umits were rotated through Gusdaleensl. The eir force
cormander adritted that his squadrons were spread rather thinly over a
grest ares, btubt believed that the advanisges made this arrangement de-
sireble, HRotaticn of the flying personnel helped to maintain the crews
in better physical condition and the reer area units, in addition to
thelr assigoment to the local defense forces, were used for the training
end Indoctrination of new crews and for reorganizing units returning from
combat. An asdditional resson for holding aircreft back from Guadsleanal
wag the limited number of flelds then operzble on that ferward hase,
ALF planee were uging three fields, each having bub one strip, and
Twining felt thet the faciiitlies did not justifly essigning any additional
aireraft, preferring instead to fly in reinforcements when necessary.lo

The whole guestion of proper dispersion of planes In the formward

area hsd plagued the AAF commsnders ever since the early weeks of the

Guadelesnal campaign, 4s lste as & Nerch, a represewl—
e L RIT-HFORMATI -
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Waszhington ingpected the Guadalcanal ares and reported that Navy control

of irmy operations was unsound. There was evidence theit General Harmon

was handicapped &s compared with Kenney over in the Southwest Pacific,

that Navy's needs took precedence over theose of the 2AF, resulting in

the construction of roads and naval installations, and the neglect of

air power, The condition of the alr installations at Guadaleanal wes

11
termed nothing less then a "national disgrace. Another observer,

seeing planes packed all over the originel bomher strip, reported that

the dispersel experts back in the United States "would have snow white

hair® if ever they could see Henderson Field, and that the situation on

the entire island was extremely confusing--so much so thet "we were try-

12
ing to meke the watchword of Guadalcanal YSemper-Snaful*

Plenning for air bese construction in the area was a function of

Halsey's Base Planning Board, upon which General Hermon'e engineer,
13
Col. F. L, Beadls, served as the representative of COMGENSOPAC,

Presumebly this body would coordinate the needs and views of all services,

but it was necessary to learn some sharp lessons in the need for proper

dispersion before much could be accomplisbed, Twining, admitting his

troubles, had to report that "the Navy has never been interested In

dispersal snd still, after the bitter lesscn learned, continue to line

14
their own planes for the slaughter." The hitter experience referred

to had been delivered by the Japs on the night of 2/ March when two or

three epemy bombers had come over Henderson, dropping their bombs from

25,000 feet, The first plene hit a B=R4 under repair, which burst into

R S -- - .-
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flames andé set fire to & B-17, The second did better; its bombs
struck a loaded B-17, which exploded and caused extensive damasge to
several other 1:01&11&53.15

. Genersl Arnold was keenly disturbed over the incident, Immedi-
ately he requested all information on the chain of responsibility; he
wented full explanations as to why such great damege had resulted
from such a wesk enemy effort, and when the aceident was ascribed
primerily to & chance hit, the commanding general still was at a loss
to understand why "all these planes /were/ jemmed in togsther in & war
zone.:“lé It was apparent that AAF Headouarters had not fully reslized
the limited extent of dlspersel facilities on Gmmdalcanal;_General
Arnold wondered whether such demse concenmtratlions were habltusl and
what steps were {aeing taken to avold repetition, Harmon informed him
in reply that at the time of the rald approximately 300 plenes, pre-
dominantly fighters, were on Guadelcanel; normelly 10 to 12 B=R4ifs
were based there as a searche-strike force, hut at any time operations
demended, the number could be sugmented by plenes from Espiritu Santo.
This heavy concentration simply hsed ouldistanced the pace of construc~
tion. Twining reported that even the Japenese sirerews hsd refused to
bejieve their eyes at the gipght of the long rows of fighter planes pack=
ed on Fighter No, 2.17

Desplite the difficulties and the severe criticism by cubslde ob-
. servers, General Twining believed thal his air force was meling genuine

progress. He reminded Generel Arnold that in the formmlation of plans

A
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and assignment of missions, COMAIRSOLS deslt directly with the iwo
operating commendg--Bomber and Fighter--on Guadelecsnsl, adding that

ye do not slways heve our way in the employment of our eireraft, but
will say that after monthe of indoctrination, @ belleve that the
Comairs are begimning to realize that the Air Force lmows something
about the employment of air and operations end have lmproved according-

18
Iy.nt

All this was good to hear in Washington, where Arnold found it
"most encouraging” that the local naval air commenders were begirming
to recognize the fact that AAF commanders knew something about the
employment of aircreft; he approved too of the deployment plan which
Twining had sketched for him., Bubt this dispersal problem was galling,-
and the Commander of the AAF advised the Thirteenth's ge.neral that "it
would be a2 veal trsgedy for 'bh? brillisnt victories your crews are win-
ning in the air to be neutralized by the loss of aireraft on tre ground.”
He felt thet the Jap had Voverestimeted our intelligence, Lets not under-
cotimate his, I am depending on you to show the Navy 'the light' before
the Jep does so in a most convineing msaunrna-:t'-"l9

Out in the South Pacific, the concern ghown by headquarters brought
results; fArncld's complaints were shown to Helsey, who passed them on to
his own air ccmmander, Admiral Fiteh, and the effect "really had them
sourrying." Immediately additional arees were sssigned 1o the AAF
planes .20

The snswer to the problem lay in providing more dispersal areas for

81l services. By 1 April Carney Field was sufficlently ready to permit

the basing of the majority of the. heavy bombers and the early completion
SN At

X
e tsirteteg
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24
pnd within two weeks the field wes in poor shape, Koli was & far bebtter

base for the beavies, end its construction, which did not begin until June,
wags an excellent example of ccoperative effort, Vork was initiated by
the 14th Seabee Battalion, which scon was joined by the lst and 24 Marine
Engineer aviation Battelions, then by the 810th Engineer Aviation Eattalionm,
and finally by the 8733 iirborne Engineers Aviation Bai:,talion. ¥hen the
strip finelly was completed during the Central Solomons campaign, responsi-
bility for its maintenance pessed to the 210th Engineer Aviation Bettalion,
which performed this task from October 1943 until July 1944.25

The problems now were nothing like £0 geute s those which faced
the 67th Fighter Sgusdron end the heavy bombardment squadrons of the 1lth
and 5th Groups beck in September of 1942, yet many remained %o be solved.
One of them was prevention of the night harassments by small flights of
enemy bombers, The Japs had carried on intermittent night raids againet
Guadslosnal ever since August 1942; from Rekata Bay their small f£loat
planes could easily reach all the airfields and the medium bombers could
come down from Bougsinville, "iashing Machine Charlie," as th? night
raiders were known, wes very much a pert of the Cuadalcanal scene;- there
wae no question but that the damage inflicted in loss of rest alone was
greatly in excess of the effort expended. Filots rapidly felt the
effects of losg of sleep and excessive fatigue, which not only caused &
deterioration of efficlency but had a very depressing affect npon the
morale of all personnel, and to this factor must be added the serious

ineresse in exposure to malaria during the darkness in the fozholes and
2

the bomb shelters. The enemy's bombing was not particularly sccurate
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and some of the missiles were bottles, but now and again a chance hit
would strike home amid perked aireraft and the losses would be sub-
stantial,

. Back in Decenmber 1942 General Patch, in an attempt to initiate
preventive measures, had recormmended to 4dmiral Halsey that six night
fighters be assigned to the South Pacific, General Harmon in turn had
passed on the request to Washingion, asking for one flight of night
fighters with Ground Control Interception (GCI) equipment.27 Nothing
eculd be done until 18 Februsry 1943 when six P-70's of tﬂe 6th Night
Fighter Squadron's Detachment “B"’, 18th Fighter Group, departed from
Hewail bound for Guadalesnel where they arrived on the last day of the
month, One plene was lost over the ferry route; the remaining five
took their station to prevent the Jap from continuing his nightly
harassment. %

The entire problem of night fighters was critiecal at the time.
ffter sending off the flight to the South Pacifie, Emmons had left in
the Seventh Air Force only eight P-~70Ts, a number he believed inadequate,
but beesuse avallability of night fighters in the AAF was at an extremely
Jow point, it was impossible to meet his request for three P-70's per
month, In fact, it was impossible to establish any monthly réplacement
rate and Emmonsd was advised to use extreme care in order to prolong the
life of egquipument on hemd.zg Already one plane had teen lost in traneit.
. Ten deys after the others had arrived at Cuadalcensl they still were

parked in an exposed position on Henderson Field, but they were scheduled
to move to Corney as soon as that strip was resdy and presumably would

30
be in a safer position. o

!!i‘i vk
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The problem was to use these planes, The Jap normally came over
the lsland in good weather and bright moonlight; he flew in smell flights
at altitudes ranging from 21,000 tq 28,000 feet, making two or three

. runs cver the target at 15-minute intervals, and delivering the attacks
either singly or in peirs., ‘arnings from coastwatchers or SCR 270's
could come as much as A5 minmutes in advance of the atiack, whereas the
andiodetectors or the SCR 268's afforded ocnly a2 5 or 10-minube asdvance
notiee.Bl In the period preceding the arrival of the night fighters,
the Director of Air Defense had recommended that the night defense of
Guadelcanal be conduched by searchlights, sntiaircraft, and fighters
searchiight teaspe; and 20 far es possible this was done, 4n FAF went
up one night in an effort to prevent the bombing, but friendly AA fire
foreed the Marine pilot down. On another occasgion s P-38 tried i,
but the Jap merely waited umtil the plane had retwrned to base, then
gtruck at the field with his bombs.32 P~38 pilots repeatedly had
requested permission to try their hand at the night interception, snd
on 29 January Capt, John W, Mitchell, who had taken off before dawn,
eaught a Jap fwinesurinshomber just after it had dropped its bombs.
VWiith an appreciative ground audience watching the verformence, Kitchell
sgent the Jap flaming into the sea.33 But sueh suceess wag infrequent
and the enemy continued his reids,

It was hoped that the P~70's could put a halt to the enemy's

. night activity over Guadelcansl., The planes were heavily armed,
carrying four 20-mm, cannon, two .50-cal, forward-firing mmehini cuns, twe

+30=cal, guns above and aft, end one ,50-cal, below and aft, Their AT

radar (aireraft interception plane radser) had a horizontal range almost
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exactly equal to the absolute altitude of the aircraft, with a vertical

renge of 3,000 feet sbove, and the plane was reascnebly fast, meking

300 miles per hour &t 20,000 feet, When the GGI (Ground Controi In-

. terception) rader became available on 1 April, and went into operation
shortly thereafter, the P-70's were given their opportunity to stop the
Jap.:% Most of the local air commanders held mtrong doubts as to the

| ability of the P-70's to perform effectively, but EBrig. Gen. Dean
Strother persevered in i;is faith in the pl&ne.35 On & bagis of perfor-
mence, he was disepvointed,
The technigue adopted required the P70 to attempt its interception
from within & range of anproximetely 50 miles down to 10 miles of the

- gun~defended Tunga area. If the night Fighter with its AT had not shot
down the Jap by the time the lattexr hed come within range of the AL de-
fenses, it was directed by GCI back to its orlginal orbit point, for it
was not allowed to enter the gun area; in these cageg it was assumed that
the enemy plane was too high or tco fast for the P-70 with its limited
rate of climb and low service ceiling., Hence the Jap became a proper
target for the P-381s which were operating with the seqrchligh’bs.36 In
fact the deficiencies of the P=70 made it "gbsolutely worthless for inter=
ception"; in-itwo months of operation on Guadaleansl, these aircraft
sur;ceeded in making only one interception and this was against & plane
which zlready had been in the searchlights for several minutes.37

. General Twining 1ist;ad the shorteomings of his night fighters:

(1) The service ceiling of 22,000 feet was toc low. Enemy bowbers

geldon attacked so low,.
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(2) The rate of climb was inadequate. The average time required
to meke the 22,000 feet was 45 minutes.
(3) Maximm speed of the plene at altitude hed proved insufficient.
. For example, on the night of 15/16 Kay, a Japanese Type I Betty had
outrun the P-70 by ueing a challow dive,

(4) There was frequent failure of the electrical system due to over-
loeding.

(5) The radar failed to function at high sltitude.

The single successful interception by a P-70 occurred on 19 April
when Cgpt. Earl ‘G. Bennett took off from Carney at 0321 for, his second
attempt of the night. Already & seven-hour Conditiocn Red had been in
effect, and a two~hour sortie by Bennett had failed to meke sny eontact
when finally at 0418 the searchlights caught a Betty directly over
Henderson. Bennett, who was orbitting over a point east of Savo Island
at 22,000 feet, ingtently twrned toward Henderson, Refore he arrived
over the area, the searchlights had lost the Jap, but within 30 seconds
the P—’?O';a AT radar bad the enemy on the screen. Exheust flames indica-
ted the target; within a few seconds the four 20-mm. cannon had ripped
into the fuselage, causing the plene to explede, For the firet time on
record Washing Machine Charlie had fallen before an AAF night fighter in
the Solomons.38

Like a1l the units on Guadalcenal, the night fighters operated under
. severe handicaps, for their small unit was operating far out in front of

its organizational equipment, and there wr;ts extreme diffienity in secur-

ing supplies.” In faet, it was necessary for both air and maintenance
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2G3's. P-38 pilote would orbit a red light of low intensity placed

on the outer edge of the defended area about & mile southwest of
Fighter No, 2, and their interceptions depended entirely upon visual
contact, Thus their field of opersbion lay directly within the gun-
defended area, where both they and the searchlights were under fighter
control, «lthough no hard end fast rules had been lald down to regu-
lete A4 fire in the area, it was understood as a pulding principle
that the P~38 had first priority on the target if it appeared that

the fighter mlght be able to intercept the Jap when and if illuminated.

The P~38'g did intercept the Jap far more succesafully then the
night-fighting P~70's. On the night of 13 Ney after a full day of
intense eir ectivity, at leest four enemy bombers put 11 bombs on
Guadalcanal, firing = munitions dump, It, William E, Smith of the
1zth Fighter Squedron was up after them, cetching one in the lights,

It went down, and a second was probebly (it'ees't,ro;&,red.Z'3 The follewing
week was 8 pericd of bright full mooniight which brought out bombers and
interceptors on both sides.

On the night of 18 May six Jap bombers gave the Ruscells and
Guadelcanal nor- than & three~hour alert when they bombed the former®
and the avea esst of Fighter Ho., 1. HNo damege or casualbies were suffer-
ed this time, but the following night enemy plenes were back again,
perhaps eight er nine of them, This time they struck home in four
separgte reids, killing 14 men and wourding 20, Tut the P-38!'s stopped

two of them, Seven fighters were sent up in relays so that alwsys one

LS
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was on stetion, and three of the reiders were intercepted, Shortly
before midnight, Mej. Louir R, Kittel of the 70th Fighter Squadron
destroyed one, aided by the searchlights, exheust flames, and Jap
tracer streams; then within the space of seconds he was gble to send
a second Betty flaming down to crazsh between Hencerson and Cape
Esperance.yi .

It was cbvious that if the high~flying enemy night raicders were
to be stopped, the P-38%s would have to do it. Nobt only were P-70's
inherently unable to fulfill the nesed, but they Lad arrived with
only & small number of maintenance parts and no spare engines; be-
cause of its low rate of climb, the plane required full power from
the ground up, which led to the necessity for frequent engine changes.é?
Alreody Harmon had requested that the zround echelon and organizationel
equipment for the P-70 detachment be =ent out, but lack of shipping
prevented dispatch of the eguipment, though 1t was possible to send
the ground schelon by ai.r.46 There wes some hope for improvenent in
the promise of OFD to send out a complete night-fighter squadron esrly
in Septenber, one which would absorb the small detachment already on
Carney Field .47 Bubt Harmon hoped that something better then the P70
might he given him,

After two months of experlence with the P-70, he found himsgelf
in much the same position he ceccupled with the obsolete P-400's hack
. in August and September of 1942, Submitting a report on 15 June, he

informed Genersl srnold of his troubles,l'rs which Twining had reported

from Guadalcenal. Prectically everything necessary for an effective

- . — ;nwh
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night fighter was lacking, except for the well trained and “eager"
erews, The plane was too slew, it could not go high enough, and above
15,000 feet its redsr equipment arced and emitted corona discharges,
meking it useless. Furthermeore, the generators were overloaded, it
was not possible to carry an adequate supply of ammunition; and ‘the
frequencies used for air-ground commmicaticn were intercepted and
jammed by the enemy. Urgently he requested slx planes of h%gher per-
formance to replace the P-70's, With these, and the combination of
P-381s end searchlights, "we can clean the night.“ég The answer was
negative, There were no night fighters available as replacements, bub
Harmon wes informed that the P-6l would be in production by the end of
the year, at which time his theater would be considered for a small
nuziber of the new Black Widows.50 Thus the matter rested for the
present.

The small detsachment of the 6th Night Fighter Squadron continued
to struggle aleng under more than its share of handicaps; lack of spare
parts continually plagued it, ceusing unnecessary attrition.ﬁl For the
pilots of the P-70's, the situntion was exssperating. Thelr plangs
simply could not reach the enemy, while their small unit, lacking Equad~
ron ;ntegrity, was a most awkward administrative orphan, one which keenly
felt its inferiority in the matter of obtaining parts and repair equip-
ment, During tke second week in May it had been obliged to move to
Henderson for two days due to the deterioration of Carney Field, bub
by the 23d it wes beck at Carney using its new alert querters and communl~

k2
cation facilities.
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COLATIRSOLS was well mware of the deficiencies of the P=70's. On
20 May the lest night mission sttempiting lengerange interception wag
flomm; henceforth Maj, Sidney ¥, VWharton's pilets would trein in P-38'g,
. for the twin-engine fighters hed proved they could shop the Japs =t

53
night, The detachment 4id rot eagily retrein its flying personnel.

¥hile it continued to use the P-70's as low-level interceptors working
with GCI, the unit was dependent upon other fighter squadrons for a loasn
of P=38's since it possessed none of its own. 4and this presented Aiffi-~
’culties. Pilots were checked out from training after they hed received
approximately four hours! familiarization on the P-38; there simply
were not enough P-38's to supply the needs of all units. Msjor Wharton
hoped for a minimum of six hours! training, ircluding two hours of gun-
nez“y, but always he had to contend with the faoct that the tactieal situ-
,a'bion might require all available P=38's to be held for the fighter
squedrons. And since the fighters were extrerely busy in June, the net
resull was a general curtallrent of the trzaining progran, If Jep
night reiders were to be driven off, ithe P-38's would have to do it,
beczuse many months would pass tefore a real night fighter could reach
the South Pacific, The problem of the night fighter remained scute
throughout the Solomens campaign.55
Gradually during the spring months COFAIRSOLS was able to increase
the tempo of operations sgeinst tke Jepanece positions on Bougeinvilie
. ard in the Central Solormons, despile the aheence of sufficient numbera

of fighters to provide escorts for heavy borber operations during the

1
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daylight hours. Throughout March and April the heavies continued for

the most part to hit the Kahili and Shortland arees in light strength
and alwsys at night. Sometinmes the strikes were in relays of one or

. two plenes bombing at intervals, thereby serving as partial retaliation
for the nightly disturbance of Guadalcansl by the Japenese, Often the
results of these sttacke were unobserved; again e chance hit woulfd be .
made on alrereft or on a fuel or mumitions dump setting off larpge fires.
Sometimes, too, the Jap would attempt to encourage bombing errors by
starbing sizesble fires in areas around Kshill where ihere were no
vital :i.J:Js.'l;e;:l.lai::unmcs.56

On the nights of 20 snd 21 March, Strike Commend of COMAIRSOLS

staged something new--z mine-laying operation against the Buin ares,
Originally plammed for the 18th and 19th, the mission had been delayed
by bad weather, but on the 20th 42 TEF's (18 Marine and 24 Navy), each
lcaded with one Model 1 Mark XII 1,600-1b, megnetic mine, took off be-
tween 1814 and 1835. Their assignment was to sow the mines within the
R0-fethom curve along the Bougminvilie comst from Tonolei Harbor to
B1ﬁn.57 While the mine=laden Avengers went in low, B=17's and B-24's
‘were to haress searchlights and A4 over Kshili Field and along the
southeast comet of Bougsinville from Molle Point to East Polnt in the
hope of pulling inghore AA and lights. Nine B~17's of the 3lst Squed-
ron (H) and nine B-24's of the 307th Group, each loaded with 20

. clusters of fragmentation bombs, took off early in the evening on the

first of a series of diversionary missions.
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This initial atbtempt was highly successful. The time schedule was
adhered to precisely, bombs were dropped on both AA and searchlight
installations, and the haphazard nature of the AA fire indicated con-
fusion on the grm:tnd.s8 Not one TBF was lost on the missicn and the
Navy's compliments went to the heavy bomber crews for their diversionary
efforts, but the 3lst lost one of its B-17's. Colonel Unruh*s plane,
which had dropped out of formstion at the Initial Point for observation
of the results of the attack, went down in the sea, but the entire crew
was rescued off the Russell Islands almost immediately.sg

Next night the same mission was repeated, this time with the use
of 40 TBFts supported by 9 B-17's of the 3lst Squadron and 12 of the
307th*s B-24's, Orders required the heavies {o attract fire and lights
for nine minutes while the TBFts sowed their mines; then they were to
retire northward. The bombers had a fairly easy time; AL fire was wild
and erratic, but the diversionary action was not so effective, The Japs
held most of their fire and lights down at low altitude against the
torpedo planes., For the future, the reccmmendstion was to employ de-
molition bombs rather than fragmentation clusters, Despite the failure
to turn the Japs away from the TBFts on the second night, no planes were
lost and the two missions were regarded as highly successful,

Early in May it was apparent that the Japanese were no less dis=-
turbed by the constant nightly harasswent than were the Allied personnel
on Guadalcanal, As the B-17's and B-24's returned from their missions

over Xahili or Ballale, their reports indicated that the Jap was putting
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increasing effort into night flying in an attempt to prevent the raids

61
by the heavy bombers, Az yet there wes no evidence that the enemy

AAFRA~20

planes cerrled rader, for they seemed to depend upon searchlight iIllu=-
‘ mination or chence encountery Whatever system they used, 1t gained
them scant success; they seldom fired on the bombers {though ome did
go on 27 April), and their coniacte were very brief, The B-2.4ls
regularly shook them off by employing evasive action and rarely re-
turned fire, for this would have revezled their own position.62
Meanwhile the tempp of alr operations gradually Increased.
Strike Commarnd sent the light bombers against Vila or Munde with greater
frequency, drawing upon fighter Command for escorff.. On the morning of
t lay no less than 77 planes struck Munde with such force that five
hours 1ater fires were still blezing, Next day weather turned back an
even lerger number of planes; more than 100 had taken off from Guadal-
canal.63 For a few days during the second week of May the Jap air force
ley low., SED's flying over Vile at 3,000 feet on the afternoon of the
10th received no AA fire whatsoever and pilots observed grass growing
on a rurway which was in evident disuse; few enemy plenes were sighted
anyvhere, Then on the 13th action began.
The harassing Liberators led off at 0200 over Kahili and Ballale,
An hour and a half later slx B~17's hit the same targets, putting twe
500-pounders on each strip and meeting three new-type night fighters
. which unsuccessfully attempted an interception with the aid of thelr
own sea.:t'chi‘t:l.gl'xtB.f’lP At 1100 the coastwatcher on Cholseul reported
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planesz on the way south, enough to cause Fighter Command to send up
101 fighters, which was the largest fighter scramble yet seen on
CGusdalcanal and the Russells%s A%t a point 25 miles northwest of Cape
Esperance 8 Corsairs, 4 P-40's, and 2 P-38's met approximately 26
Japé; 8 Zeros promptly went down, one destroyed by a P-38, the rest
by the Marines., A few moments later 8 more Zeros fell befcre the Cor-
sairs, making a total loss to the Jap of 16 Tighters, at a cost to
Fighter Command of 4 Marine planes and 1 P=38 with 2 pilots recovered.66
The dey's action was not yet over, After nightfall five B-17's returned
to the Xahili-Ballale area, where their incendiaries caused the enemy .
alr commanders additional grief. Strike Command added its own contri-
bution by sending four TBF's with two flare planes to strike at the
shipping on Fuin, and these pilots returned to report at least two hilis
on an AK, which snffered sn explosion. The Jap was stung. That night
he retaliated by sending down at least four bommers to raid Guedslcenal,
but the P-38%s, teamed with the searchlights, killed off cne Betty and
probably got another. By 2135 all clear was sounded to end a lively
day of intense alr activity.67

No sooner had the enemy's air effort flared up than it subsided.
During the third wesk of Nay there was ev%dence that the Jap was withe-
drewing his fighters from the Solomons, though he centinued to meintain
a strong fighter concentration at Rabaul. The withdra;al coincided with
a growth of strength in New Guinea; early in April virtuelly no planes

had been in that erea, yet now over 100 were reported concentrated

TR RINEPL I
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chiefly at Viewak, It was possible that the predictions of the planners

of the campaign were being fulfilled; perhaps the Jap could not stand the
strain of heavy simultaneous cormitment in both the Solomons end New Guinea,
. In the hope of accelersting the process of attrition of the enemy's
surface supply line, on 9 May COMSOPAC ordered a second series of mine-
laying missions; these would reinforce the Kahili mine fields and estab-
lish a fresh field in the Shortland-Feisi area, As before, Strike Command
requested maximum airoraft for diverslon purposes, this time adding a
PBO {Hudson) to act as & flare pls.ma.écjl
On 19 May a force of 30 TBF's went up to the Buin area to ley their
1,600-1b, parachute mines between Molla Point and Erventa Island and
between Frventa and Pupukuna. To afford the mine carriers a clear fileld,
four B-17's and two B=24's (424th Squadron) dropped their 190-1"b. GP
bombs in 10 runs on Kehili, but this time the Jap was not misled; his
gunriers ignored the bombers to concentrate on the TBF's, Searchlights
were active, accurate, and so wes the &A, with the result that two TBF's
falled %o r.‘aturn.,?0 The moon was full and bright thet week in Mey as
30 more TBF!'s were readied for their second mission on the 20th, Once
apain the diversion was executed by the heavies, thls time by four B~17's,
four B-24's, plus & PBO to aid the flight of TBF's in navigablon. Results
improved; the mines were laid over a small ares from a poin; on the east
shore of Shortlafld to ancther point north of Faisi Igland, where the
. TBF's met much less AA fire, This +ime the heavy bonbers hed carried

300~1b. GP bombs rather than the smaller 100-pounders of the earlier
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mission was labeled an "unualifed sucesg t opinion of all who

took part, and “the diversionary attack of the B-17's, which dropped

their bombs &t the right place at the right tinme, eontributed enor-

. mously to and in a most essentirl manner to this succesa."74 Meanwhile,
the Jap was improving his defenses ageinst these night attacks. Four
torpedo plsnes had been lost in the three missions, with a possibility

- that two had fallen before night fighters, In sny cese it was knowm
that at Buke and Buin the enemy was practicing night flying, and the
local coastwatcher reported that all night patrols were being maintained
there by at least two planes equipped with "running lights."75

In the days following the mining operations, COMAIRSOLS steadily
inereased pressure upon the Bougainville bases snd oxd the Central
Solomons. Desgpite the frequency of attacks : and sighting of an unusual
number of sircraft over the northern Solomons, enemy air activity reached
a low ebb by the end of the month of May.% Daylight strikes met no
alr opposition whatsoever and the Jap's offensive efforts were likewise
weak, Eerly in June photos taken of the Bougeinville fields indicated
the lowest aireraft count sinee the stert of the Solomons campaign,
while simultanecusly enemy air strength incremsed in New Guinea and the
Celebeg, both of which were of greater economic interest to the Jap than
were the Solomons.77

Japenese thrusts sent down the island chein were sporadic and weak.

. Six Betbys attacked a convoy aboub 200 miles southeast of Henderson Field

on 23 May, putting a bomb on the bow of the FI tender Nisgare; approximately

T
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three more raided Guadalcansl that same night, and one bomber even went

- pop
dn_‘i y

ag far as Egpiritu Santo where its bombs fell harmlessly in Segond
Ghannel.78 But 811 thege efforts were small in comparison with the air
weight now being mounted apgainst the Bougainville bases, from which the Jap
apparently had drawn back his fighters to Habsul,

Statigtics for the month's operations reflected the extent of the
recent lull., Fighter Command reported only 21 enemy aireraft shot down,
15 of them by Corsairs, 4 by P=38%s, and 1 Betty by a P-?9; bt the cost
in Allied fighters was rather hesvier than normal, 6 F4U's and 2 P-38!s,
with 5 pilots, having been lost either in combat or in operational
accidents.79 The month ended with three B-24i's responding to a coaste
wetcherts reguest for an attack on Tinputs and Numa Numa over on the
northeast coasst of Bobgainville where enemy strength had been growing
steadily. At dusk on 31 May the planes hit both villages, leaving them
in flames; then near Tinputs two small 125-foot coastal steamers were
digcovered, Seversl runs failed to produce anything better than near
misses with the 500~1b. GP bombs, but the crews discovered the rirtue
of the newly installed nose turrets; if the bombardier complained aboub
the turret greatly impairing his vision, ke had to admit that for strafe-
ing, the installation was excellent. One vessel was set afire as a
result of several strafing runs and was seen apround off Tinpu:ts.80

The general Inll in the Solomons serisl activity ended with the
coming of June., Now the Pussellmatrip was ready for operations and on

the night of 25/26 May it was used for the first time, except in an

energency, when eight F4AU's and eight P~40's remained overnight for a
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predewn strafing attack on the Shortland-Faisi seaplane base. From

Guadalcanal the B-24's of the 370th Squadron again were prowling northe
east of Bougainville 0!; the evening of 3 June when they caught two more
. small coastel vessels, one off Tinputs, the other at near-by Taop.

Iwo direct hits with 500~lb. GP bombs were reported ms demolishing the
Tinputs AK, but it was necessary to strafe the other until it was afire,
after which the Jap crew sbandcned it.82

These seven-hour prowling missions by the B-24's produced & steady
drain upon the enemy line of commmicetions around Bougainville, but the
most profiteble targets remained as always in the Buln area. There at
nocn con 5 June Strike Command staged the first astrong daylight raid gince
the B-24's had suffered their heavy losses in mid-February, Twslve TEF'g
and 18 Dauntless dive bombers (SBD's), the latter fitted for the first
time with 50-gsllon auxiliary tenks which made possible their initial
appesrance over Buin from Solomons bases, rendezvoused at the Russells,
where they picked up 21 Russells~-based Corseirs, The whole flight then
moved northwest up the Slot, where they were passed over Velle Tavella
by 26 P-{0's and 6 P~38's whose mission was to precede the attack planes
to the target, clesring the air of fighters.83

Some 20 to 25 Zekes, Daves, and Rufes attempted to save the vessels
lying in the harbor but could not bring it off; 4 or 5 met the P-40fs,
losing 2, and downing 1 AAF plane, while the main effort was thrown against

. the attacking bombers. Corsairs killed 10 more enemy fighters as they

bored in on the TBF-SBD flights, and the total loss to the Japanese was

15 plenes. Simultanecusly the dive bombers and Avengers were putting

8]
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their bombs on a destroyer, subsequently listed as probably sunk, and

on a corvetle and a cargo vessel, both of which were left burning,

Before they reached their bases, howaver, two TBF's and two SBD's had
. been lost, ongﬁeach in the target area, the others crash-landing on
the way home. The action was not easily broken off as the Japs -
preased hard after some of the retiring planes, At the close of
the engsgement, Lt, Jeck Bade in g riddled P=40 saw four unescerted
bombers retiring below Shortland Island under heavy attack by 10 enenmy
fighters. With jammed guns, a riddled plane, and a gashed head,
Lieutenant Bade dove to aid the light bombers; by making several head-
on pasges and wide "S's" under cover of the bombers! gung, the enemy
was finally driven off in a running battle which lasted until the fiight
had reached a point just short of Vella Lavelle, Lieutenant Badel's only
comment was that "the bombers mmst have thought me the poorest pilot
aver to fly an airplane.," But the bomber crews knew he could not fire
and praised him the more for his efforts.85

The 5th of June marked the use of new air bases in the Solomons,

Once sgsin the Jap had to face the prospeet of daylight attacks ageinst
his Buin shipping, sbttacks which now could inelude the nse of the deadly
8BD's, For the first time ‘the Russells strip had been used in coordi-
nating an attack, because all the FAU's had remained there to pick up
the bombers on their way north. And for the first time, too, Fighter
. Command was ablegzo send in & sweep prior to the arrival of the main

atbacking foree,

The Jap was arotused, He ghifted more of his air strength back into

the Sclomons and on 7 June began to use it, for he could hardly be unaware
i
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of the preperations for a forward movement ther under way on Guadalcanal.
On the Rabaul airdromes eir gtren.th sgain was high, showing 225 aireraft,
ineluding 90 medium bombers and 89 fighters. In the Rakeul harbor area
. ey 40 to 50 ships, end the enemy's medium bomber searchers were very
active, increasing in nunber and range.87
In the first of a series of three strong atiempts to push through
the Allled fighter defenses, the Japanese sent down L0 to 50 Zekes and
Hamps, together with some 10 Kates, the latter arparently destined to
attack the shipping off Guadalcanal.gg To counter the threat, Fighter
Command sent up over the Kussells end the CACTUS ares approximately 100
Pighters, among them 12 P-L0%s of No, 15 Sguzdron of the Royal Kew
Zealend 4Lir Force (RNZAF), then in its first large-scale action. The
engegenent opened when four MNarine pilots wers stiacked over Vangunu
by 24 Zeros; then as the Japenese spproached the Russzells they met 44
nore fighters, while 52 more were sirborne over the Guadglecenel ship-
ping. AAF participeation was opened by the P-40's and P-38's of the
Russells patrol, whose pilots sighted 15 Zekes engeging three FAU's
betveen Buraku Islend end the Russells. For the ensuing half hour it
was & wild melee, Before they could be driven back, a few of the Japs
pressed on Lo a point within eight miles of Henderson I'ield, tut they
peid heavily; no leas than 23 Zeros went down before the defending
Tighters, P=40's carried off honors for the day, shooking down 12 planes;
. Z were downed by ENZAF pilots snd 8 by ALF pls.neség P=381g killed 2,

Corsairs accounted for 7, and FiF's added Z more.
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The sole 4AF caguelty was lst Lte Henry E, Matson of the Aith Fighter
Squsdron. Lieutenent Matson haé taken off with the originsl Russell
petrol; he had selected his Zero, made two passes, then expleded it on
. the third try. Another Zero spproached, this time head-on and firing
steadily, Matson's guns set him afire, and within seconds the P=40%s
propeller had chewed right through the flaming Zekels right wing root,
after which the AAF pilct reported "there was a merked rise in the tem-
perature of my cockpit." Bailing out at 18,000 feet, Matson found hime
self with badly burned arms and hands, e mouth full of powdered plexiglass,
euts on his heed end neck, and more ominous then any wounds, he was
surrounded by three Zeros in a Infberry. But instezd of strafing him,
the eneny pilots arparently were misled by bis friendly gestur?s and
made po effort to attack. Before hiiting the water the P-40 pilob
edministered a morphire injection, then vpon landing ke inflated his
rubber bout, covered his face with part of the parachute ,Qand went o
sleep, Two hours later he was plcked up by & crash boat.‘O Although
the dey's work had cost Fighter Command a total of nipe planeg--the
other eight were FiU!s--every single pilot was recgvered s which left
a favorsble personnel score of 23 to O for 7 June.Jl

Three days later a fresh trick was attempted by Fighter Command .
in en attempt 4o check the Japanese bombers which bad heen hargssirg
the shipping lanes between Espiritu Santo and Guedelcanal, On the 10th,
. five tremsports screened by six destroyers were moving up to Guadalcenal
end the .fap knew it. Down from Cholseul came a ropor‘;,zthaﬁ Bettys were

on the way, headed southeast to intercept the convoy. Leying cut the
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antiicipa.ted course of the bombers, Fighter Command sent four P=38's

up to orhit Ndai Island, spproximately 28 miles morth of Malaite, while

an equal rumber of Corseirs were ordered to orbit between Ma.laii':a and
. Sante Isabel., Fortvne favored the Narines; they sighted three Bettys
moving down the northeast comst of Malaite and prompbly shot them all
down, though not without a hard, stern chase. The Bettys WBI:B very
fast and the Corsairs showed 280 knots to overtake them. Over at Ndai
the P-38's caught the single remmining bomber and it too went down,
thus ending a day-long threat to the ccnvcs;;r.g3

The Jep schieved less sﬁccess in his shirplng strikes than the
B-24%s working along the eact coast of Eougainville. By 12 June, 10 of
these Jow-level missions had been rum off since the firet one on 29 May,
and not a single plane had yet been lost. Ihree small cargo vessels had
been destroyed, one set afire, one damaged, and one Betty had been shot
down when & pair of these bomters attempted to intercept two B-~2i's west
of Buka.% But the enemy wes prepared to try sgesin at the Guadaleanal
targets.

On the forenoon of the 1Zth a large bogey was reported heading in
the direction of the Russells; it wes anotber fighter sweep, numbering
between 40 and 50 Zekes, and to meet 1i, Fighter Comrand scrambled 91
planes.gs At 1048 contact was made in the Russells ares by the leading
planes of the defenders; the seven New Zealand P-/0's, one P-39, and two
. P-40F's in the first flight were outnumbered two to one, but despite

this handicsp, they promptlgéshot down nine Zekes and one probable with

the loss of only one pilot, Total results for the Jep were even more

disastrous than the scere of 7 June. All

Lo
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jed pilots sighted no tombers,
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though a coastwatcher on Vglla Lavella reported two flying northwest
after the battle begen; 41 pllots made contact with the Zekes, shoot-
ing down g total of 31, Again the cost was light; other than the FNZAF

. Kittyhawk with Flight Officer Marpeth,ofive Narine planes were leost,
but four of the pilcts were recovered.ﬂ In personnel the Jep had peid
with a retic of more than 15 to one,

For three days there was a Iunll, except for a brief and frultiess
herassing raid on the night of the 13th by an enemy bomber which dropped
three bonbs aimlessly near Kolumtona, and another on the 15th when
three more pianes bombed the Xolli Toln® -arg¢r.But the Jap was preparing
for yet another alr effort; despite the loss of more than 50 fighters
within one week, his air strength in the Solomons now rose to the highest
level -since I\&":a.:t'ch.98 By the 1tth the enermy was ready; photos taken that
morning over Kehili showed 49 fighters and 5 dive bomhers on that fileld
alone, while up at Rebaul 254 planes were counted on the same day, and
8 reconnsissance plane covering Buka on the 1€th reported that field
"loaded with aircraft.“99

First reports of the approach of enemy planes came at 1232 from
Vella Lavells where the eoastwatchér gighted 38 Zeros passing south;

12 minmutes later Kolombangars reported & very large formaetion of prob-
ably 80 eircraft also headed southesst, after which report the origine]
group was picked up on the radar screens.mo It wag clear that this
. was developing into something more then a normal fighter sweep., The
presence of a number of ships in the Tulagi ares end off Guadalcanal

made the enemy's intentions,_g‘bvious and every defense on the isla.nd
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was immediately placed on the alert, Normally Japanese plenes hed «
been cowing down the Slot by a route which took them north of the
Russells, but this time it was apparent that they were passing some
40 miles south of these islends, and the FAU's in the Russells were
sent dovm to intercept them. These planec failed to make any conbtact.
-A% 1310 F{;ghter Command serambled 16 aircrafi to cover shipping in*the
Tulegi, Inmga Point, andé Koll Foint sreas; at 1345 Condition Red was
get, and the rumber of fighters was increesed until a fotal of 104‘air-
craft was air‘borne.ml

It was well thet the defenders were ready. Up from the south over
Besufort Bay et 15,000 feet and heeded streight for ITunga and Koll FPolnt
came an estimated 30 dive bombers flanked by Zercs in two columns; prob-
ably 75 planes were in the flights. &% 1407 the battle began, one which
within s few minutes was to develop into the greatest single Allied aerial

vietory of the South Pacifle canmpelgn. Over the mountains P-38%s went

after the fighter escort, which then turned north, drawing the AAF fighters

with them, while the F4F's of Navy fighter squadron VF-11 tore into the
dive bombers driving in to attack four cargo vessels and their destroyer
escort off Gusdalcanel, Almost simultaneously ancther large group ::f
enemy plenes came down the Slot from the north, and immediately the air
over Savo Island, Tulagi, Cape Esperance, end Koli Foint became the
scens of a Ygigenbic aerial c:i.rc:*t:rms."102

There was action everywhere, no less than 74 of the 104 defending

fighters reporting contact with the enemy. Wildeate of Navy rizhting

Tlcven knocked down many of the dive bombers before they could reach

the ships, P-39's fought off Zeros and dive bombers over the shipping,

P-40's tangled with the Vals and Kates and their fighter esg;;-‘t betwesn

PRI, =T T
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Save and Cape Esperance at altitudes of 8,000 to 15,000 feet, while some
of the Corsairs met Zeros at 29,000 feet nesr Tulagl as the latter were
coming in. Everywkere Allied and enemy planes milled about in dogfights,
. meny of them amid the flak of ground and ship gunners; at times a Zero
would flssh by with two or three Grummens, a veir of P-40's, and a P-39
on ite tail} often in the combat a pilot would have his gighte trained on
a Jap sircraft only to have the terget blow up before a shot could be
fired., Part of the huge melee was fought out barely above the ses between
Sevo end Cape Esperance, where the F/F's pursued the dive bombers retiring
at 100 feet or less.103
By 1430 the Japs were in full retreat, leaving behind so many of
their mumber that Adme Narc Mitscher (COMAIRSOLS) ooculd only exclaim that
it was "hard to believe, but this was a Roman holiday on Jep planes."lo4
Tt was just that, In fact, the problem was to determine Just how many
Jeps had been shot down, since much of the combat had taken place amid
the f£lsk of AA_guns, with the attendant possibility of duplicatling reports
of kills, Fighter Commend listed no less than 49 Zeros and 32 dive
bombers as having fallen to the various fipghters on the island, and only
the FAF's had surpassed the performance of the P-40's, RIZAF pilots had
taken up 8 P=4C's, all of which contacted t@g enenmy, and together these
destroyed 5 Zeros; 16 ALF Warhawks were airborne, 1. of them destroying
10 Zeros plus 10 bombers, but the 28 FAF's carried off high honors for
. the dsy with 30 Jep planes to their credi‘h.los In addition to the
successes of the fighters, the ship-borne AA gunners clalmed 16 planes,

the ground gunpers 1 more, which raised to 94 the total losses for the
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dey; or, if the Fighter Command record is more exact, the finel score
106
was 98 planes destroyed out of & total force estimeted at 120,

The Jap had escaped with no more then a handful of his originel
atiacking force, but he hed left behind e reminder of his vlsit, In the
air the score was amazingl;'; lopsided; only slx defending fighter planes
were lost (one in an operational accident) and the sole AAF loss was
1st Ite J. Qo Tedder with a P-40 of the 4ith Squadron. Three of the
Navy's VF-11 Grumman pilots went down, as did sn FAU with Marine T/Sgt.
T, Efstathion of VIF-122, bul these were all.lm The resl damage
oceurred on the ground and on three of the vegsels off Guadaleanal,
Even though neeriy all the ships were undervay and maneuvering during
the abtack, three of them were damaged, two rather badly, foreing them
to be beached off Iunga. Altogether losses afloet and ashore reached
25 killed, 29 wounded, and 22 missi.ng,los but they cculd have been very
mach worses

The action was by all odds the greatest interception of the theater,
and Generzl Arnold was deligh'l;ed, terming it a "magnificent sctien" in
his commendation to Harmon and Hle.s&zy.lO9 There was no question but
that the Jap wes sensitive to the exceedingly beavy drain forced upon
him by the pilots of Fighter Command. His losses had mounted rapldly;
by the afternoon of the 16th, the June total had reached 146, while the
score of kills by all planes since 31 July 1942 now stood at 1,414, On
the very next morning the photos indicated a reduction in the enemy's
fighter strength in the Solomons.llo

During the first iwo weeks of June attention had been focussed
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upon the spectacular work of Fighter Command, btut after the resumption
of daylight ra.idr; against Buln on 5 June the enemy began to feel the
inereased pressure of the Yight and heavy bonmbers; and, beginning with
the 15%h, the B-25%'s of the A2d Bombardment Group (M) bad joined the
battle, thereby frecing additional heaviesf for the sgtrikes at Kahilil.
Two medium squadrons, the 69th and 70th, hed long been in the theater,
Asaigned originally to the 38th Group over in Austrelis, they later were
attached to the South Pacific and subsequently sssigned to the Thirteenth
Air Force. Nobt until the arrival of the 423 Group with two of its
squasrons on 15 April was there an opportunity to develop a full foursm
squadron medium group. Then, on 17 April, the newly arrived 75th
Squadron moved its B«25's tc Plaines des Gaiacs for training, while the
eir echelon of the Hesdquarters, 424 Bombardment Group () and of the
fresh 390th Bombardment Sguadron (V) went on up to Fi;]i.lll Here Col,
Herry E. Wilson assumed command of the /24 Group end the two veteran
mediun gguedrons were assigned to the group. Now the problem was to
train the squadrons in rasitherd bombing. Even though the 75th and 390th
already had accomplished intensive training in this work back at Hammer
Field, Colonel ¥Wilson immediately proceeded to push the program in
preparabion for low-level bombing attacks and for the installation of
eight forwerd-firing .50-cal, machine guns in the planes of two of the
a=sc1u9.d:,:-c.>r:ts.112

On é June the air echelon of the 69th Squadron, together with the
Hezdquarters, 426 Combardment Group (M), ell under the command of Maj.

$. B, Haréwick, moved up Lo Carney field to opevate under Bomber Cormand.,
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Chapter III
NEW GEORGIA: THE AIR PHASE

The second mejor sep in the advance up the Sclomons Involved
the invasion of New Georgis and the capture of the airf:}.eld on HMunda
Point whose construction the enemy's engineers had so claverly con-
cealed back in December 1942, and whose seizdre had been indicated
in Hecirthur's original Elkion Plan, In March the Jolnt Chiefs of
Steff had sccepted with minor changes MacArthur's outline for the
reduction of the New Bismarck area, which was so closely integrated
with the advance up the Solomons.l Less then two months later the
requirements of the Sclomons campaign were fitted into the global
pattern of the war, snd more specifically to the broad sirategic
outline for the entire Pacific advance. This was the work of the
Combined Chiefs of Staff at the Trident Conference held in 'ay at
Wasbingfton.z

The GCS recognized the necessity for seizure of the Iae-Salamana-
Fingehhafen-Madang ares snd the cecupation of western New Britain; they
ordered seizure and occupation of the Solomons includipg the southern
portion of Bougainville end the establishment of alrfields on Xiriwina
and Woodlark iBl&IldB.B These were the immediate objectives; the uiii-
mats one was the capture of Kavieng with subsequent slashing of the

. seaborne commmications of Rabaul, and finally a double-pronged amphiblous

assanlt upon the grest Jap stronghold on New Britain, These tasks
accomplished, the Admiralties could be taken under air attack and in-

4
veded by another amphibious force, The time estimate placed AlTied

=
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forces on western New Britein and southern Bougainville by 1 December
1943, followed by two months for pre;i:ara.tion of the bases for the finel
assault upon Rabaul and an additionel two months for operations subse-

. quent to the invasion., Thus 1 April 1944 became the terminel date for
the Bismarck operation.s

Obviously the Solomons represented only one phase of the operations
in the vest Pacific area, At Trident the 0CS agreed upon the necessity
of ejecting the Japs from the Aleutisns; they would mount a drive across
the Central Pacific, selzing the Marshaells and the Carolines, including
Ponape, Truk, and then additional bases in the western Carolines on
Nomoil, Gaferut, and Wolei. Truk would become the si'be of an operating
base fozf major fleet and an important fsetor in opening the desired
line of commmications acrogss to the Celebes Sea.6 Far ahead lay en
Inmense task; recapture of the Philippines, Hongkong,7 and the consequent
isolation of Japan from her Netherlards Indies bases., No decision had
yet been reached as to whether the main Pacific drive would proceed wegst=
ward along New Guinea or through the islands of the Central Pacifie, though
it was recognized that capture of all of New Guinea wounld facilitate
opening the line of communications to the Celebes Sem, and would con-
tribute to the defense of ﬁms1:':?&!.1.:).&!..8
In 21l the planning for fubture Pacific operations, nothing succeeded

in upeetting the Casablanca decision to the effect that unconditional

. surrender of forces in Durope was the primary aim. However, it was agreed

that simulteneously with the major Buropean effort, unremitiing pressure

CORMIDEN,

LR,
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should be meinfained against Japan with the purpose /econstantly reducing

her military power and attgining vositions from which her ultimate
surrender could be fbrced./ As a matter of fact, Admiral XKing streassed
the idea that the yardstick of mny operation against the Japenese should
be the extent to whieh it would: {(a) further threaten or cut the enemy's
lines of communicetions; snd {b) contribute to the attainment of
positions of readiness from which large-scale operations could be
Ieunched against Japan.lo New Georgia and Bougainville lay a long way
from Japen, bub they were way points which must be reduced, and in
Allied hands they would permit the accomplishment of the directives of
the Conbined Chiefs of Syaff.

In the opening mee‘ting of the Trident Gonference, President
Roogevelt had expresced his helief in attrition as an effective wearon
and he felt that against the Japenese tre operations in the Solomons .
and in New Guinea were achieving attrition.ll They were, ung;estionably,
ag the alr scores already indicated and as they were to indicate even
mora decisively in the following two months. With the opening of the
New Georgie campaign, the rate of atirition was destined to run higher
then anything then achieved.

In his planning, General HacAythur had set 15 June as a target date
for initlating ﬁhe dual set of operations designed to continue in the

Southwest Pacific as far west as Madang and up to the western end of

New Britein, and in the Solomons up to the southern end of Bougainviile.
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It wag assumed thet completion of these operations would consume the
balance of 1943 .12 Nequisition of a base on Bougainville was dependent
upon the presence of adequate air cover. ©So J:ong as the nearest major
air bese was on Guadaleanal, this cover cowld not be provided; the jump
was too long, the Allies lacked a preponderance of sir superiority, and
CONSOPAC did rot have a decisgive superiority‘in naval gurface forces,
including the all-important carriers, The obvious intermedliate step
was Mt:tnﬁza..l3

Here in the Central Solomons the Japanese had expended considerable
effort since they were first reported in the ares in August of 1942.
Originaily they had used the isiand eoves and anchorages ss staging
points in their efforis to supply the troops on Guadalcanal, but after
thelr decigive defeat In lLovember of 1942 they began the construction of
an airdrome near Munda Point on the southwest coast of New Georgia
Island, a location which made the field almost immune to an invasion from
the sea. Only two approaches permitted entry to Munda: one from the north
ren thrpugh Dismond Narrows, a deep and narrow chaennel; the other crossed
the shallow NMunda Bar whose 12-foot depth blocked passage in heavy weather.

At Munda the Jap engineers had begun their constriction under the
concealment of coco palms, the tips of which were held in normal position
by heavy wire cables; but after discovery of the runway on 3 December the
strip became the most frequented target in the Solomonk, All types of
aircraft hit it aimost daily, and from time to fime the alr attacks were
supplemented with ostensibly destructive bonbardments by surface craft,

but neither the hombs nor £-and &-inch shells could knock oub Munda for
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longer than a day or two at best. The strip had been easily con-
structed and the presence of excellent coral in the immediste vicinity
. permitted very rapld repairs. But even though it was impossible to
disable the field permanently, the Jap was never able to conduct major
cperations from his New Georgis base. He did even less well with the
strip which he had laid down late in December 19/2 over at Vila Field
on nesr-by Kolombangars where swampy ground made ;he runway all but
ifioperable for land~based planes, though some float planes operated
from adjacent Wsa:t;e:c'ss.l6
Cn Guadelcanal preparations for the next advence were pushed
shead; by July two fighter and two bomber flelds were ready. Henderson
was the base for all light end some heevy bombers, plus most of the
short=range search planes; Carney, up by Koll Point, was the base for
heavy and medium bombers as well as for the long-range search planes,
while the fighters were stationed on the two Lungzs fields. Fighter No.
1 was the main fighter buse and here were the Marine and Navy units.
Fighter No., 2 carried the RNZAF's P-40's and the AF fighters. Equally
important wes the further improvement of facilities for bulk gasoline
storage, including the construction of a submarine £ill line which
brought sviabion gasoline dirvect from tankers moored off Kolli Point
to a tank farm, By July Koli Point alone had 35 1,000-barre”. tanks
end one 10,000=barrel tank in seven groupings and there were similar
. though somewhat smzller installatlons ab Lunga.17 The CACTUS fields

were supported by the twg__ fields up in the Russells, North Field,
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a 4,200~foot strip, served as a’base for light bombers and fighters,

76

and wag ready for active use on 30 June; the 3,100=-foot South Field
was & Fighter ’icsasra.l8 It was obvious that even with the deficiencies
of Cerney end certain operational difficulties, this New Georgia opera-
+ion was to be supplied and supported substantially better than was the
origzingl landing on Guadalcanal.l9

Admirel Halsey issued the basic operation plan for the Few Georgia
assault on 3 June 1943 and on the following day Reer Adm, Richmond K,
Turner, Commander of Task Ferce 31, assigned objectives to the elements
of the amphibious force which he commanded. ¥aj. Gen, Jobn J, Hester
wag named commander of the New Georgia Occupation Force with its major
unit the reinforced 43d Infantry Division; :En genersl reserve was the
37th Infantry Division keld back on Guadaleansl but ready to move for-
ward at five days' notice 0'1; order from Admiral Halsey.zl In addition
to these divisions, Hester had two larine raider battellons, the lst
and 4th: it was believed that these forces together would be strong
enough to wrest the entire islend group from the enemy within a 30-day
period. Both divieions were green, but on Guadalcanal there was the
veteran 25th Division, whiclh with the Americal had ejected the Japs
from that island and sinee March had been actively engaged in a train-
ing program designed to rectify the errors committed in its first
ca.mpaign-22

The means et hand did not appear to Balsey as sufficient to jus-

tify a frontal assault on the Vila-Munde ares, & faet which led to a
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declgion to capiure Fendove Teland first, Thle tagk would be conducted
by the Western Lending Force which would make its lemdings on Rerdova,
then 2t the First cpportunity would eross over to New Georgia in ICT's
and landing boats, In any case forces were ordered to be prepared to
initiate the movement agsinst Vunda by D=-dey plus 4. Simulisnecusly
the Eastern Landing Force under Col, Dasniel H, Hundley would lend at
Viru Harbor, Wickham Anchorsge, and Segi Point, Segi was selected as
the site of a new fighter strip whose constrvetion was ordered, while
Wickham and Viru were scheduled to becore proiected sieping refuges
for small rsra:l’.‘-l-..;?3

4 subgidiary operation had ag iits objective the cubting of commmi=-
cation lires between Kolombangara and Munda to prevent the Japanece from
reinforeing the lMunds garrison, To echieve this 2 tesk force under
the comrand of Col, H. B, Liversedge, USNC, conposed of two Army in-
fantry battalions and one Ferire ralder batitalion, was to land at Rice
Lnechorage, then to move westward and secure ?nog&i: Inlet, breaking
enemy commmnicaticns through Balreko Harho:z‘.dF Subsequent to the
ejection of the enemy from llew Georgia, the forces were directed by
Haleey to capture st thfa Tirst :E'avora‘b]ae opportunity the remsiring
eneny positicns in the New Georgla group. Thege were the goals for
the amphibious forces, whose mits were to be covered by a powerful
task force of surfsce vnits under the direct commend _o:t‘ Admirel Halsey

and by an air force whose strength was now greater than at any previous

period in the Solomons campalgn.
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On 18 June COMAIESOPLC assigned to &1l his sir units the under-
takings for ihe Few Georgia operati.on.26 The gearches on Guadalcanal
were to cover an erc from 270 to 310 Cegrees to prevent the undetected
approach of hostile surface forces, and the bombers were to be prepared
to intensify their sirikes spainst the enemy bases on New Georpgls and
southern Bougainviile, Admiral Turner had reguested Admiral Fitcl} to
attack Munda, Ballale, Kahili, Kieta, and Vila, and surface vessels in
the Bougainville and Munde areas beginning about D-dey minus 5.27 411
forces were to destroy enery shipping st every opportunity, and the photo
plenes were directed to maintain a close watch on aircraft and shipping
concentrations at Buka snd around the southern end of Bougainville, The
fighters would be hard pressed to carry oub 'l;‘heir sasignment; they were
expected to provide cover for al]_. the forces in the Guadalcansal area,
all the units in the New G.orgias area, and the shipping bound to and
from these two points. Fitch werned them to guerd perticularly the
attack transports and the AEATs moving in the Slot, and the fighters
were requested as well to meinteln an alr cover over those surface
combetant groups directly involved in the New Georgis operation. In
addition, COMATRSCLS wes advised to be prerared on six hours' notice to
provide aireraft for dropping supplies and equipment inito the New Georgis
area.28 i

In the preparstions for an advance besyond the inmedlate area of

Guadalcanal, it was necessary to devise a fresh method for controlling

aireraft in the forward ares, Admiral Fitch retzined direct responsibility

for strategic operation of aircralt while on Guadalcenal, to which he
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planned to move from Espiriiu Santo about five days before D-day, but

this control was not adeguate for the Few Georgls area. Accordingly
a new command vnit wes established. It wag Imown as the Headquarters,
. New Georgiae Air Force (COVMAIR New Georgia), and was composed of per-
sonnel of the Forward Echelon, Second karine Aircraft Wing, which was
under the command of Erig. Gen. Francis P, ¥ulcahy, USKC, and attached
to the lew Georgia Occupation Force, CONAIRSOFAC directed that all
alrereft assigned to tasks in the immediate viednity of New Georgia
would pass upon take~off to the operational control of CCMAIR New
Georgia, which meant of course that this unit would control all
direct air support of the ground operations in the Central Solomons.29
In order to meintain a clese link with the ground forces four
eir liaison perties were mude available and assigned, one io Segi,
one to Wekham, two to Rendova. ZEach consisted of two radio men and
one air liaison officer whege tack was to advise the locel ground unit
commander as to the_ saitability of the target and the proper force
required for en eir attack, Final approval of all such requests from
the unit rested with COVAIR New Georgla who would then senction them,
disapprove, or modify the plans .30 Fighter control in the formard area
would be executed by two fighber éirec'bor groups under COMAIR New Georgila;
initially Group No. 2 from Ravy's Arcus 11 would control from a destroyer
until relieved by Group No, 1, when it would then go ashore on Rendova
. to establish itself as a stand-by fighter director group.sl
The operation was to be ccordinsted with the Southwest Pacifie.

hacartbnrts forces were to seize Trobriend rmd | oodlark on 30 June,
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which was D-day for the landings on Rendova, and General Kepney's Fiftk}

Alr Force was to strike at targets in the Northern Solomons, New Ireland,

and eastern New Britain areas.32 Already the ;7th Fighter Squadron had

gone over to the Southwest Pacific to teke part in the Woodlark operations

The air echelon of the squadron left New Caledonia om 20 May, flying up to

Espiritu Santo, then to Guadalcanal, and then on over to Milne Bay and

Port Moresby, although one of the original 25 P-39's went down in the

sea on the way up from Espiritu Santo. At noon on 30 May, 25 P~39Dts and

P=39K!s landed at Milne Bay, moving down to Woodlark on 23 Juiy after

suffering a large number of operational .~axc:c::'.r.'ienbsx.:33
The air and ground forces facing Halsey's task forces were considerable.

It was estimated that of the 40,000 Japanese in the Sclomeons, some 8,000

to 10,000 were on New Georgia, and of these probably cne third guarded

the Munda area.% If the Allied forces on Guadalcanal now were closer

to their objective, there were adva.nt.age:s for the Jap as well, He

operated shorter lines of supply to Munda and Vila than he had domm

to the CACIUS beaches; his powerful Bougainville bases were closer

and his troops had been granted time to construct coconut leg pille

boxes, blockhouses of coral rock, a;ld strong defensive positions,

COMSCPACts estimates of the enemy's air strength in the areas indicated

that on 26— June the Japanese had brigaded approximately 380 aireraft in

New Britain and the Solomons; 190 were fighters, 121 medium bombers, 23

dive boumbers, 41 seaplanes, and 5 float biplanes. Most of these were

at Rasbaul (190 fighter and medium bombers), but Ballale showed 50

fighters and 25 medium bombers; moreover, il was believed thal the Jap

could supplement this by drawing upon New Guinea strength of 98 a.ircraft.35

FETF L [PV
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To meet this threst, on the morning of 30 June COMATRSOPAG had

evailable and ready to fiy in the forward area a total of 455 combat

alreraft out of an mssigned ‘total of 533 .36 &g D-day approached, the

. ‘ bombers increased the welght of bombks dropped upon the enemyts
Solomons bases. The B-17's and B~24's concentrated upon Ballale,
Poporang, Kahili, and the Buin srea; the Avengers and SED's struck
at Kunde, Vile, and Rekala Bay; and the B-25's and TEF's carried out

» dally low-zltitude armed shipping searches up and down the Slot.37
For the moment the Jap was quiet, but he was gatkering strength in
the Eolomens. Sesrch planes from the Southwest Pacific reported on
26 June that a heavy cruiser with four destroyers was sighted south-
west of Bune on a course for Buin, and at the same time a ferry CV
lay in Silumpson Harbor, probably to discharge fresh fighters. There
wes sone evidence of Japsnese Army aircraft at Rabaul which geve rise
to the posslbility that the Army was preparing to enter the Solomons
campaign.Bg Japanese aireraft and submerines did what they could to
interfere with the flow of supplies into Guadaleanal; on the 23d a
submarine sank an AK off San Cristcbal and two deys later four bombers
attacked the AVD 'l‘horni;m..39

It was Halsey's intention to effect all the New Georgila-Rendove

lendings simulteneously bul when the eremy threatened to occupy Segi
Point in advance of the scheduled D-day, it became necessary to commit

. foreces prematurely in order to secure the sres for the planned con-

struction of a fighter strip. Accordingly on 21 and 22 June, o mixed

Fuh Ty
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force of larines and Army infantry was put ashore on Segi where asctusl
construction of the strip begen on 30 June, Eleven days later, the
field was ready for emergency 1andings.A0

4t 0642 on the morning of 30 June six transports lay off Rendova
Harbor on the north side of Rendove Island, separated‘from New Georgla
by the narrow Blenche Chamnnel, As the landing craft carrying the main
oceupation force moved sshore from the ships, escorting destroyers
staged a lively gun duel with shore batteries on funde, while over-
head a low overcast cky and intermitient rains sided in concesling all
movement and hempered both enemy air observation and ectivity. Enemy
opposition was deternmired tul disorganized, and lacking fixed fortifi-
cations, it wes too light to delay the 1anﬁings.4l The ground forces
had been committed; now it was the task of Fighter Commend to defend
them from the reaction sure to come.

Actuslly the fighters hsd tegun btheir work on the previous evening
by.providing cloce cover for the convo§ when 1t sailed from XKoli Polnt
at 1630 on the 20tk, As darkness fell the vessels entered an area of
heavy rain clouds where visibility was so limited it appeared that enemy
gir observetion would be impossible; hence alr cover was withdrawn to
Guadalesnal, But at 0648 on the 30th air cover of 16 planes was re-
ported overhead at Fendova, ready for operation by the loczl fighter
commender who was shoard obe of the DD‘sfz The contrél mit was
Argus Nos 11, first of the Navy's radar fighter director units; it

had been ordered to use ship radar to cover the Eendova landings for

THIS PAGE 6e'c|’ass|f|e"d IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFRH-20 a3

RESFRICTED
P e
i minhichi |

the initial twe days of the operation. Its persomrel were in their
firgt operation of this kind; no munual of tactiecs was evailable,
necessitating improvisation on the spot. The controllers hoped to

. make their interceptions five miles out from the destroyer screen
becanse at a lesser distance 1t would be possible for eremy planes to
come in behind the mountairs in the area and thus escape detection on
the raders. There was no advance information on the enemy's altitude;
aceordingly, with three to five cloud layers hompering visibility, the
32 defending fighters were stacked half at 10,000 feet, a quarter at
15,000 to 20,000, and ancther quarter dowm at 5,000 feet.43 With
this arrangement, the fighters were set to begin the most active four-
day periocd in the history of the Solomons campaign.

Jepanese pilots first spotted the task force in the New Georgia ares
at approeximately 0709 on the 301’.11.41+ Before 1000 the Hendova fighter
cover scored its fir:t kill, a Betty apparently on a sncoper mission,
and twice during the forercor--at 0857 and again at 1105--there was the
threat of an air atieck ageinst the ships,which caused unleading opera-
tions to be broken off temporarily.45 Kothing came of the first warning
but at 1100 the Jap sent cver‘his first fighter sweep of the new campaignm,
a flight of 30 or more Zeros. Fighter Commend scrambled 28 additional
fighters Lo meet this danger but the 16 Corsairs and 16 F4F's stopped
the Jap, shooting down 16 of his attacking force.46

. The ensuing four hours were relatively qulet; by 1500 unloading of

the trensports had been completed and the various units were standing out

in tbe Blanche Channel headed southeastward toward Guadalcanal, when &

!,)L ,,_‘.
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mixed force of some 50 Vals, torpedo-carrying Tetlys, and Zero fighters
was sighted coming in over the northwest corner of New Georgia Island,
The Bebtys circled the task group, concealing themselves ageinst the
land backgrovnd, then swept in at minimum altitude and high speed to
drop thelir torpedoes at 50C-ysrd ranges. DBombers and escort were met
by 32 Corsairs and 16 F/F's, plus & heavy concentretion- of AA fire from
the surface units. One by one the Beitys went down, meny jeliisoning
their torpesdoess before they could get away all but two were destroyed
and those were soon shot down by the defending fighters., Bul they had
scored a hit. HNcOawley took a torpedo amldships and the destroyer
Farenholt was struck, though arparently by a dud.‘w

The Jap was nct yet dene., AL 1715 he was back again, this time
with a motley collection of sonme 30 Vals, Rufes, and Daves, plane types
which indicated thet the enery air commancers were dipping low in the
berrel to continue the asseulits. Eighteen planes of this force were
shot down, raising the day's total to at least 101 Jep aircreft de-
stroyed by defending fighters, exclusive of those destroyed by the Ad
gumers, and carrying the monthly total to 254 kllls .4' Of the total
of 254, AAF planes had destroyed 71: P~38's claimed 17, P=39's 13, and
P-/OVs 41, Lo which the RNZAF P-,0's added ancther 15. Corsairs were
high, scoring 90 kills, end not far behind stood the FAF's with 78 enemy
planes to their credit., OCnce again the scales of attrition tipped
heavily against the Japs he bed lost many multiplace plenes with his
Pighters against a;otal Allded loss of 36 planes and 13 pilobs for the

month!s operabtions.
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The first day's operations had a curious aspect., Four hours had
elapsed between the initisl sighbing of the tagk force and the arrival
of the first wave of atlacking Jepanese aircraft, which could mean only
thet the Jap was running his planes down from Rabaul, Bub zs the campaign
went into its second and third day it was evident that Japanese air
cormanders were prepared to pey this price in the attempt to save their
Funda basa,.50

VMeanwhile it rained, meking the bivousc areas on Rendova & sep of
thigh-deep mud; nevertheless it was essentisl that the air controllers
establish themselves ashore as rapidly as possible. CONMAIR New Georgia
hed brought ashore a radio truck equipped with SCR 299, enabling commm-
nications with Guadslcansl to be established sbout 1500, end the stand-by
fighter director station emplaced its SCR 602 rader on a near-by hill.Sl
Presumably responsibility for the detection -of enemy reids soon would
pass to the shore station, but for the present the air was quiet. Ilate
in the afternoon of the 30th six enemy planes came cver Rendova, but
they made no sttempt to bomb or strafe nor wers they intercepted by
the fighter cover, which remained on station until 1820.52

By the morning of 1 July there was no doubt that the Jap was filling
up Rabaul and his Sclomons fields with fresh planes for ‘strikes at the
Rendova-New Georgis beaches, At 1015 the Zero-Val corbination was back
again for another itry at the shipping, this time with an escort which
included shiny new Hamps bearing strange squadron insignia indicating

posgible irmy participation, but their pilots were described by the New
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Zealanders as poor. The effort cost the Jap 15 fighters and 9 dive
bomberg; tut @ Allied planes were lost that day, 3 of them P-40%s of
the 44th Fighter oyuadron, although 4 of the pilois were recovered.
The enemy had mow pald oul 125 planes in his attempts o check the
lending operations; apparently he had underestimated the Allied ability
tr; maintain such & conbinuous fighter cover 170 niles from CACTUS and
100 miles from the nearest base on the Russells, But his Bettys were
Ysitting ducks' in their torpedo attacks, no better than they were in
the asseults sgeinst the ships at Tulogi in August and mid-Lovember of
1942.53

On the third day of the HRendova lanc;iings the Jap scored again,
At 1201 CCUAIRSOLS ordered Rendovals fighters to reburn to Guadalcanal
where weather wes closing in the strips. Ground commanders heard the
order and protested vigorously to. Fighter Comnmgnd over their radios,
gince they reglized the danger of their exposed pogition in the f_'omré
area; unfortunately the Japanese heard the debate itoo, and because they
had in the air & bombing strike, the stage was set, They needed o wait
oaly until the fighter cover was withdrawn.54

Twenty:-five mlmubes later it was necessery to shut down the por=
table SCR 602 redar, located on a near-by hill, which had afforded
reasonably good detection over a range of 25 miles, The required oil
change for the generator motor was only a routine task; within 10 minutes
the ret again would be scanning the air. Dut at 1330, the Jap came in,

Hidden by e hill and a cloud bank, his 18 bonmbers were not even detected
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by The visusl observation posts wnbil they were directly overhead,
Bombs splashed along the beaches where men were unloading IST's, mak-
ing no attempt to protect themselves, and the casuaities were heavy,
Fires broke out in fuel and rstion dumps, some tractors snd guns were
destroyed, while personnel losses ran to 30 killed and over 200 wounded.ss
It was a snesk reid, and the attackers escaped scot free. But when
they abbempted to repeat it in the afterncon with s force of avproximately
50 Zeros, they ran into the fighter cover which had come on station with
eight planes at 1420. Seven Corsairs intercepted, downed 6 Zeros, and
lost 3 of their number bui recovered 2 pilots.ﬁé There wers no mors such
easy successes for the Jap., Vhen he tried to hreak through the next day
with a fighter sweep of 40 to 50 Zerog, & P-38's broke up the formation,
shooting down 5 of the enemy, but 3 P-38'g failed to return.57
This was the vattern of the air defense of Hendova, in which the
fighters bore a very heevy burden. Normally the deily schedule sent 32
planes over Randova at G700; this’strength wag maintained until 1630, at
which time 16 planes remanined for the final helf hour oi the petrol. Durins
the day some overiapping of patrels would occur, since esch sueceeding
patrol relieved the one already on station by visual contset. Once on
station, the fighters orbitted the Rendova redar station‘(Véga) in a 10-
mile circle, stecked up at various levels and shifting their altitudes
to conserve oxygen., later when they were called upon to cover strikes
against Munda, the patrol shifted its orbitting areas in order to be in

58
a position to shield the sirike force from enemy sttacks,
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To maintain this petrol with sny margin 96 aircraft were necessary.
This employment left only some 80 to 100 fighters to meet all other

requirenents. The Rendova patrcl could and did furnish cover for most of the

1ight bomber attacks on Mundas and Vila,but it was inadequate to cover
heevy strikes on these targe'bs.59 The problem was complicated by the
fect that from Blanche Channel to the nearest Russell strip was approxi-
netely 120 mlles, and the distance down to the Innga strlps on Gueadalcansl
was another 60 miles, Although the saving of 60 miles was not great, it
was Harmon's belief that the fighters! "tremendous burden® could not have
been borne without the 2id of the two strips on the Russells.60

Vieather, too, added to the difficulty of meintaining the Rendova
patrol, One phase of the originel plan called for neutralizetion of
the enemy's Bougainville beses starting 30 June, but this was abandoned
in the face of the "god-awful' weather which prevalled over Bougeinville
during the first few days of the landings. Up at Rebaul it was only
slightly better, meking it almost impossible to secure any photo coverage
during the c¢ritical days immediately preceding D-day and on into the
first week of July, but from New Guinea General Kenrey was able to make
a few strikes against the air instellstions arcund Rakaul town. On
26 June three B-17's put bombs on the Vuneksnau runway, end on D-day
11 heavies hit the same strip. Other striles followed during the first
three days of July, but ell this was more than could be done from the
South Pacific, where the weather insulated the BEougainville fields.él
On the 30th the scheduled daylight ati;acks on Kghill, Mundae, end Vila,

as well as the nightly havassments of Kahill by B-24's and the TBF
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although three Zeros succeeded in strafing the beach.’

Ashore on Rendova heavy rains bad turned all trails and bivouse
areas into quagmires, bub despite all difficulties by 7 July the SCR
270 radar went into operation for the first time, supplemented by addi-
tional sets at Segl Point and at Viru Harbor. The SCR 270 greatly ine
creased the renge of the loeal air warning system, although there still
were blank sectors caused by the presence of sdjacent mountainons islands,
making it necessary on several occasions to employ fighter planes as
Yhumen raders'; these were spotted out cn an orbit point for purposes
of visual cobservation in areas where the radar was blanked out.65 The
eneny supplemented his dayllight strikes by night harasgment of the beach
areas with sifgle-mlane raids or with smell filghts of bombers, often
using float planes. These gireraft usually would remain heyond AA range,
elthough oceasionally they closed for one pass during which they would
drop one or nmore 1:3c:om‘t:;s.66 By 7 July the Jap had cearried out 11l attacks
in force plus several on a lesser scale; yet other than the single ex-
certion of 2 July, intercepbion had been wniformly successful, Already
in spproximetely one week of operations Fighter Command could list 169
kills, with enough additionsl enemy losses over his own bases to run
the Jap's score up to 191 aircraf'b.67

For a few days the enemy's pace slackened while weather hampered
the activity of both sides, bubt there was sign of exhaugtion on Bougain-
ville fields., On the morning of the 7th, 3Buke and Kenill based 71
fighters éslé dive bombers, and 5 medium bombers; Ballale showed 21 more

medivms . The real problem facing COMATRSOLS was to maintain an
BEERGREE 2.5 a6 )
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adequate numher of fighters over troops and ships conmitied to the
New‘Georgia operation, As the enemy forces emsed up their atiacks

it was posgible to reduce the fighter patrol from 32 to 24 planes,

but even the latter figure completely tied up 96 aiveraft and it still
wes necessary to hold back some fighters for the defense of the Russells
and CACTUS, Then there were the pleas from the surface eraft, for
every skipner who comes into the waters within reach of Guadaleanal
immedintely starts yelling for air protection," which he could not
always have. If an offensive gweep to Kshili were in the offing, if
the Rendova patrol sand local defenses all were maintained, then there
would be no fighters for the skippers and very often their reguests
were ignored becsuse it was felt that the enemy was well occuplied by
the air units operating further up the Solomons.69 '

Generai Tyining alreedy had indicsted the nature of his problem,
stressing the exhaustion of his fighters, and at the same time he had
put in a plea for P-38 replacements, The goal was & full P-38 group.70
This was what Harmen asked for a few deys later when he formelly re-
quesied a P=38 group of 75 aircraft plus a 50 per cent recerve not
later than 1 Septenmber, He outlined for General Arnold the nature of
amphibious landingss in the Sclomons where it was necessary to maintain
fighter cover as much asg 200 miles shead of exigting bases, Then if
the Jap bases were to be neutralized--and they were not for the Rendova

landings~-daylight counter~air-~force missiona would be mandatory, yet

these could not be executed with minimum loss to the heavies unless

s __ LN
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adequate fighters were sent along. The situation called for more Pei8tsg;
Harmon had on hand 29 of them as of 9 July bubt he urged "maximum effort®
be given to comply with the request for 75.71

. There could be little questioning of the neced, for the fighter loss
rate had jumped sharply with the initiastion of the New Georgla operation.
In the period covering 1 to 28 June, an average strength of 58 AAF
fighters on Guadalcenal had flown 2,994 hours with a loss (combat and
operational) of 9 planes, during which time they had destroyed 60O enemy
aircreft. Harmon contrasted with this record the score for the eight
days exterding over 29 June to 6 July, when an sverage of 76 fighters
vas assigned to Guadelcanal. Fifteen plenes were lest in 1,512 fiy-
ing hours, and over the week AAF pilots were credited with the destruci-
ion of 27.5 enemy aircraft, He admitted this figure of Z7.5 was cnly =
smell portion of the totel of apuroximetely 172, but explained to General
Lrneld that the P~38's were used almost entirely for high cover and
escort missions, which for the most pert kept them out of combab.
Similaxrly the P-39's seldom made contact with the enemy, since they were
reteined in large measure for local defense of the CACITS and Russells
are:a.s.'n2 411 these faetors contriltuited to the Inebility to isolate the
selected battlefields.

hg in all similar instsnces, Ceneral Arnold had to weigh the request

againgt the needs of other theaters. In this case the sole source of

. P-28!'s lay in the commitment to Nporth Aerice; sccordingly he informed

Harmon that the increasing requirements for P-38's and F~5's in all

‘ | CONTIDENRAL
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theaters would preclude diversion of any additional Lockheed fighters
for the present, and reminjed GONGENSOPAC that arrival of 17 then
being prepasred for shipment; plus 30 more on the July shipment,
should bring the totel wup to the desired level by 1 Septeamber,
General Hermon of'ten had been obliged to cerry ot with less than he
felt necessery; now he would do it again.

Meanwhile the continuing enemy ralds were unable to smesh through
the highly effective {ighter defense. Over on Segi Point the pew
fighter field was being rushed to completion by Acorn 7, an experi=-
enced and well indoctrinated Seabee unit whose advance survey party
had come ashore on 22 June with two compenies of the 103d Infentry
Regiment .74 On D-day additional perscnnel were landed, together with
adequate equipment, and immediately construction wes pushed hard. Flve
days later G-2 reported that progress wag excellent; within a short time
the landing strlp had been clearsd and greded, two texiways end several
dispersal points were available, and areas were cleared for gun defense,
So rapidly hed this unit worked that by D plus 10 it was possible to
report that the 3,300-foot strip was availaeble for limited operations,
end on the same dey a fighter plane made a successful Percad londinr on i:,he
field, Harmon regarded the construction as z Vsplendid performance®;
he felt that it illustrated a concept and sppreciation of alr operae-
tions.radically different from that encountered upon his initial arrival
in the thester in July of 1942.75

The field at Segi was only AD miles fronm Munde and presumably
would go fer toward relieving the heavy load placed upon the fighters,

Unfortunetely, the only land avaliable lay across a small peninsuls

- —_
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which limited the length of the strip; it was btoo short for safle use
by P=39%s, it was slippergr when wet--it often was wet--snd lts approaches
were blocked by wooded hills., To add to *bhese.handicaps, Just at the
time when the field was in most active use, stumps and logs were piled
up at each end to a height of six or seven feet, thereby creating a
physical and mental hazard for the P-39 pilots. The accident rate for
Segi was high, and later in the campaign it hecame necessary to replace
the P=397g basged there with carrier-type planes; btut the mistakes made
in the initial eongstruetion were not repeated elsewhere, and despite
the nurerous aceidents on the field, it is probable that Segl saved
ngny a damsged plane which might not have been able to hold out for
another 80 miles down to the Russells .76

CONGENSOPAC was pleased over the viger and appreciation of air
operations being demonstrated in the New Georgla campaign where Segl
offered a refreshing contrast with the original pace of consiruction
at Hendergon Field, Now Harmon noted additional signs of progress,
He took increasing satisfaction from the menner in which the Thirteenth
Adr Force was being integreted and emplcoyed as a unit in the scheme of
operational conirol exercised by Admiral Fiitch, Very soon in the future
General Twyiring would replace Adfﬁ.ral ¥itscher aps COMAIRSOLS, "a most
exacting and trying assignm;nt,“ 4 but one whieh for the first time
would place an AAF commander in direct operational control of all the
air units in the Solomons. The change was scheduled for approximately

25 July, and to meet it Harmon was attempting to bolster Twining's

- ‘CﬁwvinlgEFmL
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staff so thet the resr echelcn cperating from Espiritu Santo would be
able to carry on without distracting the Thirteenth Air Force corrmander
from his new restonsiblilities as GOMAIRSOLS.'?S

. ALl thig represented a decisive advance over the critical months
of 1942. Wherewus in the early deys of the struggle for Guadalcanel the
Jap had cormanded the ses sapprosches to the island and all of the air
except a smell srea arcund Henferson Fiald, now he was unabl; to achieve
nastery of either element. Thus far in the New Georgiz operation he had
gainred only slight success in his attempis to eruch the fighter defenses,
Bow on the night of 5/6 July his Tokyo Express on ite nightly run down
from Bougainville wes intercepted by a task force composed of light
crulsers and destroyers under Reaxr Adm, Vialden L. Ainsworth. In the Kula
Cuif between Kolermbengera and New Georgie Alnsworth's ships contacted the
Express and in another one of those wild night actions which had come to
characterize Solcmons naval battles, American navel gunfire was traded
with Jepaneze torpedoes.79 Firet reports were extremely optimistle;
Halsey reported thaet at least eight enemy destroyers hed been sunk. A
later and more conservetive assessment lowered this figure to two DD's
definitely end one poseibly suvmk, bub among the missing U, S. ships was
the veteran M.SO One week later on the night of 12/13 July the
same comrander ied another task group up the Slot where 2 few miles north-

west of Kolombengars once again he drove off the Tokyo Express. Ainsworth's

. losses were tke DD Gwin and heavy demege to St. Louls, Honolulu, and

Leander; only the rader could indicate the Japenese losses, though it

o - -
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was reperted on this basis that the action had cost the enemy a light
cruiger end & destroyer.81

The major peint is that these clashes represented the surface
counterpart of the ‘air cover provided by Fighter Comrand; they were
costly to Halsey but they achieved their purpose, which was to remove
tbe threat to the Allied lsndings on the north coest of New Georgis.
At the szme time they prevented the enemy from centinuing his use of The
Kula Gulf route in supplying and reinforeing the gerrisons at Vila and
[hunde. Henceforth, he would heve to send his ships and barges elear
sround Vells Lavella to 'l':he west side of Kolombengara, concealing
them in anchorages slong the south corst of the laltter :‘leand.82

For a few days in the second week of July, the enemy reduced the
socele of his daylight air assaults. On the 12th, 20 Zeros struck at
Rendova, loging five plus a Ssl.ll;s.r..83 Next day they tried agaln, but
over Visu Visu Point on New Georgle the 18 dive bombers and 10 Zeros
were intercepted by 8 FAFls and 7 P-28's, The bonbers jettisoned their
bombs and ran; the Zeros fought and lost four of their rn:unbue:r..glP
Finglly on the 15th the Jep made his major effort; not since 16 June -
had the enemy sent dowm such a powerful force. This time there were
27 borbers, mostly Bettys, covered by 40 to 50 Zekes and Hamps, among them-
a twin-engine fighter; but the 44 defending fighters were more than a
mateh for the superior enemy force. No less than 15 of the medium

boribers went down in the combat which reced northwest over Vella Lavella,

and they were sccompanied by 30 Zeros, or more than half the escort, at
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s total cost of 3 COMAIRSOLS fipghters and pilots. This was & ratio

of 15 %0 1 in plane losses and nearly 40 to 1 In ferms of perscnnel, »
a rate of attrition which must heve been diffienlt for the Jap to
sustain, Nevertheless, although Jepavese air commanders seemed un-
able to learn not to tamch up their planes in combet, they showed ne
sigha of inabil?.ty to £i11 up the fighter pens st Kahill, Guka, and
Fabeul. The scale of effort continued st 40 to 50 planes per attack,
g ptrength moede pogsible only by meinteining heevy forces at habaul.
This procedure Yed bo the bellef that the onset of the monsoon season
in Burma had csused the Jep to shift some of his air forces across the
i1sland steppingstones to the Solcmons., He was to suffer heavy losses
two deys later, and more on the 18th, yet on the 19th photos indiceted
70 fightere ot Kahili, Perheps the enemy was withdrawlng his fighters
from wewsak for reinforcement of Rabaul and the So:bz)mcrns.f%6
Nevertheless, there was s suggestion that the Japenese were feeling
the pressure of thelir lsvigh expenditure, for after the 15th, attempts
to atiack the New Georgis positions in frontal assanlt during deylioht
hours were virtually abandoned.87 That iz not to szay that the beaches
and ghips were left alone, for ;they were not., Bul it dié gignify that
henceforth the enemy would use his fighters with lese sbandon, avelding
reckless destruetion, ard he would do all possible damage during the
hours of darkmess., Regularly and almost monotonoﬁsly the ever-relisble
coastwatcher up on Vella lavells passed along his laconic reports "Hear

88
plane tearing KE, covrse SE,P which precreded so meny air reids,

Thus there was no lack of Red Alerts on Rendove and New Georgle

=
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after 15 July. On the 16th for the second successive night the enemy
maintained an air patrol of three to five alrcraft between eastern
Cholecul and Visu Visu Point, where it shuitled beck and forth all
night long. Other and larger flighis showed on the radasr screens,
but often they would retire without sttacking; even so they kept the
ares on the alert, as on 19 July when seven Conditions Red were set
during the hours of darkmess, or on 2]'./22 July when during the iveriod
frem 0118 to 0455 there were only two briefl intervals totaling 34
minites when Condition Red was not 'in effect.89 And because of inw-
creased night bombing activity by Japanese float planes, il becare
recessary to siop the movement of smell craft in the Rendova area.go
Gusdaleanal too had 1lts shere of night mlerts and attacks, tut the
sporadic bembings cauvsed little or no materiel damage.91

During the opening days of the campaign, weather hed been on the
gide of the enemy. It had insulated his airfields from the heavy strikes
plenned against them, and it had helped to save some of his shipping
from the att;zcks of prowling B=25's and TBF's. Fortunastely the fighter
defenses had shielded the beeschheeds from seriocus damage during the
veriod when the Jep was left more or less free to operate at will,
and the "magnificent fighter cover' was fully appreciated.92 But the
eneny’s respite was short-lived,

Counter~-gir-force operations were mest easlily undertaken against

the nesr~by instaliations of Vila and Funde and the sesplane haven over

at Rekats Dey, For the most part thisz was the tesk of S¢rike Command,
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whose .BF'g and Deuntless d:we 'bcnﬂ::ere were able 'bo fly ageinst Vile

on 1 July, as well as arsinst Viru, Lambetl, and other points desipgnated

by the ground forces. Often these planes were jolned by the B=25%s,
. which harmered ot the Munds :‘Lns‘l:a.lla.'biOJ:ls..93

Kot until the 5th were the heavies able to reach the Buin area, and
even then the nine B-24's dispatehed ageingt shipping found no targets,
Aropping their borbs on Ballale and Monda instead, Next day the air-
fields on Bougainville began to feel the weight of the heavy bombers.
Seven B=24's hit the runway and revetments st Buka, 13 more (out of a
flight of 19) struck at the Kahili strips and dispersal areas, 9 B-17's
bombed Ballele, and henceforth the B-17's and Be2i's were over the
Bougainville air instalistions with growing strength and frequency,
hoth by day and by night.Japanese engineersg now would have to contend
with long~-delayed-action bombs imbedded in thelr runways, as well as
with ‘he fragmentation clusters which shattered Zeros and Betbtys parked
In vayprotected areas.94
B-25%s now by enbered the battle, and the training which thelr

crews had received in minimmm-altitude taciics began to pay substantial
dividends., In the week prior to the invasion, half of the so-called
armed searches up to the Shortland area end off the coasts of Choiseul
hed been turned buck due to weather, bub by the 2d the planes were out
and vp the Slot., On that day four B-R5C's of the 390th Squadron csught
. a spell 220~foot AK at Besuregard Point near Biaroko Harbor on New

Georgia; from. 75~foot altitude they put eight 500~1b. bombs on the
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vessel, promptly sinking it., Three days later they caught a DD near the

beach off the Kokovi River, Kolombangara, and put three more 500-1b. GP
bomhs in it.gs A11 this was gratifying to General Harmon. The veteran
69th and T0th Sguadrons he found to be “doing great, eager, and well=-
trained; and the B=25's in general were "doing fine," but there was
congidereble interference with the em;)loyment of these planes on the
pert of the Wavy, which had “giveg us a headache over the B-25's--the
same bld story you know so well." & Gther than the problem of opera«
tional control, there was the peremnisl one of sdequate supply. Units
of the 4éd Group reported that seversl of the B-25's which otherwise would
be £it for immediate combat were grounded for long perlods of time for lack
of spare tires and tubes t0 replace those damaged by strey ex;erny shotsy Thus
there was an appsel for sélf—sealing tubes for the main landing gear.97
But despite these handicaps the B-25's continved to perform well,
On the 1ith a gearch in the Kolombangera and Vella Lavells areas by seven
B-250%s of the 390th Sguadron with 18 P-A0%s discovered a 1,500-ton AX
at Baga Island off Xolombangsra ard a heavy strafing left it afire; a
second small vessel was sunk by strefing, ILeter in the day four more
planes put four 500=1b. GP bowbs on two more small cargo vessels from 100
feet, sinking them both. Next day the Litchells were out again, four of
them covered by 12 F4iU's, and off the west tip of Baga Island a small AK
wag bombed from 100 feet., It sank, Another located s few minutes later
off the north tip of the same island%was left burning with its bow on
g reef,
It was ;.pparent that the long hours of itraining which Colonel ¥ilson
had ordered down at Fiji now were ylelding good harvest. The B-25's dld

.-
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mich more than execute shipping strikes; in fect, the majority of their
misslons were bombing and strefing atbacks on ground targets on Hew
Georgia or Kolombangara, with an occasional mission up to Ballale or
over to Reksto Bay. Bub when surface tergets offered themselves, the
424 Group was ready not only to hit them, but to sirike with such
accuracy that the vessels elther sarnk immediztely, or were left bad-

ly damzged and afire.

Host of the aitacks were apgeinst smell cargo vesgels and barges;
infrequently an enemy btask force came within range. One did on the .
night of 19/20 July. A Biack Cat picked it up at 0030 off the Vella Gulf
and it was & powerful forge; three iight cruisers, five DD's, and three
trangports were repoi*ted.’g Here was & rich target if the planes could
get at it, and during the night and early wmorning hours B-17's, B-25's,
TBFYs, and SBD's all were seb to strike. From 150 feel six 'TBF's. put
a 2,000-1b, bozmb on a DD which blew up and sank; they dameged another
DD and a light cruiser, losing two of their own number, A Black Cat
scored two damaging hits on two of the transports., BDetween 0330 and
0445 in successive abbtacks eight B-25's of the 69th swept over the for-
mation at 50 feet, strafing as they attacked, and scoring five direct
hits on their targets with 500-1b. GP bombs., Two more destroyers were
hit, one of them sinking., At 0720 eight more B-25's of the 390th Squad-
ron made their atbtack, and four more direct hits were counted, The
B=25ts together claimed a CL and a destroyer, plus another DD hit and
probebly sunk; and the Jap could comt as dameged at least three of
his surviving DDis and one transport.loo

This wes an impressive air victory over the Jap, ¥hen TBF and 3-25
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records were added together, the result fell only slightly below the
achievements of Admirel Ainsworth's task forces in the two recent night
navel actions, and the losses were far less. Only two B-25's and two
TBFts failed to re“l;urx:t..lol

Destruction of one of the 69th Squadron's B~25's could be charged
to the AA fire of three Jopenese destroyers, though the entire crew was
:fesr.‘.1.1e=<?g,:'.c'2 tut the other plane's loss was a less happy ineldent., At
0710 four of the 390th's planes were returning from the Vella Guif when
they sighted three U. S. Navy PP’ hoats near the southwest tip of Wana
Wara, The FI''s were moving slowly, steering straight courses and their
crews were waving their arms, but because of a lamentable failure by the
surlace craft to answer the planes! challenges, or by the alrerews to
recognize friendly PI's, a small-scale sir-naval action developed.
B-25%s attacked with borbs and ’guns , sinking one boat, cameging the
other two, end wounding 10 men. -For their pert the surface craft shot
down the lead plape, with the loss of pilot, co-pilot,snd navigator. The
incident was the csuse for gppointment of 2 Board of Investigation and the
Hevy requected that inmediate steps be taken to intensify instruction in
recognition of 2ll frlendly surface craft.lQB

While medium and 1light bombers continued to hold a threat over the
enery's shipping and the Tokyo Express during :ggmy's attempts to keep
alive the parrisoms st Vile and on Kew Georgis, Strike Command was now
able to throw far heavier forces ecrainst the harbor ereas at the south

end of Bougainville. In July two major efforts were carrled out, one on

the 17th and one on the 18th, of which the first was the more successful,
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For several days prior to the 17th the heavy bombers had been hitting the
Kahili, Bellale, and Buke ereas; 36 were up on the night of the 13th and
three nights later 31 dropped 40 tons of frag clusters on Kahili, where
the enemy!s night fighters were becoming troublescme.loZP Then at 0925

on the morning of the 17th, Strike Command sent a Farefﬁlly planned and
coordinated strike against the shipping off Buin. It wes a powerful force
for the Solomons air unitst 36 SED's, 35 TBF's, and 7 B=24's were airborne,
all escorted by 114 fighters, The B-24's struck first, 7 of them from
21,000 feet; below them off Buin ley & or 8 AK's and approximetely 10
destroyers, while over in Tonolel Harbor was a task force of é more
ships.105 The bomber's aircrews saw two of their 500-1b. bombs score
direct hits on two AK's, and they saw the Jap taken by surprise as hie
Zeros séruggled to take off from Kahili to protect the ships from the
assgult of the dive and torpedo bombers.

The defenders were too late, If they possessed rader, it was not
sufficiently accurate to estimate the number of the attacking plares and
they were unable to get thelr meximum force into the air.106 At altitudes
rancing from 300 to 7,000 feet the Marine Corsairs picked off many of the
Zeros as tﬁey struggled up from Xahili. Out over the harbor SBD's and
svenpers selected their targets and made their runs, and when the zction
ended the Jep had teken a heavy loss, In the air, the 10-minute enpagement
hed cost the enemy at least L4 Zeros and four float planess in the harbor
the light bombers had sunk a CL or DL, two destroyers, a PG, two cargo

vessels, and an oiler, and in addition one AK had been beached, It was

»
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& big haul, whose cost was five Allied planes, two of them P=38's of
the 339th Fighter Squadron.107

Next day the bombers were back agein to hit the ships; 18 TBFis
with 17 EED's came over Kahili at 0930, accompenied by 21 B-24's and
the most powerful escorit yet sent north. No lees then 134 fighters
were dispatched, un operation which necessitated removing some from
‘the Rendova patrol.lo8 Visibility was limited above Kahill, tmi out
over the harbor 1t wes somewhat better and the bonberdiers could see
thelr shipping targets. Desplte the poor visibllity at the airfield,
bombs from 15 plenes struck the Kahili rimway and points among the
revetments; six other planes then swinz south to Ballsle whers they
scored hits on a large 4K, estimated at 8,000 to 10,000 tons, leaving
it afire and sbandoned Ly its crew.109 Meonwhile the low-level bombers
went in after their chips; they sank 1 cargo vessel, scored hits on 2
DD's and another 4K, and accomplished all this while their fighter
escort was knocking down 21 of the intercepting Zeros. That day the
cost was higher; one TBF, six FAF's, and three ¥4U%s failed to return,
although ope pilot was rescued,llo tut since these engagements occurred
over the enemy's home fields nearly 340 miles from Guedsleanal, they
were the more remarkable.

Buin was not yet untensble for the Jap purface umits, but it had
become highly dangerous, end it was the task of CONAIRSOLS to keep it
so. Thus far there waes no indication of exhaustion of the enemy’s
supply of planes; desplte the very considerable losses in defending
the ships in the two day assaults of the 17th and 18th, 70 planes rested

on Kahili the next dauy, while photos taken on the 24th indicated 163
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aireraft on the enemy's Scolomons fields, 109 of them at Xehili alone,

111

) The photos show;a something else. Under construetion at Bonis
Flantation on the south side of Buke Pessage was a possible landing
strip; snother one could be detected at Tenekow Plantation below Nume
Kume over on the east coast of Bougainvijle.llz These afforded good
evidence of determination to resist, and over at Kahlll there was
more, for mow the night fighters were becoming aggressive and trouble-
some, Larly on the morning of the 17th, Zero night fighters shot down
a Navy Liberator; on the night of 19/20 July seven B=24's exchanged
fire with enemy fighters, one twin-engine alrcraft shot down a bomber,
and one fighter followed the heavies all the way down to the Russells.ll3

is in the early days of the campeign, shipping remained a most
difficult target for the heavy borbers to hit, Often they missed bul at
times they scored., On the 224 fhere were ships at the south end of
Bougainville snd the bombers tried to get them. A strong force of 18
TEF1s, 16 SBD's, and 7 B-24's covered by 120 fighters attacked an
eneny task group in Bougainville Strait east of Cppe Friendship; from
20,000 feet the heavies put one 500-1b. bomb directly amidships on a
destroyer, and from lower sltitudes the light bombers senk a seaplane
tendcr.llA To add to the enemy's discomfort, five of his Zeros were
shot down, but three of the Navy'!s Fi¥F's (VF-2l) were lost. Subsequent
B=2/, strikes that day on the warships at Buin failed to hit, thogg?

there were come very close misses scored later in the afternoon.

A11 this meant that the Fuin ares had aboub reached its end &s a

safe haven for any of the enemy's surface units, Three times in one
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week striking forces involving over 150 plenes had 'een sent against
the shipping off Buin and the lesson could herdly be overlocked by
the Japanese commanders.116 By the end of the month the amount of
shipping here wes substantially lower than the average of previous
nonths, Nevertheless, the Jap continned to send down his ships,
smeller anesnow, end COVAIRSCLS continmed to sink them. Unfortumately,
the weather interflered from time to time, as it did on the 29th when
it cansed camncellation of & coordinated strike of 220 plenes, tub
from mid-July forward the locel commanders at Buin could expect 2
heavy assault at any time fevorable weather conditions ;nd the presence
of swrfzee targets happened to coincide.

The scale had tipped sherply against the enemy, His daylight
retaliation against hendova was now almest negligible., On the 2lst,
40 to 50 Zeros covered 15 dive bonbers in the first attempt by this
type of plene to bresk through to the Rendova shipping; they succeeded
in pubbing a bomb into an IST, but lost 2 of their escort, The raid
had come et 1710, planned apparently to teke advantage of the daily
departure at 1700 of the Rendova fighter patrol. To mest this danger
a souadron of fighters was moved over to Segi, where 1t could prevent
these twilight attacks which had been repeated on several occasions.ll?
Four dmys later on the 25th the Jap tried one more deylight strike,
sending down 30 to 40 Vals with 30 Zeros to strafe the teaches, hut the
Fendova fighters intercepted, knocking down & of the escort and forcing
the Vals to jettison thelr bombs.118 Then the eneny subsided for the

balence of the menth except for right harassments.
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In their attempits to intercept the formaticns of B-17's and B-R4ls,

Zerog continned to operate from Kshili despite almost deily atbacks up-
on the arenj and on the last dgy of the ronth 30 Hamps came down to o
liunde to jump the RRZLF fighter escort cf an SED-TIBF strike on Munda.ll!
But the old aggressiveness was nissing. The Jap no longer came down to
drive hirs Bettys and Vals zgeinet the shipz feeding the New Georgie
offerizive, However, the Kahili night fighters showed stesdy inprovement,
havirg adopted & sysien very similer to thal empleyed by the night-flying
P-38's on Guadalcanal, end the searchlight operators were also more
ckilled, Darly on the 27¢th the Japanese night fighters demaged one B~17
out ¢f a Tormation of six, then exploded another which apperently hed
revesled ite pogitien by the glow of the superchargersg, This marked
their third kill of the month, FPT crews were being hecklied increasingly
by float planes whieh attacked with flares, bombs, snd strafing runs,
and on the night of 26 July the ships unleading at kekata Bey were
provided with air cover.lzo Then too the wew fields were showing progress,
perticularly at Bonis, while up at Esbaul 125 fighters were available to
shift down to Kahili when needed.121 The enemy, desplie hie losses, was
evidently preparing to make & stout resisitence on Boussirville..

The command of COl LIRSOLS at Guada}ganal pasged fronm Adm, Mare
Vitecher to General Twining on Z5 July,léé a day which marked a milestone
in the record of the Solemons campaign., COBAIFSOLS had co;e a long way

since the early days in the Solomons when each of the services was anxious

to maintein its own prerogative, when the AAF commenders struggled to

1y
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attain some mezsure of operaticnal control over thelr owmu alrcraft,
and when the file of cebled requests for additional AAF planes bulked
very large at the end of each month, The Thirteenth iir Force still
yas & trainirg end sdmirdstrative air force which had to forege all
operationel ccnirol over its own eireraft in the forward area where
the cutling edge of the South Pacific aeir units was in daily contact
with the enemy., Bul Air Command, Solcmens, into which the Thirteenth
fed its men end its plapes, had done well, Oince 2 April the air
strength at the disposal of COIwIRKS0LE had more thsn doubled, moving
up from 235 to 539 planes; and the dally average of fighter planes
sssigned hfd ricen from 108 during the month of February to 281 dur-
irg J‘uly.:'-"53 In the R€-day pericd hr:ginnirg‘ with the invasion of
TLendova on 30 June, Fighter Commend alone gplaimed 316 eneny planes
at a cost of 71 alreraft and L0 Allied pilots.lal# By pressing his
etlacks e enemy had suffered keenly from the weekness of his equip-
ment, particularly the lack of armor and self-cealing fuel tanks;
repeatedly Allied pilots reported both Zeros and Betbys ss "exploding®
and "disintegrating® when hit by .50-cal. machine=gun fire. And
Japanege pilot skill cohtinued to vary widely. Some pilete were
capeble, some were not, but for the most part their gumnery wee poor.125

Yow for the first time in the yeser of Solomens operations, the air
unite were to be commanded by an LAF general, Twining brought with him

hie cwn stafi=-7Ccfficers and 200 men from all brenches of the servicew-

and bekind hinx at Espiritu Santo he left Brig, Gen, Rey L. Owens as

Deputy iir Force Commander of the Thirteenth, His chief of steff was

.
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Capt, Cheries F, Coe, LoN, sho nic Strike Concand sas led Ty Cel, Tavid

aat PH=a0

Fo O'heill, USIC; iut voth righter Corvand and sorier Gorwond of GOMNATRSOLS
vent Lo ..¥ officers., The former was mow unver rig. Gen, Dewn C. Utrother,
the letber weder Col, Willian &, i"-theny, loth of whem retoined their

1246
rasneellve ecorvand:s within lke Thirteenth Alr roree, Twining's new
cojmand, while nel eshausteq, was Urretiy well shot," rartieularly with
rerpeet Lo 1te fighters, The onerations of the past 26 days had wlzced
& very heavy drain vpon the fighier coyus rons 2nd deleelments, though the

127

e w COLLI-SOLRS expected thir situstion o irprove within a wonth.

pard

a4

I- mediztely e beran Lo move Lhe P-38's beek to a training area,
relciniy, only o fev as nigul fightere and vlarning to build up e fresh
P~%s organiretion in the rear beflore -ssigning it to combut, for the P-33,
while the "best of fighters, is just anobher airplane if nol, properly
hancled.® The unit would return %o the forward area by 1 September,
Veauwhile he fourd 1le perforrance of %le lewvieg ard the mediuws gratify-
ing, 2lthough {here rercined the preblem of conrestion in the forward zrea,
i ceonpended irproverenis bad nob yet teen medej the airfields on Guadaleanal
leit "ruch to T desired”; the second bowmber sitrip at Gurney was still uncer

128
construction «nd s ould nol be rexdy for severzl veeks, evertheless,
the <ir units now enged in tiw girogyle Ter hew Georgia faced the Jap
with greater strenpth then eier before, Jdy the lest dey of July they had

‘teen In combut with the enemy for one yesr, during vhich time they had

destroyed 1,702 sircraft, or an aversye of approximabely 130 per ronthe
129

i
f

The July record elone Iad rrached 2o
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For ile belsnce of the year tie mverare of 150 would " e exceeded,
bub CCLT (LS nould meed all ‘o glrengihy the enerny &5 yet showed few

. signs of slendoning the fiela vithoul a bilter struggle.
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Chapter IV
DEVELOPKFENT OF YUNDL AND BERAKOMA

. During the month of July the primary function of the fighters .
was to shleld ground and surface forces in thelr assault upon the
Lunde air strip, while the tombers sitempied o lsclate the Central
Solemons from the Bougeinville surply pointa. The campaign hed begun
suspicicusly; landings on Rendove had gone reasonzhly smoothly, sncocunter-
ing only wesk resistance on the besches, and in the air the enemy had
been unable to check the operasticn., Simlteneously othea'r landings were
accorpliched at Olcana Eny, in the ‘fckham Anchorage area, but come
resistance developed here after the troops were ashore, and it was
rot until 3 July that the major objectives were secured, The land-
ing et Viru was delasyed one day beyond the time originally planned due
to the inability of the advence unit to mske its way overland from Segl
Point as scheduled, but by 1 July the force arrived and sdditicnal troops
went ashore, ) On the night of 4/5 July, after some delay, the landing at
Rice inchorage waz accomplished under cover of a nevel borbardment by
CL's and destroyers, and by the 5th this force under Col. Henry B.
lLiversedge was reedy to advance south on the Bairoko-Enogal area.
Seizure of this point would prevent the enemy garrison from receiving
reinforcements from nesr-by Kolcmbangara.3

. These forces representes the flanking movements, In the planning

stage it hed been determined that if the enemy did not react too strongly
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to these minor landings, it would be possible to push ahead with the
assenlt upon Minda. The enemy had not remcted; sccordingly, authoriza-
ticn was given to Admiral Turner and General Hester to procesd ageinst
. Mlmd&-A Cn 2 July the 43d Divislon had recsived ite orders to rroceed;
during the hours of darkness on the next morning, landing craft from
the Eendova beoat pool carried leeding elements of the 43d Infantry
Divislon across the channel from Rendova to the "arana Beach, which lay
behind Berelou and Sasavele islgnds some s£ix miles east of Munda on New
Georgie, No opposition was met although some difficultles slowed the
landings, Combot patrols quiekly took up their positions ashore, but
made no contect with the enermy until 6 July when they resched the
EBarike River, which became the line of departure for the adva.nce.5
By the 8th all Kendova artillery was in position ready for the attack,
ag were the 1723 and 169th Regiments over on.New Georgia. Viru Barbor
defenses were established and G0-mm, AA was in position; now the task
was to drive west and south to Munda Point.
At dewn on the 9th of July the 43d Division opened its attack on
a 1,300~yard front slong the Earike River, accompanied by a heavy naval
tombardment of the Nunda Point area., The advance on the airfield had
begun. At Funde the estimated 4,000 enemy troops now faced s large
force to their east alcng the Barike, another on Rendova, and a third
under Colonel Liversedge consisting of three battalions coming down
‘ from the north to cul the line of retreat over the trail leading from

Funda Point to Bairoko. Already by the 9th Golonel Liversedge could

7
report that the Enogai Inlet ares had bteen secured. Thus far it was
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reascnable to asgume that the schedule could be maintaineds the original
plan had anticipated that the entire New Georgle group could be wrestad
iron the enemy within a 3C~day pem:c':i.od.8

Unfortunately neither the Jap nor the terrain permitted realization
of these sanguine hopes. Here on Funda the enemy enjoyed shorter lines
of supply then he had on Guadelcansal; his strong Bougsinville bases
were cloger, his naval forces were at hand, and he had wasted no tine
in prepsring the ground defense., He had organized an ingenious and
thorough defense system based upon numerous mulually supporting will-
hores and log dugouts, all well concealed snd well constructed, These
he had seatlered along the cosst frem Bibolo Hitl, immediately north ‘
of the agir strip, down to Leiene and inland for a distance of approxie
metely 1,800 to 2,000 yards, spac;ng many of them &t 10~yard intervals,
Then as the campaign progressed it hecame appsrent that the military
tactics of the Jap hed improved over thet met on Guadalcsnal. The
enemy was meking extensive end Intelligent use of his defensive weapons—-
flame throwers, subcnatic weapons, and anbitank gunsweleeding General
Harmon to conelude thet the Jep was condueting Ya much smerter, de-

10
termined and aggressive defense than he did on Guadalecanal.! The

" defenders were physleslly fit, well fed, and 21l equipped, and they

seemed to have an inexhsustible supply of ammunition. They even appeared
to be able to push through some reinforcements during the early days
of the battle; the Tokyo Lxpress made & few shipments end there was

evidence that reinforcements had been landed on the night the Helens
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wes sunk in the Kule Culf, If there was e weskness it appeered to

lie in artillery; the Jap was deficient in this arm and made rather

poor use of what he did have,lg but he lacked nothing in sbubborn-
. ness and willingness to die rather than surrender.
’ The terrsin of New Georgia over which operations were being con-
ducted vas a powerful aliy of the enemy. It wae cheracterized by dense
Jjungle with thick, almost impenetrable undergrowth and low ridge lines,
and it poasessed no well-defined ridges or landmarks, nor any open
country such es exists on the norbth coest of Guadelcanal. The net
result for the ground forces was jungle werfare of a type even more
vicious than that encountered on Guedelcensl; here freedom to maneuver
was severely restricted, inhibibing mutuai support in the attacks, and
1t was difficult to derive full sdventage frem the artillery where
vieibility often was limiled to 2 few feet.13 A1l t%fse factors hamrer-
ed the air forces in their atbempts tc operate closely with the painful

advance of the zround forces.

\i

The origingl air plan for the operation hed anbticipated the need
for direct air support, placing operstional control of all support
missions with COMAIR New Georgia, and establishing air liaison parties
with the.vearious forces, but as the hattle progressed, it was discover-
ed that consigtent elose supporl of ground trcops was impra.cticable.l4
The jungle simply did not permit it; denseness of prowth made the lo-

. cation of suitable tar-ets impossible wmtil friendly troope were too
close to the prospective target for safety. This was not the open war-

fare of the flat lands of wesbern Eurcope where in good weather the

R
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pilots of the tacticel air foreces could view mlles of enemy armor
sneking along helow them. This was Rew Georgia where the regiments
vainfully inched their way forward,throuéh the jumgle, frequently
under extremely heavy nmortar and machine-gin fire coming from pocitions
they could not detect, and where pilots overhead could see neither friend
nor enemy.l5

The resull was qulte different from the experience on Guadaleanal,
where the P=391s had been =o successfully employed with the grcend units,
Here when the day's advance--z good day's advance--might total 200 or
300 yards, it was not practical to withdraw sufficiently to use close
air attacks. It was difficult for the air lieison partles on the ground
to designete targets, just as it was almoet imposcsible for the air ob-
servers in thelr spotter planes to locate the enemy's positions; for
example, over the dense jungle and the covered trails there was not a
single instance during the operation when movement of enemy troops was
reported by the aerisl observers.16

Part of the difficulty arose from the scorcity of reliable ground
maps. The gtandard for the operation wes a gridded aserial mosaie, which
included no detail other than the cosctline, and in reading it frequently
‘the troops were ungble o locate their own position on the map--much less
that of the enemy, Target desirnation by the use of smoke shells was
tried and it work;i quite well, but success of this method was devendent
upon close timing =nd upon the maintenance of relisble radio commmica-

tions between air end grovhd units, which was lacking. In face of these
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problems it was necessary to employ the bombers prinerily against those

poinbs which were too large to permit concealment, such as blvousc
areas and supply dumps, or against kmowm artillery positions. These
. represented targets which were well clear of friendiy troops and which
were, whenever possible, selected a day in advance to allow time for
proper briefing of the eir unilbs involved.lq For the attacks upon the
Yew Georgie targets, Strike Command furnished TBF's and SED's, the for-
mer currying 2,000-1b, "daisy cutbers"” and the latter a similar type of
1,000-1b, bomb, both equipped with instantaneous fuzes, bubt frequently
these light bombers wers joined by thke heavies ana by the B-25's.18
As the twin drives pushed toward Munda strip, it was found thet
their progress was slow and enemy resistance more stubborn than had
been expected. To the north Colonel Liversedge’s battalions on the
9th bad teken Enogai with the help of the SBD's and TRF's on the &th
and the S5BL's three days la.tsr.lg Bubt thereafter this force was unable
to interrupt completely the Jap's line of communicatlions, nelther cdeny-
ing him reinforcements nor preventing his withdrawal. At the same time
the foz:ces advaneing westward were making slow progress in the face of
heavy resistance, constant nightly infiltration, and harassment; by the
12th the 169th Infantry was unable to advance further and the 1724,
which had disengaged from the main ettack, turning south through the
néngroves to establish another beachhead at laiana, was without food
. or water or means of evacuaticn.go

The operation was slow, too slow to please Halsey, and cn 13 July

he orally directed Genersl Harmon to assume fulil charge of and respon-
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‘psibility for ground operations, and to toke vhatever steps were deemed

17

necesgary to fecilitate capture of the airfield. Harmon at cnce pro-
cesded to New Georgie, where on the 15th he relieved General Hegter
from command of ground Tforces and gave to 'aj. Gen, 0. Wi, Griswold,
Commending Genersl, 2IV Corps, command of all forces on New Georgia.
From this point forwerd, the operation progressed more faverably,
though it continued at a slow pace-21

¥With the help of the light bombers, the ground umits slowly forged
shead toward the strip. GCeneral Hermon had found it necessary to camll
upon elements of the 37th Division and of the 25th, waiting in reserve
back on Guedalcenel, The former he committed on the 13th, the latter on .
the 224, end from this p;int forward the attuck was pressed vigorously.22
Already on the 1lé6th the 169th had pushed to a point where it could see
the coveted strip, but the advance at no time was rapii. Whenever pos-
sible the ground units were supported by air attacks, most of them de-
livered by the Marines! 1light bombers, though the B-25's participated
frequently, Iany of these missions were called for by Colonel Liversedge
edvaneing on Bairokos %han this force was obliged to fall back after
attacking superior forces in the Balrocko area, the Marine colonel called
for help from the air.23 In recsponse six waves of light and mediuvm
bombers, emong them 22 B-25%s, put 133 tons of bombs in the area and
thoroughly strufed surface craft ard land positions.g4 This type of

gotivity continued on almost o deily schedule with the lmmediate lMunda

area gbsorbing incressingly hesvy bomb loeds as the ground units slowly
T -.”Ti ‘1-..”7‘ T “"'q'?i"!“'ﬁ”ﬁ"’*
SR AT
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clogsed in on the field,

Finally, on 25 July came the jump-off for the final push on the

Funda strip. It vas carefully coordinated with a naval bombardment by
. seven destroyers which opened fire at 0609 and continued until 0644,
and with the heaviest air bowbardment yet nsed in the Scuth Pacific.25
The prineipal targets were Bibolo Hill, just north of the strip, and
other points north of Lambeti Plantation, Three tarcet areas were
Gesignated, covering less than one-half square mile, end in the period
of 1ittle over a half hour a force of 171 light, medium, and heavy
bombers dropped more than 145 tons of bombe into the sres. Iater in
the afternoon 10 more B-24's hit Bibolo from 7,500 to 8,000 feet to
add to the morningts de;qtruction.%

Un the ground the day's advence netted from 200 to 500 yerds all
along the line, bub progress was slow everywhere; the Jap apparently
was determined to exact bhe highest possible price as he faced the 434
Division approaching from the east and the 37th driving in towsrd the
coast north of the field. By 1 August the 43d had reached the outer
taxivays of Kumds Field and stood at the eastern peak of Bibolo Hill
o the right, yet even with this success, General Harmon adviced
CONSCFaC that it was too early to anticipate when Nunda would fall or
how long it would take to eviet the Jap from all of New Georgia.al?
The capture of Fibolo Hill on 2/3 August left only Kokengolo Hill in

. the center of the alrfield area in enemy hands by the evening of the

uth. M
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Finally on the 5th, less than nine months after the Japanese

construction force had landed on 21 November 1942, lunda Field was

taken and by 1500 all orpanized resistence srcund the strip had ceased.28
Bow the task was to rush the field into a condition suitable for orera~
tion by the planes and crews which had aided in its eapture, for possession”
of Munda brought all the Solomons bases except Rabaul within ranpge of the
light bombers and fighters, It was a sharp portent of the growing alr
strength of COLAIRSOLS; the Jap had been overcome only 120 nsuticel miles
from his strong bases at Kahili and Bellale, whereas Allied aircraft had
worked from their major bases at CACIUS, 180 miles southwest, or from the
strips in the Russells, 120 miles distant.29 -

There still remained a pocket of enemy resistance at Bairoko Harbor,
and two bottalions of the 25th Division moved on the arca from the south
and southeast, On 25 August they occupied the east bank of the herbor
without meeting any opposition; the Jap had evacusted to irundel and
KQ].;)HIb&Ilg&TaaBO

The air phase of the operation had been of greater megnitude than
ever was possible in the Guadalecanal operation. In the 3'7-day campaign,
air vnits reported the destruction of a totel of 358 enemy aircrafi,
incurring a lose to themselves of 7L fighters and 22 bombers of all
types.31 Fighter cover had been excellent and et no time had the Jap
been able to zssist his own troops with dayligﬂﬁ ailr strikes, although
he 31d continue to employ his planes at night in annoying harassment.
During the period GOMATR New Georgile hsd reguested 44 sirikes, 27 of

them directed at the Munda area, of which 5 were not executed; the air

lizigon perties had called fWe approved and passed
GLHDE

- N
\J
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by CCULIF. New Georgie but 3 of these were not executec. Yo less then

1,833 bomber sorties had been flown by planes of all services in execu~

tiﬁé the reguests of GOLATE Mew Georgis, the greet majcrity of them

. (1,649) by the light bombers of the Marines, and this figuve was ex-
c¢lusive of the missions ordered dirﬁctly by COMAIMSQLS against similar
targets.33

The heavies continued to hit at Kahili throughout the campaignj

on 1 duguet, 21 B~24's in & ccordinated strike with 18 TEFts, 11 SBEDts,
end 87 fighters placed their bombs on the Kahili strip, destroying 5
or 6 planes and starting large fires, while the light bombers were
sirking en LK and & barges.34 During the firal week of the offensive,
eneny fighlters and dive bombers continued in their atiempts to damage
the shipe off hendova, or Lo iniercept the horbers striking at Munda
positions, But all their efforte were ineffectusl, although on the
efterncon of the %st one dive borter crashsd directly into = group of
nocred FT boats.g) On three cccasions fighters came down over Hew Georgia
hoping to intercept s retiring Allied force: on 31 July, 30 Hamps succeed-
ed in getbing 2 HHZAF P~-f0's without loss to themselves; the rext day
BAF P-AQ0's traded 1 plane for o Zero; then on th% 4th a series of run-
ning fights with Zekes cost the Jep 3 aireraft lost to Gorsairs, end
% more shot domn by 10 44F Paf0's, with Lt, L, B. Shuler psrsecnally
accounting for 4.'

. Throughout the New Georgia' phase air reinforcements continued to
gtream into Ratzul, By 2 August the first rhobos teken of the Febaul

fielde since 25 June shoved & full complement of 260 planes; two days

~~em et T
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later 79 fightere and 14 bombers were on Kahili, indlcating that thus
far the eneny had been able to absorb his very heavy losses. Bul his
forces could be caught on the ground or water, as the Marires demonstrated;
seven float planes were burred on the morning of 4 Avgust when 16 FiU's
hesvily strafed the fhortland-Fcporsng areé.Bv ’
Opinion ag to the effectiveness of the air effort was divided. B&ven
kefcre lunda was itsken, Ceneral Harmen reported that the air forces had
cortritvted "in largs meacure™ to the operation’s success, end he recognized
the splendid contribution of the fighter cove:r.38 But the terrain itself
had worked aseinst close employment of the alr weapon, and the Jap once more
had demonstreted his ablility to sbsorb tremendous punishment. Adequate
gerial photos had not been made availeble, seversl days had elapsed hefore
any serisl coverage could be cbtained, snd when the regstives finglly arrived,
In maxy instonees the zyee desired hzd not been covered. Colonel Liverssdge
had requested coverage of the area from Beircke Harbor esst to Enogal Inlet
tut the prints delivered Ho him were of another secticn. After the eneny
had evecuated Bairokeo, an examination of the ground clearly indicated that
bowbing had baeﬁ concentreted on too small sn area, and it was believed
that hed stereo pairs been made of both sides of the harbor from a 1,000~
foot altitude, much enemy sctivity and many instellations might have been
lccated. The Z5th Division had learned the value of ztereo pairs in the
Cuadalcansl carpeign, where they were reparded as of "extrems importance to

the write cormanders, but these were rot availa®le on New Georgis,

Those respongible for the rrovision of clese support for the ground
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troops vere not entirely content with the results achieved,dsspite the
handieap furnished by the terrain. The operationg officer of Strike
Cormrend felt that the comrander of the ground troops lacked "sufficient
appreclation of what the air could do for him," and since the task force
orders were written up In such a way thet missions could not be dispatched
unless gpecifically called for, on "many days a loh of good sound air power
sat idle.," And vhen the reguects finally came through, the targets were
from 1,000 to 2,000 yards from the 15.:~:-e:ls..‘!%o

It was appurent also that the heavy abimck on the snemy pesitions
at Beircke rrior to the sssault by the Liversedge force had falled mither
to dislodge them or disrupt the Japanese sufficiently to make the atieck
successful.4l Without the enemy's records it was difficult to measure
recurately the effect of the air effort at Nunda, particulsrly the effect up-
on his ground units., Bub it was vossihle to gain a ressonably close check
on Zeros and Bettys which fell burning into the ses, and upon the ships
and barges which the E~25'%s and light bomkers sank at hebster Cove, at
Hamberi, out in the Kula Gulf, or up at Kza.hi]_i.é2 It proved impossible
to cut off Wew Georgla completely from the enemy's adjascent bases, and the
Jap was ghle to evacueie a nunber of his troops from Bairoko. Nor were
the invuders ever able to stop the nightly herassing by light borbers,
en zetivity which constitubed what possibly wme the nost effective Japanese
alr operetion, and it wes particuiarly troublesome in the Enogei ares
where almost nightly the float planes from Falsi or Vila dropped light

sntipersonnel bhombs, inflieting a number of casualties.ﬁa

For the first time in the Solcmons compaign the alir transports took

an active part in the battle, 4 few drops had been made in the latter
' *&M%hﬁuaqnq;m*%#
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tke surply of there items., 3By the 16iL more bthan 60 tone of su-vlies,

including arrmnitilon snd waber, kad toen droppen, ‘bout 30 per cent
s
going o the Northern force, the rest 1o the baitalions emst of I,Iund&.4
The Scuth Preifie Combat Ll Tramsport (SCaT) orpgarization provided the
plaves fcr the air drops, On 24 Judy bwo C=4%tr of the 12th Troop Tarrier
touadron wers cseipmed Tor delached service at Guadelcansl, where their
wlssicn vaw bo £ly viitel svwrolies np to the Pusrells and to Segl,ss well
L3

a8 to cke alr drope te lsolew d trocr unibs wvhere needed,

During the battle for the lunda strip it wes rot possible for the
Cal nlipes to cerry oub =ir evecuamticn. SCAT's transports began their
crerations from »unda 10 dayr after the strip wee taken, bub during the
cerpairn il was necessary to carry casuelties down to Guadslecanal on L&T's
or 51&18.49 Over on the north <ide of Mmds the vounded of Colonel
Liversedge’s force were picked up by FGY's, although the {irst time this
was done it vus necescary te use rubber bosbts fo carry the men out to
the p}anes. Before bthis slow and awk.ard method of losding could be
completed, the protective fiphter cover had exhsusted lis gas suoply,
and its deparbure left the Fe¥'s sitiing on the waler loaded with patients,
Jep fightere imwedimtely ceme in to ctrafe, but fertunstely they zchieved
N0 SUCCEFS.

sueply of the ground treoops curing the Sziroko phase was even more
diffievit than during the Munda fichting. Leack of roads snd the impassable
rud rzde il exiverely difficult to surply the 16lsi Tegimental Combal Teem
of the 25th Diviglon which relled upcn hand carry and elr transport for a

5L
reriod of 10 deys whkile it was moving teward Beiroko, Bight drops were

£

110!
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mede to the thres battalions, which regarded them as "very effective,

Chief obstacles were the tall 100-to 150-foot trees which made difficult the
discovery of the chutes and even more difficult their recovery. An addition-
. al problem arose "due to air corps inebility te drep on the day scheduled,"

but despite all handicaps, an average recovery of 50 per cent was accomplish- '
ed. The supply of parachutes was linited, hecessitating dropping of some
supplies with nothing to break the fall; because particular peing had not
been teken to pack all medical supplies In parachuie containers, & large
portion of such equipment was lost, resulting in some suffering by the
gick and wounded.52

with Munde strip in Allied hands, the immedlate tasks were to defend
1t snd to reconstruet it. TDarly examination of the fleld indicated ithat
damege to the runways and taxl lanes had Teen lighter then originally
enticipated and that e minimum expenditure of labor would te reguired to
make the strip operationel at an early date. But, other then 2 useful
collection of 30 enemy plenes, the Jap had left scarcely any construction
jtems, not even as much as he had on Guadalcanal., There were no bulldozers,
road graders, power shovels, or dump trucks. Only two old broken~down
road rollers were recoversd, bul the Jap had no roeds to te rolled, and
it wae Aiffieult to uncersterd how his forces had moved around on New
Gec-rgia.53

Reconstruction of Jumde Field began et once under the protection

. of the fighter cover, and although the ares was but a short distance to

Kahili, end despite the fact that the Jap bad nearly 500 saircraft in the

" s |

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Rahaul=Favieng-Bougainville ares, the enemy was unable to nake a single
effective gtlack sgainst the men and equipment--in fact, he scarcely even
attempted it. One effori occurred on the 10tﬁ vhen an estimated 50 enemy
fighters came down to make a low=level attack but iere prevented from resch-
ing the field by 11 P=-40's and 3 P—39'8.54 Another ceame on the 13th, but
it too was unsble to break through the defenses, Thus protected, Munda's
reconstruction moved repidly shead,

The 73d Kevy Seabees had inheriéeé the tesk of widening, resurfacing,
and regrading the originsl 4,000-foot rumway and the two taxiways which
the Japs had sided., On 9 iupust, .COR™ 8§ joined the 734 and as rapidly
as equiprent arrived it was put to work., Fower shovels bit into Kokengolo
Hill to meke the dugouts, bulldozers pushed cut the roads, and rollers and
dozers spreed oul the coral on the strip which was dry bub soft., Tuxlways,
which had been neglected for rontha, were lititle hetler than jeep tracks,
but they permitted repid reconstruction end expension; in fact, the Commarder
of »CCRE 3 belleved thet bhe field could be pleced in usable condition by
15 August.55 {n the afterncon of 14 iugust two AAF P=L40's of the Z4th
Fighter Squsdron landed ab lurde to remein overtight, thus beetming the
first operationzl sireraft to use the newly captured :f'ield.56 Heneaforth
Inds was operstional for en increasirgly large number of plares,

In September the naval construction forece was augmented by the
§23th Engineer aviaticn Dattalion which began ite work at the field on
the Gth. The beblalion's initiel assigrment with & deadline of 15 October

was to extend tke rurwmay an additional 2, 000 feet to the east, with a 500~
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foot overrun, and to clecar the epproach zone so as te allow a 1340
glide sngle. The deadline was meb; 54,000 cublc yards of earth and
coral were moved, and by 5 October planes: were able to use the entire
6,000 feet of the runvay, elthough ore hill re@ained ghove the allowable
glide angle and was not cut down at that time.)7 Teither pipe nor tinber
was gvaileble for censtrveting culverts, but this problem was met by using
empty 55-gallon drums in doudtle layers, splitting the outslde layer and
staggering the joints. 1he end of each day's labor brought rain, and
each night brought down the Jap raiders who did their utmost to disrupt
the work., Eecouse the rader was out of order during wert of the construc-
tion peried, it was necessary lo discontinue the use of lights on the
£ield, and the attempt to cerry on In the moonlight was not very effeetive,
is a result, nearly all the work was zecomplished between dawn and dusk.58
At Munda the 734 Seabses continued fto work slongside the 828th
Engireers, although the tasks were allocated in such a way that the two
wnlits did not work on the fame assignment other than fc lend each other any
equipment that could ke spared, Nearly all the supplies were furcished from
the Lavy Surply Dump, and Navy's «CORN & conlrolled the operation of the
entire field. iAs rapidly as possible refinements were added to the Munda
installations; on the field itselfl new wide tuxiways were pushed around
along lines 1aid downm by the Seatee unii or run parallel to the main strip,
and parking aprons were constructed. To all of this the 328th made a
mejor contribution, though it wes aided on some projects by the 131st

59
Engineer Ragiment and cooperated on others with the 73d Seabees.
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[unda very ouickly bzcame a key installation In the Solomons chain.
Tts excellent coral easily available in quantity permitted construcbion
of a runway capable of withestanding very heavy operational loads and it
was well that this strip was not avother Carney.éo Before many weeks bhad
passed, iraffic at lunde exceeded that of any other field in the South
Pacificy during the month of Octuberﬂ the ave.rage daily departures and
arrivals approximated 400, while the lov nunber in any one day after the
i‘ieldﬁreached full operailon was 121, with a high of 5€4 sircraft of every
type. * The major handicap at l'unda was the existence of the hill between
200 and 300 feet high, which tended to interfere with a toke-off to the
eagt=northeast. Despite the unfevorable direcilon of prevailing winds,
heavy borbers with maximum loads cccaslonally took off away from the hill
over the water to avoid the l‘mzard.éz

vhile the engineers tackled the coral of FMunda with their scrapers
and bulldozers, the troops of the XIV Corps feced the task of evieting
the enenmy from the Beiroko ares on New Ceorgis and from the other islands
off the Ceniral Solomens. Halse;i end Harmon faced the problem of wheiler
they should send the ZIV Corps directly against the enemy's buse at Vila
on Kolorbangura. The aree was of no great importance to the air plans,
ginee 21l vhotographic reconnaissange missions and other sources of in-
telligence had indleated that it would not be possivle to develop Vila
adequately for use by GOMALLBOLS?! planes. Guickly the decision vas
reechedt the ssszult troops would by-pasg Vils entirely and seize Vells
Lavella instead.63

Accordingly an amphibious force under Tesr Adm. 4. B, Wilkinson,

which consisted primarily of the 3?'_Eh In?:_[:antry Lombat_Team, by-pasred
*m ‘e M \
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in anticipation of a frontal assault, the entire coast from Parapatu

Point wast to Kuli Fuli Foint had ™een studded with pillboxes, trenches,
small gun emplacements, snd cosstal gune. TInstead of facing the triple
line of pillboxes on Kolombangara, the troops went ashore on Vella Lavella
against winor opposition, gaining the site at Barskoms for an additlonal
fighter strip, ard forcing the Jap to abandon all his Central Solomons
positions except that over on Rekata Bay. By 9 October the Vella Lavella
vhase had ended, followed three days later by Allied occupation of Gizu.67
11 this ground sctivity was accompanied zs always by a heavy drain
upon the sir forces. Whatever succsss the Jap hed gained was for the most
part the result of night operations, a type of sctivity at which the enemy
was very cepable, surpassing Allied flyers according to the commander of
Strike Command..68 Eneny flozt planes regularly heckled the PT boats opers-
ting in the Centrel Solemons, anrarently acting under instructions to carry
out vigorous attecks on these light surface craft as they epproaeched im-
portent junctions for barge traffic, for the planes seemed to remain
above these polnts. At the same time the Jup bombed the Russells and
Guadalcanal vositions at every opportunity snd not alweys without damage.
One raid cn the night of 13/14 August was execubted just as a flight of
Bw2/'s was returning from a mission to Kahili, Two Jap bombers switched
on their running lights and joined the B-24i's as the latter came in toward
Hendersoni then one enemy plane dived down to put a torpedo into the AP
John Fern, sinking the ship, and in the resulting heavy ALk barrage, Bettys
and B=24's alike were caught. The two Japs went down, almost followed by

the heavy bomber piloted by Lt. Cole Merion D. Unrub. With cne engine gone,
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Hill by the departed enemy. Sembees only recently had removed the debris
and bodles from the hot twmel, where withoubt blower ventiletion the odor
vwas less than pleasant, but it afforded a protected locetion, convenlently
located on the side of the strip within one of the toxi loops, and command
personrel living in their {ents near-by could use the turmel as an air raid
ghelter. The task assigned to this force ineluded: (1) assistance in pro=-
viding escorts for bombing missions sent out by COMAIRSOLS; (2) provision
of fighter emcort for friendly shipping; (3) location and destruction of
cnemy barges; (4) strafing of the Bougainville airfields; (5) artillery
spotting and reconnaissance missions; and (6) defense of the forward
bases.73

CCMAIR New Georgia conducted its first full &y of operastions from the
Munda strip on 15 august when 22 Corsasirs were scravbled locally and 8 P=
39's together with New Tealand P-40's and 4 AAF P=40's went up from
Segi.74 These planes were in respons. to an urgent dispatch for all avail-
able aircraft from the tasgk force covering the landirgs on Vella lavells,
which ley dangerously close to Kehili; amd by 0300 the Jap had sent down
its first attack. It was Rendova all cver again. OConitact with an umknown
number of Vals plus 30 to 40 Zeros occurred over Wilson Strait and the
velle Gulf, and the results of two atiacks vere similer to those achieved
by the enemy over Rendova, Thirteen Zekes and seven Vals went down,
followed by another four or five Zekes and two Vals destroyed in an after-
noon zttack. One of the fighters was credited to Capb. Cyril E. Nichols

who lost two feet of his P=39's wing tip when he ramued a Zeke which blew

up. Totel losaes for the day vere five Corsairs (four operationel), and
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To embarrazs the enemy further, eipht Corsalrs on a sweep arrived

over Kahili just cs some 20 plunes were returning from their initial attack
on Vella Lavella, and they cauvght the Jap completely by surprise, Three
Japs were shobt oub of thedr landing circles, five Zekes, a Betty, and a
Val were destroy~d on the ground, snd trucks and personnel were strafed,
It hed been a lively day for the fighters; they had prevented major damage
to the shipping, but enemy bombs had killed 12 and woinded 40 men on Vella
Lavella.76

The New Georgia sir commsnd plorned normally to base 24 fighters at
both NVunde and Segl, bubt this purber had been doubled for the missions of
the 15th, end subsequently this errangement was repeated when necessary;
in esch case the additional planes were returned to Guadalcanal and the
Russells before dark, avoiding the necessity of remaining overnight in
the new forward area., During the landings at Suorakoma it was planned %o
maintain a 32-plene patrol over the amphibious force. So far as possible
this schedule was observed, slthough whenever additionel planes were
serambled for contesct, the nexl relief for the patrel weould nececsarily
81l below 32 until it could be built wp to the required number. In
actual practice, on the second day it was possible to hold a continuous
patrol of no mora than 12 planes over the Vella lavella “eachhead. But
the Barekema erea was open for attack by night and the Jap hit it regularly,
nearly e ery night, aEd no less than 10 times with flost plenes and dive
Tombers on the l?th.VI

Operations from Manda were still hazardous. Enemy raiders were over

nightly, two of them falling to 44 fire on the 14th, and beginning two

“Hu-unuu-u-nunjgun.u'“'..b
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deys later the enbire erea, including the 73d Seabee camp, was subjected
to infermittent artillery chelling during the daylight hours, To detect
the location of these pieces, helieved to be in the southwest tip of Baangsa
Island, a single-plane "Pistol Pete" patrol was mainteined over adjacent
islands and suspected positions were bombed, but upon occupation of Baangs
by ground forces the shelling ceased on the lﬁth.78

However, the night attacke contiruved both at Munds snd up at Barakome,
and gereral operabing conditicns at Mun‘e were far from setlsfactory,
notebly commmications snd trensportetion. Plane servicing and mainte=-
hance crews were inexperienced, spare parts were extremely searce, and
the incomplete taxiways were cramped ané in poor condition. A4ll these
deficiencies rapidly were overcome, certainly far more rapidiy then had
been the case down on Guadelcansl, where for so many weeks the enemy
domirated the sea lanes.79

CCMAIE Kew Georgiae experienced considersble difficulty in securing
the coordiretlion and proper operation of the Fighter direction centers
durirg the esrlier phases of the Vells Leavellas operatlon, zseribing this
o the wnreliahle communiceiion facilities which in turn were directly
ettributed to lack of properly trained and indeeirinated personnel.
additional faclors were the failure initially {o provide the necessary
adequate eguipment, inecluding spare rurts, and the atsence of adeguale
radar cover, The Barakoma slr warning unit had heen flung together with
great haste, bhaving had enly 36-~hours! nctice, and for one piece of its

equipment there vas neitler an experienced overator nor time to check the
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itenis ihen during the landing on the 17th cne of the most essential

sets sufferes u direct hit during the bombing attack, which further hampered
operations.go

Rudar had long given trouble in the South Pacific where the sets
ware unsupported by sn edecuate flow of spare psrts, with the result that
frequently meany of them vere out of cammission.al On New Georgis their
operation continued to be less than satisfactory for the same reason as
well as because of the natural disadvantages of the terrsin. 4 further
defieiency diccovered by COMATE New Georgia wes poor training or lack
of experience on the pari of some of the fighter directors; and the lack
of commnications together with poor inilial rader coversge hamstrung the
work of the pood ones. It was st this time too that the enemy first begen
to make use of phantom targets for lhe purpose of confusirg the radar
operators, The precise nature of these targets was not knom, though it
was suspected that they consisted of resonant wire suspended from balloons,
but on several instences & relatively stationary pip appeared to emerge
from the moving plane and remain on the screen of the SCR 268 while the
plane would furnh and approach from another direction. Initially these
tecties vere highly effective in confusing 84 fire control, but the rader
cperators cuickly learned to detect the phantoms and thereafter they did
not cawre too much trouble.az

4ifter the 15th, bad weather hampered General Twining's air offensive,

but the Jap eontinued to strike hard at the IST¥s dramn up along the beach

at Berekoma disgorging men and supplies for the alr installation under way

-
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on Vells Lavella, From the 19ih through the 2lst there were 11 ralils;

on the 2/th there were & more and by the end of the second week of the
Berekoma opersztions, 101 Conditions Red had been called, and 62 enemy
atiscks were recorded. Much of the alr raid warning hed to come from
obgervetion pocts and the warnings varled from none at ali up to 15
minutes, though normally from 4 Lo 8 minutes were given, which was ususlly
sufficlent to permit most persennel to reach thelr foxholes. For the
firet two weeks the work was complicated by the lack of informotion re-
gardirg frisndly missions, though after 1 September advance notice was
aveilahle nd there were fewer fulse alarms cavsed by friendly flights.
It wes no problem for the Jdan to frike at Barakoma and strike it he did--
108 times in the first month, using an estimated 319 planes.83

For the most pert the turden of defense of the area fell upon the
F4U's3+ 2/ intercepted a poverful force of 60 Zekes and 30 Vals in the
second ottack on the Jlei,the first baving been made unopposed because
of fighter cover arrived too lote to intercept.8 Twlce agsin on the
suie day the Zekes and Vals punched at Terskora, taking a total reported
loss of seven rekes and three Vals at a cost of one FAU.S Significantly
the Corssir pilote reported meeting new Jap fighters, faster than any med
before, plenes with in-line engirves, %rindle brown in coler, and with
wings resembling P-40's, Thig was the Jep Army's Tony, and on the 23d
ancther new fighler was encouniered, It was peinted olive drab, had a6
squere wings, and was able to perform with the Cors irs at high altitude,

The enemy continued his ralds upon Barskora, never infiicting serious

domage and casualties but peying heavily, In one week ending on the 26th he

had lost 43 fighters, 5 Vals, I;i‘; §1oat plane, either over Barakoma or in
ﬁw S '
(\ [ '

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

- v -‘\Pﬁﬂ PRI
s N rRCEED 7
4 &7
defending Eahili, end the cost to COU'ATRSOLE hed been one FAU in corbat,
It proved impossible to prevent all attacks from reaching Barskoma. The
rasar warning at 95 miles was "us soo” o5 can be exnected,” serambles
. were prompt, and planes were off the ground in ercellent times; but lack-
ing & continuous sir covsr, or adequete radar faeilities at Vella lavella
to furnish Fighter Command with evrlier warning, Allied planes could rot
prevent atiecke, The best that could be achieved hy using existing facilities
and maintalning ground slert at Munde was an interception after the Jap had
rveached his ohjective at Vella Lavella.88 Consequently the 4th Merine
Deferse “attalion had unple employment for its 90-mm., 40-mm., and 20apm.
guns, all of which were in action almost daily.,
Cver 300 aircrzft vere enguged in ithe First two months, of which the
i chot down rore thenm 40, and the heaviest nssaults regularly coincided
with the errival of additional echelons of the invasion force off Empress
Aurusta Tay. O(n 25 Sepienber the Jeps wrecked one IST of the g8th Echelon
unlosding & Nerowai and Puraval, heyond the ranpe of the LA defences) on
10 October the Pih Echelon urs the recipient of an attsek »hich destroyeg
another IST and inflicted 95 casuslties, including 52 killed or missing. ’
Despite =Jl sttacks on the Zerakome site, construction moved shead, and
even before the strip was ready for operations meny Fighter pilets return-
ing from Bougeinville with erippled planes had made landings on the field
or in the sea near-iy. It wes estimated that pricr to indtlation of full
. pperation, Berekoma had Teen direc‘l%y or indirectly responsible for the
saving of 22 pilots and aircrewmen.’o

Yhile fighters defended Vella Lavella, the medium and 1ight borberp

-= - o :—;E:{._;:L”(!J’;, i;‘}’:m%g‘
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and their escorts were cut berge hunting. By ldupust it was Increasingly
apnerent that widespread employment of barges had become vital to main-
tensnce of the enenmy's outposts; he cculd move his heavier vessels from
. Rabeul over to Buka, then down the east or west coast of Bougainville to
Buin, or even directly to Buin from Simpson Eerbor in‘Rabaul, although
thiz last route was uged primerily by warships, Put it was risky buginess
to send heavy vecsels down the Slots the etiempts in July had resulted
in disaster in the Xula Gulf and thereafter the enemy relied very heavily
upon bsrges. Trece were of verying slzes, of shellow draft and s fair
turn of speed. They moved in groups, coming down from Buin southeast
to Tirbala Bay on the rorth coust of Vella Lavella carrying men and
supplies to the forces on Vella; then, skirting the west coast of the
island, they passed through hilson end Gizo straits to Kolombangara.gl
When attacked, the groups broke up to scatier, hiding in small beys and
creeks where they covered themselves with branches, and under this ex-
cellent cemouflage pilots found some Sifficulty in spotting them,
COMATRSOLE could reporit that "the Nipes are masters in their berge
operations and the pilots love to work them over." So they did when they
found them, and they sighted barges at every plantation on the west coest
of Velle Lavella, while Choiseul, Kokesa, and Sagigei served the Jap as
very active barge staging points.92 Every opportunity was taken to strafe
these barges whenever the aveilability of sireraft permitted. For the B-
. 25's they were & primery target, end day after day Colonel Wilsonts B-25's
ranged up and down the barge lanes, ususlly in pairs, though occaslonally
in lsrger flights with fighter escort, seeking out the bidden craft and

often guided by the advice of local cozstwatchers who would radio the
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shiftinn locations of the termes., At nisht the FITs Lattled them, somctines
in piror pitehed -attles, for the Jap hed errorcd some of Lis craft, end he

kod mounted 23-~tune and even 42-ree zuns o5 o 2efense esainst the ZT's end
25
the strelers. fislhibers wicrs dnsirasted to strere them es they returned to

their orce afber comwletion of » patrel, althiov-h when heavy firhter cover
wes essenticl, 1t was soretines necessery to let bter-ets pess untouch.d due to
contact with enemy circrefts The T-25's had fewsr diversions, sad they searched

eitler slose or cem el uith tue SID's tnd T.k's as on the 24th, 25%h, and 26th
94
vwhen they struck et the kolorberzers barge conters st ebster eand kingl covese

Ey the gnd of ‘urust, the menthly tolel of missions for the twe forward squadronsg
of the 424 “emorrdment Group hed resched 27, of smich nine asd been scheduled

te hurt cown and sirrfe Ler-ese On six of these, tor-ets were loecsted and
ot

%

17 werres wer: gilser sunk or demezed Levond repsir,
The zntiber-e sempei-n wert vell; towesrl tie ona of fu~-ust tne Velkess

gte "in; tree wes hit repeetedly by D-2E8%s and the Marines! lisht Lanbers, waile

e

pilets of F=l8's founc ih ir heevy rosc cenron perticulsrly useful ip enti=-
95
berre situcke, 3-241

Lo

provled a-eircl the sr&ll orcft at nizht and 1i-~htors
ctreied Lhem et every opportunitye Or 11 wepteraur €7 S05AC con-ratuleted
Lonurel Iwinins on the “rosress of the terce sctivity, remarking cheracterise
bicelly that "your rutieterze werfere is wermine £§h§7 seats of the Jap

37
tritches. “eep 'en Llazinga"

There wes reasoneble evidence to support Halsey's optimism, for during
the second veck of weptumber berje treffic wes lizht end--more significente--
definite confir-wbion wrs mede of crery eir Irop. Ly nisht bo the belseguered

33
Japs on nert ern ‘ells Lovolla, There wes no slackenin~ in the pace of

the entibrrre wariere throu-h leplembere Or 4 Cotober, 4 Pw39's mnd 4

CONFIBERTI. e
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Corsairs carried out a remerkably successful wisslon alon; western Crolseul,
destroying 16 large burges hetween Foro Island off Sambi Head, and West
Cape at the northwest tip of the island, followed by a second misslon to
the eust cosst of lhe island vhirh enabled the P=29's to destroy yet
another.gg

3y late August General Twining was able to step up the atiacks upon
the remaining enemy posiiions in the Central Sclomens. At the end of the
month Ehe coastwatcher observing the Rekatm srea reported that the enemy
waig abandoning his advanced seaplane hose ab Kekata, after more than a
year of desulbory attempt to establish a base liere too close to the fields
on Guadalcanal.loo

In the antiterre campaign--in fact, throughout the advence up

the Solomons--z peculiar problen was prasented to the intelligence officers
ara pilets alike by the presence of mumerous friendly natives scatiered
all threugh the islands. The native scouts aschively werking for the Allied
cosstvatehers were invaluables they spotted barges concealed under the irees,
and they tracked enemy petrols; they knew where pilots should nake emergency
lendings, and whenever a profitable target was located the scouts elung
to it wntil after the raid in order toreport the resnlts. The wabehers and
their scouts on Kolombangera, Segi, llendova, Choiseul, Vella Iavella, Wickham,
and Santa Isahel all bad done yeoman's service in seving downed pilots.lcl
But 211 too frequently friendly netives were subjected to strafings or bomb-
inge. It v.s natural that pilots would commilt errore; small Japenese detach-

ments frequently moved into native huts and villsges or seized native cances,

which then became potential tariets for air atbtacks, Whenever possible, the
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ecosstwatcher wogld move ell natives out aft:zzgget area, thusg avoiding
needless loss,lOLbuL it wes not always possible fo clear the target aresas,
Niscellaneous straling of shore positions inveris~ly did more harm than

. goody it killed malives, damape’ their property, and bedly straived their
friepdship to the #llies, On 29 July the watcler on Kolombangsra protested
againot repeated indiscriminale strafing of the coest in his area, report-
ing that as & result, henceforth he would probably find very few natives
prevared to eelb ag comstal sentries. Two days lster the watcher on Vella
Lavella strongly protected a similar incident of the 26th in which 15 vlares
hed shot up the villages of Tapuri and Ireguru on Simbo Island, plus addie
tional villeges on Nusa Simbo Island, He was Yat a complete loss" to under-
stand the atlack, for the natives were most loyal, his patrol unit having
rescued 193 U, 8§, persomnel during the past year, To save the unit the
watcher insisted upon ilmmediate compensation in the form of tobacco, rice,
and calico, snd requested th t air cormanders seeg his advice prior to any
future attacls upon any area undar Lis control.lqj

Apparently the situstion worsened. Cn 23 iugust Generzl Twining ine

formed Strike Comnmand lhat native villapes were not to be zttacksd unless
specliically oriered, prohibited the indiseriminate strafing of beach
lines, znd ordered that unier no clrcumstances would native cances be
atbacked, even if they conbained Japanese.loZL Even atlacks upon barges
and land targeis on Glzo and Vells Luvella were proscribed unless specificsily

. ordered, end to eliminate any furtlher errors, the Distriet Supervising In-
tellirence Cfficer arrenred to keep all natives clesr of the beaches or

105
arandoned barges during the deylight hours. Some of the errors were

[ ———— e
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unaveoicable; for example, in the first mission of the 69th Bombsrdment
Sauadron, 10 B~25's mistook Hunda for thelr scheduled target ai Dulo
Cove, dropping thelr load of 120-1b, frag clusters on the former loca-
tion vhere some of them fell in ghg hiding place of native scouts in
the bush behind Hunda Village.lo

The natives were raught bebtween two fires; on Kolombengara their
villages were strafed by Japanese bmrges and bombed by Allied planes,
But by exercising additional care in hriefing, 1t was possible to avoid
some of the more needless Allied atbtucks, It was falr evidence of the
complete air domirance of the area when the ZIV Corps announced on 4
September that on New Georgia the natives were returning to thelr gar~
dens and would burn trash only on Tuesdays and Fridsys during daylight
hours.lo7

After the fall of Munda there still remained the enemy pocket at
Vila on Kolormbangers, whose reduction in accordance with the original
Plan had been turned cver to the 155-mm, gung and the air attacks, It
was pit deily sas often zs weather would permit by all types of strafers
and bembers, and on 31 August a Black Cat droppei pamphlets which sought
to undermine morale of the defenders by stressing their helplessnessl;o8
Bub the real effort of the heavies was directed toward the Kahili zrea,
where the Jap continued to raintain substantial fighter strength and
where he now had decided to insiall an additional airfield., ©n 30
Auguet Corsair pilots reporited observing what apreared to he a new strip

west and north of Kuhili; photos taken four daye luter confirmed the

visuel cobservation, showing a 5,0.0 x 250-foot clearing about 7 miles
TET

(MBI e L0 1DITY INEORMAT] N

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

northwest of Kahill and 2.5 miles of Kara, from which village the field
took its name.lgg

Lurirg the month of sugnst eipght missions involving B-24's had been

. sent to souths rn Dougainville, of which one was apainst Ballale, and of
the remaining seven against Kehili, one feiled Lo bomb becsuse of weather.llo
On the 24th B-24's over the turget were junped early in the bomb run by
25 to 35 Zekes and Tonys and the fiphter escort reported another fiight of
20 to 30 over the Shortland avea, in addition to e third group of 15 to 20
between Kahili emd VYonolei. The Jops pressed their attacks clcsely, follow=
ing the bombers down the Slot almost to hendova, but before they broke off
the sssaults they had lost 36 or 35 Ffighters to the escort and bonbers,
the E-24's claiwning at least 19 Zekes snd 1 Tony.lll Unfortunately one
B-2/ had fellen In flames, probably to AL fire, together with five of the
Tighter escort, Including two P-~39's.

“ith the ecming of Septemicr, Ceneral “wiring treblad the pace of
operations againet the four Govpeinville fields, serding no less than 24
bomber strikes zgeinst them, Five were against the Ballale strip, two
were directed at Kara and Kehili tcrether, though one of these was turned
wvack by weatber, and two were made zpeinst Buka., Of the tobal numbar,

1/ were by D=24's in numbers ronginr from 3 to =7, end A vere evecuted

by B=25's, while the light bombers and PVI's (Venturas) carried out 7

missions, 1 in cooperstion with the 2AF heavies.112 On 3 Sertem-er, three
. heavy ralds were male with an inere-ved fighter escort which apparently

intimiduted the “aps, for e—en ithouph they mainteined = large force in the

area, they mace only weak effgnbsg g press home the attack, Perhaps the

oOMPDENREL e SECURITY INFORNATION

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
-
-3 -

AAFRI-20 MC ([ w
eneny was Teeling his losres. Juguct had cosh him e total of 235 planeg--
55 of them went to the B=2{'s glone-~and in the la=t three months no less
then 791 planes hzd heen destroyed by all forces in the Solomons.113

. Now Kahili lay within essy range of the fighlers on Mumnda and the
ereny night expect sudden surprise strafing reids, primarily by the FiU's,
though algo by the P-39Ts, Twining sent these up as often as possible,
where they =attacked the parked planes a2t treetop ‘evel, Eighl were
destroyed by one FAU covered by two others on tie morning of 27 August
1943; this mission cosb the loss of 1Lt, Charles G, Leuphier, brother of
the destroyer of Yamamoto.ll&g A week later seven more FAU's hit Kshili
twice onh the early morning of 2 feptember, this time definitely destiroy-
ing four planes snd sirefing » line of [igh'ers pecked wing to ving on
ihe gtrip. arpparently the Jap was gensitive to sll thiss in the second
week of Seplember his sircraft strength declined in number and he mede
cnly & single deylirht attock unon 5llied positions, while over Kahili
kis imtercenting Tirhters grew wesker and lesg determined in their atfacks,ll5

CONAIRGOLS!' plenes deminated the air, nmeking southern Bougainville

anytiing but & cecure haven for Jdapenese fighters and hombers, On 14
Septenmber six sgeparate missions were sent up and, slthoupgh bad veatler
saved Kare-Kahili from an atlack by 12 B-25'g, the B-24's hit EKshilli with
the heeviest pounding that base hadé yet received in the wer. Several pllots
on that day reported contact with what seemed o be a fresh fighter group;

. its zircraft were freshly painted ss 1f they were new, and their pilots

displeyed behter tactics mnd gunnery than thore recently melt in the air

o SECURITY INFORVATION |
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over southern Gougainvilla. 7ithin threc days (14 to 16 Septemter)

s totel of 97 tong wes drorped on Kehili, 122,5 tons on Ballale, 18
on Buka, and 3.5 on Keraj and 50 enenmy aircraft had been destroyed
. over the peri.od.lw

But not 81l the effort of the heavy bomhers was directed against the
airfields. Very [recuently one or two B-24's were out on shioping prowls,
moving Juring the right along the cast coest of Bougainville or up to the
shipping lenesleading down from Latewl, where their pilots would sesrch
Tor the tell=tgle white waltrs of vesrels tekinpg evssive scbion, These
vere usuelly lovw-level szttacks; Trom 2,000 feet a B-24 rut a bomb directly
on a large 500-fcot AK on the night on 8/0 Sgptember.llg

By late September beczuse the number of ground support missions had
dwindled while counter-azir-f'orce operations apainst enemy air beges hed
becore predominant, COLATRSOPAC recommerded that Commander Aircrafi Few Georgls
be removed from the operational control of the Lew Georgia Oeccupation Force
and become instead a task unit commender of GULATHSOLS,. Admirsl Halsey
approved the shif't, which became effective on X3 September.

Cn the same dey the first successful landings cccurred on the new
Berakoma strip on Vélla Lavells when cre utilliy plane and four Corsairs
came in to land on the Field bullt by the 53th Seabee Sattalion, tut
because of the lack of dispersal areas and ground service craws, aircraft
were rot hased here until 17 Gctoher.119 A further indication of the

. northward march of the air installations had come two days earlier when

for the first time a four-sngined bomber landed et Munda; Cept. Richard

A

e SECHRITY INEORMATION
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFEEwZG - 146

N, Azar of the 370th Squadron ceme in from a Buke mission et 1345 on
the 21st with the damage of five fighter atiacks and the propeller of
his Ho. 2 engine shot up.

. The wccelerated offensive against Kehili must bave stung the Jup,
who could not accomplish much during daylight hours, bub whose night
flyers were highly ckilled, By the third week of ﬁéntember both offen-
sively and defensively the Jap reached a new high level, On the night
of ‘the lith, follewing the day's heavy &llled attacks upon Kahili, re-
peated Japanese raids were mude upon Guadelcanal, Munda, end Barakoma,
COMAIE New Georgie reported 79 bogies on the one night, all raiders
coming over in flights of two or three. CSearchlights probed forx them,
&b fired 2,900 rourds, bub no planes fell that night.lzg Inoresgingly
the Lara: sers made use of turned dipoles suspended from parachutes and
dropred arproxinaiely 30 miles from the tarpet, These would csuse
saturation echoes on the height range radar secreen, causing the bogey
to appear to be orbiting, snd until a valid plot could be established,
the fighter controller cculd not vechor the defending :ight fichters.
In the intervel of uncertainty, sometimes &s long ag two minutes, the
Jap would have closed eight niles or more, and contact with him woeuld
he 10&%.121 A5 & consecuence the raids continued almost nightly and
not much could be done to halt them, Cccasionally a plane fell to 44 fire
as over ¥unda on 15/1¢ Septemher, tut this was rare,

. The Japanese used all their tricks. In addition to the dipoles,

they would feint ot Yunds from one direction, then attack from another,

B 15
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rnd ot & rauch loor elbitude; or e-cin, tnoy vould use Allic’ radio
sharnels. lor exerple, one Cerradr om the 1 ht of the 1Eth sttempted

intorecpiion only wo iissover the Jep using the eripes? voise fihter

L i3
Lro-uencys fucre var eg vot ro cucguebe nidl Pi-hler defense sveil-
gble in vhe froce r=70's hwl prowcu sseless for high-sltitude irter-
egvtion tnd -gw in orler to :ile sewe use of ther, they vero vub to work
ritl. tue rits, wolck lori- hiru seen heeklcd by bhe ni-nteflyir: flort °
oloncce [he §=70's would renfezvous with the Fi's, whieh then would
wee 1 Meerey beik™ run un thn olot, seneotir<, firdec thelr v cendne
ming % che nolorkancera agrol inm rm etterpt bto ritrret the floct

K}

plercn ced drow Bron. oat for s wos2in ry the (=70'se o' en the gthore

-
™
£
Temin
=
e

t1n11 Lriod op the lobl, owe dev ouichly Sock the Laibs s he
nbo wezibier Far Lhe rlles’y ro - 1o6clD wex rtloehed by the
=73 "ror 6orrasy o os 35T Irow Lal o omly one cun fircs end remlus wore
175

ne ~ative.

Tocerslle, it proved fwsocsiile to orev ot the Jep fren infliztins
some Criete ea the »lrrrs jrrie. on . PENONE,  wiln, or Juodtleensl,
or £ ~insh ts rovner el o b Ao wr sre The J=0bTs rnd tho MUTs
enjoycd £OYLY LUC 0S84 Lopcelirs saok oovn ¢owomoor ovey  uncd on the
simbh of bae Litho pal ons b ey L, Jenrr cieg, I, flyin-e o
r=cly Lrowe r11 1ol reecrds o Shoetin: dovn oo crd oops slitodn 60
L GorS. 60 Lr o e el 0e 1oon Fusl letnale  sooctlie cround 0400 the
roeyerdi -hbs acd piciou up ¢ Losrer oordin- dn et 15,000 bo 20,000 feote
Lrcnm oo sarvaes wiar Sh berskio s eloss e bae Jun rlene, when oo sevorel
stert bursks of Sresors ~ol = irte it 5 i

cerbhe sul Lofer  Uhiy plenms bed Bit Bhe reund ¢ ozeceerdd onevyr plene

o p mheim

o« " i *nqulnul-umww-
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124
hed bteen ceu~hk in the 1lihis end s oflrs by :leigs! “Lws.

The ni~ht-nroilin~ B=24ts vere now teins hempcred by relstively

ler=e £livhbs of oneny nl~ht i hlers. On the ni-ht of 5 -eptenier,
125

10 or 12 ebb-olel o T-04 of ¢ ¥ieta, nno pmrsusd it for 25 wimutes.

nd ewrin- the ni~ht howrs the C-47'c ol oCLT were meoting lottys

wivich tried ko sheob down the vwnermed irengperbs; this oceurred tnree

times in rid=3apterler, loreing the C=-47's fo run or hide in the clouds

126

in order Lo shalc oi'f the pursucr.

Cn the 15th e Letbty chisekod e C~47 between Lemnell and fan “ristobel
islemdss rext oo the nevisrbor of the =e»ly norning plene up from cspiritu
vento si~vhtcu oxe er two plenmes st 0345 juct norih of this islend. By
usins suces sive c¢loud eovor enl remsinin~ comeczled until dewm, the
trancport wes L1 to sorploss it tripe This btype of elteok wes repeated
on the 26th vwirn et 0410 onee soelin £ O=47 wes slrost ceushit Ty o bomber
while I'Ix7a~ morth sbout 70 niles frox splritu .antos 5 cefore, the
trensport fove for eover vrom 9,000 foeb, resshin~ the se:urity of the
eloud, enl For the norb 90 . dantes She two lones ploysd Toc in the clouds.
ool i tle C=47 emepr~cd, bhe Jeroi ovld be eleose by, lending the LO.T
pilot bo Lelicw. 111t reder 1£s Teins useny end when he clbe pted to

cell  epiriiu conte Por ficudoer supzerd, be found Lis rrdio Irequercy

Tl

crrcie Aimally ob 0045 with the corin< of drylishi, the enemy pgleme lost
127

gconbuct, ensblin . the frersport Lo return to its besce

fut none of tiese cneryy efforts could equal the demere ceused by

the mi~ht rricers over the Jeosners wryves, or the successss of the SL-247's,*

* B-24ts gaquirpad with L3E (low=nltitude combordment) wers cesi-ncbed 5
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Henderson Field, Guadalcanal
12 October 19!;3, facing north
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the Eleclk Ceis, rrd the <evy's 1340's on tuclr sewrcles eround Jouvain-

villes Saaea Linelly the Jeos begen o ev-cusfe his Joress Irom Kolombangers,

143

tho surlues erelt nere Lit erdse Ve be asstroyors op.reted riddly off

the +olle rnd rule uld, edbonplins o cut ofY bne redrzsbin- eneay
» . B X
on the nivhis of i ETth e¢xnd 20 £t leosh 10 Ler-os moving over So

folerten sors Iro Cheiseul wird inbereenied snd Jestroysds “a the n

-

and

ikt

of the 23%h I=L4 smeonsro of the noewly arrives ri-Lb “roject stimcked

o convey of & or 10 voeusels nerth of Cepe aluzender, sintin- o EJ ond

izs
Aereler - ¢ seeerd, nlos 0 fX's, In the weex sndl

1~ 1 Octoher usr

»

TS

bed saffercd breovily, 10 Loln~ cestroysy Ly the Ts end 15 Lo eircreft,

Tat this lers =ourniol cven hi-her thre followir~ sk vhen the Sney

finally stlormphed to rebricve Wi~ trcone Trow Lolonken-rre,

Ins ovamuctlion ozeurred prirerily on the of his of the Juvh, Tth,

end by, theon ceoebrorers exds b 1osit 4
129
pnecher 25 carie  tle Jeyli it Louwrs, In fret, vveryvhere in the

1 erett, e’ thoe edr forzos

wolo.ons whe s ick wes v Lrw one Por the enssy. On four successive 2
P shot dovm sewrchin: obbys, v ith oreiher :10llin~ south of Zur

2enl B0 dmo pelllig om the Jba, 24 D«2Bvg intredacex the ehili ler

Y

o.de

2

del-

encers

to tree-lovel sttrehs itk Pre~ucnbotion elusters, Jroopin: 815 zlusters

in the roveltr ent crer jJust b dusk, lhen strefin: the trea. In the

ielivo .xprozs weg wel by

CY

ot senated cvseourtion on £/7 Octobter ¢ lorre

three Y, T, dncwror rs whied srnlk three of te cawy nd wurnid .oek
150
. raraindeor, Yhin s o fest roee, ond mosnbarily it ssoisd to sl
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of planes on the Bougainville Tields, a ¢ there wes a sherp drop at

131

Tebaul as wells The question was nowt: could the Jan maintain a

pace at which he paid wibh an & erage of five ulapes for every 4llied
lozs? He could and did. By the 11th T'abaul showed 294 planes;lby
the next day the buka-Kelili-Bellale fields had jumped up to €0
fighters, 4 mediun bombers, anc 7 dive bcmbers.132 And he was push-
ing herd at irnroving the Duks-Zonie fielde, as well ze Kara. A& long
fight lay ahesd,

General Arncld vatched all this and by the ernd of feprerber found
the situsticn "sowmewkatl confusing."133 He Inew that steadily ihe
strength of the Thirieenth Air Force had increased and he helieved that
Twining hed aveilable maxkedly superior forees in the air supported by
aumple reserves in the resr bases, Furthermere, the combal secores indica-
ted that for some time the erery Lad been loging planes at a varying rate
of two to one to five to one. Yet he noted that recently Japan-se alr
operations seened to be ircreszsing, the fovory le 411ied ratic was falling
off, and in core engegements COIUIFSOLS was btroding rlene for plane, Why?
To Genersl flarmon he expressed nde concern. Vhy were thece losses beling
incurred? ‘hot was prevenbing more viporouc offensive operations?lj&

Genersl Twining reported wiitbin a few Jays, and Pehird him lay 10
weeks! ¢yperience as COLLINECLS, Uie planer vere cvallable to Pime—thaﬁ
he readily admitted; ke had bombers in rnumbers and types sufficient to

reubralize enemy Lases, if only these airerzft could be empleyed to their

full eapaeity, bui so great wis the shorizge of fighters that “we are
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not gotbing snywhere near the full use of these bhorbers,” COLAIRSOLS
reporked that he controlled 0D Mighters iu the forvard area, a number
sdcgrate to furnich escort for all his bonber strikes in sddition to
the sundry other sir tacks such ar barge atiacks and strafing, if it
were not for the zir ceover required for the protection of shipping into
Zorakeme and Tor 1he destroyer terk forces during daylight hours. The
aaditionel tazske, Twinirg believed, left a "woefil inadequacy” of fighters
for combet missions; for exemple, coverage of one conveoy of ships to
the Vells Lavella arca requiredzggg full dys the services of every fighter
assign d, a drein which hacg occurred on an ¢ -erege of once each week, and
held each perticipeting pilot in the air cpprorximetely seven bours on each
of Lhe two dayre. &n zdditionsl regulrement was the provision of fighter
cover for the destroyers working nightly sround Vells Lavella, for these
n eded eir rroteclion fron daylight to noon as they fell back dowm the
Slot. These two fuctors, CONATIESCLS exrlalred to Ceneral Arnold, prevent=-
ed the consistent heavy daylight strikes Ty the bowbere widch he believed
vere essential to fulfillwent of the air mission, for now the Jap had begun
to refuse combet in the air, unless present iv greatly superior numbers.
Therefore Twining felt that the eremy would bave to be destroyed on the
ground, Furthermore because of tre uncertainty of employment of his
fignters, COUATRSCLS lesrned t§at he wag wnable to cerry out any system-
stic plamin. of opcraticns.lBD

The snswer lay in the dispatch of more Tighters end Twinirg wus at
a loss to un’erstand “why the Nevy does not provide acditional vlanes for

{these opersations.® It wars his belief that "the Army is more than carrying

I
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its load," baving in the forward combet ares tbree of the five fighter
squadrons currently as:igned o the South ¥zeifie. This force involved
75 to 8BS fighters in conbat whose pilots were fiying 75 to 80 combat
hours per month. Coptrasted wilh this, he cilted the lavy's average of
cnly one carrier=based squadron in the Solomons during August and Sep=
terber, and even this was nob a "consisteni contribution” since each
of these units remaived for only s short t.ime.137

By October two of the three sguadrons in combet were equinped with
P-3%Ts, e vibu P=38%s, % ile the P=40's were filling in and "doing a
fine job," but in insufficient number %o operate as m svuadron. Soon
enother P-38 squadron would move up to the combat area, but alweys it
was necessary te leave two squadrons in the rear ares, one in Fiji and
one in New G&l?donia, where they were used for rest, training, and re-
habilitation.ljg Thus the fighter problem was one of General Twining's
mejor concerns during his tenure of COMATREOLS post on Guadalespal. He
found catisfaction in some phases of the campaipn, especially the outcome
of the friendly rivelry between alr and surface forees for top honers in
the anlilarze -.arfare in which the air forces were "way out in front,"®
and he praised the recerd of P-39%s with tlelr cennon in this type of
work, Bub behird all the successges lay the feeling that there were not
enough ovlsnes Lo de the jors Demands uwpon the air forces had incressed
beyend any vrevious period because of the addltional dispersed bases and
the vuriety of mlssions celled for, :md now Twining held a new dlrsctive
ordering him to reduce the airfields in southern Bougainville by 1

November. He wanited more planes; lacking them, he would "“of course
139
T T - -

plug along and do it somehow." _ . . S—
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fhe cxplenction 1 oo fally eoprecioivd in . shin tone General

Arnold cdmitied Lio eomn Viorious somecern® oiver Lhe Allied sir olffenzive

in ecgeont ronthe, Lolicvir - et vhe tolel fiheir stroacth in the wouth

1

Peeirie hal Justifico ihe capietelion of hesvicr nre sure s-zinsh the
dan en loarcinvilles .ul he cluo urderstood Tvinin-?'s problems: the
Tewyts coatrivalion o1 only one Ii-tAor seurdreon durin- fusast end

orpborler "lesss ro to tic aonslusien Yhnt wrour Yunsineble cerrier!
110
hro ©oen rlenler & L iro o3 Por rore eollortrlle surroundin cgl”

Tn ey ot 0 Lo rof oobre D Tidnine e L Cesmite the berlepdn ns of

i

P,

Mool 0 e Just Lotoauertor., a0 eriticism of the losel VAT coiisng

e Irmlices Tirlzd ¢ hed errncd e ™21l ong,® bud he would hoyve 1o

pencoco ibu Lao anwedrons ecurrsobl; ewveilelle, .wor wverr iregh it

!

el bae U0 2eald ooulp rno Sreian Yust we blrem ooorinst the .ormen

1
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the resaces tehleved in Lhe oeloronr b pLochbters sal combors during

.
1045 Zemd Be ohasurs the hopaulecn rfforts srouused by reund rrevy of
the trebizcd weios cod Ly the scrvlee persoanel of the nir sorvics and

denot “rounce ih rthure of . ar in the Couth JCreific thr Ay g1 irordlie
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3
beavy opposition. It was easy to forget that bombs and gune functioned

becanse ordnance persconnel had labored to maintain them, or that the
planest radio and radar permitted safe return becsuse redic technicians
had spent meny exire hours in perfecting operation of the equipment.A
During the early monbhs of the Solomons campsaign it had been ex~
tremely difficult for General Harmon to meintain the flow of spare and
replacement parts, service units, and personnel. Shortage of shinping
both between New Caledonia and Hawaii and within the South Pacifie,
together with the relatively low nriorities given to sir forece mateﬁiel,
had 211 contributed o the delay, Becruse no formel air organization
existed prior te 13 Jenuwery 193, COMGENSOR.Cl's Service of Supply, in
order to meet the problem, had assumed 2ll responsibility for supply
of the #ir units in the theater; in fact, its air section carried on
this work after the sctivation of the Thirteenth Air Force until such
time as its functicons were sbsorbed by the XITI Adr Force Service
Gommand.5 With the arrival in Fovember and Decemher 1942 of the ¢th and
29th Service Groups and the 13th Alr Depot Group, it was possible to
tackle the hesvy tugk of repair, overbaul, and muintensnce of alr
franes, mobors, motor transport, and ordnance wateriel, The 13th air
Yerot Group and the Cth Alr Service Group had established themselves at
Tontoula, Dumbes, and Plasines des Galecs; the 29th Service Grour at
Eepiritu Santo. Very early, however, this latter group mede arrange-

ments to send a part of its cltrengbh forward to Guadalcanal, where the

826 fervies fousdron, the 16534 Ordnance Supply and Maintensnce Company,
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and approxingbely two-thiyrds of the personnel and equipment of the
19324 cuartermesber Truck Compeny {Avn) all arrived on 1 March 1943.

Inmediztely upon disembarking al Esplritu Santo, the 29th's
sguadrons ran sguerely into the handliceps which Pvced nearly ail
organizabione charped wibth keepiug wheels and planes In mobion., VWhen
the updt sailed from Sen Frapcisco, most of its equipment still Jsy on
the docks at Stockiton or San Prancicco, a fact which d1d litile to ease
the wey inbo smooth operabions on Dspiritue. A case in point was the
incident experienced by the first ordusnce and air maleriel uniis to
reach that island, Some 350 crated vehicles had arrived with the 29th
Group on 9 December 19423 they were needed ab once, bub equipment and
aubomotive paris ere nob shipped unllil approximetely 25 days later.
Consequently the ordnsnce units weve reguired to assemble the vehicles
with 1ittle more than the Lools in the kits contained in the eretes
themselves, The Dismond=T wrecker was nob avallable, but tall trees
wercs Lhese provided the support for a block and tackle rig on which to
sling beavy truck chassis while wheels, bodies, and cabs were fitled
togather.7 The lmprovisation was effective bub slows hampered by heavy
reins, mud, snd lack of equivment and adequabe sheliter, the process re-
quired six weeks. 4&nd when the supplies were examined, no battery acld
was present, nor had any provision been made for its supply.

The 2Gth quickly lesrned & fundamental of island operations: parts
did not follow the unibts with guibe the ssme promptness zas on a conbtinental
base. In foct, some three monbhs seperabed the a rivel of the initlal

units and z cunply of parts for thelr equipment, enm interval in which the
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sole source of surply was e smell vuantity which the ordnance units had
g
brought elong illegally withoub officiel permission., Automatic issue

of spare parte did not begin until eight ronths after arrival; mean-
While & combinabior of Imprevisetion and treding or downright filching
frow Narine snd naval organizaiions kept the wheels rolling, Interminable
aud worked ite way into breke choes and wheel bemrings, axles cracked,
hydrenlic brake fluié often wac unchtainable, and above all Blse,
hydreaulic wheel cylinders lacked parts.lo Brake lining could not be
obtained from any source, but wooden linings were improvised snd fitted,
axles were arc-welded, and by such measures some of the vehieles were held
in operation.ll Up on Guadalcenal the same situation preveiled, slthough
it was temporarily made easier as a result of the XIV's Corps! sslvaging
spere parts from the vehicles wrecked in the ground cempsipn; when this
supply was exhausted in April and Mey, the shorbtage agmin became acute
until the arrivel in June of large shipnents of parts.lz

inother discovery of the service units upon arrival was the problem
of retaining their versonnel for the job st hand, inasrueh ag isiand command
neauquerters ana nalure combinel to gtrlp down the effective nurber of
skillrd persocnel avallable, Nany times during lhe first four or five months
on Egpiritu Sento as wuch us 15 rer cent «f the 29th Service Group were oudb
cn IV Island Comnand orders performing tasks which did nol reguire skilled
weite  Croup personcel felt Lhat IV Island Comnend Headguarters had confuscd

the ierm "service group' with “labor kattalion,® with the result thet

skilled service units were called upon to zcconplish tasks for which they
W‘
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were neither equipped nor designed. Yany times the group would receive

eulls for details of 35 to 50 men to operate C-2 wreckers, cranes,
trucks, spray guns=-all to be used In constructing the IV Igland Command
Beadovarters tuildings, officers! quariers, and general instellations,
& lony yrocess of tactful edueation on the part of the group commander
wes necegssary to explain the real ni=sion and purpose of the g:roup.l3
Sickness was smother problem, and a serious one; during Janvary and
February 1943 approximetely one~third of the L0th Service Souadron lay
sick in hospital or quarters with dengue fever, despite the erployment
of eveilable mosquito control measures.lé These were problemz hardly
loregeesble “nck on the rainland, yet they were grim realities to the
men charged with the maintenance and repeir of AAF egulpment,

LDown at Tontouts the 13th Air Depot Group, winich was responsible
for all fourth echelon supply and meintenance, was pushing ahead with its
engine-overkaul program, though here too its Engineering Department was
foreed to operate under the handiesp of lzek of equipnent.l5 The depot
wes short seversl eritieal items of its organizational equipment in
wareh, four months aflter its errival, but the program was well wader way.
The air depot was charged with all major sirplane overheul; parts for
300 eireraft had heen projected by early lMarch, some of which already
had Leen shipped, with the remzinder scheduled to reach San rfrancisco
on the 10bh. It would overbeul engines for the B-25 (R=26A00-13) and
for the B=2/ (R=1330-43).

In order to lighten the burden on the Tontouts depot Harmon

2l 7 e
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plannes to utilize the surplus facilities of the RNZAF in New Zealand,

vhere in lerch the overbaul of '75 B=17 engines (R-1820-£5) wes nearing
completion, but in tye future a1l B-17 engines could be hendled within
the theater itself.l0 Yet ihese Inedilities vere avnilable, and to make
full use of then Harmon eipected to continue to eall upon the New
‘ealanders to overhaul the newer B-24 engines., For its contribution,
Hew zealand initially agreed to overhaul 50 engines per month, provided
necessery parts and tools were furnished by the United States, bub in
4pril Gemeral Breene had to report thal New Zealand would be unable to
earry out its original plan.17

It was still imporsible by March to vestore to operation the worn
Peckard-l erlin engines (V-165001) of the P-/0F's, due to lack of
feeilities. These engines would have to be sent all the way back to
the United States for repairs, Wub a plan was under consideration where-
by the foubh Pacific might drew upon the surplus repalr facilities in
Soubh australia, where it wes estimated that available fienersl ["otors
instellations would overhaunl 8ll of the South Pecifie's Allicon engines.la

General Breene, Cormanging General of 505, hed planned on a rate
of 150 engines per nonth, but initially both persomrel snd equipment
vere inndeovate to permit atiainment of enything like this number,

sosence of critical items in the Fngineering Depeartment, caused in vart

iy the sinking of the S5 Thomas A. Idison four months earlier, had

severely handicapped the overhaul program, gince zs Tate ag April none

of the eguipment kad been replaced; bubt drseite this shortage, some

W e i)
SECHRITTINFERTANON
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finished engines were coming from the test Llocks in May.lg Eowever,
lack of proper repair equipment conbtinued to hurt the program, for many
of the engineg overhsuled in the Eheater were Tound to be unserviceable
upon receipt in the forward area.&o And oceacionally engines arriving
from the Thnited States caused trouble; several shiprments of R-2600-13/29
engines from the Ciklahoma Air Depot gave faulty rerformence, while other
shipments showed rust in the eylinders for wout of rust preventive and
proper handling of pliofilm bags.21

Hot long after the sctivabion of the Thirteenth Air Force it became
aprarent Lo General Harmon that effective deployment and tectical use
of the zerviece units could not be made until their administretion was
coordinated under & single headouarters charged with full responsibility
for air service and buse functions for AAF units., He plarned to establish
& service command which wiould follow closely the standerd pettern, with
& serviee eormander having jurisdiction over the two main funetions of
repair and muintenance, and svrply-salvage., Initislly he would hold
the organization under General Breene's direct supervision, believing
that it wae inzdvizcble to place the service command wnder Gereral Twining.
IL was clear that the Thirteenth's cormander vas fully occupied In his
efforts to exercize as much influence as possible on tactiesl operations,
employment, and distribufion of hir combat forces. Furthermore Twining
was on Zspiritu Santo, too far removed from the foeal point of service
aebivity, which was on New Galedonia.22 The key to all cupply in the

area was shipping; Larmon reported tiat Yevery thing revolves sbout and

Is cependent upen shipping.! Breene was deeply involved In it, and daily

37
ASIPIMPRLL

t
-

P -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

i
y | 162

vas becoming more so as the Navy transferred additionaml functions to SCS;
a1l these factors indicated that a very close relationship should be
raintained between the new service command and SOS.23

aAccordingly, on L April Genersl Harmon was informed of the consti=
tution of the Headouarters and Heudouerters Squadron of the ¥ITI Air
Force Service Corrand and vas authorized to mctivate the comwand at the
earliest precticable date.za Two weeks later on 14 April, the command
wag activated in the field, to e nlaced under the direction of Col,
George MeCey, Jr., who was Harmon's choice for the post and who had been
upsigned Yo the Thiriteenth Lir Force on 4 M&y.gs The new command did not
become a going concerr at oncej in fact, in responding to 2 questionnaire
from General McNarney in Verhinrton, Breene pointed to the vast distances
invelved, the peor commumications, and lack of air transport, all of which
made for "extreme difficulty" in esteblishing the cormand., Fe questioned
seriously whether such a command could be made to Ffunction as visuslized
by AAF Regulation 65-1.26

There were ample reasons Tor his skepticism. The combat units in
the Soulh Pecific opersted at the end of an exceedingly long supply
line vhose tenuous neture offered numerous opportunities for delay, as
for example, the loss of the vessel carrying engineering supprlies for
the air depot. In theory, the 13th iir Depot Group, which bore responsi-
bility for fourth echelon supply, was to carry on hand a 180=days!'supply
for all AAF pireraft in the theater, as well ns parts for the New Zealand

27
uwnites which were treated on the szgme basic s the U, S, forces.,
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Leguicition: Tor stock for the 13th Aly Depot were submitied to the

Huwaiien &Air Derarinent, whielh Uhen Tilled the recuests so Tar as its

stocks rermitted, extrsebing the rewainder from tke Szersmento sir Lepot.
. Should peerzrento lack the neceseery iters, the reanisitions ere tlen

b

forv.ried to Lhe adr borviee Corrund il Fabtlerson Ficls, here srrange-
~ s

rents conld Lo made with focterles to fvrnish the necessary items.ﬂo

This wus ¢ complicuted lire for bhe fowrth echelon, one which might easily
vernlt delay, and 1t dide l'uch veber luy belveen ban rrarcisco and New
Celedoniz.

Zelow Tontoubs thira eckelon supply :nd muindenunce vas the responsie
bility of the cervies greups whieh tize I3ih Alr Depot in theery stocked with
1 F0=day level ?f perte gnd sveplies for direct ispue to teetiesl ¢z alr

=G
bese soundrons, ’ It had bcen dimroesible to holdé the two rervice rroups
intech, #ith the result thel by Farch the unibs 1ere widely scutiered as
follows:
Gusulozpal==one=helf of the Z9th Service Greup (824 Service Sg.)
Egpiritu tenbomeone=hulf of the 2¢ih Servies Greup (Z0th Service Sq,.)
Lew Caledonia--ore-Lull of tle (th Fervice Greoup (7lsi Bervice Sq.)
! endi--one-half of ihe tih Serviece Grovp (3:ith Service Sg.)
In additden to the wbove, iwo alr bage souadreny vere in the theater, the

X

T5th b Lenil, o the 3(1st bared at Temtoula, Toth were churped with

Sl

reintensnee of their respechive sirrorbs and were recpongible for the
rereiv of 4T0 wvd otlier Trenslent eirversft, although the 361lst tore the
. edditiorel resnonsibility of muintzinine tie airfieldr ab Plaines des
Gelancs end Gue Tow. Dovn ol Llogents vecr Novrea, the (5th Serviee Sguadren,
eliachsd Lo the T Islend alir Command, wes asseiwling Dichter airersft at the
30

rete of Pive wer dey, althoush this rate could he douhled vhen necessary.

v

R

M’ e 1 it

" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

A FEH=R0 162

2

}

It was a locse~jointed, tudly wdermanned service organizetion which

precne controlled. Alresdy an anpeal hed gone in to .ashington for bwo
sguditiczel servic. groups in creer Lo stotion ¢ coomlele prwwp on e-ch of
. the four rojor lslande, lub oven nore oressing 1ag the need Cor an orpanie-
zaticon decdgned to orerate the drdrores ord teke core of bhe loeal house-
31
keeping cheres, thorcty relievii: Lo (erviee proure from ruch worlk,
General Hexnon,foreseelng the necd for lhis lype of uwall in lale 1942,
bed pleesd a reguest Tor six of tle nes zivirome couadrons g early as
Lovertfure In Uecraber it had §een anbicipated thab the six would e ready
by L oArril 1943, tab they had not mrrived, rnd boiard tie end of the
outh GULLLGOPRA0 hoped thal within thc next {0 day: lds alrdrome sgusdrons
52
would come in bo eave tle lead on bis hech
Corited operations hed indicsbed o nudber of meberiel shoybages which
Ld nod Loen foreseels allle dsncre and operational aceidents had created
o re girerenlt for an oxcepbionally lir e anount of sheet metal vork:; lence
Lormen wsved for o 30 per cent Inercase in shivoents of aluvminunm allory
eneet, slwdnum theet mebal, ool rivels of 211 typee, The old probdlen
of L.ck of sulpiurlie acid persisted ard he .sked for a supply, since

a2

only the P-33%s cams 1ilh babiery acid, and the surply of wing tins

should be deubled, He could cite o surplus In only one itemt too reny
fighiler engines were reuchiry; dbe thewler and be recorrended a cub of

25 per cenbt In delivery, bub at tle sare btime v culled for an ejual in-
33
. crecse in the flow of Lomber enrinez,

Elowly the service organirzation "grew up like Topsy," according to
34
COLGENEOPLG, A fresh service provp rdded its bechmiedans to those
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glrendy in the Sculh Pecific vhen the 321st alr fervicee Group reached

Pellilule cay, Ispiritu Santo on 25 June 1943, Tewe the 321ct set up
and opersied an Alr lervice Ceater for the maintenarnce and ewply of all
£ix

Tnirteenth / force uniic on Jepiritu Sapbto, and il provided rerscnnel and
equipnent for the operation of Pekoa Fizld, Tub rot tefore it hoo ruifered
torovgh the cane lundiceps ilch Lac affected the 79l Group six wonths

35
earlier,
srrivel o bie 20t Crounm vis rot expecied, mud the residt oms
conziderarle exeltenent on Lepirifu Santo. Cnee sgpin the cervice units
vere wul astore frew thelr drasnsport vithout rest of their equiprent; they
lacked rroper vorkirvg tools wod thelr recard rovescnbte had been of such a
natiure Lhal abt Lhe time they zurited at the ieland they conié ol even
36

deberiive vlere their sbocks o locuied. Aorgrently a part of ibe
equipm nb was carried back e b Uniked Steles in the hold of tra Zrazili:s
wo wonbever b gouse of the ghorn pe, the syoup wos foreed bo operabe
Tor three renbhe wilh whatever tools dve pereonnel Led heen & le to curry
sehore, beg “roa the LO0th Serviee Lguwiron, ov guin Yy turter dth the
Teval dviction Dupply wwer ot Follikuleo 3uy. Snd onge vpdn 3t s
neceisury for the frained lechniclance to conchruet B ir Living guerters
fron ownmdge, silvoged raterisls, wnd vnatever Jiems could be bepged or
borrowsd. The resuit tas jrnevitsble. The weun wag unable ho accomplish
Sr Pirgt riscion, wlich wes to rrovide relief for the Z9th

37

alr fervice Oroup ws wee lavber ovid on up Lo Guaieleanal, Oul Cespite

el ecbively 1

L1l alffdeultice, Ty L duly the VIII Zir Foree Zervice Commend weg ready

for operaliong el ils heafoverters on Ispiritu Santo. Herceforth all
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natiers formerly hundled uy S08 would now pass directly to Colenel
38
MeGoy's orgenizetion.

Fan B RE =G

from the teginmirg it was evident ibat in the South Pecific ares
e rission of the XIIT fertvies Cornand would be much brosder than was
norrgl for simdilar orpanizations in a formerd rrea teesuse of the close
operaticnal relationships with other services, In addition to the usual
reguirenent that it procure all classes of HAF surnlies, irelvding air-
creft fron ibe meirlend, wrd that 3t establish supply depots on all the
South Faelfle bases, there .cre the derands of the lew esland squadrons
in the Solomens, end those of farine and navsl wmils. aAecordingly, the
comrand wegs tos (1) precure and issue in accordarce with lend-lense proe-
visious all classes of »AF cupplies to the LN AF in the .outh Pacific;
and (2) procw e snd distritute iorts and amwnition for all land-bazed
sircraft in the South Facifie, ineludirg lirine, Navy, snd RNZSF, PFurther-
more, it was to provide facilities for maintenarce, repair, and rodifieation,
irelvdiog a depot for fourth echelen work on New Caledonis, to operate
eirdromus, provide cormenders for the bases, construct and maintsin
girstrips and iostallations, and maintain air transport operations ine
cluding medicsl alr evacuation in the South Paeifie in conjunetion with
Verine wir lrernspord units.39 411l this was a large order, and it placed
vpon the service units g very l-eavy burden, bul ereation of the new command
elowly rade porsible an izproved intepration of the effort of the widely
scabtered groups end squadrons. On o June Generzl Harmon issued a

directive in an atbempt to clarify the responsibilities of the leoeal

island base comnanders with respect to adminigtrative and operational

—
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contrel over the scabtered units of the Thirteenth fir Force, a directive
which tended to free the service comrand units from administrative control
of the local lsland alr commands.éo Eenceforth all AsF units and Asgociated
Lrms and Services operating under the XITI Air Force Service Commanc would
be directly under the contrel of thet command, submitting all adninistrative
matters direetly to Colenel lieGoyls effice.ﬂl

Under the former syskem it had ieen difficult for a service group to
raintain close contect even with its own squalrons. For example, at each
of the four majer air beses on New Caledonia il was necessary for units of
the (th Air Service Group te waintain smell air force supply instellations.
The 45th Service Squadron was el lagenta; persoanel from the é5th, 7lst,
and 38th Service Sguadrons were at the Tonlouls Alr Dese; the 33th Service
Squasron was et Oua Tomy the Tist Service Squadron wes at Flaines des
Galoes; and a«Gditional personnel vere scattered over the length of the
island, A4b ecch buse it was necesgary to route 311 corresrondence from
squadron or corpany throvgh the buse to the group, a situsiion which Jee
proved after activation of the XIIX Service Commund evern though it was
not entirely eliminated on all islands.ék To eccomplicete this problem of
sdministrrtion, the corrand chinmels on New Caledenia were confucing, con-
sisting of six different comnsndss I Isianu Air Gomrend, United States
Army Forces in the South Facific irea (USAFISPs), South Pacific Force,
and t'e Air Center Commander for allocation of aress for air; SO0 units,
and fasc Service Cormmands fov supply.és Fortunstely there wes some
dimirution in the widespread nractice of diverting the service units from

Lh
their primary function to secondary tasks requiring lees skilled menpower.
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pul the mejor problems remained; the six sirdrome sousdrons had not yet arrived,
&1l alem; the line 1he ery of the using units was for more rarte, and the
service organizaticns of the new comrand were well svare of the peavy load they
carried.éS

The requiremenis of comhet often created & need far items which were rot
av.ilable to k- ep vlanes in the air. For exanple, in June the 390th Borrardment
Squaron (V) ot Carney Field on Guadaleanal reported a shortage of B-25 parts,
with no pew tires svallable, Strey shots due to comvaratively mild snemy
agction vould deflate the tires, resultin- in the grounding of the medium bonters
for long pericds of time when otherwise they were in perfect operational stetus
and ready for inmediate combat.éé Heavy hombers wanted engines, instruments,
chd verious pverts; fignters were without special tools, and special items wore
reeded b a1l levels.47

ihe fact that an apalysls of the records left by the using units within
the Thirteenth Alr Force would indicste a consistent complaint overthe lack
of supply uwoes not mesn that no rachinery. existed to keep the lines open to
the forwerd are's. Line theater was the Havy's, with numercus subordinate units
of several services wnler lalsey's control; in recognitien of the need for
bringing btogebher {he services in the wvarious theaters, in Mereh 1943 Admiral
King issucd a Dbisic logistical plan governing the supply of areas invelving
joint srmy end havy operations.AS The core of the plan was simplet it was to
ingure ccordinated loristical effort in each area where wnity of comrand had

been established, and to achieve effective utilizetion of supplies and ship-

ping. Two months later, in accordance with Admiral King's directive, Falsey
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wes clfieienl ubilizsbion of Torsown ¢l, smiip.ent, supoili-s, fesilities,
Shiemins, ord obhar rorvises of the Jroyoend Mgy, ireludinr flect re-
culrerorbs and eivilien shippin: sgeco. To r-eorplish these .sosls he

. pemoinzel £ beore) sonuisbin- or tite followinst: cormender werviee unuelron,
Louth Fecific Foree {eleirnen); Comusudin- femrrel, wrrvi.es of lurily,
Seuth Preifie (ropresecovine 00 C_L0#%)s Conmenler Fleet Alr, scurosn
(roprosentine CCLIRSCPIC)s sne Y Comendinmg Zencrrl, Supply vervice,
Fireh Dmrine ‘fmehivicus Corms (repee.entio: B Uorercing Jenerel, Iirst

e
serairs arnphibieus JOTTS e This wrng Bhe erowmizrticn nhich thecretically
recolve) Jiif pences betveen the services, rlloeated the shippiv; spece
within the dlslend thoetery rxd sogeditcs the mover ent of essentisl itens
o N

rorllwerd into the fomvird rrorce Tut 2t sore point elon; the line betireen

the proliciny ecnlors in the United tetes ond th~ coco-lo: banlors of .'unue,
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trare w re obotrelon s seintenrpnee of a flow of nerts rersrded
15 sobisfresory b bhe uoin- unlt se
Jren the f20 service Sounlron smner Lookbe Johm Te felinney nowved up
o Durdalesnsl on 1 Toreh, ib anbere . rn rree Gven mors [rimibive thon
the ore i hed Iclt on opiribue CGnoe s-rlin 1t hed to comstrust o cump

yithoat £ susuly of neils or screen wire for certenin; ibe tonits, or withoub
52
en rdoquste surply of w<ter pipe, clectricsl fizbures, or shower hesds.
Yot foar aers eDber the wnibs rredived, s privitive cemp sres end chops were
recoys cud s bk han. toals only, ricchenics bessm work on the ceeklos of
. damszed end <rounded slane, wnich hed recwmdotsl during the months of

Veoorbor, Jenasyy, snd . obrusry when no servicc sguedron wee on the islend,

end on the frechly dememed pler.s cordnn in
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irom their missions. No proper ares was avai’able, making it necessary
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to perform maintenance on the strip itself, rlthough the Seabees were
persuzced to haul in a few loads of pravel so that seversl smsll shops
could ke erected. ¥From March through June, when two additional service
squzorons arrived cn Gnadsleanal, the enginecering section of the 824
paiched and repuired, nlways under the hendicep of enemy night bombing
which not only cut deeply into the opportunity for sleep and rest, but on
oceasion added to the numbaer of alreraft io be repaired. after the dis-
astrous saildeck of 23 larch, no less then 14 planes were turned over to
the squadron for third ani fourth echelon repeirs, yet by nightfall four
B=24's had been restored to flying condition.53

In the beginring, supply uctivities on Guadslcenal were limited, in
fect the incoming flow of parts was nesrly nonexistent and the rain source
of surply wag the salvape of wrecked zireraft., Prior to the arrival of the
82d, the using crgunirations had follewed the practice of submitbing theinr
cvm reguisitione to the cepot, a policy which in some cases caused con=
fusion down at fonteuts due Lo the incomplete menner of making out the
requests, bhow fron bwo treilers and three nyranidel tents, the 32d Service
Sguaaron inilroduced the first evidence of orpanized supply to Lenderson
Field, taking steps to esbublish lhe supriy seclion as the sole reguisition-
ing ageticy for the 13Lh Air Depot and drewing upon the Navy ana Marine stocks
in orcer to avold the long delays of proper chennels.sa For even afier the
supply probler was vell In hand on the island lhere was still a long delay
in contacting New Caledonim, Becavze of inafequate commmnicetion faeilities,

requisitions sometimes rejqiired twe weeks to reach the 13th Air Devot at
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Tonlcula, snd anotier menth might pass before.aniion copies retuyned, with
the result Lhat in nemy cuses survlies were received zhead of the .ction
copier of the requisition:.}5

Shortly wi’ter the retivabtion of the sgervice command it becune
spparent thet & more subelontiel cupply wnil was reeded in the forwsrd areas
petuslly two alr depots would be necessary for the efficlent opsration of
the Thirteenth sir Torce. Sectuse of lack of ctorege Mtcilities, et first
all reouwieltions on the depol vere Tor immedizie reguirements only, buk
in preperation for the Lunda compuign, in Ly a survey was initizted by
the 26th idr Zervice Ggoub to egheblish a 30 duys' requirement for combat
units on Guadalcanal.s hs soon ns nossible a small dvance depot with
personnel wnl eguipment drawm from ihe 13th Depot Group was gent forward
to Guadalcunal, where it wus coribined - ith the 2oth Depot Supply Seuadron.
Criginelly this advance depot drew the mejor porition of its rupplies frox
the Tontoubz depeb Tul after 1 Jenuery 1944 it begen to suimit its requi-
sitions directly to the Pacific Oversess Alr Service Command, Tecoming
for practical purpeses an orercting unit 1esponcible for the requisitionirg,
storage, and issue of all clusses of AuF technlcal %unnlles.Sq But even
this system had its hazards; the United States vould often send oul the
wrong vart, owing to the lack oﬁ;iomplete and current set of Techniecal
Orcers and Stock Lists on Guadalesnal. |

“hen the 38th Air Fngineering Cquadron moved to Gusdalcanal esrly
in surust, it quickly established a surply section at Fighter Ho. 2.

Tere it erdered directly from the 13th Air Depot, which filled g1l requie-

sitione prompily and by sir shipment. The secbion was concerned solely
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with lighter aireraft, providing varts nol ¢sly for thoce tesed on Guadaleanal
btut also for the plenes operating from advence bases Teriher up the Solomons.59

Everywhere it wes a cuse of adapbinge new techniques to the ecnditions

. in the arez. DIown on Espiritu Santo the J0th Service Squedron had remeined
behind tr gervice the heavy torfrers based on thet isiand. There the
nechanies faced & di{‘f‘%ren‘r; prebler fror that presented In the training
plimge ob Horris Field.uo hegulurly the B-17%s were returning bLedly shot
up frea their strikes, bub ilere couls e no theught of eleering un area
in the jungles and groves wherc the volenes might be rvepaired. If they could
not be breught to the mechanics, then mechsnies and equipment must go to
the tunkers where the dameged aircraft were parked. The solubtion lay in
mobllity-~and ingenuity. Four 2 1/2«ton trucks with power take-off winches
each were equipped with an air compressor, a C-1B electric power plant,
and 11 mechanicls tool kits. Ko C-2 wrecker was available, so a fifth
2 1/2-tonner was convrrted into & hoisting truck capaeble of Lifting
4,000 pounds to a height of 17 feet, In addition three 1/i~ton trailers
were fitted wibh power plants «nd compressors, and with all this eoulpment
the sousdron achieved mobility,

Repalr trucks carrying entire repair crev aseved to the burkers, vhere
with the aid of Lloedlighis they laziored -g long as 1o hours caily, balb-
ang ondy for weads, snc al one time Lhe squadren had 13 F=17fs under
sluultareous repzir. C.er z rerind of six rordhs, the Z0th fervice Luuade

. ren performed third schelon main!snexee on 11 sircreft, most of which were
bombery, wilhou! Lerelil of s henges or any sirilsr sheller. and it was

the mochiniets of thds sgusdron who, with no 1ore equipment than that
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curried their machine~shop trailer, performed the initial Be24 bombe
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rack modificatlion, doubliny lhe number of bomb stations from 20 to 40.
Every L£ifth day this sncll erev turned oub a 3-24 with the new racks com-
pletely instelled. Vhen "["asdeme-X, ' g 3-17 with a fine combei record and
the squadron's first repsir job, vent down over Dougainville the mez who
bad revalred her folt ws i they bat loct & rork of treir own unit, *

Improvication emd co.ething which for lack of & vetter lerm might
te laleled native cngireering s¥ill helped nipntily Lo overcome the handi-
cap of luck of peris. Tcols whieh vere evilorized and not supwlied were
made on the spob from stianse scurces) a brake-driom lathe was desimned
end produced locally, 9C-mm. cariridge cases became mufflers, mechinical
refrizerators were manufecbured, and power hoists were produced for bomb-

(2
serviee trucks, —ven dovn in Mew Caledonie at Tontouts, cloge to the
source of sunnly, vhere the 5-250's end D's were heing modified as low-
level strofers, improvisation was the normal vrocedure, On 22 January
1943, 50 nen and bhree wobdle repair wmits of bhe 7lst Service Squedron,
&th Service Group had gone to Terbouta o work on B=I4ifs, and to modify
the /24 Group's D=25%s for str:fing, by lhe installation of eipht Torwarde
firing 50-cal, machine gunsj and in rebruary the Engineering Dg;artment
L

of the 15th Air Lerot Group initiated this large-sceals propram,

It was a moct ambitlous und leng~tsrm project, bub in its earlier
slapes the work wag, in the judgmeni of & Novrth American Airersft Comnany

field reprecentztive, “more or les- revage.” Lucking materlals, the sheet

metal worlkers went Lo any nossible source, LWith » toreh they cub up truek
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beds to obtsin sheet steel for gun mounts, welding thenm together and
veabing or fistening them on with Talling wire. somb-bay controls had

to Ye lmprovised since lhe ctraling modificaticn required removal of all
original eelle controlz, leading the s instesd to the pilot's compartment
where they were Lo be opersted by Lhe co-nilot., The solunlion was a series
of rods arJ hell cranks rumning aft through the rewipator's compartment
into the bomb Loy, an arrongement vhich was rechanically imperfect and
caused much trouble both to ingtall and to maintein., Dut it was the
guickest riethod to st the planen into the air, and ty 10 July, 36 3-25's
had been modified to carry a totsl of 14 guns.VA

Bsr 1 July lrhe YXIT Service Command was s fwebloning unit, yet on
Lhe very rext day Geneyzl karshall proposed to CONGERSOPAC a plan by which
all Trirteemth Adlr Force fowrih echelon supply ond meintenance would be
trancferred to a base depot at Townsville in sustralia as soon as the
depot could e wode ready. 4s justification for the move he citea the
shivping sibusticn, lack of suiteble harbor fancilibles, proximity of
evenbusl lines of commundeation of the two Pacific thealers, and perhaps
nost copent, the economy of effort, althgugh he explained to Harmon thatl
15th Depot personnel would rot be moved. ’

Harronls re ction was nepotive and exrlieit, OCsategorically he listed
the reasons thet such a2 rmove should not he mede, The current tactical
situation was eriticnl, too eritiecal to shift from "an adequate and
repldly improving eir service orpanization lo one whose gervice to this
ares is guestionable,' And past experience in Sealing with service ac-

f
tivities outside bhls conmens had not been entirely S&'bi.Sf&(‘ﬁOT‘}‘- .,'b

raiehing shipping facilities w-re now "reasonatly satisfactory";he under-

stood that the Navy wes obtaining sdditionel water trarsportation to

Fucilitute t}e i‘orwarn novement of zwiatien surnlies, and the mrrival

T smmme— | 0 12
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of the two fresh lroop carrier squadrons currenbly en roube would insure
repid dictribution to combat units, Harbor facilitlcs in the reer avess
were aprrozcling adejuscy ahd he pointed to the Navy's elshorste suprly
bages which would tend to hold shinping in the ares as long a&s air
operations centinued, His rajor fesr wes thal the cerefully rurtured
supply system would be upset prior to the Dougainville and Fabaul opera-
tlong; the 13th Alr Depot was now & goirig concern--let it continue,
Thirty engines had come off the overhaul line, a large shock of parts was
on hard, ard the 36 B-&5's had been modified with practically ail non-
standerd perts favricater lecally. 4And in sny case COWGERSOPAC felt
that the plan violated the principle of command control of the means
vailﬂhle.07
Ceneral Arneld resd the objections, then persisted in his efforts

to overcome ther. IHe gssured Harmon that there was no intentien of
transferring oul of the Thirteenth Lir Foree any facilitles or personnel
for engine overbtaul watil such time us tectiesd coperstions permitted and
Australian Tuellities were ready. "t ot the same time he canticned
that in order Lo vernit esxmansion of the 5th 4Air Force Tase Devot dn
zeecordence with the plan, Harron should not enlarge his rear bese fourth
echelon overhaul and sunply installations beyond current requirements.,
From washivglon, General Arnold saw o merging of the lines of commmica-
tion to the two soutbern Pacific alr ferces, while the line northward
was greatly extendedi therefore lie ordered Harrmon to cooperate zith the
Fifth Alr Force tcinsugurete the plan as sooh "as pracihicable,” °

Here then was & threat Lo cne of the bagie components in the supply

gtrueture vhich Hormon, preene, mng VeCoy had constructed, ene which
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as direchted, Colonel I'cCoy went over to Austrelis to zound out the V

:-.l
-1
O

Air Force fervice Gommand offilcers. On onepoint both sides agreoed-eit
wes not pricileable presently to carry oul the vlen beceuse of the lack
of transportation facllities, the distances involved, ané the resultant
loss of tire in completing each itranssction. Therefore instead of follow-
ing the originel concept directed by ¥Washington, the two air foreces would
continue their existling "elose ceooperation,” in which the Fifth would aid
the Thirteenth in every way vossible by furnishing the latterts requirements
from stock or with parts nenufoctured locelly. The conference reconmended
thet & liaison cfficer from the South Taciflie be placed on duty with the
Fifth, tut that veg all; no furtler action wguld be taken until the tzecti-
cel situation permitted lhe proposed chenge. i

In virorcusly defending his supply sysitem, Cereral Hermon had commit-
ted bimself 4o no extrevagent claims. Things vere going resconably well;
he saw good prosgpects for improvement. ©But a major chare of reenonsibility
for albainment of pronpt movement within the theater rested in the aveila-
bllity of surface shipping, both to the treater and within it. When
gueried as to the average lepse of time between the dispatch of emergency
redio requisitions and receipt of curplies or parts from Haweil end from
the meinlend, Generel Twining reported 12 days by air from Hevall if
space wiere tvailable, otherwise vo estimete could te suggpested inasmuch
g5 there ves no regulsr water servicobetween . avail and the South Peclifilc,
From the mainland the tolsl alir delivery time woudd averazge 2C days when

space was zvailsble, but often i1 was not, whiel meant thei the narts
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would o by waler, cesting an average clapsed time o 60 fays from the
dete of the initial request.70 This of course was unsatisfectory to
tre Thirteenth 4ir Foree cormender, who aseribed 3t to unnecessary
delay caused by the backlog of work at the Fawaiian Air Lepot, and to
the lack of direct shipment, thus necessiteting delay in transshipment
of supplies frcu the rear port of entry to the forward aress. But in
general, Twining felt that the fliow of supplies to the thester satis-
fied his requirerents within suthorized sllewances when the ordered
items vere aveilsble in Lhe United States.7l

However satisfactory the comranding general might consider the
situation Lo be, using orgenirations on tre line found continuous gaps
in their suprly bins., In many units it frenuently required rot 60 days
but six months to complete the shipment of a requisitioned part, even
sfler the item had resched the theaters and when much later in the
campalign 1t became recessary io fly squadrens to a new proint, leaving
behind thelr organizationsl equipment until rerocement could be urovidgﬁ
at the new base, they were foreed to operato without their basic tocls, ?
The supply of rarts for 4iF epecial purpose vehicles such as Cletraes,
autoesr truek ireotors awd fuel servicing trallers never was «deauates
nellber was their first echelon raintensnce, for seldom were trey even
1uhricated¢73 In fact it was lster charged from the field that those
respenslble for providing parts for iir Corps, Ordnance, Engineering,
Slgrel, and Themieal warfere speciil purpose vehicles and equiprent

Yhad eitier enm mmbounded fuith in the ruggedness and dorsbiliiy of their

equipment, exireve confidence in Crdrence meintenance, or reriaps just a
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profound belief in Santa Claus,!
But the combat units--above all, those sguadrons still carrying on
with the old B~17's--felt the shortages most keenly during the first
half of 1943, In April the 394th Bombardment Squadron (H), reporting
on the eritical shortage of replacement engines, stated that 20 per
cent of its total strength was grounded for this cause, while for those
planes stil1l flying the inadeguate supply of instruments created a
75

definite hazard, The 72d Bombardment Sguadron indicaied similar
parts shortages, as did the 23d and 3lst Bombhrdment Squadrons, In -
the 23d no parts were available for automatic flight control equipment,
a shortage which had rendered inoperative most of the sets in the squad=
ronfs planes., Spark plugs recommended for use in the R-1820-65 engines
were not always available, making it necessary to install other types
unsuited for the engines then operating at low altitudes, with less than
satisfactory and sometimes dangerous results.76 Obsolete radar equip-
ment in the 31st Squadronts planes caused failure of some missions; gun
sights were needed, as were turret parts, maintenance tools, tail-wheel
assemblies, cylinder heads and pistons, and improved flares for night
attacks on shipping.77

The critical problem lay in the shortage of engines, The 23d
Squadron was operating with a supply of engines which only recently
had been overhauled in Brisbane, but whose performance was highly un-
satisfactory, In one plane on Espiritu Santo the Mo, 3 engine was
replaced four times in two weeks, v:hi.le the squadronts forward echelon
vp on Guadsleanal found that several of its Australian engines froze

up during their ground test run prior to the test flight; they had

Mabsolutely failed to stand up, even for normal :t'light condit:.ons‘ 78
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paint, lucite, and plexiglass,

Another serious 4ifficvlty arose in connection with the failure of
the meinland depots to forwerd an adenuaie and timely supply of Techmicsl
Oréers. ey model aireraft inveriubly were Iitited with numerous parts
and vecegsories which werc not interehanpgealle with esimilar ilore on the
older iype of plants, Tnveriably, toe, these nev tyves arrived well
zhezd of the parte supply resuvired Lo sustain them or Techniecsl Crders
to explain how to operate end reintein them. The result was delayed
repaire and ingbility on tre vart of ihe supply cections to order the
correct parbts, a Taelor very iroublesome in courection with redar equipe

&z
rent,, vhere techriiecal advence procecced at a rapid rale,

an importeni faector contribuling to ile general shortazge of suoply
was lhe type of shippirg econiainers end crating veed by the depots in
the Upiied States, Cardboard vas selisfeclory for use in a temperate
eliwale, but in the trepies it caused many ileme to crrive damaged, po-
tentially in a repairalle condition tub so corroded by nodsture s to Te
Teyond econonleal repaldr; and jecnuge of exposure a significant percent-

3,
are of surplies was unserviceable upon arrivel, ’ Selfmgealing fuel
tenlts, shipped in enell erestes, often arrived bodly denmbed, and it was
necessary to setd cub a faciory representative to insiruel persennel in
the ieelnique of rerairing lhem. ‘hen these tenks nesxt were shinved in
cardbeard borce, the contsiners would Teccue webh and th  lanlke would
bend, Vhen Divglly plywood boxes lined with iler raper were adopled,

Lbhe trouble was mended, Dul the difficulty in rhirping belly lanke for

Lbe fighler:, wiich oripireily were szent out packed in frame crates if-

i ]
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stead of solid Doxes,was not solved., Ofien these tanks wonld be
receivec “prebiy well creased” or with holes punched in them, necessi-
tating spot velding.g4

Ergdnes wove & problem, sinee the ever-present hunidity could not
be excluded from ike containers. Some of ihem cume in seal-ticht cellow
rhane wrapners, tut even these permitied rust to develop in eylinder
wadls, which meant tnat the revvire personnel had io tear down the
engines, then clean and pickle thenm all over again. At advance bases
ruch vime »us Lozt Sve bo lack of boxes suiteble for the return of
repairable ilems, parliculaxly for airecraft cngines; neither crates
nor lumber were avalluble, with the result that during peak operations
it was frequently wecessary to ship engines on surface vessels while
nownled on cradles.8 & reguest to Patterson field to remedy this situa~
ticn by bhe chipment of engire botes and crates hed pone in late in
dugust, but it wzs impogsible to rchedule shiprient before 1 OOtober.86

4 peculiar Jiflevdty vas presented by the cctivity of the Thirteenth
&ir Force engineer unite, whose svpply wes judped to be less satisfactory
than that of eny czervice wmit irvelved in the Solomons carpaign. 211
gix of the engineer avimtion bebtialions arrived at their stations without
thelr equipment, thereby placinr themselves under handieap, tut there-
after they were plagued by a continuing shortage of construeticon
materials, For supply they drew upon the basze engineer depots, normally
operated ty greund forces, znd thege Yseemol tnwillirng to accept re- )
sponsibility for adecuately providirg AAF units with ecsential supplies.“b7

Contrelled vy ground infantry divisicns, these depots often were frozen

e 1-»%""«' ‘{l“
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when the Givision, or a parl tiereof, vas alerted Tor a new forward
moverent, & meried which might coincide with Lhe arriv-1 of an A4F
unil coming in bo set up mew instedlatiens for air orgsnizations and
henice In urgent need of construction materials.88

The air cervice groups suffered from the lack of all iypes of
engiveer support, AL Esplritu Szoto engineer supplies were controlled
by the Islond Corwand in such a restrichive manner as to meke procures
nent practicelly lupossible. .5 & direct consequence, the 321st
Service Group was forced to tzke domn trees aleng the taxdwsys hy
using inmesperienced personrel znd equipment which properly helonged
in the third echelen shops. UVavel Seabee units often lent or donated
equipment not oblainsble from the enpineer battalicn, and if the ser-
vice groups rrocured 1u ber in the forvard avess, it vas eitter from
the lavy or by varicus unorthodex and private deals, And so 1t was
with the 2%th Alr Service Group on Egviritu Santo. Besic items for
construction such as lurter, neils, cewend, electric wire, light bulbs,
rire, and many other essentlsls were "practicslly non-existent® for 4ir
Corps units. There sas lurber on the islund, tut the service proups were
nel considered when priorilies were assigned for ils use; they could not

1 i

rrocure any freom Lrmy soower . o 37 L o ¢ To-dqpiin Zanto the 29th

secured its suprlies lreo ohe Moy, 21 ¥ Teter on Nunda, and wilhe

o
out difflculty on eitker islund,
On Guadalcanal there never were sufficient Clsss IV engineer
surplies %o carry on the construction required, despite the fact that

4
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the Navy hed issued considersble ousntilies of materials to Army units
and sizesble amounts were flown in from New Caledonie, Yhatever the
cauge, the sghortapre culickly compounded snd made dtself felt all along

. the line. For example, when lhe &th Alr Service Group moved wp to
Guadelcanal on 3 July, Army engineers had failed to furnish ecuipment;
heree it was necessary to clear the junpgle from the selected campsites
by hand., Because of Lh dengeness of growth, the task required more than
30 days, during which time many men were hospilalized as a result of
gkin polsgoning frem contact with the brees.gl

A growing need for intransit depots developed zs the forces of

operations swang northwestward. Lz early as fwgust the 13th Alr Denot
recognized the problen, requesting Tables of Orgenization and information
on the ectoblishrent of .n Intransgit depot, tut little formel authoriza-
tien for such units existed.gz An AAY Intrancit depot was needad at each
base zo goon zs the First AAF unite arrived. Cne wag establiched at
Guadaleanal bubt hecause ite personnel, who locked trnining for the task,
end its eguipment were drawn {ror the already overburdened air depots
and service grovrs, efficiency of the depol vas less than satisfactory.
Fven on Esniritu Santo svpplice suffered damage for lzck of mndeguste stor-
age inctallstions. No provision had heen made for equipment ecsential
for constructicn of the necessary buildings and sheps, thus costing
the 321et Serviee Group velusble time which it mignt otherwise hove

. given ko servieing tectical units.%

Fecause of inscecuabe storape facilities and the lengthy nrocess

necess.ry to unlead ships in the forward areas, huge stocks of equip-

ment and supplies were ruined. lalerials lay correding along the

A
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vater front or beach arcas; half-opened c:se: vere an invitation to
vessers=bvy who could reud the stenciled descripticn of the contents
on the cutride of each to., =nd the result was a high rate of pilfer-
age.gh

Even vhere servire units had establighed proper adr Corps supply
ingtellations, they were rarely vermitted to operate them withoul inter-
Terence. Technically trained persormel wers ruiled away to clear arens,

Lougles

erect warehouses, censbrustj}%iiiiiies, and o join whatever constructe
ion and drainage detalls v telleved necessary by localeres cormsnders,
The result vwas hapheszard installations due to inexperience of the
persontel, en’ overerowding of property classes in iir Corpe supply.
Service groups gnd thelr subordinate units never had enough men to
meintain a surply scetion properly. From 25 to 40 men would be assigned
to supply verk, bul rarely was a full cormplement available; ¥P, =zuard
culy, or the vageries of local commanders kepl the skililed techniecal
enlisted men insulsted from their primery function.gﬁ

Lot 811 of lhe shorteomings could e chzrged to lack of transporty
in part they cculd be luld to inherent inflexibility in the entire Army
organi: ation and, in the este of persomnel, to the fauel that the United
States did wmot have available a sufficient vedy of treined personnel to
meeb the needs of every theater in the globnl war., Not every continreucy
could te foreseen., Tawles of Orgenizebion and Fquiprent (2/0's and T/E!s)

often failed tc meel the reguirements of Couth Pacific operations where

conditions could change very rapidly, =nd vhere the originel basic

R ""\Sa‘:i“fn‘r"z**i
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authorizatiou§ either fell shkort of need or included ltems useless in
Ghe tropics.go To the supply men "throughoul the eniire campalgn es-
tablished regulations and procedures made 1t so involved and difficult
to zultorize equlpment needed over D sic allowances that some operatliors
were hampered.” They found it Yan utter waste of time® to swirdit ypro-
posed T/0's and T/E's to ihs Tar Departrent becsuse by the tine the
reguest had Leen approved and returped to the Lhester, an entlirely
dilfereai wolien var being encountered.97

For meny Tun blons the tebles fell short: the: did not nrovide for
gdequale refveling equivment or for sufficient vmerscnnel io operste the
avietion gus tarnk farms zrd Sren rbooire, oo vetadled to thils work from
otrer organiration: .ere nobt ipelined to assume too ruch resvonasibility
teceuse they f'ell they were working on an off-color task offering sligit
opporbunity for promotion. +‘hen there vas the difficuliy caused by
location of the tark fzrms and drum dumps. Invarisbly these were lo-
cated in inaccesrible ~r~ » et U7, wcor FecTor Tozqo s that some
of Lhe refueling equlipment was unaile to resch the dump, overticolarly
during the rainy seuson. The allolted Z00=gzilon 4=24 gusoline trailer

onkty rarely could Le used ns originally inbended; 1ts low roerd clear rre
e

nede it impossible to Low the unit into the supply noint,

Or appin, turoughoul the esrypaipn fileld 1lirhting ecuipent was ex-
tremely criticsl znd inedequabe, and mich troubvle was encounbered in
pecuring adequate electric wower fer the service groups, Basic tables
gllowed %o the proups a number of soalleepecity gasoline-drivern rener-

ctorsy bhe 13th Alr Depot had in wre slx high-speed 50-kw. seols,
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all zir cooled, and hence they ran too hol in the heat of the trepics,
Cregkdovns were continual," cerdously deleyinc work, znd fluctustions
of current from the C=12 cenerators were so comron thet insiriment re-
peir shops could not "o oper ted satisfactorily. The answer lzy in
hewsler, Diesel=driven equipment.

On 30 Judy the 13th air Ua.pot, reporting thut ite own six machines
would not lost more than &0 6&25, reqrested two 500-kw. or four 250«kw,
Dlesel=povercd s eneritor se’ts.:9 Jut the 250-kw, Diegel culfiis were
not avallztle Yin any recconctle dime." The smaller 100-kw. imchines
woold not be svoilable dn leee than three momths and even they could be
recuisitione’ only by the theater engineer through normal charrels draw-
inc upon the Corps of Engineers. Only the 50-kw, g soline generators
vere on hand in A& steeke and availsi le for irvedizle replacﬁmentoloe
Forturately these eonld be sents ihe 13th Lir Depol prouptly ordered
eight of them plus three for Guadcleanal, whers they were badly needed
For night illuminction of the airfields. In faet f£icld lighting was
regularly "extremely eritical and inadequate," due onee agoin Lo the
low outpul. of the smzll generators and the Trequent hreakdowns. Since
no parts iers availatlie, complete replacement wss the sole solu’c.ion.lol

The inzdevuacy of the originsl allotrent: ccntinued to mske itself
felt in rery vays. Tebles of Crganization and Loniprent hed given the
airdrome sguadrons six A-3 irailere (each of (C0-pallon capacity) for
uge in refueling P-3%'s, tul new fighters had larger tanks, meking the

trellers too srall for the tack, Tgulpment normelly authorized for

FomilT |

-
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Loth the old rervice squadrons and the newer air congireering sguadrons

wap iredeguale to provide for the local manulecture of items which were

needed to hola alrciaft operaticnal snd which ceuld nel e obsained from
102

Lhe local sunply certlers.

Literation of the basic tablez was cumberscme snd so was the problem
of securing an adequate supply of trained persormel for the service command.
Originally either the service units were well trained or they learned of
necersity, but as the cempaim progressed up the Solomons it was noted
that filler and replacemont persomnel fell below the earlier standard,
many individuals arriving untrained, ungualified, and often incorrectly
assigned to & specialty. Former meat cubters were assigned to ordnance
units vhich had no euch tasksj service statlon abtendsnts arrived as auto

103
mechanics, ind to the skilled veterans in the field there geemed
to be no sdeguate mrogram din the United Stabes for training sunply ver-
sormel, So far oo posgibtle Job trainiag wes given, and Genersl Twining
&dvised General nrnold thalt for wll bub key rersomel be could overcene
ihe Inilizl deiiciency in the Lisdd, provided lhe rersonrel were polen-
tlzlly cepable of sassunlny responclbilities commensufate vith th =zssigh=
menl. BSut often six nonths of Praining vere necessary befere & weree

104

bousepan or & stock record clerk could be clossified ne skilled,

The pergonnel provlem was by no mesns confined ic rrocuvement of
able enlicied nens not ell the officers fully understood the functions
of the service groups, and this wae especially true of the ground officers

or those whose prior experience hed been confined to grownd infantry

3 f"id J Vi Lt ‘Z‘i‘i
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troops., The 2Z2lst Lir ferviee Groupr in varticular suffered from this

zetor, erd there is evidence to indicate that its initizl unheppy
reputation was tke produet iu no sxgll pert of the attitude of ite older
. officers, Ien whose sole contact bad Leen with infantry units vere not
altogether able to grasp the fumetion of 8 service group; upon arrival
overses: trey "stillwere of the belief that our organization would march
to pesiticns within small erns fire of the infantry front lines.“los
A1l theve factors contribuvied to the shortage of verts and equip-
rent, and in the view of officers who 1ired through the cempeicn, there
could be zdded to the lict the lock of wlegunbte planning by supply per=
gomnel et unit, jepot, anuv cormand level, Pln proctically every ine-
stenee ihe cause ior an item's Tecoming crilical can be lald to
nechanicel weakness ercountered under field conditions, and the failure
to rwotify tle prover surply apenciss far enough in advance of needs
esused item afler ilen to go on to the eriticel list.“lo6
Fortunalely, during the currer of 1943 the general supply situa-
tion and the murl-er of personnel glowly imprevrd, The six alrdrome
sguadrony all bad reachid the theater in July and, though they were not
alwiys enployed bo thedir own satisfactioq,they rrovided a pool of
skilled Lleelmicisms when the need urose, ty Cetoher, the éth Service
Group had leapfrogged over Guadaleanal from hew Galedoniz, going ashore on
the Russells en the 30th, vhere its primsry tesk was to service the B-25's
. of the /24 Bombardment Giggp (&) and the P-39%s, sn' later the P-33%s, of

the 347th Fighter uroun. Here in the Tussells the supply section of

tre 7let Alr ierviee fguadron drew upon the advanced cepot st Cuadaleansl,

B ] ! -
“SESHRENERATION
b
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ard Lo sceverd oo o bired 1I0Mirend frow the eariier months. Trans-
portation faciliti-c "« . T, <ir rul tater vere excellent, permitting a

enz-br voeTir creine Srer Mvdelernelfs depot, anc since the supply
seebicn & o localeu just oif ihe iaxiiey of the oir etrip arproximately
109
orie mile from the barbor, handling of supplies was reduced to a minimum.
Twen while the Vella Levella operatlon was under —uy, the Tqulb
Pacific comioxders were copsidering moving the focal point of service
activities northward from New Caledonia. oy Qeloker, the gradusl Torward
soveronl o b 1ot adr Uepot surnlv aetivities bad been vlanned, and
sclion hed been teken to divert the major portion of avistion supplies
up Lo Guedalesnsl, where congifier~tlz werelouring rar rvaitable ot Koli
Point. odvance gireraft repair rohivities o tFe 15th Alx Devet were
plaired for Guzosleanal, and envipaent end machine tools for this pur-
110
roee were zeailing shipment from the United Stetes, Trensfer of
engine overhaul facilities from Tontouta fo the Solomons was & more
swlomers matter; in fact, planning for this action was held in abeyance
ja recopnition or bec eriimabed lees of cutput during the move, Fven
under the most favorable conditions with duplicate bousing and shop build~
ings provided prior to the moverent of heavy eculprent, e minimaum delay
in yreduction of /5 feye night be anticipated, ard Earmon regerded the
4 elio L siton tion ar too eritieal te rermit this. However, since the
bl of avisbior surelicc, repsirs, a&nd cerviees of the 13th Alr Depot
wers centined for the heavy borbers, and bhecauce it vas expected lhul

the nojer portion of the heavy-tomber gtrencth would continue to base on

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

LAAFTH~20

Guadelecapal, Haraon propose’ that the depol aetivities be located
on Guadaleanal rabher than the Fussells as proposed by the ﬂavy.lll
The depob finally went in at Carney Field after "tremendous debate
and argument® and over Lhe Navy's objections.llz

Wherev-r possible, all service functions were pushed ahead in
the “olomonsi as the service comgnd units roved forward, an effort
wog rode to have new alroraft shirped ss far forward as rossible,
slthough only Lew Caledonie and Esgpiritu Santo bzd floating cranes
available. Ouadelesnal and the Russells were dependent upon ship
or currier gear for heisting the planes to docks or barges, from
whence the diracceniled airer-ft could bte towed 1o .ssembling points,
Fortunalely there was unlimite’ rozd clearance at both the forward
b&ses.u3

ag the Japarese fell back to the nerth, the service units meved
in behind them. Hesdcuarters of the XIIT 4ir Fo;ggygégaand had been
estublisked on Espiritu Santo in the first half of June; in December
the widts vwere noving to Guadalcanal where new headquarters were open-
&6 on 13 Jaruery 1944, Already on 30 Ochober 1943, the &th Alr Service
Group hed advanced Lo the Russells and in Decenmber, January, and Febru-
ary the 321st Alr Serviee Croup moved in zhead to Hunda.llL

One of the most encouraging and gatisf ctory of all supply opera-
tions in the Sclowons was the establishment of the Unified Ammunition

Supply System, developed by Li, Col., W, ¥, Tinsley., Originally hombs

were piled in upon Guadelcanel's single bomb dump as the result of the

y
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requisiticns sent in by el serviecels own supply representative, there-
oy making it virtvally impossible to megregate Lorbs procured by the
frmy, Ravy, ant the larines. Yet so long ss each service ordered in-
dependently through its orn suprly cherrels, there was conzbant danger
of omissicn or év*?ization; goms iters vere ordered in triplicate,
others Lot et all.lnj To eliminate this confuvzien, Coleorel Tinsley drew
up & plan for coordination of all orders, submitting it to the Navy end
Lerine Corps air commanders on Guadalcunal after he had discussed the
provlem with the ordnance officers of these two zervices, Fe proposed
thut hilz owm office act ag o central clearinchouse for aireraft ammuni-
tion requisitions from all rervices on Gurdaleanal; he would maintain
complobe records to Indieste the amounts on hand, expended, and on ovder
by all services. By local conrent the vropogel was accepled and it went
into operation by mid-llareh 192,

The plan worked well on Guadalcanal. Warine and Navy tactical
units submitted weekly expenditure raporis as did the officer in charge
of the corbined ordnance dumpe, thus enabling Tincley to watch closely
the siatus of the smmunition supply. When certain ilems needed re-
plenishrent, it was possible to contart the ordpance officers of the
othier two services, whereupon each of the three would ord$r6his Propor=
tionate share through his respective supply organization.wl

Early in July Colonel I'eCoy directed Tinsley, who hecame Thirteenth
Air Foree Ordnance Cf{ficer on 1 July, bo prepare to take over all avia-

117
tion orénance suvrply zs of the 15th. Inrediately Tinsley saw the

value of extending the Guadalcenel joint systen throughout the combat

o
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arca. Throws :ovrrzl veelr of careful and lengbhy negotiations, first

with McCoy snd Ywining, then with the senior lavy wnd Harine commarders
in the Soulh Facifiec, the plan wag dlscussed and £inally accepted hy all
services, On 29 bentember 1943, by CO S0PsC directive CONGENSOPLS was
given complete responsibility for determining the requirerents rnecessary
to meet supply levels, and for rrocvrement, distribution, supoly, end
mainbenance of all aireralt ammuniticn used by U, S. and Alliled =ir forces
in the Soulh Pacii’ic.ll8 A Tew daye laier this suthority was pessed on to
the Thirteenth &ir Force, and on 12 Celober was twek with the XITI Air
Force “ervice Gormand where 1% had originated vith Colonel Tinsley.llg
Thus the joint system was spreed over the Sfoubth fzcific vhere it functioned
effectively throurhout the rest of 1973, Guadeleane] heczme the theaterts
prineipal aireraft siummnitien Jepot, directly receiving =211 shipments fer
sboruge or subﬁequenx trensahiprint us reeded or Tor diversior te other
island bases.lho

In getual rraciice it 1as comewhet sagier (¢ rrecure honbs than to
store them, Tor the tropical climsle wss the erenmy of ordénance just as
1t was of rmost oller materlel and of persormel. The damp moist air
thorougidly reneirated resrly ©11 types of explosives; thin cases of scre
types ol bonbs offered ccunly protection against the rust, and rapid de=
terioration was the dnevitable resculit., Unless comsumed within & reason-
able time, btombs would be stecked in the CGride III pile. Yet service
groups lacked ordnance smmunition compenies to vrevide the traired per-
sonnel necessury for efficient operation of the dumps, =nd they could

121
not carry ovt the very frequent inerections recessary. Cepstent rains

r
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pleyed havee with the roade leadins to the koobh dumps, and "il inverianly
rains et the helght of air activities"; Lecause of lhe clhironic lack of
engineering troops Lo maintein the roads, mueh sdditional work wes heaped
. upon the ordnence perscnnel who abier pled teo keep lhe bomb dump roads
1z
pascable at a1l times.,

Lore or less typical was the experlence of the Crir-ice urvly and
I'zintenance Cowpanies (iviation) which meved wup to Guadalewnsl in larch,
July, ond atgust. lenned anu equipned only to maintein and sunply two
enall ready durps, there urile Tueed the task of handling "tremendous
asmounbe” of ammmition snd Lowbs required in the accelersied air activi-
tice; dnstead of minor cumps, lhey now were reguired Lo operste two largs

123

borb dumps gervieing one enbire airfield =b roli. Gul of the two
cowranies cnly 36 mmamition ren snd 2 ofTicers were aveilable %o per-
forn ihe vork norrally assigred Lo en avminiiion company of 180 nen and
6 officers. Eence it becare recessary to dres: wpon cutside help o
nedniein the eteady flow of amsunillon fror the incomirp ships Lo the
bomb boys sni g of Terbers wrd fighters. Tt was done wder the bombs
of the enemy's nighl raiders, in Leuvy raing, withool ndequate equlpnent,
el.d often on o Z4~howr Caily schedulc, but il was dore znd the ren in the

124
bomb dumps recelvrd nothing but high praise for their achievement,

et the shioping situeticn improved, so ¢id the flow of supplies,
though not to the satisforlion of 11l the t-etieal and serviee unils,

. Leny speclalirzed items yeve :lelayesu or completely riled fe¢ rezch the
theater, but alwsys there ierc enocugh parts to heep most of the vlanes

125
in the air, Though thers were not so wany as under ideal conditions,
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serial warfare conducted frow tropieal jungle dslands of the South Pacifie
did vot permit idesl cordilicas., Ih was a reasonzble wssumnbicn that the
eneny vo.5 lacoring under sinilor handicans,.

Inevilably, the quertion nuet ariced how wes supply and maintensnce
s.ceonplished al 21) in the lesn months of the Facific war% The answer
Jey in g coduly suion of Ingenwity, skill, the snplication of brute strength
amd sweat, a telent Lor Juprovie-tion on the part of men whe themselves
vere the prefuects of an industrial, mechznically-minded society, and in
the endursnes of o heavy drain upon the health of ihese men. lNany times
in esergencies AaF units received kelwn fronm the Navy, always more richly
furpisked with equipment than tre fomy, and to a lesser extent there was
help from the Tarines. Bad it rot Ween for local contacts vith Navy per-
corpel, meny units wovld huve Veen without refrl erciors, dce wnits, dump
trucks, Lorleservice trucks, ponloors for heuling vater, plywood Jumber,
paint, plus = long 1ist of additiconal items not obtaiveble frow .xmy

1=
SOUCES e

&5 Lo tle recsens behind the rhordages in the surply bins, the record
ig not yet corplete, 'any of the ciusstive factors have beer indicated;
certainly a rert of the fesult lay in the inmpessibility of Preseeing in
advence under existiog ndlitary orpsnizetion all the exigencies of air
warfare cn remote lsgland buses in & tropleal climete. Ihteme whose lack
raiced sericus handicaps to coperations simply were not produced or pro-
cured in time te ve available vhen needed. Bul Mundanmentelly it is
highly orchable that the source of wuch of the trouhle lay ceep ~dthin

the countryls bosic military orpanization.
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TFE FROBLEN OF PERECGILEL; A RITAL 07 TOHE B-24 VSRCOPERSY

Because of the diversity of services corrilted to the Soulk Paeifie,
it was necegsary for GORECPLC 1o delineate bhe anthority -nd responsibiii-
tles of Army, lavy, snd Yerire forees at each base, sccordingly for the
Lenefit of all subordinete base corranders, carly in 1943 Ealsey re-
stated the conditionms governing cormand within hisg thealer. Unier the
principle of unity ol comvand, the comranding seneral or officer of each
island base conlrolied ell ircops, ull militzry end pavel installations,
and a1l echivibies located at thr hage, though Halsey made it elear that
thigs 4id nol wuthordze z tase corrar v, o coutrol the admiristretion and
¢iceipline of the foreces of another sprvice.l It did, however, permit
each lsland comrunder to employ whenever necescary all versonnel, equip-
nent, zbd maberdel under his conrand in order to develop locel installe-
tione, and it was this provisicn wilch drew the service units away from
their primary tasks.2

The eontrol of sirfields zmd their operation was ancther matier, and
in order to clarily the resronsiniliily for their operation, early in
Lzreh Halsey ouflinea the chaln of comnan6.3 Yo CCMGENSCPAC vwent respon-
eibilily for sumervising the planning and developrent of airfields and
seaplane bases on New Caledonic and in ithe Fiji Islands, which meant

that the island comranders direcily in charge of local constructicn were

under Hermon's penersl supervisicn, To COLIRSOPAC Helzey assigned a
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similar responsibilily, but it applied to Cuadaleansl, Tspiritu Santo,

“fete, and the Damoan group including Funefubl, At esch hese 4Lrmy,
Navy, and erines would pool perrom el and ronstruction faciliiles, al-
though po consiruction of new beses or £ields could be underteken withe
out the rrior approval of CGI"ZSOPHC.4 To eliminete duplication of effort
and insure efficient administration of the verious airfielde, both during
construction an’ after completion, CO.SCPuC ordered the establishment at
each island base of am Air Center Comuand, the rrirery funetion of which
ves ccondivation of 2ll activiiies ai the tuse,* Under the Alr Center
Comranver, each field was placed wrer the corrmand of an officer to whom
weg resigred the following responsibililies: (1) administraticn, assign-
nment, wnd employment of all sviation service uniis rermanently based on
the field; (2) rendition of service to itinersnt smireraft and their crews
(3) surervision of rield cormunications, mzintenance, and securily; (2)

esteblishment of air treffic rules snd the maintenance of air diselnliine;
5

and (5) ectablishment and oreration of emergency rescus fzcilitles.

The comraznding officer of each field or seaplane b se was Yegignated from
tre military service having cognizance over thul field or seaplune tase,
and kis tasks were manifold. He provided Torbs, torpedoss, fuels, and
lubricents; he furnished storuge end shop spaces renuired by the base and
toeticel unife; be provided housing sno messing for s1l transients and
tacticul wnits not Leving these fucllities; he salvaped government property,

&

and he =ssigned dispersal oreas. Fyurthernore operationsl control over all

sexvice units in the base area rested with the Air Center Somnender, and

* See chart, appendix 8.

&.:._E._ iEl! ! “é! i!'“ﬂ”t!!!”i‘
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this included the varicus Navy unite as well as the ~rmy's. Ground echelons
of all avisticn tacticzl unils were ordered, subjeet to the ordere of their
impedjate uril com wnrers, to comply with the instructions of Air Center
and airfield commagders in =1l metlers pertaining to operations of the
respective fields,

Soch was the ocutline of the cciwand structvre in the South Facific,
an orgenization which altered from tire Lo time zs fresh islands were selrzed
from tke Jep, meking it possible to shift lo al control of the beses from
cne service to another, Farly in Leptenber Falgey further added to the
thealer!s comand srrangement by designating three psjor areas along
functionsd lires, =nd ouﬁliﬁing in come detsil the 1line of responsibility

O

within the rorward area., Three areus were cited: the Combet Ares, where-
in uctual contaclt wibth the enemy occwrred; Lle Forward Area, a zone which

a
1

war not the inrediste scene of rajor combet operaticns, oul which wes limble
to attack; and Lhe Hear Area., The Forward Ares COMSCPLAC placed uncer the
over-all command of the Gommznding General of the Forward Area, designated
by himself. 4his area in turn wes divided into island commends, agein
degignated by Palsey, and composed of ussigmed ground, naval, and aviation
elererls urder comrmend of lhe island commander in sccordsnce with the prin-
cirles of unity of command, Kavel elements located within the boundaries
of an island cormand were coumended Ly o havel Base Conmunder. Air Cenlers
were egtablished on certein of the islund commands, and these cenbers were
desigueted as elerents of the beve' Gese, with the Air Center Gomender

9

reporting to the Novol _zse Comsnder.

Copnizsnce over zirfields was transferred from cne servise ic the
+ i -y
RESTRICTE D COTTTTTT
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other 48 the eompmign advanced northward. 3By 20 Octover all the New
fLaledonie flelds excent seaplene buses hed psssed to Aruy eontrol, as
had most of the Fiji beses. Larckona was now uncer the kevy, both Hussells
fields {Surlight and Rensrd) were irry, and on Guadaleanal the 44T operated
Lungs snd Xukun (formerly righters lio, 1 and Ho. 2, respectively), and
Carney and Koli fields. On Lspiriiu Santo only Pekos {Borber No, 2)
rergined under Arry operation.lo

&11 thesge urrangerenis represented an atbempt to coordinaie the
effort of the tlwee U. 5, gerviess involved, in a/dition to the RECAF,
HKow well did it work? On the basis of avallaldle evidence, the judgment
is thai airfield operation in many eases fell far short of ideal. Tt was
improbeble that the pertieipstin: services, each with its own type of
training, doctrine, mnd independant experience, could enter such an arrange=-
ment without some Ifrietion wrising, and withoul perhaps some locs of equip-
rent and perscarel, aceldent rates were revesling., furing July, dugust,
snu Sertemier, cut of 131 wirerufi losses suffered by the Thirteenth Alr
Force, no legs thken 93, or 71 ver cent, cceurred in operational [lights,
end of these 93, a majerity were the result ol wceldents during lendings,
take-offs, taxling, and parking operations., Furt-er unalysis indiecated
Jhet error by persennel censlitubted the primiwy eause of such acci&ents,ll
followed by mechenical failure and feilure of fueilities and services,

Froper operalion of airfields vas of vital imvortance if aceldents
were o be held to & minimum, yet a survey of all the major Sclomons
fields, including Fallilulo and Pekee on Espiritu Santo, indicsted a

e

F
T+ f |!,_
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nusler of defiecienciss. One v Lhe eonfusion as to monagerent, The
local irfield couranfer, desipgvated by the island's iir Serviee Commsnder,
wzs a peor subebibiule for nhis counbervmart in the Tnited States; although
his responsibilities were kresd, he was given ne T/0 or T/E with which
to meet them., Tnstesd, he drew upon netesv v resources lay at hand;y at
some bases nsvel vecsonvel of the CaSU (Corket Aiveraft Service Unit)
were used, at cthers rersonnel of sirdrome sgucdrons keplt the bare allivs,
while at sbill obtheres the Tield wag onerated by a service group. Conse-
anently it vas only by chebee thab on irfield coirander ever had avall-
able pers;gnel viio were traine: and experienced in the opersticn of an
2

airficli, In Fact, the ovidenee is that for the most rart Inexperienced
men overaled the fields; sirveruft mechanics, clerks, lypisis, ccoks, all
Joined in lhe work, ard evep when the airdrome scugdrens arrived they
eltLer lackel the wecessary egulipmenl or were rut to various lebor assign-
nents that prevented them Srom performing ine work for which they had been

12
trained,

L second. ecause of sceidents wagz the henvy overlosding of the nda
Field, 1uere ke daily sver pe of take-offs end avrivals in Uetober was
L0, and where tle nresence of » hill placed a harzard to planes taking
off. Desrife tids Cis-dvenbage, operating perscenrel at Funda were highly
competent «md operaticonal wsceidents were held to a lov point, Further

esuses vere the poor conditlon of the steel rat at Carney and the peculiar-
1y unsbable ajr conditions nb the Rerard strip in the Russells, Carved

oul of & cceonit vlantation, ihis Fenard strip wes nobt level and 1ts

air wag urctable when disturbed hy seversl alreraft landing in rapid

—a
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succession, Then the proximity of several fields afforded dangers;

Navy's Pallikulo Field on Bspiritu Santo was regarded as too close to
Army's Pekoa Field, and on Guadalcanal Lunga and ¥ukum were too close to
N1

Henderson. All these conditions vogether, plus the factor of fatigue
on the part of personnel, complicated smooth operations of the airfields
in the South Pacific.l5 But despite these handicaps, strikes were
mounted, missions were flown, and the Jap was shot out of the air at
a steady rate of approximately five to ones

One type of operation in the Thirteenth Air Force enjoyed immediate
and outstanding success, for the South Pacific area had the distinction
of becoming the first combat laboratory for the application of blind bomb-
ing techniques against enemy surface craft. Research in air-to-surface-
vessels (ASV) radar equipment had received keen attention in Eritain and
the United States even prior to the opening of the war with Japan; the
logical result was the union of ASV search radar with devices transform—
ing it into a bomb-release mechanism which could operate irrespective of
visual sighting of the targst below.16 In the United States the develop-
ment of low.altitude bombardment (IAB) attachments was begun in 1942 by
the Radiation Laboratory of the National Defense Research Council in
cloge collaboration with Cole. Stuart P, Wright, AZF liaison officer
at the laboratory. The device finally adopted, known as the AN/APQ-4,
consisted of a special radar scope for the bombardier, and a computer
unit te transléate the information on the radar scope to the bomb
release controls., In addition it included three standard radar
components, the SCR 7173 search equipment (A3V); the SCR 729 inter-

rogator responsor, and the radio altimeter AN/AN-1 designed for
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precise measurensnl of alitituces hetreen ground level snd 400 Jeet.

Flight teste of this evulpment were cenducied by the Ses Search
Abteck Growp el Eglin Field in eerly 1943; by late ivril Ceneral arnold
informed Genersl Harmen that bhece loghe heo indleated accuracize ab
low . ltitudes comparuble with those oblained by the Forden I=7 sight.
“xplaining Lo COVGELSOPLC the! early in August, 10 B-24's currying the
new equipment would be sent oul ko the Sovih Pacific under the cowrsnd
of Colonel iright, there to remain permanently in the theater, Genersl
srncld Ystrengly urged” Esrren bto eceepb the new planes on a perranent
tasis beceure of the importence ¢f the projcet ani the rinimum delay
invelved in the delivery of the aiveraft, CCIKEISOTHC of cource had to
congicder tiwe cfiechk upon hils net Louwbardmenl effort, since these rianes
were accerted in lieu of normel E=Z.'¢ already commitied to the crea,
bub both Fe and ngcral Trinles concurred ard the plan procesced secord-
in, to sche&ule.lo The provlem ¢f speeisl m2in' enanc. of the rudar equip-
ment was antleipnied; Generel irreld sugpested that steps he taken immedi-
alely to provice depot or subdepot faecilities for the project inssmieh as
it wus to become a permanent adimmet of tie Lonbordment farce.lg

The orlginal schedule of roveuent war clogely followed; 10 Be24DVs,
laden with thedr speoind rader equipreni, left San Frencilseo on 10 ingust,
reaching Carney rield on the 2Zc ab = btinme when it wes convenient to
place them a5 & complete unit in the 394th Temhardment Squs-ron (H) of

the Zth Group. «ll of the specielints, both eivili=n and military, vho

weeonpanden the rroject were vlaced Logether in the same orgsnization,

Two Cuonset huts were erveched snd equipred for r-der ard shop serviee,
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20
and within five days after arrivel tte unilt wes recdy to go.

The 10 crews were & bil apprebensive, nol alovl the Jap bul over the
reception they weuld receive, for they 271 were {yros in combat and their
planes rere lorded witn elescirende gedgets, Tmt the worst they met was
a certain sroust ol skeptieisn, If Cererel Harmon horbored sny nisgivings
over ihe practiesbility of bie nowel ecudpront, he did - oh express them,
Re was open-niiuded, "wvery glad" to heve the unih, and belisved that it
night vrove a valueble force with which to counter the nipght orverations
of the JTokyo Lxprecs then operating hetween Buin and the Central Sclomons,
s well =5 the eremy's berge ‘riflic, which wae "a sost difficult thing
to gtop.! These two could bhe the initiel objieetives. Let the radar crews
try treir hand.zl

They ald at once, opening their rdght carpaim on 27 August when
threec snoopers, ag Lhe new plancs were leocelly ¥nown, made a search up
the Slot to Bougninville, One SB-2/ found = ship, mede two runs, snd pub
a 500-1b, GP borb squsrely on the lorgpet, A& second plane mistook a coral
islend for an snemy vessel-wa ratler common errvor in the first few weeks--
but ot least 4t hit the islend, The third snooper found nothing., Next
right three mord planer were oulj one of them located what its crew hg%iaved
was & CL, tut ite bombs struck no clecer than 40 Teet [rom the stern,

Such wis the pattern., almost nightly the srocpers were out, loaded
with six 500-1b, bombs fitted with 1/10-second-delay nose end tail fuses,
Taking off from Carney Field st varying times Letween 1700 and 2200, thelir

T1izhts would sveraze L1 heurs esch xzs they rangred up the Slot to cover

the shipping lanee leading into the Buin=-Falisl area and to herass the

’*ynﬁﬂﬁmnﬁuﬂlﬂﬂﬂ'?uhasﬂh
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conveys or single ships moving down the east and west cossls of Bougaine
ville.23 Tredr attecks norrally were delivered fror 1,200 to 1,500 feet
and with surprising accuracy., Occasionally they were itracked by enemy
night fighters seeking to protect their shipping, tut contact with these
plares gererally could be avoided by dropping down low over the water;
in fuct, it was very necessery that no contact occur, so poorly defended
were the S5-R4's with neither nose guns nor belly turrets.24

Fach succeeding weekls operations cerved further to substantiate the
clalne rede by Colonel right for bis plenes, which rapidly gained an
oubstardirg reputetion throughout the South Facific, There was some
failure of the equipment, bub ret enough to bamper operations, and tom-
berdier: nlsbook more than one tiny coral islet for z surfice vessel as
they read tie shifbing lires on their rudar scopes. Prom the sereens
land conld be icentified al 75 to 100 miles, berges at 1 miles, DD's
et 20, and large cergo vessels or a lighb crulrer at 35 rniles.25 It
wa.e recessary for bembs to land within 30 feet of the turs , Jor heycnd
that racius no damepe could Le reported; but pracgica sharpened the
techni e und ‘he lish of hibs mounted steadily.g

On 12 Leotember a snooper caught @ surfzced submarine off Bougainville,
nade one run, securedra direct hit and two near misses, then reported the
ginking of the craft.n? But Lthe grestest wchievement was made on the night
of 23 September when no less than eight of bhe planes were dispatched up
the Slot, Six of them made contact though only five attacked, and the

wvXpress was hard hisn that night., an 1ll-ship convoy apparently headed for

Vella Lavella was caughit some 15 mileg north of Cape .lexander, where an
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SB-2/, put tvo direel ﬂltq-bu the ghern of g 1argn VPSSel leaving it
blezing, almost simuldisneonsly o secor vlane eltecking the seme convoy
found a sauire~sterned ship thought to be en aircrafl carrier, and put
two of its three bombs squerely on the targct. An hour later it repeated
the sttack, this ¥ 'me placing 311 of ite remzaining three 500-1h. hombs
on the vessel, whieh was orserved to roll over and sink, S¢3i17 later =
third vlenc o'iacked & chip cast of Kletm, sgein enotting three or four

bombs of lbe lond on the ‘~rget and silencine the heavy AL fire. This

wag an excellent score, altbouri it cost cne 28-24 whicg failed to re-
turn to Curmey; bub the convoy had been turned eround.2

Doth Hermon and bis Fomber Cormznder, Colonel 1'atheny, were highly
plecmed with the performance of the unit whose zdvanee elaims now had
reen proved "absolutely justified," and whore eruipnent thus far had

a0

stood up rexeriably well 1 er the rigors ol nigntly operation, " But
certain problems hed arisen in connection with the rader planes, Very
guickly it was recognized iret becouse of its speciel equipment end the
techniclans ano snare radar parts necessary to operate and maintain it,
tiadls unit was one vhich ild nol it the norral pattern, Ihts rrecence in
the theater reant that the 5th bombardment Croup was reduced to lhree
strike souadrons, sinee the weak armament of the snoopers tLogether with
the necessity for preserving secerecy prohibited hrigading them mlongsice
the B=24D%s in daylight missions. Yet the vnit had come ou* without
any repguler ground echelon, wibh the result thet now there was no squadron
integritys and in order to provide rrover roin!enence, it would he

necessary to zssirn some of the planes te eamch of the existing strike
o

T N B e Lt
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There vas no question then thet it was & hybrid organiza-

squadrons.
ineffective,

30
ticng wnless opnerated at night under svecial conditions it was relatively
useless, end unless it wes rrovided with the mroper nurker of highly
squedron orgeniration

skilled radar wen, its eguiprment soon would hecome

The angwey seemert obvicusi creabe s serarate
ESuck wue Hormon's reovest to Cenersl Arnold less
Tre reply-~from

for Libwequipped D=24's.
than one month after the iniiigl mission had Yo n Flown,
21
On

Generals irncld and Marshall--w:s nepative; it was "absolubely impossiblel
to activate zn s3diticn~1 bomber squadron in the thegter in face of the

fact thet the A4F propram was unable bto sustein eny sdditionel unlts

Ceneral Arnold even complied with

Fevertheless, liarmon mersisted in hWis recuesic ord rained his point,
30 wove ber he wor rrented avthordty to ackivate on 1 Janunry 104/, a new
32

hetvy berlerdment sauadron, the B0olh,
Hoxrmon's request for duel crews for each rlunej Golenel Patheny had noted

33
Finelly on 1 January

Loet the operationel strsin resulting “rom this type of night flying was
Uiraense" and Hormen, in arrenging for the achtivetion of the sgyuadron,

Ite

stressed thre recessity for relieving the crews,
2,

ok
the &{%%h was zchiveted, carrying on roneeforth os s sermarate souairon

directly uvnder the XIIT1 Zom.er Command.
Veanwhile, the orphan wnit had continued te operate with success.

5B-24%s ned sunk or dumgred nunerous enemy wix and merchant vessels--a
They had forced the Jap to place a

During the 10~week perict of opersctions ending 5 Neventer, 111 strike
4 tetal of 9/ rune had prodvced

precige usvessment vas difficult,
night fighter ccver over hie chipping rovewents, and they had furnished

gn slmost irfellible reans” of loesbing nipht convoys and task forees.

lares.

N

micgions hed heer flown by tke v
X )
37 Vet B
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no les .thar 7 Jdireed hite with fhe blind *owbing eondprment, ané 9 more
trains ol bombs were pleced near enocugh to cause meterizl damage; and of
ull the runs mase, resulls were obsorved on 93, which yielded the remarka-
ble figure of Z3.6 per cent direct hiﬁs.Bs

Colonel Matheny pwid high tribute to the night bombers, although he
warne 4 oat the tralning of crews for this type of bombardment invelved
arducus practice in nirht londings wnd take=-ofTs with heavy loads, and
in redsr pilotage. Night instrument flying eould not be overdene, and
all crevs mab be prerared nentally to face very intense light flak from

30

the surfece terpeis,

Zul ac the veeko pessed 1t ves evident that the surply of perts and
proper-reinvencnce of the razdars provided the major rroblems; in faet,
Tor the XIII Service Commerd the £3-2/.7s "spawred tle bippest headuches

o

in surply and maintenance."J7 Jecause the rader wen in the squadron were
the cnly ches seeustored to the equipment, they alene rossessed the necessary
experience, -ith the result that regular service persconrel vere not con-
ridered for nainiensnce of lhe srcorers. Furilermore, the few spare parts
evsilulle were slipred dGirectly from Patterson Field end £ hands-off
policy was established for tho rervice corrand. Surply charrvels to the
United btages opersted on z very inlcrmal bzsis and were difficult to
maintain.3 But vithout guestion the LAR project had proved the [aith of
the men who hud developed it, for records indicgted that, plans for nlane,
ibe LB-24's sank end dameged mere surface erafi st nicht from lov aititude
than 41 the hemvy Vombers ah':ekin, in dayligib. By bareh 1944 the rapid
retreat of ihe Jopanvee and their unwillingness to send shipping into the

Seolomons had resul ed in techmologicsl wnerployrent for the snoopers, and

et tids time Lhev were utlorized to serve ssvethlinders for the high-

L e
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altitude ’c:ac.am'::aers..39 M‘-

Wby

The successes achieved by all the air echelons exacted a price,
not only upon those who went down with their planes, but upon the men
who remained tied to their bases, Warfare for the average citizen soldier
is an unpleasant business even when conducted under the most favorable
circumstances, In the South Pacific, AAF units were committed to a
theater which was exceedingly unkind to men from temperate zones who
entered it to live, fight, and die. The Jap was a deadly enemy, but
never, after the firet few weeks of the 1942 campalgn, could he inflict
upon air and ground crews or service elements anything like the damage
caused by denpue- and malaria~bearing mosquitoes, by bacteria-laden flies
swarming into unscreened mess tents and living quarters, or by the pure
physical exhaustion and boredom of men emplaced for endless months on
islands lying 1,000 to 2,000 miles from the nearest civilized urban
c:em’oea:‘.l*D —

The first unibs to reach the South Pacific in 1942 had hacked out
their own primitive living quarters on Efate and Espiritu Santoj they flew
their missions, ate their C rations, contiracted malaria or d;ang;ue s end
for the most part, patiently awsited relief or improvement of supply.

On New Caledonia conditions of living were somewhat better; it was a
rear area, the center of supply, and inhabited by a permanent, if sparse,
white population, The more or less permanent service units stationed

at Oua Tom, Plaines des Gaiacs , and Tontouta were able to install them=
selves in reasonably adeguate quarters, but it was different on Espiritu

Santo, later on Guadalcanal, and on all the forward bases as the campaign

drove up through the Solomons.
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unils slike very early lueed & . wricus problem in their efforbs to sus-
tedn sorele, wnd rovale wae Oy no euns held ab 8 salirlzelory level,

merbiculariy aron: the :rervice units end crouni crews. So very wuny

feetors worken wgeirst them, wdaria was one, tn’ in many respects the
ot roricug dredn tpen the Luman resourees of €ll Armgy units in the
ths Lher, %Pfsciini t.e cheromenal nurder of 770 men per 1,000 per annum

£
in June 193, Tre early dearth of antimelariel surplies and the lack
of comnlete lawwnled. s converning the pretention of malaria to-ether cobie
trictule  to bhe very ldgh incifence of the digecge; when trained rersonnel

&

und adequate surplies rezeched the tirealer, the 1 te declined. ) But
before il drorped, the cisesce wor ble to ent into the total ctrength of
toe gir force rore Teavily than aid Jorenese espons,

During the peak renth of incidenee in the Thivieenth sir Force--March
18/3~wno lers than 72,18 days per 100 flying officers were losht to walaris
slope, ano it var not wnilil Jupuet bhet the Joss of dime Jue to melariel
infection £ell hebint thal attritotchle directly to combat uctivity.AB
Jen livea for romy ronths sdiboul & surply of sereen wire for thelr tents
and mess hells; by Noverber 1973, avoroxirately 30 per cent of zll wesges
end lavrires vere sercened, Lot 1y bimt tine the mosoultoes had wrousht

L&

ortage of sereen wire had frerenching effects,

"

great huvee, The s

One of ke major fuctors which served to depress irmy orale was
the Yhuge diffeyence! Let eer the living con’itiens of irmy and those of
havy personcel 1iving and working on the sare tzse. Fronm practically every
Lace and every undl ceme ithe sane revorts nuvel versomnnel received etber
trecinent. legularly they srrive’d with oeterial to fJcor and screen
their Lents, or witr encugh Tuohsebt huls ?ouyouse all thaixhperfonnel.

e s
s TS VS AT i -~
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Their kitchene rod ness hells were equipp d with zdequate refrigeration,
cooling facililies, ice-crean rschines, and senifesry conveniences,
Their cooks veguiarly vere furnishes fresh pests ond vegetables, flour,
coffee, super, onhd thelir rosi exclinres were yell utoc}ec.éﬁ ST units,
on bthe other hend, renched thelr statiens without refrigeration unite, or
with inadecuste oneg, withoub zereen wire, lurter, pipe, nails, shower
headow-yithoul. ¢l the dozens of items necesssry te meintain s rezconably
corifortable chandird, or even health and Nl corbal efficlency. They
1ive. on the ground or they rustled lusber from varicus rrivabe scurces-—
veually the laty=-to put floore under thelr tenle, sxé often their
mediun of exchinpge with the bavy wor thelr own glerder issue of heer.

ant’ unlte in the ferverd arezs swifered rg bhedly in convarisen with
the hovy'ls foeed rtanberds s tley did in the moiter of housing, Lack of
fresh real vas o 1wdn poimb, It conld te culsirel only et irregnlar
intervils, even then cnly for tie eor™ab crevns, and unless issued iwma=

4o

irtely it vould spoil due te Tuek of refrigerstion space, yet the
hevy alweys had it, Despite all the efforts cn the rart of dletury mer-
sonuel to zid tlem, the JAF cooks eould achieve only so much with the
delydrated egpe, Svam, Views sauseges, meal and vegetable stew, and
G rations wideh rese Iwlls hed In ¢)indance, ‘hen the 307th DonMardment

-

Group reported Spanl on the Liles for 31 conseculive deyr, rorale was not

reiced; when Lhe 3oth Lir Frgiveering Soua’ron w.s icsved no flour and
very 1ibtle Treed for more than Z0 days, while rear-by navsal personnel

hed flour and Tread in excess of trelr owvn neede, it was net swrprising
&
to hear exyressions of lack of confidence in the army.

f s "'%!‘T‘—“"

- b )
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Tuers - o8 no ovib that the vileamins and orJories vere In the foode-
wente health way be maintained for months Ty O refion: slene--tui the
gare diet did nobt nholp their worale, st any rate not vhen, os on Esniritu
tanbg ron of the 221st Service Croun could step across the road wnd sce
Yavy rersonnel living in guarters built up off the ground, sleeping in
Lospital-type spring ~eds, and furnished »ith vlentiful supplies of ice

/:”

CrrAL and beer.{J It wies nob ureotmon ab Lspiritu Sento for wman Yo enter
the wess holle, take cne look &t bhe food, and walk oeut. In the tactical
nnile, biw ness serseanbs lzbored to vrerare satisfactory feods for the
Eecvy=bomter crews on their leng filights, but they had a slender cholce,

rd the erews suffersd Ymalerially® from thelr diet of fatly feods, ss
6id the hiph-gltitvde pilows. To relieve the ronotony, on (Gusdsoleanal
“nd Espiritn Santo mnils with cervices or equirment teo cffer often trnded
gitier or both for fresh foods or Jifferent verietiec. AL tiwes less
nonest vethode wore need; foo? ships Jestined for dvenced coprbat bases

‘ 49

were rilfercd by rersorel in rewr are.s when Lhege ships halted en roule,
Lg rach unit setiled down &' o new base, it 810 everybthing vossilble
te improve ite living ruariters, Up on Guadelesnzl he 307th Gombardrent
Gpoup by Fay bud moved into tente provided with  ooden floors and sereen-
ing, ile refrigeration unil was functioning we®) enough Lo rrovide each
wen with two Lotlles of cold beezodaily, it bac = Tnundry waib, «nd iis
morele hao improv d .“cordingly.: Tverywhere there vas the struggle to

relntain sore se blunce of cordorl with eguirmenk which suflered keenly

in eompirison with the Lavy's, el cven thet 1Little was jeorardized dur-

ing the sumer of 1943 when Ceneral srnold porred on Lo Hermon a proposal

- e
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thet beavy bent:, e, such as pyravdJale, e rithirsvn fron JAF urnits,

4

In plece of pyramicals, shelter halves wonld e st stituted for housing
air -ersonnel, & provosal Lo, el on e 1des that 1t was detrirentel to
lhe vorale of grovnd force ireops to De housed in shelter helves while
51

AMF troops in ithe same loerlity vere ouartered in larper tents,

wenersl Hernen rejectcd 1he plgn as "undeciroble and unnececcary®
Fren o morsle slapdpoint, 1e woirnled evl, thet rormal proredure Sn the
thealer yus o house udl wir and | round troops, other than ground forces
in oirgel ceptue! with the exemy, wnder heavy tentage, prefebricated
tarracie, or srelters Yailh of nitive meterisdc, ent that when pyranidal
Lebe were wsed in the forverd aroog, in ue way ned the rorale of sround

52

iroons heen ~fected, Le right have Jded that rowhere were L01 units
guarterer in the invediate vicinity of ;romud broops who were in direct
conbact with 1he eneny---ob on “epiritu Saniteo, nol on Guadaslcrnzl or the
tassells, not on lendove, and rerbars only on l'ew Georgla, vhere smell
Tivbler cetazciments vere Leld i begl vhile Inrsniry unite battled their
way north frem Lundu Field, st least 45 miles Jdistant. In zetval prac-
tice wherever pround :snd cir troope vere ovortered on the same icland,
such ag Gundaloonal, smssells, or Leviritu fanto, only the aircrews were
in deily ecorbact with the enemy, not the ground forces, rurtberuore, to
heve recuced these units to Lbe pup-tent level while leaving them slongslde
the reletive Iuwaxry of the Ravy, would certainly heve hed a rericus effect
uporn morale, 7

Prrou hicub 1943 the seramble of officers and men fMor hetter con-

ditione conbiruved. o Jefiuile policy wes evor of ficially esteblished
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by CUIECPa0, wut it ic apperent that no ceiling was ever placev upon

r
ot
N3

convenlence «nd luxury; in fuct, "ile gemeral «ititude of the levy--znd
this has rerreszted 11 ranks and services-=is to make curselves as

54
confortable sz poseible,” Luch headquariers ressined static in loce-
tlen over long rericdc of bime; each bLzse was developed to 2 degree which
one obrerver ecnsidered "hiildy erlravaronb un er the clroumstances.”
when [ej. Gen. He Re Ilexmwon exrressed this lhought to admirals Fiteh cnd
relscy, Yobh countered nith ctalements thet in the terrain and clipmete
of the Ccubh Preifie, "we wneth ol our men up of ™ the grouwd and neke
then comfortallet and the ilavy 41 get its nen off the ground; it
fed ihem vell wnd male them corfort-ble; it contrclled the shipping and
it hud o genercun surply of lumury ilems which were nob available to the
srmyle units, b in Maj, Gen. ¥, [l Hermon's opinion, the stress upon
comfort had led to unwarranted aiversion of chipping for the novement of
neterdels for houging and ubilities, to the continual wasteful employment
of lerge numbers of men in eonsbruction and meintenance, wnd perhaps most

-~

sericvs of cll, to the foslering of :n idea of "slow-moving complacency®
56

zbout, the wr, Tnis war o cherp assessment, but it was mede 1o the
regult of observiti-n of & theater in which uir unite hed ©een operating
For wpprosdiaztely o yeor and o helf, and it ls doubiful that the pround
crews and servics unibe which luchked ouh living ruariers for thenselves
durirz the soring and stmmer of 19/3 were eware of any undue enmphasis
upon luxury-eal any rate, not in the .a¥,

The disparity in living staniards betwsen lhe lwo servieces wae not
confined to the ilems used in normal daily liwving; it war avvarent in

5)‘ ‘\’— PR s o %
e £ d! !_E :E p-! b ;gui e
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tre hespilals & well, creabirs one rore pource of envy for tie men of

the LAF, On Zepiritu Lembo tre lLovy hosmitol~ consisted of nref bricae

ted wudldiug e with commeching ecrricors, eguirmed with linoleimeco-sred
. flocrs, wiile erereled hosnilal be’s, white Dlankets, adecuste supvlies
uf liven, unit leurdries, end nany itens of professionel eculpment which

hed »en elinincte. from arey locuiiel equip-en’ Iists Lo concer.e eritical

roterisl end stipping space. In fuel the Nay var zo well eaudrred thet it

[ i

wog ale to |-

y

£ Lhe arpyte moilenl officers in rolvinge their cusing
ot iemse  In July the arvylo 23th Tracuction FRospital on Espiritu Santo

was usdng, &0 “uonset lubs lent * ;- he Nevy, Tub the great gap between

-
v

the tvwo sexrvices rele d0 diifiondt for arry rotients and medic:l 0 - »

[
L I

rersonel to uwnlerstand "hy the irmy must pob up with equipment and house
i)
53

ing vestly irferior te ol provides by a sister servige,”

J

Logpitale vere rot an intimate concerr of %he aaF, Mmb robtebion and

44

1est for ite oun versemiel tere, ani It ie prote le thal the greatest

single factor . ffeclting rovsle vithin the Soudh racific air wnits was the

n dgelaticn on the 3.1-rle. Tor the men of *aclical

a

duration of tlve spent
wnd lervice wnitls  ere for bhe 1o0b warh u lerly ol of personul eontoel

witdh en er) women of Ghedr cim kindi their hues lay on isiands there

uh with ite besr and

=2
-+
=
o
0
D
Lt
F
[
b3
Ci
[}

Lhere .8 ne opnordurity to vigi
Gerd  aner, O bo e veleorn d ool ¢ duaee where there 1ug omportunity for
JFerndinine eompariongtp,  In Juel tley e e Porburste te heve beer. From

!

. Guedelerasld it sae newrly 2,000 piler to uuckl.ad; it was arrroximately

tie teme Ciclarec Lo Dris wne over Lle preveiling air routes; hence itlere

could be no Seiurday nirhts in the villepe,
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Hetuslly iLe ’f“rbleﬁ o two-old: relief for the combat crews, and
relief for thelr gupperting rround cervices, Yery early 3n the campeign
COLCTIE0PLC hod obhserved bhe zleady draiu upon ihe bowbardrent crews of
the Sth and 11th Groups snd had made wvery elfcri to send then down to
auncklend for g reet lesve. Sy 2 lovepher 1942, nine crews had been dis-
pabeked ve ile rest canp or "aviatorium,” snd Fermon hoped teo keep his

combtst crens in seldion in the forvard srea ro mere thar elx or a-ven
3
-

wegks &t o tine, The key 1o Lhe problem vus provicion of adequate

air tracsperts. C-4Y's were regurded ar Iradequale to cover the long

Lhavl tehbveen Yeontoutz and swelkland, and Hernoa repeatedly Lad reouested
{0
G=37's in which Le could senc dosn bharee crems rer trin,

P

Eetavlishment

"\

C=27 service to Aucklomd was lony, Jelayeu, o seerce wele the rlanes,

tul L lebruary Gener.d Uermon vas informed Uhot a Ceo7 bad leen set up
for ssaigrnent to the Soulbh Yaellle und, furiber, thet the Mr Irunrport
. E1
Corord ed Teen Jiree’wd Lo clo in moving the ciews Jovn to New !ealand.
e neeld wmas wrgont Tor by april 1943t flighd surceons cere foced

L3

o KRl - - m

vith & Jroving omt er of coases of woropmeuwrosss amens e ir sirerews. The
strain of conctont over aber flyirg -elghes’ murbieularly houvily unen
the mavigalore, Tub 4% Sap severe forr all, and so long »e ne cefinite

geel sherd of rhiysiecd collapse yet :iisted, Lhere nas a penercl remelion
{2
LL—

Hleicney In .rril Cenmerad Zwiring vas akhle 1o

~ o

in worele onc conint ef

- -

report that bhe Miret of the Ces7'e bad heen r ssicned for the suckland

-

run zos thab AL conslituted o Yopliandd contriivbion,' teth 1o help end
03
to crele. “ut he wewbed to do more., A the tire lLis rolicy was based

upon retura of crews o tle “ene of bthe Inferior after arprexim:iely one

e .

e

‘-,;
K
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year in the area inclusive' of five to six months in combat. And because
of the high incidence of malaria and dengue, he requested that, in addi~-
tion to the 15 per cent monthly replacement for the alr echelons proposed
by the \.ar Department, all his air organizat;.ons be authorized and
furnished a minimum of 25 per cent overstrength in crews,

Harmon's efforts to obtain by 1 September two additional C-87's
for the Espiritu Santo-iuckland run failed-~not because General Arncold
was not fully aware of the criticsl need for them in the South Pacific
but because of the withdrawsl of the transports for other theaters., lence
the backlog of load continued o accumvlate, Harmon needed the planes
tyery badly," and suggested that in case none were available he be per-
mitbved Lo retain ’c',wa additional B-17's above the number currently asuthor-
jzed for retention in the theater. At least these would serve as a stop-
gap wnbil ATC could furnish the two (-87Ts or their equivalents.65

As air bransport became available, it was possible to send the air
schelon of the combat units to the re.est area at "fairly reasonable® ine
tervals, and by Hovenber it had become necessary to expand existing New
Zealand facilities for the accommodation of these crews.66 Cn the
average, airerews were rested every three months, going down %o
iueckland for nine days immediately after a six-week combat four, then
returning to the rear echelons of their aquadrons for six weeks of
additional training., Six weecks of combat missions (one every other
day) proved to be the average for the onset of mild operational
fatigue, depending more upon the condition of the plane than upon the

character of the mission., Long night searches produced extreme eye

: -, ’ 3 L
b B I RK nia
" by . ¥ ; )
-
wa o e
.
3
.
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strein, with 2 repld development of friigue, 1nd erews of rore than 1€

ronths of service In ihe thesier rere Teyond rerteration vbhen bold in

comiet Jonper than fle averzpe six-veek pericd, Iut for the others, the
. nine=day rest broughl MUll rehaviliterion, The leave was of Pineghimable

vulue, for it orovpht men irie 2 lerperste clir ie in 2 civilized ares,

und the ondly vesret wes 1.8t ihe lack of avellabvle air iraneporitstion

&7

precluded ihe extension of the benefile te 21l rersonre]l of the AF.

The cowbut ereve resded vert rd the bign rrleorilty was rightiully
theive, ool ihis oid nol Jecsen the dealb upen the ren who serviied the
plaser, widt Bhe roafis to the slrip, sloreo the bombs, chanped the
ANines, wno r;de il possible Lo xwew the vlimes in the air. For them
#ork wond on centh cfter menth in a terrid, undd climate which robted
noteriel ard carped iheir strength bo the peint where lovered efTiciency
wes inevilahle, Fary wnits bad worked seven doys a week over long
pericns, large nvnhers of their nerscnqel had costractel orne or more
tropieal dicenses, srd nearly all of them hed rteen aifeched by the

€3
dendly monoteny of island life withoul contmet - *+h niwi®ization, The
resull wvee vental ard physieczl stagratien, eviderced in a lethargio attitude
voverd vork. ..o the ronths posred, unit comranders repestedly called
sttention to the ever-ineresging nericd during which it had heen ime
vossible to regt thelr growd personrel; no lonrer coild they overiook

the slete of chronle fatigue. liorale and effieiency sank, while that

. of ilhe sir echelcns Inproed as the veondar orpeoriimities for regt In

(s

Few Zezlaud were nede avelilshle,

Gerers] *-crron wus fully grare of the provler ¢nd in June Fe Lad
- 1 - W= -

&

C o . . oy
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cublined L'e sitiahlen bo Cencral srrold. Bub obber than the rotation

rermlite’ by the mom hl?;oc"visp:‘tch of 1.5 rer cenh Tiller rewlacenments,
rot much could e done, and the renths of wnbroken island service for
. ihe pground personnel slretebrd on and on. Tuose officers znd men whose
= dubies reguired thei they novwe sheoul the theater frequently were less
afflicted by tle Ttoredons yeb few could pzin such 2 reliefl, and = survey
of the Thirteenlh &ir Foree gf the close of 193 led to the conclusion
that the ndlitlary elfectivenecs of the orpanizetion vas "eeriovsly hendi-

-

cr.rred! by leek of o definiie polic:{ of rest Jeav-s and robabion of

7
gervices for the ground rernoinel, Certainly the total number of man=
days lost ned reacled o high level by Decenmberi more alarming was the faci
thui of the 24,032 nmen-duays loet in that menlh, no more than 219 could be

abirituled to enemy wclicn. It sas obvious that the atiritien of tropierl

b and work woe infinitely rore serdous thovy any effort the Jap had
- e

mude thus for. And ot Lhe current rales of rotubtion I would beva
mattrr of geore Lefore sif grownd rersomnel could hope [or relief. g

The weignt of fotipue was evident in nearly every ccetivity. Taricus
officers reporics ikut by the end of 1943 it required twiee zs long for
men te cceonplich & given unil of work ar it kad earlier in the year;
in the zhomg there wes a "shriking increase® in {he num er of minor
gociuenhs to perronmel, and in the eir or on the runways the lust six
ronths of 1943 showed & totel of 151 operationcl «né €9 corbet nceidents,

. Obvicusly ble ground cehelens of the Thirteenth .ir Force were tired,

but blrougnont 1973 there wze slight prospeet of relief for them. The

¥
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air echelons likerise tired rulelly, bul o e alion of their weapons

-

required sbeh a high degree of rentel and vhyriesl efficiency that
it was herdly vrofitable to permil pilots or crews Lo extend their time
in the forwird mrear. righter pilote quickly demonstr. ted the effecls
of prolonged conat service, hen £ osrmuadren was arsipned Lo s advenced
boge its renlucouents were sent in by detaching two or three flipghts
freuw unother squa.rcn kasec in the resy srea. Tue relieved pilols were
T4
rected, then alinched to tle rear scusiron Tor brainings. & survey of
231 rilots oreratbing under this syster froem 1 June through 30 November
indicebec en evirars louss rate of 2.7 ver 1,000 flying hours, erclusive of
tecidents due Lo mechonical fajlures and training cetivities, btut it ine
7

dleated also a cherp rise ac the nuner of weeks in ccmbabt inereowses, ’
It vae less ecsy to Jemonstrate the Arag of fetigue upon the grownd rersomrel,
whoge acel ‘ents e e less grecltaculsr, bul unit commanders vossessed a ready
index of fatipue when they measured the ulpubt of work,

The task of overcoming the vavepo~ of irlund life fell in wart upon
chanleins sed srecicl pervice officers, but tielr efforts, cs 41d rost
otler sclivities, cuffered tlwouchonl 19/3 frem Lre cormon lack of supplies
snd equipment. lovies very often wore en Yesrecially poor type of '&!
vieture,t so poor Lhel in some: cogses nen wrre un-hle to sit through them,

76

glthough visite 1y enterlainers vere highly aprreciated, But over the
long run the faithful iiversions resgined--no in wost warg=-cerd games,
dice, "bull sessionn," unl leblerr from home, There regiired ncither
eguipment nev ¢xiernal tesictance, Unfortinstely 1i*tle couldd he fcne

by snyone to combat a very rcericus depressant of morale--the infidelity




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AuFRHwz0 ) 214

77
of wives =zt hore.

Thue the Thirteenthls ground =zen worted thorrough the suceesgive
oolomons camneigns, receiving ceont recogaltion but raking mocsille by

. the sacrifics of Uiedr hozlth cné morale the rorformence of the air echelons
it daily coniaes vifh lhe epemy., Adr warfire inevitably centers around
the men who Tire the pune in combed, men who ineur the risk of desth on
every mission. To bhew poes the najor th re ol U e neelaim bobth in Lhe
flela x4 al howue; normelly hale cr comforis ~re eveilable ness First
te thooe who mgn the planes, and this is as ii should he. Tut in the
Soulic Pacifie ihe gap beticen eir and ground ren o the 44F vas broad,
go very Yroad thit cveniuelly it left o deer imprini upen the mentel and

vhysieal finer of Lhousande of ciiirens,
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AAB
ALFGAT
AC/AS
aCIR
AFACE
AFAEP
AFCAS
AFESP
AFOIS
AFEBS
A¥E0

AGRAR

AT
ATRSERCOM
AKX

AKA

AO

AP

ASCPFO
ASV

ATC

AVD

CASU

GCs
CINCPAC
CINCSOWNESPAC
CINC3WFA
CL

CCOMAIR New Georgia
CCMAIRSOLS

CCHATRSOPAC
COMATRSOPLCFCR
CCHGENSOPAC
COLITNCH
CCLISERONSOPAC
CCYGOFAC

¢/s

CTF

oV

[
L PR
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Army Air Base

LAF Sehool of Applied Tactics

bLssistant Chief of Air Staff

Air Combat Intelligence Heport

AC/AS-5

AC/AS, Plans

Chief of Air Staff

Strategy & Folicy Div., AC/A3-5

Office of Information Services

Directorate of Base JServices

Air Forece Service Command

Adjutant General, ver Department

airecraft interception

Air Force Service Command

cargo vessel

cargo vessel (attack)

oiler

transport

Air Service Compand, Patierson Field, Ohio

air-to~surface-vassel eguipnent

Air Transport Command

seaplane tender

Combat Aircraft Service Unit

Combined Chiefs of Staff

Commander in Chief, U. &, Pacific Fleet

Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific

Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific Area

light oruiser

Commander, New Georgia

Air Commsnd Sclomons; or {ommander, Adr
Command Solomons

Commander, Aireraft South Pacific Area

Commander, Aircraft South Pacific Force

Commanding General, South Pacific Area

Commander in Chief, U, 3. Navy

Commander Service Squadron, South Pacific

Commander, South Pacific Area

Chief of Gtaff

Conmander, Task Force

aircraft carrier

““*ﬂinnuumﬂlﬁﬁﬁi@wﬂﬂﬂnniﬁk
Iy i ¢ #
Vi i
LTS 48 j,
Wj

e e e
[p————




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

D i '
LAFRH=20 Q:G!Ef ‘BE{ HM| T ———.

DB
DC/AS
DCHO
DD

o/
F/ik
¥/0
GCI
JC3
JPS
LAB
L3T
MAG
ML

LG

HID
Necal
CNE
OFD

PC

PIU

PT

R - c * T.
RR
SB=2i
5BD
SCAT
55

S/L
SOPACFOR
503

35

TAG

TB

TC

TE
USAFINZ
USAFISPA
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dive bomber

Deputy Chief of Air Staff
Deputy Chief of Haval Operations
destroyer

destroyer leader

Flight Lieutenant

Flight Officer

ground control interception
Joint Chiefs of Staff

Joint Staff Plammers
low-altitude bombardment equipment
Janding ship

Harine Aircraft Group

Marine Lireraft Wing

Hedieal Sorps

Military Intelligence Div., WDGS
Hew Caledonia

Office of Naval Intelligence
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NOTES

Introduction

Incl. (1tr., Commander, Third Fleet to Commender in Chief, U, S. Fleet,
"South Pacific Campaign--Farrative hLeceount," 3 Sep. 1944), "The South
Pecific hrea, 20 April 1942 o 15 June 144" Jcited =8 Balsey Report/,
In USMC Hist, Dilv, files. This document is a brief nsrrative of ithe
coempend problems in the South Fscifie prepared by Admiral Falsey prior
to his depsrture from the theater.

Periodic Report, Airdromes and Seaplene Anchorages, May 1943, PIU,
USAFISFA, in A=-2 Lib., K=26431,

The Buks fileld, directly alongside the narrow strip of water separating
Bougainville from Buka, had been constructed by the British and was
placed in full operation by the Japanece in fuvgust 1942, Periocdic
Report, Airfields and Seaplane Anchorages, Dec., 1943, Jan. 1944, 12th
PI Detachment, in A~2 Lib,, K-46822; COMAIRSOLS Weekly Intelligence
Swmary, 3~9 March 1943, in AFSHO files,

Ibid.

CM~-IN=11511 (27 Dec. 42), Harmon to Marshell, #485, 26 Dec. 42, in AFSHO
files. Only six of tbe 11 B-17's dispatched reached the target,

Yigsr Diery, Marine Adrcraft Ving~-2 ﬁited as Var Diary, MA‘.'{-;Z? , 16 Feb,
1943, in USMC Hist. biv, files,

Incl. (Wer Diary, MAG-12) feited as War Diary, Fighter Command, Guadal-

canaj._?, Record of Events, Fighter Command, Guadalcsnal, February 1, 1943
to July 25, 1943, in USKC Hist, Div. files. In the period from February
to July, FAG-12 wes commanded by Lb. Col. luther S, Moore, USHC, and L,
Col, Edward L. Pugh, USNC. Information from Nuster Roll Seec., USKC,

The RNZAF No. 15 Savedron was the Pirst New Zealand fighter unii to reach
the combet zone, moving up to Guadalcanal from Espiritu Santo a2t the end
of April 1943. In CGctober 1942 this unit had taken over 23 P-L0's from
the AAF's 68th Fighter Squadron besed on Tongatabu. However, it had
been preceded on Guadalicansl by No. 3 Sgumedron, a bomber=reconnsissance
unit which hed the distinetion of being the first RNZAT bomber aquadron
to engage in operations in the Pacifice combat area, With 12 PBO's
{Hudsone) it had opened operstions at Cusdaleanal on 24 November 1942.

R. N. Z, A, F, in the Pacifie, Historieal Buwmwary, Aug. 1944, pp. 3=4,
in AFSHO files, 7452-4.

Halsey Peport,
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LOTL S
Chapter I
1. Halsey .ieport; incl. (1tr., Gen. Bernon to Cen, Aruold, & June 1944),
. ¥The srpy in the South Pacifie" Jeiled as "The Army in the South

Pacificl/, in ASR0 files. This is a brief ncrrsbive of the development
and or;cnizebion of army forces in the fouth Peeific, nrepered by
COIGEG0PAC in the spring of 194/ prior to his finel deverture from

the thecter, 4t Caceblance the Combined Chiefs of Staff bed directed
the celzure of habaul, "Discussion of Lveilability of Forces for
Inplenentation of Elkton Plan,™ statement of General wWedemeyer, undated,
in AFSHO files, 7307-5E,

#e Deport of Ccoupciion of the Tuesell Islends, Fo., 424 Inf, biv., & Jure
1943, in &-2 Tib,, K-4A0006.

%. Cperation Plan No, 2-42, Communder aireraft, South Pecifie, 15 Feb, 1043,
#16-3/ty (Seriad C0185), in USIC Hist. Div, files,

4o Ibid.; "Gusdaleanal Escorted Visslons during Decewber, 1942 and Jeruary,
19/3 through Februsry 24, 1943;" in A-2 Lih,, F-21563; Var Diery,
Fighter Commend, Gusdelcanal,

3. Ihid.s i-2 Pericdic Report, 13th 4F, 31 Jan.-25 Feb, 1943, in A-2 Lib.,
£~185¢9, The 34 Ferine Raider Saltalion found evidence of the recent
cvacucbion by & sizeable force, estimzted at 1,000 wen, (Report of
Cceurction of the hussell Islands, M., 43d Infantry Div., 8 June 1943.)
Nebives had reporied the Japansse strength at approximately 500, G=2
Periggic Fepert To. 5, Hg., USaFISPA, 13-20 Feb, 1943, in /-2 Lib.,
K“M 5-

0. war Diary, Fighter Command, Guadelesnsl; Peport of Oceupation of the
foreell Telonds, He., 434 Inf, Div,, 5 June 1943,

. Ibid, -

3. Ibid.

9. ‘war Dinry, Fighhter Coumend, Guadelcmnal; CI-CUT-278L (8 laur.43), Strong
to -2, Bora Bora, , 184, 5 Ik, 453 Repord of Cecupation of the Russell

Islands, Hoe, 43d Infantry Div., 3 Juie 19/3.

. 10, Ibid,.; wer Diery, Figh.er Cormend, Cusdslcenal 3 Ch=IN-5545 (11 Mer./3),
. BONGLLSOFsC 1o Chief of Staff, USA, £6121, 11 .or. 43.

11l. Heport of Occuration of the Lusrell Islands, Hg., 434 Infantry Div.,
3 June 1943,
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AAFRH~20, Rotew, Chep, T DAPUIATIIION,, . oo™ * T mmy

12, Intel. Sum., No. 92, Soubhwest Pacific Arez, Directoraie of Intel.,
7 hril 1943, in AF.CZ, OFL. Serv., IT-E, 1 April-31 Dec. 1943.

13. levertheless, esrly in April the I'mda strip wes reported in good
- ecndition, CONTREOLE . eekly Intel. Sum., 31 Larch-6& arril 1943,

. 14, Intel. Sum, Fo, 92, Southrneet Pacific Arcz, Directora.e of Intel,,
7 Leril 19433 COLAILSOLS Veekly Intel, Swum., 7-13 4pril 1943. On
7 Aprdl approxirately 150 Tighters vere ferried into the Solomons
wreg,  Ihid.

15, UDevelowcent of Jap Fielde in Solowons svea, 15 Dec, 19.2-15 Febh, 1943,
cited in Air Coxbal Intel,, SOPACICL, W, &. Pacific Fleet, 21=-27 Feb,
19/3, in .FiCE, Off. Serv., II-E, Bk. T.

1é. Ibid. General Harmon reported 22 firhters on Buka, Kahili, Bzallele,
and Funda as of 21 Februsry, vhile other reporic placed 75 fighters
on Kshili snd Tzllale alone. G2 Feriodie lLeporl lio. 3, Hao.,
UsnFIEPs, 13-20 ¥eb, 19433 CU-TN-12514 (25 Feb, /3), Hornon to
Verskall, . 4598, 24 Feb. 43.

17. Hezlsey lLeport.

18, BSee, for exemple, the hebaul Flen svbrdtted on 25 Jure 19/2 to the Chief
of the Adr Staff, in vhich Col. Frenk F, Iwercelt allotted a tobtal of
five days elepsed time from bl opening of ibe initial borbardmenb of
Lae to {lc c.pture of Mabaul by airborne trcops, Uemo for Gen., Twining
by Col, "wercst, 23 June 1942, in &1:CL, Off. Serv., Col, Williaem's
file. flso Comment Wo. 1, (RER, .FC.S to JFAFF, 15 June 1942), AFALF
to .XChS, 25 Jure 1942, in ibhid.

19, ¥iEikbon Plen?' for tihe Seizure and Cecupatlion of lhe New Sriiain-lew
Irelond=tew Guines Lresnc,® 23 Feb, 1043 /_’51%96 s The "Dlkbon! Plag? ’
in kESF, 335 Dllkton, Tuis vos Elkbon II. Tts suecessor, Elkton IIT
{26 April 19/3), was ndopbed nt a later conference held in Howsili.
vlitton I1T woe the plen vebuslly folloved sl it diflferes very slishtly
frem Likton IT,

20, Ibid.
21, Ihid.
22. Ihdd., fyoex B,
. 23. CGS 155/1, 19 Jen. 1943,

Zhe The "Elkton® Flanj JOS 233/1, 15 'sreh 194%, Two divisions of troops
were recuested in acdibion Lo the airerofi:, -

L s me e B - - - T
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Inel. ¢ (303 233/1, 18 Larch 1943).

Fewo frem JL,‘- to Pocific Conference Conferees, 20 L'zreh 1943, in AFF 57,
385 Blkten. Cee Spp. 1 for projected c‘chedule of airerzfi strength
in tke Soubh Pucifie for 1943,

Cr-GUT-3736 (23 tar, 43), Ek. I'sg., JCS to CILOSIPa, CINOPAC, and
CG‘&OPnC | 2026, 23 er, /3, in 4FLSP, 385 Clkton.

Ibid.

JC5 233/2, 20 lavch 1943. .MJ. Gen, H. K. Sutherland spoke for General
Lacirbtlor, Oupb. ldles L. Srow 'n..ug, Tsh, represented Helsey as his
chlel of stall, ond Lhewr 4dn. N. 4, Sprusnce came sp Deputy CIIGP.C

to LNindiz.

J65 Z33/5/D, 23 lareh 1943.

JGS 238/L, 27 Uzreh 1943, irp. C.

I.f‘lido

JC5 TCth Ineting, 28 Lireh 1043, Lxbrect frem I"inules,

Ibid.

JCS 228/5/D, 28 lLarch 1943,
The "El%ton" Flan.

JC5 238/L, Z7 verch

1
CLLO3WFL, .. 2226 I"

9/3, App. O3 CL=GUT-£736 (23 lmr. £3), 08 to

5 T'ar, A3, in LFFEP, 335 Llkton.

’
JCE Otk leebing, 28 lareh 1943, Extract from Linules,

ihid,

=

dcia

J08 236 k, 27 Verch 1943, Avp. C; JC8 2386/5/D, 28 erch 19/3.

The ¥nlkton® Flan, Annex a, G-2 Esiimcte of Tremy Strencth aud Feinforce-
rent Note in Dew Guinea-Bigimurcks warea, 26 Feb. 1943,

dbid.
"The Army in Lhe roubh Pocific. M
Inel, E ("ike rry in the South Pacific"),"?rinciples: atd Policles

Governing Emnloyment of air rorec bm‘w,' 4 Uarel 19435 ltr., Cen,
Hm:'z‘ﬁon to adm. iz.t,ch, 3 llaxrch 1942, in JFiEO Piles, 7452-43,
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Ipid, Tt will be noted thsb Furmon requ sted thel the rositibn of the
Covmanding Generel of the Thirteenth Alr Force ie reaffirmed, tonat
Fiteh issue Lo Generel Twinin -« ¢ll directlives peridaining to training
and adminisiration of ans® unibs. Although no divect evidence is avail-
able, it is prolable frow the bone of ihis memeromdun wnd frer Hevmon'ls
ovn clatewent recerdins Jhe partial breskdown of Uie prineinle of waily
o’ command, that there was a tendency on the part of Fitek's staff
oceesionally to deal directly with subordinate JAAF unite ratker than
through the JAF commander.

Ibid. Vhen the Guadalcanal campaign orvened in 1942, the B-17's of the
5th and 11th Groups »eres the only planes cipable of making long-range
searches over the Solorons, and the jreater part of thelr effort was
expended on search. Becance of their vulnerzbhility, FBY'e wers sent
oub over areas where no Jap air opposition was expected.

General Harmon comments that Admiral
Fitch, throushout his tenure on COUALRECP.LC, adhered strictly to these
principles "and could nobt, while prosecubing the wor effort, have treated
the &rmy component of his lorce wibh pgrecher consideration sud justlcew-
Lhon be Gid." Ibid.

"The Army in the South Preifice”

Cpersbion Flan No. 4~43, Cosmander Tesk Fereu 3, 11 Tireh 1943, Alé/BSy
(Serial 00213), im TLID Bict. bive files. Tnlil 10 larch CUIAL SOFLC
was kmown o5 Tash corce &3; on bhat dale the new desipnitlion of Tesk
Toree 33 bwewmre oflechive, ar Diery, CULINGDA.CKCGL, 1 Verel-30 spril
1943, Movy Legister Ho. 3693, riccofiln muf er 50122, in DCKC-(LIR),
pierefilm Diles.

Ihi."i -

Thddl,

Tuid.

Tivisls

Tiid.

JEE 34th leeting, 3 Sep., 19/%2.
JES B4, infrcduced by lke riy.

Here the Joini FPlaoners wers digeussing °

Tarch 1943. Tonis was CCS 75/5.
wodify it Tul was unsuccessful.

JES €6th leeting, 24
subrenueitt offorl to
Jcs 215/1.

The Kavy mode a
See JCS 215 ard

JFS Ttk Feeting, 31 larch 1943, ixbract fron linibers.
JC8 75th eeting, =0 April 1943,

i
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i FTI-20, Notes, Chep. I - W Com

¢o,

Toid.s JOS 263/2/0, -0 doril 1943,

Ch-IN-4523 (10 lier. 43), G0 G L:OPAC to Chiel of Staff, USA, : G044,
10 Mar. 433 CL=IN-7130 (14 lar, 43), COMSELSUPAC to Ghief of ftaff,
Wh, (6314, 14 Tar. 433 CF-IN-11180 (21 Mer. 43), GOIGELSOPAS to
Chicl of Sbaff, Uth, 70849, 2L far. L3.

Var bisry, Fichier Comnond, Guedalesnal,

Cl=Is=3213 (14 apr. £3), COOGLES0P.C to AG.AR, '£49, 14 ior. L33
Jission "eport, Ug., US.rT8Fa, 12 4pril 1943, in =2 Lib,, E=2437.3
Ferw 34, 70th Fichter Sq., €9 Marveh~4 Lepil 1973, The Tarine was L.
Lenjamin E, Uale of "11-1%4. '

I'bid L}

“E:j.vemy sircraft Destroyed oy S0FLG Forges »nd Shipning ittacked 1o
808u6 Planes," Office of Tavel air Cormut Intel,, SOPLOKCE, G, S,
Pacific VYleet, "oy 1944, In TEUD hiol., Gdv, files,

war Diery, riguter Commend, Guadoleanal, Lpps. 11 ond IV, "Lnemy Flanes
Shot Down by righters from Guadelesnal /reat and YResulbs of Fighter
setion on Guadsleanel,.V

"

Falrey heport.

Incl. (Jar Diary, richler Cermond, Guedalesnnl), PInterceplion of Enemy
Tighters ov r bthe Jwreell Islande, April 1, 19430

Ihid.; Lerort of Qccupelicn of the Ingsell Islends, ¥q., 436 Infaniry
Dive, S June 19433 ‘iex Diary,i'ighter Corriand, Guadalcsnel, Lop. IV,
“fesulba of Fighter ..ctisn on Guadaleunal,” Three other planes were
so bedly damoped thab they crashed on the field e they lsnded and -ere
2 tobal louss. In thds :chion the wildeaks rere credited with 135 Zeros,
1ke Corsairs with trree, GF=IZ=-079 (2 Arr. / 3), GOUMTKSOPAC to Chief
of ©tall, US4, 57357, 2 Jvr. /3.

wucted in inel. (ear fdery, Tirhter Comsand, l’_‘zuzi.ﬁulczs.nal), "Intercention
of Lnexny Uighbers ovwrr the Fuceell Telands, Spril 1, 1943.°

Ol=Thmz302 (4 ATT, [_3), Ol SL0PA0 to Cldef of Hpaff, T84, - 7941,
4 grv, 33 eor biwrvy, dighier Gorrand, Guodsleanel; Ci'-IN-5114
(9 apr. 43), GO GEECFLC to Chiel of Stulf, Uba, 8369, 7 fwr. L3,

OFeTi=5022 (9 arre. 43), COIUZ.OF.C to Cldel of Stafl, USa, [£453,
S apr. 13,

Tnel, (har Disry, Pighter Comuond, Cvedzleunal), "Interception of Trery
Dive Zorbing whback {roinct Shirping, Tulagl Farbor anmd Vielniby, april
7, 1923."
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Tactical Intelligence ‘uesticonneire of L4, Joseph ¥, loore, &/ Sep.

1943, in &~2 Lib,, E=33574; ircl. (or ldcvy, righter Comwend, Guedaleanal),
"Intercepticn of Inemy Live Dorbing nbthrack Lpeinst Shivping, Tulagl Ferbor
end Vieiloity, srril 7, 1943.%

Ibid. The P=38's led by Canlt. Thoros Lanphier, Jr., erd I'ej., Dechbel
shol, dovn eliriib of whileh ILunvhier cecounted for three and the P-39's
gdegtroyed twvio,

Ihld.s » &> biery, fiplder Com.end, Guadaleanal, ipp. IV, "Mesults of
Flghter hetion on Guadalesnal’; CimIN-3022 (O .pr. /3), GOLGERSCE.C

to Chief of Ltaff, USa, 48433, & apnr, 43, lgjor .illiams hed taken
off late and mede no conleel vith the enemy, A5 i so frequently the
case in gir worlare, the cnuact mrber of eneny alreraft destroyed was
difficult to fix .ccurctely., Reporbts vary from 27 fighters and 12 dive
borbers to &5 fighters epd 12 dive hovhers,

Inierview vwith Lt, Gol. Thom ¢ G, Lenphisr, Jv,., vy zubtkor, 10 fep. 1945;
wer bizry, Fighter Comrcnd, Guedalesnal; Firhter Intercentlon Hevert,
En., USLFISEL, 21 April 1943, in A-2 Lib., E=23137.

Inherview vith It. Col, Thorar G. lanplider, Jr., by suthor, 10 Sep. 1945;
Form 34, 70th Fighler &a., 12«18 aprdl 1943; Form 34, 33%th iighter fq.,
12-156 Avril 19/3.

Pichiter Inuverception Meport, Hg., UrerdJSPA, 21 April 31943, Seversl of
theee pllots Lad flown with the &7th Yighter Squadron baek in beptember
end Qetober of 19/2; arenr thew were !sjor itchell, 1st Lte. Julius

Jeeobren cnd Ualton C. Goerlrz. The oller three members of the attack
secbion weie let Lba, Lex T. Surker, Sesby 7, Holmes, end Faymond K,
Hire, all of the 339th Squedron, Iajor Idtehell later became Deputy
Group Cormander of the 15Lh righlter Group hesed on Iwo Jima and led his
P=51's over Japen in strofing missicns en: escorts for the 5-20's.

Fighter Interception fepori, Ho., US:FISPL, 21 arril 1943; interview
with Lt. Col. Thou.e G. Lanvhier, Jr., 10 Sen. 1945.

Ihid,

ibid.; Cli=Ti=1133/ (19 Lor. 43), COIGELSQPsC to Chief of otalf, Uta,
£ 1035, 19 pr. 43,

Eneny sirersft Lestroyed by drmy righter Pilots in the Solomon ires
Covering Pericd from .uguet 22, 1942 to June 30, 1943, in -2 Lib,,
B=-20003, Yot one of the originel intellireves reporis examined ever
save any indicoticn thot Yamamete was invelved,

4
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ALFRH-20, lotes, Chep, I
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85,
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It is improteble thet the _Gmiredl was in tte airereft shot down by
Holmes over oiln Point, for thet olune exploded and fell in the
vaters Both Lanvhicr and T.rber had destroyes = Betty which the
Zeros tried desperstely o rrotect, bul Barber's Setty disintegrated
at 5,000 to ¢,000 feet. & subsequent rencrt by the Jeyanese states
that Yanenoto wes found dead in the wrecked plane » which would ine
dieate that ke wos e viebtim of Lanphier. The Japs claimed likevlse
Umt he vwes shot down by 30 or 0 lighters, Inberview with It, Col,
Thomas G. Lanyhier, Jr,, 10 Bep. 1945.

Ltr. s Gen, Hermon to Gen, Arnold, 1 sy 19/3, in 44G 312,1-C, Opers-

ticns Letters; Decoratlons and iwards l'ade Tor Serviece during the
Current Lar as Indicated by the Records of Lhe Lavy Devartment Board
of Decorabions and lednls, Janunry 1, 1944, in ¥C3I, Dioprerhdesl =r.

war Disry, Fighter Commind, Guadalearnel, P-3%%e were credited with
the destruction of 14, F/U's with 10, while the Wildeate shot down 39,
"lueny Lirceraft Destroyed by SOPLC Forees and Ehivping Attacked by

£0PsC Flancs," CFflee of laval Adr GCorbat Intel. ,S507aCrOL, U, 8. Pacific
fleet Zc—::ited a8 Tneny Adreraft Testroyed by SORG Er‘orceg s In TELC Hist,

Liv, files. Four of the loct pilots vere fron AAF unihs, as were gix
of the planes. war Diery, Fighter Commard, Guadelcerul, App, IV s
"Fesults of Fighter leiion on Guadaleunal,!

AW EO12958
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Chonter 11

1. Lir., Gen, Earpon to Gen. frmold, 1 fay 1943, in LG 312.,1-C,
COperations letters,

2o CE=CUT=-4353 (10 Apr, 43), irnold to Twining, ~Pane 4306, 9 Apr. 43.
3. Ihid.; CL=INe159.6 (24 lay 43), Exmons to GG, iaF, #3341, 2L lay /3.
ke THistory of /28 boalsrdment Group (I}, 15 Jan, 1941 to 30 June 1943,
5. Iir., Gen. EKarron Lo Gen., Sraold, 1 gy 1943,

6o CL-IN-8213 (15 ipr. /3), COUGILECFAG to .Gual, , 551, 15 der. 433 ltr.,
Gen. Yvining do Gen, srnold, 27 Arxdl 1943, in 4G 312,1-0, Cpereghions
Letters, N

7. Leport of Inspeciion of the Uedlcsl mclivities of the Thirteenth Air
roree, Gol, George ¥, feier, III, 1'.C., 11 Leec. 1943 ZEited as the
Laier Eepor37, Ixhibit 2, YDeys lost per 100 flying officers rer
month," in JAG Tadk files, Lir Surgeon's muterial.,

Se  "The Opersticus of Aviation Lngireers in the fouth Paeifie, January
1942-sugugt 19/4," 15 July 1945, /eited ss Cperations of /wiation
Ingincerg/, in LFEPO {iles, €842~36. Tids useful report was vrepared
by the Commend Ristorian of the XIIT Lir ¥oree Perviee Command, Carpt,
sustin Fife.

9, Lir,, Gen, fwining te Gen, drnold, 27 April 193,

10, Ibig.

1l. CL=IN-20/7 (8 Irr. 13), Lindsay and Veelrthur to Varshell, £34412,
in ¥Super~Imper"® Tile, 11/14 to ¢/1//¢3, in Office of the Catle
Seevetary, This same report (apparently by Colonel Lindsay) reccrmended
that General Kenrey be arpoinied eonrerding general for all air forces
in the Faclfic under [ac.rthur, who would hecome Conmander in Chief of
the Pacifie,

12, Lir., lst Lt, angus Hopking, Jr., to Erig. Gen, M. !\. Douglass, CG,
VIT fighter Comd., 10 Iureh 1943, din L2880 files, 5298-36,

13, ILtr., Gen. Harmon to Cen. arncld, 1 ey 1943; Crerations of .wvistion
ingincers,

4. Tdr., Gen, Tvining to Gen. drneld, &7 aoril 193,




15.

16,

17.

13.
19.

2.

Rhe

hAFEil-20, Notes, Chap, TX
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CONBRENTHY

Cl-Tu=902 (2 Spr. 43), COUSELEORIC to Arnold, 7518, 1 Apr. 43.

Cl=CUT-S7C9 (26 “ar. A3}, ‘rnold to Harmon, -Temc 3953, 25 I'ar. /3;
IeIi=15038 (So “ov. /3), Thompron bo srnold, [ 7319, 24 ar, A3.
(Sce corrent by Cen. »rnold in Uaily log.) The very Tirm tone of
ihe wessapes sent oub conecerning Lhis incident indicntes move than
nerral cencern on the poarit of the LT commender,

CH-CUT-11089 {29 {r, /3), irnold to Harmon, vame AD0G, 29 Mar. /33
IeTeo02 (2 ipr. /3), COGIIEORLC to Arnold, Y9318, 1 Lpr. 433 ltr.,
Gen. Twining to Gen. arnold, 27 April 1943. hen asked way he had not
titoeked Fighter No. 2, where 130 fighders vere purved on bhe one ctrip,
gn enery alrman replied that his poople knew Lresse vlenes vere for tre
rmost part dumries, since the "imericang would not be so dumb as to put
that meny rlenes in the open.®  Ibid.

Iir., Cen. Tvining to Gen. Arnold, 27 spril 19/3,

Iir., Gen. Arnold to Gen. Twining, 13 June 1943, in «AF 312,1-C, Operstions
Ietterc,

CF-IN-¢02 (2 Lpr. 43), GOIOCIIOFLC bo &rnold, 7518, 1 ior, 43; ltr.,
Twining to froold, 27 Jwerdl 19/3, .
Ihid.

Lire, Cen, Hurmon to Gen. Arncld, 1 ioy 1943,

i-IN=13079 (22 Lpr. 43), Farmon ko irnold, 71289, 21 ior. A3; CI-IN-14006
(23 apr. 43), Hormon bo .rnold, 1550, 23 Apr. 43. On 21 April asivereft
on Guadnlennal tobaled 230 distrikubted rs follous: Yerderson, .rmy-23,
Kuvy-12; Darney, srmy-24, huvy-03 Fighter No. 1, irmy=9, Nevy=54; Fighler
Noe 2, Army-53, lavy-1&. Ibid. il

Interview vith Col. I. L. Teadle, 23 Bov, 1943, in A-2 Lib., K={1406.

Cn 14 Tarel 1944, 1t vas necewsary Lo close Cormey Tor 1econstruction.
The plorced plank surfeee wes reroved and the 6,500-foot runway was re-
clbabllized wibth 3 iunches of corevl, Z0,000 cubic yards bteing moved in from
the nlts 16 miles distent. Feopening originszlly wes planped for 1 lay
1244, tub raing end breakdown ol equlpnent delayed cowrletlon for anclher
monbite  Operabions of Jwviution ‘'noincers,

Ihid,

[iID Report lio. 1839, I'orale of the irmy ilr Forces on Guadcleanal, 21
June 1943, in A-2 Lib., K=20265; History of the 339th Fighter Squadron,
woblvebion to 31 vecs 19433 Epeclsl 4~2 Leport to GG, VIT Pighter Comd.,
by Capt. Cluwles ., Hedpes, 26 Jun, 1943, in 2FSHO files, 5298-36,

B

Pl 1
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£27. G=3 Journal kile, Areriesd Div,, 172/ Dec, 12/2, in oGO Copbatb
iralysisi lte., Col. . enfuworth Goss, L6/S, 7th JF, o Gen, irnold,
10 Jan, 1943, in oG 4C0, “dse., Luct Indiee,

hal
'Y

-« Higtery of Tetuclmendt LM Ldsht Fighter Louwavron, 10 Feb.~30 fep, 1023,
The loot niloeh ver 1ot Lb, Joinm E. 'eyer, with Opb. Georgoe De Prett
o5 bds crew. (CU-TN=172061 (&3 l'ey 43), Urmone bo 06, ALF, -3/2&, 28 lay
L34 L.owmorrs thzben Ll sl vlizer - ere Jiepibeheds Lhe unil hishery
cleia seven lelt Hewall, Forw 37 shors Tive rresenb., IForm 34, (th
Vipht Fighier Lg., 11-17 Jordl 1943,

&

7. OwIt=22/8 (5 Ver. £3), Lisons to ©G, AL, 150, / "ar, /3; G =-CUT-7203
(6 1or. 232), 3185, G lar. 43,

0. Lir., Lt. dogvs kopkins to Urdg. Cen. ¥, We Douglacs, 10 Itreh 1943,
2L, VHemorht o 'l i o% hber Oreralicns ot Hendercon sicld, Folomen Islands,
1 fpredl 1945 to 1 Junc 1W3,W Inj. Cen. U, F.o Mudndng, 15 Juns A3
cited ao "heporl of Mrhl Figder Cperablcons al Nendsreon Ficzldi?, in
4= Lib,, =272,

32, T'ero Tor Gen, Siralencyer by Gone Caville, Direetor of L3r Defense, 5

Fele 1943, in anG L0D, Tise., Lusb Indiess Lpeclal a=2 . cuvort to CG,
- YIT dichber Cof,, by Canb. Clurles of. BPedger, 20 Jan. 1043,
L

. n o - o, - .
33. WHictory of ile 355Lh sicider Squoiron (TD); 6-2 Periodic Teport No. 2,
Hge, Condldla, 24-31 Jun. 19/3.

da TIE

3. Wepori of Light Fighter Cperations at Vendersen IMield,®

3

5. Ltr., Col, wi., Sull to Col. Z. P. Sorenson, #0/45, Intelligence, 25
april 1943, in 4iG 312,1-D, Cperationsg Letrerg, Colonel Full was
Deputy Chilef of Drafl for Alr on the siafl of Ceneral Hermon, He
nwas logt in the Pacifie vith Hermen in 1G5, -

30, IRic.; PHight Figiter Teclnigque on Gued~leenal," by Li. Col, »a Ve Tyer,
Oe Go, iv LFEHO files, 5298-3E, On or wboul L0 .rrll 1943, COLIISCRG
pleced Colonel Tryer in charge of right intercepticn on luadilcanal,

37. Juid.; Yheport ef ight righter Cperstions ad Fenderson Field,"

35, Fifth a7 Taectieal Sullebin leo. 11, 9 July 1943, U. S. Dighl Fighters
Score over Cuadslesrsl," in A=2 Lih., G=l2807; CF-Th-11944 (20 irr. 43},
! CULBIZE0PLC to Chder of wheff, Tes, , 1184, 20 lrr. 433 Uictory of
Detechmont #2? Lipht Fighter fwizdron, 13 Feh,-20 Sen. /3.
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39. Form Z4's, Oth Uight Fighter Det., 29 larch-4 wpri?l9d3,13-17 april
1943. During Loril s11 training flichts were held Lo a minimum,

@ /0. Irid., 11-17 .pril 1943,
K. Thide, 25 igril~l lay 1943.

/2. Whight Fiphter Technioue on Gnednlcenal,” Lb. Col. & We Tyer; "Feprord
ol Light T'ichter Operstions ot lenferson Field."

/3. Ikdd.; O =TE=CC31 (15 Lmy £3), GO, 3@ Fleet Lo 060°, Lsk Flech, -LL0G6L
GR 2CE, 15 l'ay 43, SCR ko. 10.

the CUmIn~13077 (21 l'ay /43), CODATRBOLE to GO WIRSOPAS, 5192309 CR AO BT,
SCR ML 323 Adr Cowkat Iniel. Geporb, 16-22 Vay 10/3 feited as ACT
with crpropriste Gateg? , in A=2 Tdb,., E~244573 "Geport of hight Fighter
Operzticns ot Hendersen Field":'o,, US.PISPL, Alr Information “ulletin
Lo. 13, 2 June 1943, in &=7 Lib., E-R4308; COMLISSCLS | eekly latel,
fim., 15=-21 Vay 19/3. The calle indicites thet eight planes vere sent
up tul other reporis stete only scven.

L5, Ibid.; CleT.-17505 (29 Lrr. £3), hew Cal. to JOVFFC, ; 2222, 28 frr. 43.

Lb. CL=Tn-17861 (28 lmy 43), Drmons to CG, 847, . 3456, 28 Iny A3.

4. CL=CTT-3183 (& June 43), lorshall to Ervmon, @ 5531, © June 43.

6. Ci=T=91%7 (15 June 43), Hurmon to «rnold, . 822, 1Z June 43.

Ao, Inigd, .

50. GF=CUT-6187 (15 June 43), sracld to Furnon, Tane 5696, 15 June L33
Cl=CUT=9790 (23 Jure 43), srncld to COUGIROPAC, /53098, 23 June 43,

53, Ferm 24, 6th Lighi Fighter Det.,10-1¢ Tay 1%/2. In lay one vlene
vee loot when cr engive friled cu weke-off because of lack of a
gufficient supply of replacerent cylindere.

52, Form 34%s, fth bight Firkter Det., 10-18 I'ay, 17-23 lVay 19/32.

53’ - Ihjg_ .y lr "23 I:&y 1?1,3 .

- 54, Ibid., 7-13 Jube, 14-20 June, 7327 Jure, 22 June-4 July 1943.
ar £
4 ; \
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55.

5¢.

€0,

C1,

&l

€l

()Y
n
-

The £L1Cth Hight righter Squadrven reacked Fighter Fo. 2 on Guadalcrral
on 15 lloventer 1945, and iuwn diabely teran Lo retrain its pilots in
P-331z, but it vas = costly process. Ty bbe end of the wonth it had
yrecked one P70, three P-33's, and had lest its comranding officer,
Cart. Jchn J. | eCloskey on the 22d. (Eilctory of Lhe £15Uh Ight
Fighier Squadron, aciivation through 31 Tecerhber 19.3.) In late
Lovenver sdriral Jefain vas concerred over ke "critical veakness" of
night fighters in tle Freific; he sugcested thet an ahierph he made to
neeign some mF night figater oomadrons eguirred wilh "oscuito sir-
eraft to tke Pacific area, CH=OUT-1C610 (27 Nov, 43), Giles to Arnold,
$1101, 26 Lov. L3, in Feeors file, 1200-13¢9,CrTice of Gable Zecretary.

Or-I8-3795 (o Lar, /13), Farmon to Marshsll, 5580, 7 lnr, £33 CiWIN-it
(10 Veare 43), Few Cal. to -.\R, €044, 10 Yar, 3.

bline Leying Operations by Airereft in the Buin-Tenolel iree," 20-21
I'erch 1943, in U800 Hist, Div. files.

Thid,; Strike Vissicn Levort, 3let Jomb Sq. (U'), 21 Jarch 1943, in
ULl Rish, Div, Tiles; Consolidabes lisolen Leport, He,, 307th Toob.
Cp. (£}, 20 Izreh 1943, in ibid.

Strike T'iscien Levort, 3ist Bowh Sg. (E), 21 "ieh /35 CIW-DI-11€50
(22 Inr. 43), GO.G'LSOPLS to Chief of Staff, TSk, ~£931, 22 Iar. 43.

Wljine Laying Cperaticns by Adreraft in bke Ewin-Tonolei irea," 20-21
I'mreh 19433 Gonpolidated ldesicn leport, Ho., 307th Bomb. Gp. (H),

21 Vepch 19433 Slrilte Mission Ferort, Z1lst Serb Sq. (B), 22 areh 1943;
Cl-T¥-121%6 (25 ler. 43), COIGENLCELC to Chiefl of Stalf, USA, 47005,

23 ler. 43,

aCIl, 2-8 Tay 1942,

Thide; Cl-Ih-10396 (1€ ey /3), OO, 3d Fleet o OO, 1st Fleet,
S150543 CR 71 iT, 15 Lay 43.

Cr-TH=4938 (8 Vay 43), GO, 34 fleet to 6CL, lst Fleet, -070552, LOF
1501, 8 ey 433 Cl-TU=-5705 (© T'ey £2), COLINSOLE to A(IATLECR.LG,
# 081105 NCR 2319, 9 I'sy 43.

Ci-T1-G631 (15 lay /3), CO™, 3@ Fleet he GO, ist ¥leet, 140661 GR
208, 15 Tay 15, SCF Kk 10: AGIR, 9~15 May 1943.

Tbid.; &ir Coxbot Intel, Iog, Feb. 1C-July 10, 1943, rigiter Cond.,

[2.0-12 feited e Figibur Corsand Log, 10 Feb.=10 July 1943/, in USIG

Hirt, Div, Tiles., It is in'ercoting to note the nultirlielty of iypes of
gireraft then avsiluble teo #izbher Gommand, TFor this interceplicn 30 Fil's,
32 1/F's, 11 P=38's, 12 P-391s, 11 P-40's ( ui), and & P-40%s (FICAF) were
senl up., These two revorts »iffer by one plene., The larines 1lict only 1€
P-/0's, To fly tle A4F fiphlers, detachments of the 67ih, 63th, 4ith, &th,
and 339Uk Fighter Sousdrons, end headquarters 247bh Fighter Group were

ettached to the 70bh Fighter Squcdron on 7 April 1943, F F0th
Fighter Sq., 511 April 1945. T
e o ;;Ecgiigllnll
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€6, ACIR, 9-15 lay 19433 Fiphter Gormend Log, 10 Feob,=-10 July 19433 CI-TI-
9631 (15 Loy £3), GO, 3d Fleet to COl, iet Fleet, ;140661 CR 208,
15 Tlay 43, 0o MR 10; Swar Diary, Fiehter Cornrend, Guodaleanal, inp. IV,
Wesults of Fipghter .chion on Gusdalesnal,” The P-35 pilot lost here
veg Lt. Go Ho Gill of the 12th Fighter Squadron. . The reports dissgree
on the total number of Zsros encountersd; either 25 or 26 vere met,
. During this engoperment several P=/0's were jumped Ly FAU's and two
nerrowly escaned Jjestruchbiori. FYo., ULGFISPA, Ar Inforraticn Fuliebin
I‘?O. 12, 26 I'a-y 1911—3, in A=2 Ilib., K-?[;SO?.

7. CE=IN=2G3% (15 imy £43), GO, 34 Fleet to GOV, lst Fleet, 140661 CR
Z08, 15 'my /3, &Ch LR 10.

€8, &£CIH, 16«22 Uy 19.3.

&9, Fraport of ine laying in kahill snd Shortland Islund Areas, Iay 19,
20, 23, 1943,% in UEIC Hist, Div. {iles; lar Diary, Strike Cormand,
CGunIRSOLE, 2 April-25 July 1943, in ULlC Diet, Div. files.

0. ZIbid.t Form 34, 42/, 3emb S, (M), 17-23 lay 1943; incl. ("evort of
lue Deying dn hahili and Shortlend Islend arecs, lay 19, 20, 23,
19/31), Gonselideted liission ltepert, 307th Bomb. Gp, (7), 19 "ay 1943,

71, TEF Tontel,, VI=-11, 20 liay 1943, in “Leport of line Layinr in Kahili
nd Shorbland Island [reas, Usy 19, 20, 23, 1943"; uar Diary, Strike
Command, GOIaIBGOLE, 2 Lrril=25 July 1943, in USLC Fist. Div, files.

72. Torm 34, 4R24ith bowb, Sq. (E), 1723 Izy 1943; Intel. Report,.307th
Bombe Cp. (H), 20 i'ay 1942, in ihid.; Intel, J'eport, TT6B, 20 lay 1943,
in iid. ] .

73. war Diery, Strike Comrend, COULIFSOLE, 2 Ayril-25 July 19433 % _eport of
bine Leying in Kehili cnd Shortland Ielsnd lxees, “ay 19, 20, 23, 1943%;
I=F Intel., VI-11, 23 lay 19435 Tntel, Tepord, V.83, 23 Vay 1943;
Censclidated Vission Terort, 5th Bonb.Gp. (H), 25 "lay 19/3; Intel.
Feport, 207th Somb, Gp. (H), 23 fay 19/3, 11 in USIC Hist, Div, files.
Six of the B-17's vere from the _lst Zewbordment Sousdron (B), and
eight Lrom the 394th. The e plenes were over the target area from
0250 Lo 0330, Gombe frem one =24 would noh relezse,

7L, TOF Intel,, \T-11, 23 tay 1943.

75. 40IR, 16~22 ey 1943; CI=IN-14104 (%2 'my 23), COU', 3d Fleet to GO,
lst Fleet, ., Z1C60L GE 118 BT, 21 lay 433 COVATRLOLS leekly Intel.

) Sune, 15-21 ity 1943,

76e AOTL, 2329 liy 1943; CGILIIZOLS .eekly Intel, Sur., 29 Lay 1043.
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77. COMAIRSOLS ‘.eekly Intel, Sum., 4 June 193,

m‘i’zo, I‘Eotes, C}l&p. II

76. ACIR, 2329 Vay 1943; CU-IN-16081 (25 Kay 43), COM, 3d Fleet to
RALCSOWLSPAC, AR #240531 SCR 14, 24 ¥ey 43; COMAIRSOLS Weekly Intel.
Sum., 22-29 May 1943. liagers, formerly Hi Esmaro, had to be
abandoned and sunk by PT torpedoes on 26 gy,

79. YVar Diary, Fighter Command, Guadalcamal, App, II, "Enemy Planes Shot
Dom by Fighters from Guedsleanal Area," in USMC Hist. Div. files.
A1l four of the month's bag of Bettys were destroyed by AAF planes.

80. ACIR, 30 May~3 Jure 1943; VWar Diary, Strike Command, GOMAIRSOLS, 2 April-
25 July 1943; CM-IN~1015 (2 June 435, COMGENSOPAC to Chief of Staff, USA,
#559, 2 June 433 Form 34, 370th Bomb, Sq. (H), 30 May-5 June 1943;
COMAIRSOLS Weekly Intel. Sum., 30 May-4 June 1943.

8l. ACIR, 23-29 May 1943.

82, Form 34, 370th Bomb., Sq. (K), 30 May-5 June 1943; CM-IN=3056 (5 June 43),
COM, 3d Fleet to COM, lst Fleet, SCR #16, 040522 GR 104, Z June 43.

83. ACIR, 6-12 June 19433 CM-IN-3675 (6 June 43), COMAIRSOLS to COMATRSOPAG,
SCR #14, 050943,

84. 1bid.; Var Diary, lighter Command, Guadalcanal, App. IV, "Results of
Fighter lction on Guadalecanal," The AAF pilot lost with the P=40
was lst Lt. R. J, Sooter of the 44th Fighter Squadron. One SBD erew
wes recovered off Santa Isabel. GOMATRSOLS '.eekly Intel. Sum., 13 June
19.3.

85, ACIR, 6-12 June 1943. Two days later Lieubenant Bade returned to combat
to sheot down one sure and one probeble kill over the Russelis,

86, ACIE, 6-12 June 1943.
87. COMATRSCLS Weekly Intel. Sum., 11 June 1943.

58, CM-IN-A857 (8 June 43), COMAIRSOLS to GOMAIRSOPAG, SCR #9, 071946 GR 43,
7 June £3; ACIR, 6-12 June 1943; CM-IN=7/47 (12 June /3), CONGENSOPAC,
G=2 to CCMGENAAF, #749, 17 Jwe 43.

89. Ibid.; Fighter Interception Peport, Hq., 18th Fighter Gp., 17 June 1943,
in A-2 Lib,, R-26397, The Ak punners on the Fussells clatmed one
additional enemy vlene. RNZAF pilots credited with kills were s/L M,
Herrick, F/Lt. Crieg, F/Lt. Duncan, end Sgt. Martin. R.N.7.A.F. in the
Facific, Historical Surwary, Aug. 1944, p. 10, in AFSEO files, 7.i52-L.

“p—— ]
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90. TFighter Inlcreeption i=port, Hg., 18th Fighter Gp., 17 June 1943,

91. Var Diery, Fighter Command, Cuadaleanal, ipp. IV, "TFesults of Fighter
Lction on Guadalcanal," ihile parachubing to safety, one Marine pilot
wag hadly injured by the propeller of en enemy plane whose pilot
’ attempted to strale, O =IN-7447 (12 June 43), CCIGDNSOPAC, G-2 to
COLGENLY, 2742, 12 June /2,

92« er Diary, Tighter Command, Guadaloanal.

23, Ol-IN=£677 (11 June 43), COLATIRECLE to COLLTREOPLG, 101014 SCR +11,
10 June £3; <CIR, 6-12 June 19/3; Form 34, 12th Fighter Sq., 7-13 Jure
1943. Two of the P-33'c vere from the 12th Fighter Squadron, two
from the 33%9th, but the 12th elnimed the Jetty. (Ibid.; CiIN-7590
(12 June £3), COU, 34 Fleel bto OCL, let Fleet, /1105352 SOR '6.) Two
mors Betiys were turned Lack,

ke 10T, =12 June 10433 CI-IN-3346 (14 June 43), OCT", 36 Fleeh to GOL,
1st Fieet, STR 12, 1205297 GR 121, 13 June A3,

95. war Liwry, righter Conacnd, Cundulecnal,

o9&, Fignber Inlurcevtlon keport, Fao., 136h Sighler Gp., 12 June 1943, In
A=l Lib., E=2€373, The kev Zezland pilot In the P=A0 loot bere was
FZ? B.T.Ce ﬁqyp?th. ifaxr ﬁiaryz E%ghter gorﬁand, Guadeleonal, Lpp. IV,
esulhe of Jichler .cllion on Cundalewral.®

97. Ihld.; 7i bty Intercention "eport, ¥q,, 18tk Fighter Gp,, 12 June 1943,
wF forees consistod of 11 P=flnlg, 8 P-3%0Te, 4 P~39K's and Pe3slis,
und 6 P-33GTs, Yhe RhZLF provided 13 F-A0's. In this seiion Cant.
Foberlt b westirock ol the LAith Fighter Squadron scored his Tifth
Bill., Tie wmizsinge Farine pilot vas Capt. U, @', Hehmith of ViP-321,

0%, LO0IN, 13-19 Jure 193, lecording to tighler Corwcnd the tolal was 54
fighlrrs, in sddiblon to the four Jethys “eslreyes on the 10th. ‘tar
Dia?y, Pighler Cormumd, fGuadale mal, .rpe IV, "hesults of Fighter
wmehbion on Guadslcansl,

99, Gl-TH-10632 (17 June £3), COLGZNECPAC to Chief of Saff, USA, (869,
17 June 433 CU=T-9537 (16 June £3), GO, 3d Fleet to CIKCSOWEAPAC,
5CR , 10 - 1506002 GR 133, 15 June /33 SOILIRSOLS Leekly Intel. Sum.,
13 June 1943,

‘ 100, iCLi, 13-19 June 1943; inel, (Var Diavy, sipiter Gowrand, Suedaleenal),
“.ebion Teport, Fighting Lquadren Lieven, 16 Jupe 1923 .°

SECTRTT TREORMATION
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101, Ibid.; :CLi, 13-19 June 19/3, Fighber Cormand scrambled T35 FAU's, 25 Fl¥=llg)
12 P-38's, 1,: Pe3Clo, snd 24 PmiQls 3 of vhiech & vere RNLAY, Ch-IN=~11857
{19 Jure L,,) GOMS0PAG 1o CO°.TCH, 190114 ECR ©, 19 Jime 43,

10%. Inel. (oor Dlery, sighier Coryand, Guadaleanal), “.etion Fenort, Fight-
. ing Squecren Lleven, 16 June 1943"% ACIT, 13-19 June 1943 GIu-II\.-LSS'?
(1& Jure /3), CCIR0PC to 0O THCH, 15011/ SCR 9, 19 June /3.

103. Inel. (wur Disry, Fichler Cormend, fusdelernel), Fiction Report,
Fightliny Squadron Bleven, June 16 19&3"-,&015 13-19 June 1943,

104, Gil=IN-10351 (17 Jure /3), CCIGILECPSC, G-2 to ACUAR, “856, 17 June 43.

105, Ibhid.; Torm 34, 239th Fichler £q., 14=20 June 1943; \lar Niary, Fighter
CGomrand, _;uacxa._canal, app. IV, "Besults of Fighter Action on Guadalesnal,”
The mosh complebe brerddown o:t‘ the rfeores of the various types of
plikes is =g followss

Tyre tirborre In conhect ¥neny a/c dest. Allied
epps DY or W9 iorses
YAl 25 b P4 L 2
FL¥=L ] ‘56 17 16 3
p=33¢ (33%tk) 12 £ - -
P=3910 5 13 6 5 -~
I-JOF ond & 16 1. 10 10 1
) P=20 (BisF) 8 -] — — =
104 7L 45 22 6

(£CIr, 13-19 Jure 19/3.) The ¢l vleres claimed by Fighter Cormznd
inelude four raditionel Zeros and zre £ higher fisure than that
represented shove, but becavse Fighter Corcend's figure was compiled
at o Jater date, it probubly is btased upon & rﬂore complete over-all
sralysls of the ection, Torm 34 of the Alth Yiphter Squedron indica-~
{es thet 15 P-38's took off inste:d of the 16 listed in the cables,
(Form 34, 44th Firkter £q., 1420 June 1943.) The P-33G!'s were flown
by the 339th Fighler Savudren Detschment, the P-29N0's by bhe 3/7Hh
iehter Group Detechment. Form 34, 3471h Fighter Gn, Debt,, 34-20
June 1043,

166, Gi'-15-11357 (19 June /3), CCILGRAT 1o COY TLLH, 31’-}013:& SCR 9, 19 June
433 ver Diery, Fighter Com-and, Cusdaleanal, arpe IV, "Results of
dighter setion on Guadnlcunal,”

‘ 167, Ibid,

168, CI-IN.1A857 (19 Jure /3), CCISCF.C to CUGIDICH, - 190114 SCR 9, 19
June /3., The LK Celeno a.nd LT 31,0 both ﬁustamed divect hits; the
latber «as earrying the 12th PIU wp to C.CITE and in the Toabing all
it eré mersonel equiprent var destreysd, Loth erafl were sursequently
returned bc cervice,
AN
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109, OW=-QUT-7C63 (17 June 43}, arnold to Heruon for Helcey, “Rane 5754,
17 June /3,

110. Ol=IN-11225 (15 June 43), GO, 3d Fleet to COI', lst Fleet, 170529
1CR 804G, 18 June /3; [CIk, 13-19 June 19/3, Tecent estimates had
’ plreed ervery oir shirength in the Solomonge-lew "ritsin-lew Ireland
erea gt srproxiuctely 3503 thur on the 16th more than one guarter of
this force -ws destroyed, CULINSOL: «eekly Intel, Sum., 18 June 1943,

111, Hirbory of the 26 somtardrent Group (IT), i5 Jan, ;L%l to 30 June 19/3,

112, Ibid.s ltr., Cen, Twining to Cen, ‘rnold, 2Y April 1943, in RAG 312,1-C,
Operctions Letters.

113. Ihid.; Hictory of the /24 Bomb.rireah Oroup (?"), 15 Jan, 1943 to 30 June
1943, 'The ground echelons of ihe 390th Squadron and of Fe dovarters,
424, Borbardwent Group (1) hed rome up to Carney om 5 Ty Lo establish
bivouac treve for the bousing and -ccomnmedstion of the remainder of
the group. The 70th remained abt Fiji, ilyirnp search missions Tor the
IT Tslend 4ir Concwnd wnd vvalbing seipmmernd of B-25's to replece
its 1 orn B-2bls,

114. Form 324, €9th Somb. Su, (1), LL=20 June 1943; Ci/=IN-0337 (16 June 43),
G, 3d ¥leet to DLLCSOWISP.C, SCR 10, 41504002 GR 133, 15 June 43,
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Chapter IiIX

s 238/5/D, 23 Larch 1943.

The condrrence held its first Vhite House meeting on 12 Tay 1943,
CCS 739/1, 23 ley 1943, This is s repert by bhe U, &, Joint Staff
Planrers as smended and avproved by the CCS in their 92d meeting,
21 Loy 193,

Ibig,

Ibid. ] .

GOS 23971, 23 Uny 19433 (08 242/6, 25 »ay 1941.

CCS 220, 14 Dy 1943. It was agreed that the U, S, would assist in the
recapture of Hongkong,

6CS 239/1, 23 Lay 19/3.

COS 24275, 25 Lay 1943.

OGS 924 leeting, 21 Lay 1945,

G0S 1st white llouse meeting, 12 Tay 1943, in Trident Gonference,

CCS 239/1, 23 Iny 1943.

"The army in the South Pacific,

CiiI Combat Herratives, mUperations in the New Georgie urea, 21_June-
5 August 1943,Y Z;:-:ited ag YOperations in the Hew Georpgia Areal/, in
42RO files,

Ibide, Ps 2+ lunde was bomberded on the night of 4-5 Jenuary, Vila
on 23=2), Jurmery, Limds and Tile on 5«6 [reh end 12-13 lay.

Ibid., p. 23 "The frmy in the South Facific’;CCiliDi E0LS veekly Intel.
Sun., L7-23 Larch 1943, Occusionally there were reports of a few land
plunes here, but not much improvement in the etrip was ever observed.

"Operations in the Kew Ceorgla Area," p. 3.
SECURITY ‘
I !gv.
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*

18, PThe Alr Aspect of the Wunda Campaign," SOFACFOR, U, S, Pacific Fleet, 15
Avgust 1943 feited s "The Air Agreet of the WMunda Campeign®/, in A-2
Lib., K=32480. ZIhese two were later knewn as Sunlight and Henerd,
respectively.

1¢, In the pericd 14 to 20 June, Carney was out of commizsion for three dsys
. due to flood eonditions. Heavy raing and floods had put soft spots in
the runway and cver a four=day perdod roads from the camp area domn to
the flight line were washed out., Form 34's, 424th Bomb, Sg. (H}, 9-16
June 1943, and 424th Bomb, Sq. {H), 14~20 June 1943.

20, Halsey Kepert; "Cperastions in the New Georgis Area," p. 5; Special Action
Report, Hq., New Cecrgia Air Force, 29 June-13 Aug. 1943, Annex A, in
USMC Hist. Div. files; Cperation Flan Ne. A8-43, Task Force Thirty One,

FE 25/A16=3 (1), Serial 00274, 4 June 1943 Jcited as Operation Plan No.,
AS-AS, TF 3 -

<1, Ixld.

22. Opersticns of the Z5th Infantry Division in the Central Solomons, 14 June
1%44,, in AGQ, Conbat Analysis See., 325-33.4.

23. Operation Flan No, 7=43, Task Force 33, Al6-3/Mj., Serial 00557, 18 June
1943 Jeited &s Cperation Flan No. 7=-43, TF 33/, in USMC Hist. Div, files;
Heleey Report; "The Army in the South Pacific"; Operation Plan No. AB=43,
TF 31.

2. "The Army in tle South FPacifie,W

25, Operation Plan No. A8=43, TF 31,

26, Operaticn Flan No. 7=43, TF 33.

27. Operstion Plan No, A8«/3, TF 31, Annex D, MAir Support Plan, Toensils
Operation,®

28, Ibid.
29, Operation Plan No. 7=43, TF 33; Specisl Action Report, Hyg., New Georgla
Lir Force, 29 June=13 Aug. 1943. This would be done initially from
ghoard the transport NcCewley until shore facilities were ready.
30, Special Action Report, Hq., New Georgis Air Force, 29 hune-13 Aug. 43,
innex C, "Plane for Air Support Missions for Ground Operations and for
' Fighter Direection in the New Georgla Area, 24 June 1943."

31. Operstion Plan No. A8-/3, TF 31, Arnex D, "Air Support Flan, Toenalis
Operstion"; Operation Plan No. 7=43, TF 33,

W

S’ ] i CO,’*C‘B?‘HIIH
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i VRH-20, Notes, Chade T1T _eeumin 20,

33. History of the 67th Fighter Squadron, ..chivebicn to 31 December 1943.
L, Jean F, Doar, who builed oub on the vay up to Guadaleonal, was
picked up by the Huvy--ub the cost of 76 crwes of beer, :ccording to
. ihe unit's historian. 3y 13 July the squodron hed left only 17 plenes
ag a regult of Ihs rarpy z2ecidenbn,.

32, Ibig,

34 Mperatioms in the e Georgla irea," n, £,
35. "The Alr . coect of the 'uudz Cumpmign.d
36. Ibid, These 1wre gveilsble se Tellorst
wvailanie assimed
Fighters 213 253
Tight bombers 170 193
Hecvy bombers (incl. FBlY's
for cooreh missions) 72 32
455 533
Zy bypess
Zichters Lirist Dbombers Heevy bonmbers
Bhimd, 72 L5D 71 3-17 9
FLu b5 T3F 72 -24 23
P=40 A7 B=25 21 PBLY.] 30
P33 17 {(Primery mission~
P30 a2 L search)____
. 213 70 72

In zdidilion, of the ron-coriat tyres (inecludin: search end ubiiiby
rlenes) 45 ver: aveileble cub of the OO0 essigned. OCI SOL3 Leekly
Intel, sum., 9 July 1943,

37« Fistory of the /74 Jomb. Gp. (1), 15 Jan, 1941 to 30 Jure 1943; CI=Il-
17927 (2 June /3), CCILINECLS to GOLLIREOTAL SO 11 262336, 26 June
* 433 OCUALi SOLS | eelly Inkel, Siim., 25 June 1943,

3. TFhotos of Twbaul taven late in Iay indicated 53 VF, half of +hem &
new twin-engine fighter iype. CCLLIESULS leekly Intel, Sum., 29 Nay
1242,

3¢, Cr=IN=1772&6 (22 Jure 43}, CUI,38 Fleet to COVEC. LoPal, 0T 5 2704527,
- 27 Jun. 433 «OIR, 20-26 June 1943,

"~y
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oo T

40. "Operations in the New Ceorgia areu,” p. 93 Report of Operstlons of
the 43d Division during the unds Campeirn, Fg., 434 Infagntry Div.,
. O Zgi'ned w8 Ferort of Cperwntions of the A3d Division/, in aGO
Corbat Analysis Sec., 343-33.4 (12231). The tegl landing Torce con-
gisted of Compenies "G and "7%, Ath U'szrine Relder Battalion, and
. Corpanies "..7 and WO%, 1026 Infaubry leginemt, Segl wes beld jointly

Ly the Jrry end acines unlil 29 June, when the lotter were withdrawn.

L1, Ibid.; "Cperciions in lhe Nev Georgla Jres," p. 10; Srecisl setion
jieport, Fg., Liew Georgla 4lr Force., The ID Giin took & shell in tle
encine roon in this retlon. furing the lendir;'s on hendova, {5 Japs
were killed. CI-IN=1773 (3 July 43), CIF 31 to CONSOP:C, : 021047
&6t 9, 2 July 23,

42e Bpeclal wction Teport, Ho,, Kew Georgia 4ir Force, sunex E, "Daily
Intellipence Summorlieg” %ited &g Wew Georgis Lir Force, Daily Intel.
511!’3_,_7 y in TEUC Histe Div, files; “Navy Fighber Control in the Sclomons,”
Lt. Burton itkinsen, UEIL, in ALFSAT Tntel, Feports, I'arch 1944, in
4=2 Libe, E=52059, The Fignter Commend officer wes a [erine lieutenant
colonel; the Fiphter Uirector var s U'avy lleubenant, cesisled by Fovy,
ariy, und New Zealond personnel,

43¢ Iblde; Ler Dicry, Lighter Comend, Guadalcenal.
bhe OULINECLL »eelly Inbel, Bum., 2 July 19/3,
45, BOperetions ir the Few CGeorgle .xes," v, 113 4CIT, 27 June~3 July 1943,

L6, Ibid,.; var Diery, Fickter Conmend, Guadaleensl; OCGIAINCCILE tee' 1y Tnbel.
SWﬁo, 7 J'U.i}" 19430

e JLIR, 27 June-d July 19423 YWprretiors in lhe New Ceorgia area,! pre 11-
’ J AL e b y I
13, Lelavler finelly sonk st 20235 efier receiving three borpede hits
woavae . J & .
fror friendly PT craf* which mistook ler for an enemy shin.

L3, OCU-TI-31Z {1 July £3), COUATNSCLS to OO LINS(FAC, ~IGh 10 301252,
30 June /33 ACIF, 27 Jure-3 July 19/2; Lar Diary, Fighter Ce.rend,
Guadeleorul, Lirpe IV, "eoultse of sHer (oticn on Cuadslesnal 0
« wezkiom of this figure is vo rcllowss

142 Teros %2 Dive borters (Valc)
6 Tloct Zevos (Tafer) 2 Tetbyo
18 71/ex Eallys:
"" Thils 1ae the higle, U goore yeb acldeve’ in o ginrle day,
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13id. Fleme les.es by wype vere re follovst 16 F4¥te, 16 FAU's, and
4 P=40%'s, Gix of bhe total vere opersbionsl lorses. 4 rough estirate
of eneny persorrel losses indlestber un ervenditure of rove than 500
pilote and wircre.—en, These 411icd locses exelude the figures for
kezvy and mediuu boiders,

Wihe Lir sevect of Lhe Tunda Campaign,?

Special /Acticn Report, Hq., Kew Ceorgia iir Force; New Ceorgie Air
Force, Daily Intel, fum,

Ibid,

CCUSIIE0LE Geelkly Intel, Sun., 9 July 1943; Var Diary, Fighter Command,
Gurdaleural, Lppe IV, "Lesulis of Fighter setion on Guadaleanal®s ACTR,
&7 Jupe=2 July 1243. Oae .oF pllot, It I, C. T, Vewlander, was rot
recovereds. Obher losces were tiree PAF'e, one r4T, and two IdNAF P=f0's,
ver 12lf of the eneny rlanes Jestreyed vere (ive torbhers, fleat plines R
nd pedium Lopbers, all relobively eacy larcebs,

Wewy Flgiber Control in the Solemons,® Ib, Burion Abkinson, USHR, in
eV bl b 3 3 L]
LEEAT Talel. Neporbe, loreh 1244,

Itr., Cen, T'sruen ic Gen. =ropeld, 13 July 1043, ir ...G 312,1-D, Cpere-
Licte Letllersy 8recial ..elion Teport, Hg., Kew Ceorgia iir rorce; New
Geergle &ir Yeree, Daily Twiel. Sup.j JCTL, 27 Jume=3 July JO43.

ver Llery, Sijubr Gorsend, Guedelcensl, Lpp. IV, Hlesulte of Fighter
wcbicn on Guodalcural"; ew Ceorpia air l'ores, Dally Irtel. Sum. st
1ECE edght rove D307 lorc sere on slaticn, Solloved Gy nrobher eicht ab
167,

Ferm 24y 3000h 2igider Lg. Lob., 27 June~d Joly 1875, There three
ceee WA Lre, Rielard He “oekor, A, N, Sylvester, and Foward 3. Stivers,
AT alicved lert cte to feel shortae while returrdry rem dheir

wiceion.

Lire, Oen, Foroen 1o Cen, srneld, 13 July 1942, in .oG 312,1-D, Crerge
t B ’ ’ s vl
tlens Lollers.

Form 34, Sth Fhole.Sg., o0 June-i July 10433 Fq., A)lied .ir Jerces,
SEh, Inbels Sume Voo 117 (3 July), Voo 312 (7 July),Te, 119 (10 Suly
184 5, in «rill filss.

< - P P
~ N
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(2.

5

<9,

0.

7.

T3e
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LONFIDENRAL

Lirs, Con. Tvinirs be Con, luverne Seunders, DC/A8, & July 1943, in
aul 312.1-D, Crerations Lotters; oar Diary, Strike Corrand, COV:IRSQIS,
2 April-ls July 10433 CI-10-315 (1 July ABS s CUURIRESCLE to GO0 ILGORLC,
LE0R 9 200511, 20 Jure 23, Cn tie Llsh a flight of rine T=2/Ts dise
rabehed acalnst Eahili e wnetle to reach the lerpcet dve to weather,
and cene rlone  zs loob beenose of enyine fellure. Ihe erew was localed
e il duy by B osreclcl szorch of tioee B=24Vs and rescved hy Durbo.
EForm 34, 370th Borhe Sq. (F), 27 Juone-d July 1943.

Lir., Gen, Twirdwy; to Gen. Loverre Saunders, ¢ July 1043, [ighter
Cozrand Liste 1€9 nlancy by o July, with an 111icd certat locs of

~

27, evelveive of 7 overciional losses,

lew Geerpla ldr ioree, Duily Inbel, Zwr.; CU-IN-7005 (10 July /3),
CTF to COTLOPLC, ;1C0LZ3L LG 1R, 10 July 43; Speciel l.ticn Deport,
Fae, lew Coorpia Lir Yorce, The five knocked dovm Ly vhe fighters
were lieted os Lallys; in additicn, the fay's score ircluded six
Zeros, ‘wer Ulnry, Fishber Cornand, Geadalesnel, arp. IV, Weanlts
of Figitter fietion on Guadalconnl.®

Miavy Fighter Conirol in ile Eolemens," Lb., Burion itkinsen, TZNE,
in a-084T Intelligence Reportc, areb 1924,

Speeial Leiion Feport, Pg., Uew Ceoorgis iir Foree,

aCIb, 3-10 July 19433 wer Gisry, Fighber Command, Guadelesnal, ipp.IV,
hesults of righter icbion cn Cuzdalcanal,”

oOl, 2-10 July 19433 Hev CGeorgla Alr Force, Uaily Intel. Sun.

Interview vith Gant. &, C. Ring, USH, 5 Oet. 1943, in 4-2 Lib., K-/ 5097,
Cantain Ring wes operabicnn eificer feor COLIAS0LS,

Lir., Cen. Twining to Gen. Laverne Zeaunders, oS July 1943.

CiwIhe7530 (11 duly 43), COTII=CPAC he COUTTLALF, 31372, 11 July /3;
lir., Gen. Hurmen to Cen. arrold, 13 July 1943. In additien to the
A9 reportwd on hund, 10 vure due in hy bort on 13 July; 20 more were
ascheduled for July shiprent.

Ltr,, Gep. H' rxmen to Gen. Jarold, 13 July 1S/3.

ImCOT-5178 (13 July £3), srneld to Ezrmon, |, Fane 6321, 12 July 43;
merio for Gel, derquist by Lt. Col. Roger L. Shewrer, 11 July 1943,
in Catle ['ersages, New faledonla, In and Cut, July 1943, in SFSRO
files,

iCpereticns in the Few Georgia Aves," p. 9.

‘THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

75 Ltr., Gen. Hormon to Gen. srnold, 13 July 1943; OI=-IH-7005 {1C July
/ 3), CYF 31 to CUSURAC »1COLR23E LT 12, 10 July /3; Rew feorgia
Lir rorce, Ually Intel, Sim.

74e  Orcreticns Mnelyeis .ec,, 12th i, "Lreses, Accidents and Injuries
. of Figlisr Flanes and Pilotc in °olaticn to Flying Pine, Soleron
Islimis, June lhrovgh Doveri-er 1943,% 15 4erll 1944, in A=2 Lih,,
Ew57520, The P-39'g ere vithdraym in Lenbener,

Tle Likre, Gone Hurmon to Gon, .xrold, 13 July 193,
The d0AG.
7. VOperaticns i 'he 1ew Georgia .rea," rpe 23-30,

B0s Ihid., rp. 30-31; OV-TN=5302 (8 Tuly 23), GO, 3d ileet to OC, 1st
Fleet, 070026 HGh 1406, & July 43.

6l. "Operatiorsg in tie Lew Georpia urea,” rne 34-25,.
825 Ih _i_d_o, T A5

t3e aCIR, 11-17 July 1243; ar Diary, Fighter Gomnand, Cvedalcanal, Arp, IV,
"Lesults of kirtler chbion on Guadaleanzl.”

8. Ibif.; OIN, 11-17 Jnly 1943; OV-IR-9&625 (1/ July /3), GONCTFSOPAC to
Chief of {tualf, Uta, r1423, 14 July 3. One Fi: war lost here, btut
the pilot vas recovered,

ob. CUWHLIFLOLS . ekly Intel, Sum., 16 July 193, The Jenanese army alr
foree pogsibly vie invelved kere for sore of He airerifh vere rainted
a riotiled preen~hrown, (GU-TN-11174 (15 July 23), COIATIRSCLE to
COLLIEE0RLG, £1510/5 SR N @, 15 July 433 ACIR, 11-17 July 1943;
var Diary, @igiber Comrard, Guadaleznel, App. IV, "Results of Fighler
Lotion on Guadaleanal,?) Losses were 1 ¥LF of 7¥-2), 1 Corseir from
TIF-2153, snd ong P-/CF plloted Ty F/0 L E, urrey of Copt, Rohert
westbrookts AFBh Ficuber fovadran, The 11 aF P-40's cleimed 17,5
ploares Aegbromnd in this -cbien, in ~hieh they «iphhed 31 homber:.
Form 34, L4th Licrhier So, Let,, 12-18 July 1943,

o
ot
[ ]

LOIR, 18-24 July 1943,

0
.q
L

¥Phe Air Lcreck of the Tunde Carmeim,”

03
L4
.

Ler Georgie sir Foree, Daily Inbel. Sung,

LS
N3]
L]

Ivid,

b
Y — £y

3 Ty Y
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CI'=Ti-5920 (¢ July 43), OTF 31 to COMEOPAC, YO90R02 <Gh 17, n, d.

C-IF=5287 (12 July /23)}, COIAIFSOLE to COOATRSOR.C, /1201562 SCR W,
12 Fuly 233 CL-IN-9633 (14 July /3), COII, 34 Fleet to GCIl, 1st Fleet,
£1210002 <00 7, 12 July /3,

CL-IN-5311 (8 July 43), CINCPAC Lo Ship Unit =t Sea, #082011, LCR 1303,
¢ July 43, On lo July orrrational cenmtrol of all i end secreulights
was given Yo the Cowending Genersl, lew Cecrgis .ir Command. .ith
t'ig authority, in afditien to cenirol of nirborre airersft and the
alr warning system, vhich be alresdy nocoessed, the Comranding General,
liew Georgla Alr Comrend was now betier able to ecordincte fighters

{6 . Opeeial setion Report, Hq,., Hew Ceorgis Air Force.

CreTE-973 (2 July /3), COUAIDSOLY to COLIRSOPLC, 10109517 SCR 14,
1 July /23 Cil-IN-2473 (4 July 42), COLGINSOPLC to Chief of Staff,
-G-E."‘., 7 1219, L J'llly ’3a

COLLLiSOLE 1 eekly Intel, Sume, ¢ July 1/3; Form 34, 726 Tomb. Sa.
(), 5-11 July 1943. On the (th cne aircraTt did not resch Batlsles
rnotiher was hil by Z0-m. fire end »z2s ilotally recked en Trading,
Forn 34's, TRA Loub. bu. (), 394tk Doub, Sq. (H), 370th Berb, Sq.
(H), 5-11 July 19/3; Var Diery, Strike Corvand, COUATRSCIS, 2 irrile
"5 duly 1943,

Form 34's, 69th Bowb, Sn. (i) (21~27 June 1943), 390th Borb, Sc. ()
(28 June-/ July 1943), 69%th Bomb. Sa. (") (5-11 July 1943); CL-TN-1770
(3 July 43), GOUATESCLS Lo GOILIRSUPAC, - 020103 SOR 8, 2 July /3.

Ltr., Cen, Tuining Lo Gen. Ioverre feunders, © July 1943. Twining
pointed cul at tre save tire tiot tie Usvy nov vRs inberfering very
little vith heevy-bomher employment.,

Form 24, 390+h Borb, fq. (), 12-18 July 1943,

Thid,; CI-T0-105%4 (15 July £43), CC GELECEAC to Chdel of Staff, UE4,
21446, 15 July /35 GI=I1-11320 (16 July £3), CUUAT S0LE to OO T50PAC,
¢ L52137 05 LR 10, 15 July /3,

wtr Diavy, Strire Cormend, GOUIIFSOLS, 2 irpil-25 July 1943; CM-TU-15310
(21 July /3), G.7&INS0LS to COIRIDSOPLC, 4200535 GR 70 BT SCp ™2 17,

Two 4P and 3 IMle serarated from the Torretion and headed for Tilm
via Slackett Strait; the olier shipe rerained in the Gulf 25 2 cover-
iny foree,

Ibid. s wer Disry, wirike Coragrd, CCIRINSOLS, 2 wprdled5 July 1943;

Porm 24, &Oth 3erb, Sq. (1), 19-25 July 1943: Forn 34, 390th Bomb. 5.
(1), 19-25 July 19/3; COLILL0Ly eekly Intel. Dum., 23 July 1943.

s s M e e i S + i 0 . imwm s o
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101, Ci-CUT-4319 (71 July (3), CCUATSCLE o COILIFSOFLG, ¥R00538 GR 79
LT &0F LR 17, In tho to nuveld bablles it wars egtineted that the
ereny foree loct ore OL, boree Lb's cefindtely sunk, lwo DD!'s neesibly
cunlk, tnd gix DDVe darmoped, Licurh it shewld te need that in the
secona netioh, that of 12-13 July, lhe 1i;ht erviser and Ae~trorer
assersed ar gunk, and tre tio Lbts listed s pocsilly sun? or demeged
. (ere e-eh) were ©ll nopersc? sclely en the Mugis of r “ar evidence,
Balopeed oo nlted bthis, U, 8, noval lesses were helerns in the first
retion, with seven o'Flicers ard 176 men dead or rissing. TIn the
second enpigerent v ry serious darage wes ineurred in the borpedoing
ol leander, &b, Louig, snd Hopolulu, ¢11 1icht crudsers, snd in the
lors of the destroyer fwin, with 61 officerc end ren rilled or wissirs,
(*Cperations in tle Fer Georgla iren,! wp, 23-31 and 34-L£5) Japaness
repcerts contain the lors of at lesst two Cestroyers and the Aamapin
of cne heavy crulser in the zrec of this setion on the night of 19/20
July. UchbZs Uemo Yo, Nav, 11, 16 Cet, 19/5,

10z, Fers: 24, OSth sord, Sq. (7)), 19-25 July 19/3.

105, Ley Georgle .ir ¥oree, Daily Inlel. Sum.; Form 34, 390th Powb. Sq.
(), 19-25 July 193,

104, C-E-12872 (15 July /3), COX, 23 Fleet to GOV, st Fleet, 150547
L0013, 15 quly /3; CU-TI-12617 GO ATFSOIE to COIWIFSGRLG, | 170013%
LOF Lt 17, 17 July 435 COILIRECLE @ cekly Inkel. Sum., 16 July 1943,

105, Form »f, F70th Sonb, Sg. (1), 12-18 July 1943; .ar Diary, Strike
Corpard, CCVAITSOLS, 2 Aprile=25 dvly 19/3; GOLAIRSCLS weekly Intel.
Gume, 23 July 1943. The escort consisted of 23 P-40's, 12 P-38's,
35 F4FVs, and L4 FiU's.

106, GCOIAINSCLS Teekly Tntel. Sum,., 23 July 1943,

107, OU-IN-13454 (19 July 43), CON, 3d Fleet Lo 0O, lst Fleet, 130540
SCR 6, 18 July £3; A0IR, 11-17 July 1943; Tar Diary, Strike Command,
COMATHSOLS, 2 April=-25 July 1943; War Diary, Fighter Comrand, Guadal-
canel, Twelve P-33G's of the 330th escorted the 1-24'c, chooting
down five of the 30 Leros they encountered, but they lost st Li.

Je vie Hoyle end 2d Lt. B, H, fing, (Form 34, 339th Tighter Sg.,
11-18 July 1943; ¥Wnr Diary, Fighter Commond, fmadelcanal, Amm, IV,
"esults of rfighter fetion on Guaéalcanal.“i The other planes lost

. were one FAU, a TBF, and an LZD, A laber estimate placed enemy
loss at /G Zvvos. GUILIRESCLS Iubel. Sume, <3 July 1943,

= {:’ﬂ -y
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]

105, CULsIrS0LE weekly Tnbel, Sune, 73 July 19433 "The air scvect of the

Dnde Caupolumfy CI-IN-13540 (1S Suly /3), NOUGEI S0P to Chief of
ciafly Uea, 51236, 12 Mly £3. The cover cemsicbed of &4 e4i''s, 4/
F4te, 20 P=40%s, und & P=35's; 29 ~24's led been scheduled, butb
cne blew & tlre on tal e=ofl, 5 rebturned early due to rechonies)
daiffieultdes, and roe Vueesase of o sick pilot. derm 34%s, 726
Perive Sn. (}15, 3706 Boriz. tg. (H), 424%h Zosh, tq. (H), 12-13
July 1943.) Tue "endov: putrol was frequentiy cziled upan Lo Tur-
nigh figidere for cscort rorooses,

109.  wor Disry, tbeike Corucnd, COTALLCLS, 2 .reil-25 July 1943; Form 24,

AZLth Bordb. Sq. (H), 12-13 July 1943,

110, war Riery, Pigoter Corrond, Guadelewnel; ildd., Anp, IV, Yiesnlls

of righter .ction on Guadaleapul"; CP=Ih~14231 (20 July /3), COM,

36 Fleet to CINCSCWEETELG, |SOR 12, 160552 OR 171 o7, 19 July 43; -
Cl-T=14454 (20 July 43), GOMATFGOLS to COLAIRSOA.G, <OR & 1310277,
e Ce

111, Cl~-THe13696 (26 July £3), U5, 26 bl.et to COY, lst ¥l- et, 48TH 13

50637, 25 July 433 SCIR, 13-24 July 1943. ot Kewili were 9L VF,
10 B3, wod 5 borhere, It was believe. thab the eneryls fresgh nlanes
vere coming £from oevalk,

112, Ci-IN=1260¢ (26 July /3), GO, 33 Fleet to CC7, lst Fleet, ,e7R 13 -

50637, 25 Sy /3. In Detrvary it wop vercrtad tlot thre Jans were
cleering u strie of Twa lvna, Wb this voo later Jisrreved, then
liter the report wis remeved, CCLIREOLS loekly Inbel, fwr., 17-03
ey 3=9 Iurel, 31 Msreh~& April 1943,

13, Ci-IN-12017 (13 July 23}, COLLI.SCLS to COIISCOPAC, 1700132 SGR ia,

17 July /3; CP-IL-1/890 (21 Ty /3), COIATS0LS to CCIV.IRS0FAG, - SCR
1z 200251, 20 July /3; ACIR, 18-nZ July 193, There ves also some
-aaditionc). evicence that the Jurencege vy cir Coree bad entered, or
oo opreroring to enter, the foloicnr cmnpalpn. Cn 11 July an FLU ehot
down whael ~ac believed to le en .y fuo-enpine fighter, and an army
Filob wer ecartured on the 1fth. Inid.

114, Forw 3/, Li4th Borb. Tq., 19=25 July 18/33 C=Ti-12416 (23 Juiy 13},

GCaTreCly to 413 €08 SCF.C, | &0P LE 15 22lA2L, 22 July 433 COIATRFAOLS
s ey Inbel, Sun,, 30 July 19/3.

S Form 3/Ve, 726 Sorb, Dg. (R) end 3%Cth Sorb. tae (H), 19-25 July 1943;
CUIALEECLS . eelly Intel, Sun., 30 July 1043,

e mm e e e e

Al v 13 1 b N
.
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Ci-IN-21450 (30 July 43), COLINGCLS to COIL.InSOR.C, £ 3 200951,
20 July /3. 3Bobh £807s end /e cere yow eonlvweed with wing tenks
which inecreccel their ranpe, although some difficulty,.wes sncountebed
in,relcasing these tanks, COMATRSOLS Weekly Intel, Sum., 23 July 43.

Ibid,; ACTR, 13-24 July 1€/3; COU-DN-18%82 (23 July £3), OFF 31 to
GCleRil, ©CR IR 20 %20316L GR 190 £%, &2 July 43. IST 343 loct
10 dead and 10 wounded in thir akizel. F=30'a ¢nd P-40's tasaed al
Segl would tale off lote in the alierncon Lo cover the Nendova nres
sb dusl, Form 34%e, YObh, Lith, Z39%h oirh er {gs., July 1943,

CGMIESOLE ~ eckly Intel. Sur., 30 July 19433 Cl-Ih-18607 (26 July /3),
CCUATREDLE to COULIESOP.C, JCL O 2513037, 25 July L33 LCIR, Z5-31
July 1943, Dewr Wildeats end two P-39'c vore logt, b three vilobs
TOre vareled,

Or-Ii=344 {1 sug. 43), OO, 3@ Flest o €O, 1lst fleeh, LOR KE 7
31063653 GI'=Il-¢¢8 (2 amg. 43), OG AIFSCLS to GOTLI'80PLC, ,ICR 8
311413, The Teres shot devn two P-L0%e Yere with no lous to lien-
selves, COILINSOLE . aeKly Inbel. Sunm., ¢ sug. 19/3.

Cll=IN=zGya4 (29 July AB), COTTIEOLS to COTATHOPAG, [GR 10 2704407
ACIH, 25-31 July 19433 ltr., Cen. Twiniug to Gen, =rnold, 29 July 19433
COLIESCLS .eekly Indol. Sum., 30 July 1943, Thotos halen on the 2/lth
indienbed 320 Tlont vlaner at Yniedi.

Tride; Cl=Ti-324 (1 smg. /L), GO, 2d Sleet to €OV, 1st Flret, - SCF
TR 7 310636 ..

ltr., Gen, wvining te Gen, arnold, 22 July 1943.

e Liary, Strike Coraand, CULIRSQLS, 2 .pril-:d July 19/3; ‘er
Lisry, Fighter Command, Guudslearal. Armenddx 2 inclnde- stabdsties
on the eubildy avallebility of 211 firi’er rircrsft by hyre.

g Diary, righter Coraerd, Gotdaleensl, Aop, TY, Bresults of Wighter
webion on Guadalesmal.® The record vas ra Tollovsr 222 Yeros, 1 twine
engine fighler, 23 float wiplunes, 50 Beltys, 6 fallys, and © dive
hedceirs,  Luring e sore period U, 8, Dighter losses were /4 in
corib and 13 in omeraticrel peeifentes; in this lo'ler eategory were

? Corgairs, © kik's, and 5 P=39"s. In terms of vnersounel losses,
assuming & crew of five for the Sallys and six for the larper cettys,
the -hove figures vould indicate *that it hed cost the lives of 40
#114ed pilobs of ell secvices to destroy enproximately 048 enemy
airien. See inv. 3.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



ARPRH=Z0, Tiotrs, Chap. IIT

125.

126,

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

251

CGUULIESCLS eekly Invel. Sum., @ July 1943,

wir Cornand Solormon Iglarde, lnj, Viebor Dykes, n, d,, in 4¥880
files, 5€486~-1; 1ir,., Gen, “wining to Gen. Jrnold, 20 July 1043,
in JAG 312.1=0, Opercblions Lellers., Strobther had commanded the
¥IIT Firhber Cownwnd sinee 1ts relivetlon. Labheny took over the
YIIY dorasr Cormand on L July 1943,

Ltr., Gen, Twining to Gen, arnold, 29 faly 1943,

Ltr., Gen. Ywinipg Lo Gen. Leverne Saunders, 8 July 19/3,

+0IN, 25-31 Julyv 19/33 Eremy Alveraft Desbroyed by SO0PIC Forees,
FAU'~ hed the higlest score in June and July, fesbtroyines 85 and

117,35 plrpes, respectively, AdF P-/0Vg made the hest lrmy record--
/5 end 31,5, See lpp., 4 Uor detailed breakdown hy type.

.t 2 e —- .
—
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LAFET-2 M
ITomzs
Chopler IV -
. 1. Feport of Operatlonr of Lke 43d Divisicon; "Orer-tlons in the Hew Ceorgia

area,® po, 16=17. Tnis wes bhe 24 lattalicn, 1034 Infantry Tegiment,
Conpanies YI¥ anu "o¥f,

2, Ibide, e 19.

3. Ibid., pp. 19-20, The l-nding foree conristed of the 24 Battalion,
1.5th Infentry, 38 “zttalien, 1/8th Infentry, Loth of the 37th
Division, and the let arine kaider Vatbtalion. In covering this
lending the DD Streng was torredeed cnd sunk, CU-IK-1864 %3 July 43},
GTF 31 to COISUFEC, | 020556, in Record file, Gffice of Cabtle Secratary,
l-l{:«g. -

Lo "The Lrry in bhe Soubh Pacific,t

5. Leport of Oper:iions of the /24 Divisiong "Ooverations in the New Georgis
wwee," pp. 15-16; C-IN-18¢, (3 July 43), CIF 31 to COLTOPR.C, ,0RO556,

6. CE-IN-5366 (8 July 43), CGLCGRISOP.C Lo Chief of Staff, US., ;120%, 8
July 43; Ci-TE-0041 (& July /3), COLCENSOR'C to Chief of Staff, USk,
AA341, © July 43. -

7. CU=IL-7C05 (10 Fuly L}), GiF 31 to CCWSOP-AC, F1001Z3Z SCR 12, 10 July
435 CCLaTLSOLY Leekly latel. Suve, 9 July 19433 "(rerations in the liew
Georgia rea," v. 31,

&e Operetions of tie Z5th Jufentry Division in the Central Solomons, 14
June 1944 Jeited i's Cperabions of tie 25th Infentry Division/, in AGO
Cembut Anelysis fee,., 325-33.4.

9. Fhoto Irtel. ..eport, len Ceorgic Upsrutions, AIV Corps, n. ., in AGO
Combat analysis See,, ZL4~Z2.23 BEwwery funda Operatien,” 1%, Gen, I'. I,
Herpon, 1 Aup. 1923, in acG 370,2-B. This renort was surmitied by
Farmon to Halsay., Feport of Operctions of the /34 Division.

10, "Swsmary Munda Operetion,” Lt, Gen, " F. Parmon,

11, Juig.s; COUATIEQLE weekly Intel, Simia, © July 1943.

. 12, Yourmary moda Ogerction," Ii. Gen. "'. F. llcrnon,

R 7 S
'
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" THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

P e 4w

ASTH-R0, Notes, Chap., IV gt RPORPEE S S S SV 253
w N J

13. Serort o (peratiens of the AZd Divicion; "Swyrery unda Cperction,”
Tho Gen. 7. 2. Forticn.
-
1de Cporciion Flen Lol a8=/3, TF 31, Jomeses € and B, In USIC Hiet. Div,.
Liles; Sreeciel cellicen Verort, Hge, bew Georply Adv fores,

-

1és "Inforacd Feport en Conbul Cporebions inm lhe Dey Meorgia Ce vaier,
~ Lpritich folormen Isluxeiu,® 05, YIV Corps Zgite:d ee Informal “eport on
Cozizt Lperctions in lov Goorgip/; Opeeial .etion Fenorl, I'y., MNevw Geor:ia
fie roree, in oC0 Combat .xalysic Sve., 213-11.5 (12303).

17, Ibid.
13. ¥Tue Lir wepeel of 4le Tunde Ganpriem.?

19, GI=L=7005 (10 July /3), OIF 31 to COILORPAG, SCF 12 1001237, 10 July
233 COULAITEULE »eelly Tntel, Jume, © July 1943,

20, neport of Oporziions of the /34 Divislion,

2le Mhe iy in Lhe South Facific!; Halrey Neport,
22e YThe wxny in the South Poeific,”

Z3. ©DSpeeclal .cticn Peporit, Fq., New Ceorciz Ldr Torce,

Rhe CI-IN=157C0 (22 July 43), COLLIRSOLS to CULIRSOR.C, FOR MR 13 211122%Z,
21 July /33 COULLIPS0LS ‘2ekly Inbel, oun,, 23 July I2/3.

25, COVIISOLY weelkly Inlel, fun,, 30 July 19433 YCrersiicng in bthe New
Gecrgia Srea,¥ rp, 52-53. Tre DDV fired 4,000 rounds of 59/33 shells,

£6e CULATIROLS eekly Intel., Swi., 30 July 1943; CGi-II-12498 (26 Juiy 43),
GO, 34 Fleet Lo GG, 1t Fleet, | 500 13 250037, 25 July 433 ‘.ar Diary,
Ctrile Cornand, CCIAJIEO0LS, Tuis force which ¢ trock abh 0020 was covm
rosed of I3 f.ble, 52 Iicfte, 30 B-l4's, 24 B-0fts, and 10 B-17's,
cgeortsd bty ¢ fighters of all types. One B-24 1nd one £00 vore losh,
Coperal Yoruon vend cu this ~iesion Lo drop o ¥roorecnal bomb,"

Cl ~IN=-12071 (L4 July /3), JO0TH TES L e COECE.C, 2CE 11 25017870,
25 July 43,

47« "hwmnuery Lunde Cperaiicn,® Lt. Den. I, 7. Faoven,

. 2. Ol =Iu=3024 (6 Jug. 43), Cen. Oriswol? o CCIECP.T, LOR K 1L 050535,
1. Ja3 Levort of Oneroticme of Lie 424 Divielon; "Coeraticns dn ihe hew
Georgia wrea,V p. 59.
g »
bt L, M Nt e S
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z 54

WL, I-7 Lug. 1943, The diglenesn in raubieal riles frem wria to
the eneny Clelds vere e follewe: nletz, 1205 ©enekew, 180; EZuka,
2343 v mzu.'i., _,e O ey ploee Lol Ignded on Vinda T ‘r’.'!.I’J'L'L“ﬂ’T 23
Deccviznie 1042, Tl iy 7 do’nv:r s 18D, 37 cerer rad been thob dowm
ver Lle chrin, wtnl h esrly ioren the siedip ws toboelly drorers-
tive, Srere«fier Jopunese :irver Xt Janded caly rarely aend Iunde
netir s placsd in oeldiv on robleon,

Crevetions of i 25U0 Tofentvye Divieien,

¥the Jdr , speeh of bhe Mmds Ca?ﬁaulgn.“ 0F theee 259 vere Tighlers,
€0 tvin-anpine Torberc, %2 dive borterc, wunl L £lovh rlomoe,

Ereeisl . etion Perqrf Hr., Lew (eorgis Ldr Jorce, annex D, ®lir
E vort, vequer ho-w-ilew Georpie Tauzeign, Jume Z0-.ugust 5, 19/3."
’Ihe striles ~re vz follorws

Tunde rea 7 (5 not execuled)

sroped-luircko 10
Leber Cove 4 (1 rob execubed)
Licktarn 2 (3 ol erecvied)
Viru L
)

.
¥
i

vwled in the

34

Inid. Tolel corlive by CULT. e Ceorpin were dlotrd
Tollosding: rornexs

&%0 tgh
T 63
e 167
B-2L ¢s
B-1% e
T :'p',‘z
— et

e 130 borblyr "Lu.c“:s orderc.] oJ CCLL.IL. low Grorgla endg COGATHE0LL
vore sent Lenitet L Polloudns 1argete:

bamdn 20
. Lehili, Sullale, Sulw,
Tile, Iekabs Boy 45
Shinpire 35
Alr=rrourd support =0

UTke Adr fepcel of the “hwide Carpeign.t

&

COIETLS0LS | veldly Intel, bur., & avg, 19/3.
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ATH-20, Notes, Chap. IV W
£

COIRG0IE veekly Intel, Sun., & hvg. 1943,

Ibid,; CL=-Ii=17.0 (3 .unra 43) s CE7 24 Fleot to CO7y 1pt Fleet,
»SCE LR 12 020557, 2 hug. L3,

Thid, s COUATISCLS | eekly Intel, Sum,, & iug, 1943,

Ch=TE=-40L4 (7 Avg. 43), GOF, 36 Fleet to COL, lst Fleet, -sCR VR 17
050015, 5 Auge 1943,

“urnery Junda Cperation,® Lb. Gen. I'e I'e Harmon.

Operetion of the Z5th Infantry LDivi-ion; Informal Feport on Gombet
Crerabiong in kew Georgid,

Intcrview wilk Lt. Comdr., E. B, Loreen, TS, 18 Jen. 1944, in 4=2 Lib,,
E=50042, Lorgen served ~g Onersticns Ufficer of Strike Command feor
fiv= renthe, Legluaing 25 Faly 1943. Bie eriiiciem over the failure
of the pround commanders to call for elose suprort may be attributed
to a pride often demorstr ted by the THF-EED men in the accuracy of
thair bembing.

"The air Aspecht of the Mnde Campailon,”

Ibid, Thl~ Bavy report eredits the air forces with the destruetion of
one seaplane carrier, one A0, four DD's, six £K's, nine harges, plus
denege bo seven DD's, aine LK's, and three PC's during the campailgn.
COATRBOLS Leelly Intel, Sfuml., 146 July 1943,

Cperution Flan 7=/3, WF 33.

Generel Staff Journsls, 434 Div., Vunds Cempelgn, G-4 Journal, 22 June-
2% fur, 10/3 Joited as G-L Journsl, 43d Divieion/, in iGC Combat Analysis
S8Cey 343-11.3.

heport of Cperations of the /34 Division.

G~4 Jowrnal, 43d Uivision; Hu., 145th Infanbry, "The First Zettelion
Journal for lew Georgls and Vella Lavelle Campeipgns,™ in AGO Combatb

Srulycis Sece, 343-11.3; COMATRSULS | eekly Intel. Sum., 16 July 1943.

History of the 13th Treop Carrier Squedreon, 10 (et. 1942 te 31 July 1943,

] AT

= £l
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58, Ibid. S
59, Ibid, Laintenonce of the field ves b;f e 734 begbees,

&0, From the cenler line of Tha -=t-:£-1p to 160 fect on cach side, IMunda was
. surfaced «ith 13 Inchies o rollcd coral,

01, ‘lerert ou poudy of Len=Joubeb .ccideabs, Opercilons awmlysis fec., 1510
afy 15 Dov, 1945, in &-3, Creraticnc avalysis Div,
» » » o

Iuid,

L
LY
-

ke J«l"”ixs.,' in the bouwlh fpeifleV; Heldsey Teport, Anpareatly La_&lne,{

awGe mls Ceciclon Lo byepnac '*ila cn 12 duly, PHizbery of Cooupatlion
of Vellr Luvella," ln., 3d L., Div,, in o=2 1ibh,, ¥=47143,

€lhe "The arcy in the Soubth Pacilic"; Narrwbive wecomrd of the Canosigns

In the lew Ceorpia Growp, E.5.01,, Bgl, Heo Georgia Oceupation Ferce, =~
i JGO Combet wralyels e,3 6-2 Fericdie Lerort, Ho,, UL.rIePs, 14-

21 suge L3, The 35'&11 vas folloied oy the Ath Lefeuse Tublalion, UIIT,
the 53tk weabecs, md the Lecommalssance Troop of the 25th Diviesiou.

Varrevive aceounl of the Cappulpre in bhe TUew 7corgla Grour, ~ofela,
Hae, 5ew Georgie Geevpatlion Force; “eport of ihe / 3& Di’c:lfif:»n voring
Lie Ca pizm o lecnre (rundel Telerd and Dlamoné hirrvowe, Ilge, 456
Div,, in 4G0 Comlub wmalysis fee., 343-33.4 (4-1222),

[a3]
R
-

&6, Cperctions of ihe 25tk Imfentry Divislon; u.rmume -oeount of ihe
g

Cerraigne din the llev Coorgla Crovp, JeSel., Hoe., Ve Ceorgia Cccupation
Foroe,

&7, Ibid. Total :11ind grousd carmeltles in 1he Central Solomore were 972
AR leu, 3,572 voundrd, 23 mlseing in :chion, snd 172 rdéditlonal cied rs
a receult of vounds, Irenmy casueliles could only le cotimeted, although
2,483 ereny vere covnted and arncoxinabely 200 lo 250 vere “elieved
killed on Vella Tavellu, )

Se  Inderview with IA. Comdr. He K. loveen, Uel, 18 Jan, 1944, in A-R Lib.,
L=80L0,

€0, CULLE0LE .eelly Intel, Sum., 13 Jluge 12433 G"—Iti-lla‘CﬂO (15 Awe. 43),
CLULTREQLS Lo CCALI-SOPLC, - 1/0012 DGR R 13 2 1 fwo. 433 Bo., 7th AF,
Intel, Lolletin ko, 107, r:»;' ang, 19473, in fed Lib. ’ ft\.—,:/ﬁ)l. Colonel

. Trran 12g contarder of r:‘m “ih Zomb a:rmfen* Crouy (') st the time.
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RIS TRUGHED-

LLFRE-20, Hotes, Chap. IV S——— m“*

42e  'report of llediczl Derartment ..ctivities in Hew Georgia and Guadulcsnal,’
It. Col, lLickart Wlkevell, Gy 7 Lec, 1943, in ol Tulk files, Air
surgeon laterials. oot of the evacuees were tsken by 177 's and land-
ing targes to Go;coran&, where they were transferred to larger L&T's
for {he trip dowm to Guedaleansl.

At
Iy
O~

50, Informal ieport on Comled Cpercbicns in LKer Georgia,

51, OUOperations of the 25th Inf. Division.

[

Ed. J1hid,

53  Interview with Col, F. L. Decadle, 23 Lov, 1943, A=2 1ib,, ©=41406;
- Ler Georpi: ilr lUeree, Deily Inbellirence Swmaries. The following
rlenes were caplursd on "unda, all in noor conditicn.

9 Zekes (loxrk 1 Lerc) 6 Sullys (Titsubishi Type ¢7 twoeengine
& Foups (Lerk 2 Zero) bomber)
53 Qcenrs 1 ettty (Titsublshi Type 1 two-engine
» orther
- 5 Tels (idebi Type 99 dive homber)

Bhe OIR, 8=14 hug. 19/33; GOULIESCIE twekly Intel, Svm,, 13 iug, 19433 Clle
Lim7817 (11 g, /L3), COMLIT40ES do COTAINSOPAG, , SCR IF 14 101000,
10 dug. 43. Four of the P=i0%s vere ALF; two 7ercs were shot down and
one P-39 tas losl, bul the pilol, Lieutensnl Usvis, was recovered,
Licutenwnt Shuler, who haed dovned four enemy nlanes on the Gth, shot

dovn his £ifth plane in this ceticn, COILI SOLS Daily Intel. Suma,
11 dug. 1943,

nel.

Z5e Ihid.g/(Cperéiions of lyirbion Engin&ele, Bistory of the 523th Tngineer
avietion Bn., Noverber 1M2-July 192/, [feited =as Fistery of the 822thL
Ingincer viztion Bug/ in ..FEH0 files, €342-50, Then the Navy moved to
an cdvence weglillon reguiring esteblishoent and mainbensnce of an air-
Tield, it ordered an acorn zrd a Comhab LirerfL Lerviece Urdt (CasSU).
CunlU personiel rerviced and reruired the rlemes. beabers atiached to
the lecrn bui1t e air surip, bﬂllﬂlﬂg¢ ard inefa71ations, end main-
toine] then, TLoeh Leorti wee so enu1pmeﬂ thet vhen Joined with a CASU,
it eculd seT"lce, rearn, end reriorn viner rereirs anu rouline upkeep
Tor wlm.ce of a carrier group or a nabrel riane gquadron. The standard
Leorn compierent, ineluding Seabees, vas (7 olficers and 1,590 ren,
although ihdie nurwr viried in rr.ctice, Inval .viabion Uews, 1 June
1945, T 130

Be Form 34, J4th Fighter £ne, 14 Jug. 1973,

57« Listcry of 1ile &FGLL unnlnper vuﬂtlon Jn.

—mm e -

\ ' ) % ) \
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COLL.ILOLS ".cekly Intel. Suw., 13 wvg., 1943, On the sane dsy {the 123h)
the GULIMGOLY [wvallsbdlity sewort indiested .dlied strengcth 75 followss

o, 13 HE GGl e PLGTO NIsc,
b Fm33 €530 13 B-17 9 P30 1 FLE-7
24 P3O 17 7ol 29 B-2L 4 CGLH-3 2 =70
35 Pak0 04 3-25 53 EY-1 & CEAU-2
r3 FIU 5 F54
3 PoY-54
— — _10 F3Y-5 —
123 TCh &5 37 3

CUATo0lb Daily Inhel, Sun., 12 fmg. 1943. N

Ihid, COLIRECLS rekly Intel, Sum., 13 dug, 19/3. Gunners of ‘the 2=t
cgusdron shot dovm four Lekes. Luring the ascbion one Zeke attacked
vidle upeloe down, ihen erewron sew sonc thing reve~llirs the nilot dros
out, citer which tie plire vent dotn oui of conlrol. 1o porachute vas
ecen Lo open, CULLNLOLY Daily Digset, 17 Jmp, 19/3, in Deily Intel,
Bum, Fileg, vt 1043,
Speeial ..chicn Deporl, He, Hev Ceorgie Jir Force, Second These, 14 Auge-
20 Cet, 1943, in USLC Hisk,., Liv. Ffiles,

Faty -

Wi ¥

i~

sppavently the cight P-39%s wend over to le%ate; sll reports mention
only FAU's, Kittybawks (FBFA5), nnd o erhawke (A4F) in.the morning
inteveertion, OCUAIRLOLS Daily Tutel. Sum., 16 dup. 1943,

Toid., 19 fuge 1935 Specicl .otion evert, Eq., Tew Georgis Air Foree,
fecond Flise; inrex 4 (ibid. } oir Comvand, Pew Ceorgia, Dyily Intel,
Sulte, 14 ing.e=i0 Cel, 193 feibed ci fir Cormand, Vew Ceorgia, [aily
Intel. Sume/: COILLE0LS .eekly Intel. Sum,, 20 jug. 19733 CUIAIRSOLS
Laily Totel, fum,, 16 .mg, 1943, AAF F-L0's destroyed two Feles and
two Vals in the rorniug intereertlon,

COALLSOLE eetly Intel, Sume, 20 Jug. 19433 COUATRSCLS Daily Intel.
e, 1€-17 Juge 1043, lrpreximately 4,600 troops, including 700
noval porgorrel, vere yat. wshore o the 154,

Erecisl weiion teport, Ho,, Vew Ceorgie wir Force, Second Fhuses ir
Comumnd, ey Ceorgie, laily Inbel. Yuw'y CCULDISCLS . eekly Intel. Sum.,
- v -

&'0 ﬂ.u;‘:o 19&_;‘.

Specizl ncbion Fevort, Hg., Vew Georgis Lir Force, Second Fhssey Alr
Comand, ew Ceorgiz, Daily Infel. fum. Cnm the 17th one shell hurst
in the acorn o dispensury, Filling lwo ran -nd seriously injuring six.
Cn the 17h vn zobi-ched 50 tlwlle Fotl wrowd the Field,

AESHRITAHERMATICY
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79. Bnecizl .ction [eport, To., New Ceorgia /ir ilcoree, lecond Phuse,
30, CCOMATRECQLS Deily Digest, 28 Sep. 1943, in Daily Iniel. fum, files,

31, Ci=X=Cé (1 tar. /3), Hermon to TFSIS, /6278, 28 Feh, /3, 4t this
. tine Hermon reported Lict Tive cub of eight cets ow Tsniritu Santo
vere inoperchive dve o lock of seomre prris,

&de Epeciel nctlion Terortd, He., lizv Coorgla sir Foree, “econd Phamej
CL=Li=12412 {19 Lep, 43), GOLGELSOP&C to £Q, JAF, +R856, 18 Sep. 43.

83, COLALLGCLS Daily vigest, 25 Sep. 1943.

84. GUUATILCLS ' eekly Intel. fun., 27 Auge 1943; 4ir Corwend, Yew Ceorgla,
Daily Intel, Sum., 14 dug.~c0 Ceh. 1943

35, Ihid.; COLLIGROLS Deily Irtel, Sum., 22 fug. 1945,

36, «LL, 2d-id fmg, 19433 Alr Comend, Vew Ceorgis, Daily Intel, Sum.;
COLaTRECLS | eekly Intel. Sum., 27 Aug. 1943,
bl

&7. CONLITECLS |eekly Intel, fum., 27 svg. 19/3.

3. adr Corrend, Yew Ceorgis, Daily Intel, fux, i
8%. UHioctery of Cecupabtion of Velle Lavelle,® E~,, 3 H.7, Division, in 4=
Libe, L=47143.

90. Itid. The Tirst rousdron of FAU's vas slationed on Barakowa on 18
Gcloher, followed within o fer days by tvo sdditional Corsalr gguadrens,

¢l. Hg., ULFISPA, Lir Inforrstion Sullelin o, 24, 15 hup. 1943, in A-?
Lib., E=321370; Eq,, 7th oF, Inlel, Bulletin No. 10D, #Z2 Aug, 193, in
a=2 Lib., B=32051, &eoe Charh, ‘fivineipul Juparege Barpe ard Shipping
leznes ir Seolonon Islends," fMollowing o. 137.

92. En., Ttk IF, Intel, 3ulletin do. 100, 29 .uer, 19/3; Rg,, USLFISPL, air
Informaiion fulletin No, 24, 13 Aug, 1943, It wes esbimated that s
50-foct torge could cerry 22,400 pourds (3€0 cires) of rabions, at
3.6 pourds per Gay per umen, this cne 'urge could cupply 6,200 men,
while three of threr. could earry rellons for & triengular divicion of
13,000 men,

. 93, CCILIRSOPAG Daily Intel. Supe, 21, 22, 75 Aur. 1973,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ASFIR-20U, Notes, Chap, IV - m‘éﬁ

9. COLJILSCIS Daily Intel. Sum., 25, 26, 27 ifug. 19/3. There atbecks
were of the following strenptiss 2/th--1? B-25's, 26 S8D's, 21
TsFls3 25th=~13 Pe25's, 25 StD's, :nd 24 Tal's; and 26th--11 B-25's,
29 §3D's, and 26 TaFts.

. 95, lerretive Teport of Augurb Activities, Fq., 424 Bomb. Cpe (1), ©
Sepe 3943, in A-F Tib., B=34239, Cften the borges sk re run up on

the beach by bheir crevs where they were burned cutb,

o6, Cl=I=00437 (27 fvp. 43), COUSOBAC to CIVCFPAC, #260L017 ECF 11 1tr.,
Gen, Twining Lo CGen. Jxneld, 7 Ocbt. 19432,

97, ar Disry, Strike Comncwd, CCinIWLOLE, 26 July-19 Lov. 1943,
%3, CULATESCLS (eekly Intel. Swm., 17 Sep. 1943,
G2, COMAIESQLS Daily Intel. fum., 5 Ceb. 1943,

100, [CIR, 29 ivg.=! Sepe 19433 C-Ti-30C9 (4, Sep. /3), CC, 36 Fleet to
CCil, lcb Fleeb, ;310(00 ICR (617, 2 tepe Z3.

101, sir Coumend, Tiew Georgis, paily Intel. &fwme, rirst Fhane, 20 June-
13 .uge 1943; Eo., Thh ¥, Intel, Bullebin Do. 100, 29 Jug. 1942,

107, COILIRECLS Upily Intel, Sume, 26 Aug, 19/3.

103, lew Georgia ilr Force, Doily Intel Sum.

104, Var Diery, fbrike Commend, OCIAIRLCLE, 26 July-19 Lov. 1943.

105, Ihdd.

106, Itid,

107, .ir Command, Lev "eorgia, Daily Intel, Sum,, 14 sug.-<0 Get, A3,

108, .CIR, 29 fug.~-4 fen. 193, The leaflets dropred on 30 Avguet reads:
kohile you ere engaged in o rainful strugple *he Jananese yavy which
ie living iv comfort ard rlewty cutside of the Taitle rore is e~
solutely Velpless to ald you." CULILLOLE Deily Ligest, 2 lep, 19/3,
in Taily intel, Sum. filee,

109, CCLALISCLS ' eekly Intel, Sum,, 3 Sep. 193,

. 110, See avp, 5. Cne risgion vas in eonjuncition with the light bonbers.
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aFRr=-20, Notes, Ghap, IV

RIECSd-beriocite

111,

114,

115,
1ig,

i17.

119,

)
foS N
i)

COL L TLE0LS Daily Inbel, Sume, 31 .uge 19433 CULIREQLY eeldy Inted,
e, 2 wem, 1943, F40's knocked deovn 12 "ekes; P=39's were credited
vith 3, though later reports indicabed 3., CUOUAILIULE waily Intel,
Sum., 2 Sep. 193,

See smp. 5.

¥

Creny Liroroft Desbroyed by SO0FLC Foreeg; LCIR, 5=11 Sep, 1943, Thie
vus the geeond hirberst nontnly total of Wills gchieved by the T=Z/ts
in the entire Solonons cmmpaign.

COIIREOLE Deily Intel. Swsi., 25 Jupe 1943, Lieutenant Lenphler wes
g marber of W¥-R1L.

aCIh, 5-11 fep, 18/3; OCLAIRSOLS Daily Inkel, Sum., 29 dug. 1943.

sir Corpend, Lesv Georgis, Dadly Intel. Sum,; OC LIV S0LS Dally Intel,
Sume, 15 Szp, 1932, Tetorning from the third mission orne of the P=AQ
pillots crasb-lended et Segl, #lippinyg off the strip into the weter,
The pileot var ¢ en cebbing oub, tut covld rot %e located by the cresh
bort and 128 loat.

COMaIFS0LS Deily Intel. Svm., 17 Sep. 1943, 4llied combat losses for
the peried were 21 nlomes, of wiich 11 were Jost in combat, & in opere-
tion, and 4 by enery hombe, Gow' ot Jogses terer 1 3-35, 1 FYl, Z
IoEte, 4 Firls, 2 P-40%s (U.5.), ard 1 T4U, In one mirsion on the
15th, =n AL rhell apparently exploded on a ball turret, knocking it
cub of the plene wno cpiryins the pwwer with it, Jorm 34, 371t
Eowb. do. (), 13-19 Zep. 1943,

CCIL THEULS Paily Iotel. Sume, © Eep. 1943,

vpeciel cetion Ieport, Fg., Liew Ceorsla fir loree, Second Phase: The
Pirst plone to lend on Dorakora vas a J20=5 {Grummen “Duck®) riloted
by bej. wilfred H. Sbiles, TSI0, of Itrike Corrand who vert up to
retrieve two pilots. Larskoma pluced e air Torces only 55 miles
from Echili and urought Guke ord Jonds within lighter renge, WCIR,
19-25 Sep. 1943, .

Thidd,

ke 4TU=2 (1) in bhe Solomong¥ Z0F.CI0L, U, U, Facific Fleet, Intel,
fec., L March 19/4, in USIC Hieh, Div, files,

CCILIFECLS Daily Intel. bum., 18 Sep. 19435 ..CIL, 19-25 flep, 10/3.

GLIRINEOLS Dgily Intel, Gum., 37 Sep. 1943,
B ierriel)

o creHRAPMNEORMATION
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«AFRH-20, Lotes, Chaps IV 262

154, Irid., 21 Sep. 1943, Tie firct plane fell senth of Fighter To. 1
s18 the recond hit uvith full throttle and bombh load jucht south of
Fight v Yo, 2, Eoth r.ere Lettys. Cn the night of 25 Zeplenber,
Lieutenant Feigs was Torced to lsnd at 1935 due to feillure of his
electrioal system. He buzzed the 'inda strip bub the fileld lights
. failed to cors on, Toveing bin bo Jurd vithoub spy lipghts. His
ovn plore rer off the runvey, suffering sowe damage, tab Delgs wes
urkuart. sir Correrd, lew Ceorgle, Daily Intel. Jum., 14 wtig.=R0
Cet. [:3.

125, 4CTR, 5-11 Sen, 19/5.
126, Inpid,, 19=23 Sep. 1943,
127, COLILIOLS Taily Intel. Sum., 20, 21, 27 fep. 1943.

158, GGIAIESOLS . eekly Intel. Sua., 1 Ce'. 10433 CI=IN-1¢29 (3 Cet £3),
GO, 3d rlect to GO, lst Fleeb, ,010302%, 1 Cct. 43. Gee Chap. VI
for btue Lrirnht Froject.

129, CCILJPECLE | celly Intel, tum., 1, & October 1943.

130, Inid., & Oct. 19/3; CIE, 3-9 Ogh. 19433 C1-IU=2900 (8 Cet. £3),
COLGELS0PED to Chief of whaff, Uii, 3203, & Cet, 42, During thir week
the Jep lost 26 plemes, COILILSCLS 5, inmeluding 7 G=R3Ts amd 2 P-3d's.
The seoTehing ety shot dowm on the obh 1zs ceught juet ol the water
by two P=35%s,

131, (OTF, 3-9 Oeb. 1943.
152, GOUALGIOL: Doily Inkel, bwe, 12 COet. 1943,

123. Cable mescage, irpold to Hermonm, , rane 8212, 29 Sep. 43, In .FEHO
files, TLEI=-'Z, N

134. 3.4d. IL is on dnherebing cemrentery upon tie american coneept of
cerial varfire tieh ihe Oerrondine General of the wF 1ie corcerned
when his Clysrs seemed Ferperarily unehle to continue their destruction
of five eneuy vlanes lor each loco of llzir om,

135, Lirs, Gen. svinii s bo Cone srneld, 7 Ceb. 193,
13\:’. ERv I

. 157, Toids Gedmirs o recled to local Phigher sutherity,? wresvmaily Titeh
or lndcocy, (5d found ra wprreeisblon of the sibvation, b be learned
nab no woaiidorsl Luavy fighwers couldd be obbainzn at the tire,

-~
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42T1-20, Yobo

ZE3
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125, Ibhid., In amvust P=55 sitrength in the Forward avern ked follen so
1o that Dorpon founs 4t wrvisehle to withdrsw frov Be Fomerd
are all P=32To wxeeph ¢ Loy retained Tor wlilLt-Dfichter vss, e
Imd mlorrld o have o roorpinined wo rebedns’ conplets P-38
Bauoiren Lo.elt in e fowvard area by Celover. Lhrs, Gens Hurron
. bo Core =rrnold, 3 vre 195, in 270 files, 7452-1%,

—
LN

139, Lir., Gom, < indn: %o Oon,e oeneld, 7 Gob, 1943,

L

140, Lire, Ceme .roold Lo Cen, ™ ining, 10 Cete 13, In (JU0Z, OFF, Ser.,
WP-TV=li=7, lew Caledonic,

1[ :1. . Ibi{‘l .
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XIIT 4FSC, War Critique Study, p. 83 Zc-eited ag War Gri‘biqug_? s in AFSHO
files, 7307=3A.

Ltr., incl. 1 {Operational History, 29th Service Gp.), Lt. Col, Franklin
K. Reyher to GG, XIII AFSC, 13 Oct. 1943, in AFSHO files, 6173-3.

Ltr., Vej. Williem L, Chapel, Jr., to CG, XIII AFSC, 6 Sep. 1945, in
AFSHO files, 7425-34; ltr., Waj, Mex Hampton, AG, XIII AFSC to
President, XIII AFSC Var Critique Committee, 9 Sep. 1945, in ibid.;
tnel. 1 (1tr., Haj. Wayne S. Boydstun, 38th iir Eng., Sq. to CG, XIII
LFSC, 14 Sep. 1945), Air Service Operation, in ibid. 7425-3B,

In some instences an airdrome scuadron verformed all the work for a
tactical unit whose omn ground personnel did relstively little, yet
when eredit was announced the airdrome squadron was neglected., War
Critique, p. 108,

“The Army in the South Pacifie ' Major Richard W. Dyer and Lt, Col. Frank
E. Bomar had served as the Air sSupply Officers on the staff of S05S-SFA,
the former from 13 June to 9 December 19.Z, the latter from 9 November
to 25 Jenumry 1943. Resgearch note in AFSHO files, 7414-7.

History of the 13th Depot Supply Squadron, Activation to 31 Dec. 1943;
History of He:dquarters and Headquerters Squadron, 6th Service Group,
Activation through 21 Dee. 19433 History of the 29th Service Group,

15 Jan. 1941 $o 31 Mar. 1943; Operational History of the 20th Service
Group. An advance detail had gone up to CACIUZ in December to prepare
s cempsite tul part of it was put to otker work., For example, the
15-man detail of the 1932d Quartermaster Truck Co., (Avn.) had been
doing transportation work for the 31lst Eombardment Sq. (H); in some
instances without any prior training whatsoever, it had at night fuzed
and loaded bombs for the tomber squadron. Inel. #28 (History of the
20th Service Group), "Performence of Truck Company in the South
Pacifie,” 10 Oct. 1943.

History of the 1637th Ordnance Supply and Maintensnce Co. (Avn.), Activa-
tion to 1 Jen. 1944; 1ltr., Maj. Roy D. Andre to CC, XIII AFSC, 11 Sep.
1945, in #FSHO files, 7425-34; 1ltr., Capt. Alton J. Weigley to CG, XIII
AFSC, 8 Sep. 1945, in ibid. Heevy equipment for the asserbly of
vehicles arrived two weeks after the lmst vehicle had been asserbled.

i
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sk idi=20, lotus, Chap. V

il

cex Critdnue, pe 51, In Lhiz evse the Lovy finally Turnished the
sulrhuric .cid rececsary tefore bhe tracks eculd he rlaeed in
crcrstion,

I:c'_i.ﬁ__ L ¥ ] }'J- 5‘21»

Ltwr., Lt, Col, sred Y. Teylor, 5724 Alr Zorvice Grovp, to OG, ¥ITI <00,
14 Cene 45, in [xil0 files, T/25-3L.

Tnol. 4 (Hictery of whe 2QiL tervics Grovp), runeltions of the Group
Tranepertation Leetiong 1tr., Cact. Join C, achovee, z%%h ir serv.
Gp. to 03, FITT .3:C, 9 Sep. 145, in .1SHU Files, 7/05-34.

Live, "2je. Foy L. Judre 1o €0, X138 .ITC, 11 Sep. 1945, in ibid.;

iltr,, Capt, .dton J. . eigley, 103 th oir uleriel ta, to GG, ¥1T1

SFud, 2 fep, 1945, in irid. Ureroticone cnm Gundelesnal in the fired six
roguie of 1943 vere ~xtrverely rouch and prirdiive. .ear ano begr on
brake perts durdng this rericd ves exlreordirnrily heavys rany vheel

ard axlde-pvecring failures reculted fror wmehirg wehieles in streema.
Tricke verc driven lvlo civeows rmin e2llemes bo shand e leap vhile

the oriver itches the vebliele end enjoved i swim. LDerpile such treat-
wert, bhere vor videspresd mroise Tor the G0 Zi=ton truck, a "mepnificent
vehdele, conslivering «d1 Bl jobks I is eulled wpon to do. T takes iig
place in this war alenzeide tie =47 airveraft end tlhe jeep," Inel,

{(13r., Copt. Dickson &, ftauffcr, Jr., 570th Ax terve Gp.. to GG, XIIT
LBeC, 1 Bep. 1943), wor Critique tbviies, p. 26, in FOHO files, T4ARE-33.

Ltr., Lt. Col, Iewis L. Holladay, 3Zist air Zerv, Gp. to GG, XITT WIEC,
11 Lep. 1945, ir ibid,, 7i25-320, & bechnical serpgeant, an instrurent
gpeciclist in ckarge of e creu of g eh elal vorvers and yeléers,

wag asesigned the lask of uatling up/Tiret four ildings vred by The
Thirbeenth 4ir Foree on Lspiritu Sirle, and this ceceurred Ceardie the
rressnce of un evialicn engineer Labbalicn on the island. Inel.

(1tr., Capt. Dickson 8, Swulfer, Hal., 370th Air terv. Gp. %o GG,

FAIT G, I/ Een. 1948), war Critigque Studies, p. 2.

Ltz., Incl, 1 (Upersticrel Histery, 29th tervice Gp.), It. Col. Frenklin
Ja Teyber bo 6, XIVI AFFC, 13 Oct. 19433 imel, 2 (Ei tory of 29%h
texvice Groun), Cpersiticnal Histery of the LGth Servige Sonadron fron
Lete of wrrivel In soubh recific .oew, 10 Cebt., 1942 inteﬁ gs Cpera-
ticnel Ristery, AGth fervice SquaﬂrQE?L .

Tnel, 13 (Rirtory of 15%k Zir Dgpot Greup, :etiveticn to 30 June 1943),
Tnforvalion cencersings Thirteentk Lir Lerot Lrpirveering Devurtment,

2 July 1943, Fourth echelon raintensrce Inecluded rerairs rocessary 1o
restore worn or dexared rirerafit to taeticel serviceatilily.
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Ltr., Trig, Gen. a. Jo Cermetd, /S, USLFIZPA bo GOYEOEAC, 10 Ferch
10/3, in 2560 files, SoFacteCon, 7307-5L,

Idd.; remo for GUGEIECHLG by Frig. Ger. K. G, Sreene, 27 april 193 s
in JFEHO files, SoFacFalom, 7307-5L. £t Patterson Field the Air
tervice Oom end hed scheduled chipment in karch of rorte for 3060

B=2l enginea.

Ihid.

CL=Timf127 (3 'se, /3), Nev Ccl to ASCFIO, 5396, B lar. 433 3nel. 13
(Histery of 13th Air Depct Group, icliveticn o 50 Jme 19/3), Infor-
raticn comeerning Thirteemth Alr Depot Ingineering Devartwent, 2 July
1972, w2 labe u Cetover Lhe total overhaul capacity of The 13th air
Lepob vas reported ~s 50 in-lire cnpines ver month, erclusive of
errroxinately an additionel 50 of the rodial type. D-PF=2061 (14
Ocle £3), LT3, 1GC0 13 bo ECT¥O, 71036, 13 Get. Z3. The Thones i,
Ldison wes lost on Turtle Ielord Teef in the Yijis on 3 Tecerber 1942,

Lventoally efter adequate shirping wes mede availalle, il was learned
thet more rapid serviee could ke had by cendine 2ll repnirable engires
Lack Lo the united States where vetier faellities were availlable, Inel.
(1tr., Capt. Dickson S, Sleuffer, Yg., 570tk Air cerv, Gp. to CG, XITX

CEY

A3, 12 Zep. 45), wWar Criticue Studies s I 11,
Ibiﬁo

Lir., Gen, Hermon to Iaj. Gen. Georye 5. Sbrateneyer, 27 Feb. 1973, in
LU0 files, Thba-i5.

I‘niﬁ.

G =CUT=-£59 (1 anr, 43), TAG to 0G, £FL,  Fane 4099, 1 apr. /3. Per-
o el vere o te selected Trom sources vnder couw' rol of COUGILSCRAG.

L-CUT~2023 (7 dpr. 43), ‘rrold to I'nrmon, , Rene /219, 6 lor. 433
CH-IN=5857 (10 inr. 43}, berron ta Iurshall and .rnold, . 8482, 10
Lpre 433 CI-I1-3318 (15 &Lpr. /73), CONGEEEORLC to AG AR, . 561, 15
arre 43, he activetion was by GO Nos 87, Hga., UouFISFL, 14 April
19/3. Colenel eloy was dezsimnzied G0 o 4the Servire Command on 8
'ay. 80 Fo. 93, Ho., 13%h J¥, & lay 193, in AFuli0 files, 7414~Y.

I'emo for CONGIMICTLC by ~rige Gen. Il T Breene, 27 foril 1943, in
£¥GEO Flles, HoPac™zbon,7307-51,

Ibid.; ltr., Brig. Gen, A, d, Garrebt to COTEGPAC, 10 Warch 1943,

K,m ¥

S%; Kiatbal; i‘rmr;r;agvﬁ;BN
\J ! Y

.
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sadul=20, Yoles, Chap, ’5}% = - E ”! !I I:

Ibide Third scheloy maintenance ineluded repsirs sud replacersnts
requlring mobile mochinery operated by specizlized nre cb*'m,e“, field
repalir umd salvage, e N«LO"G.I and reclacenest of rejor wnlt assem—
Wlics, and Ue Dfebriceblon of rdnor paris wilch conld e comoleted
witnin & 1imited periot ol iime,

ibid. Tiere were no Iivst, recond, tidrd, or fourth echelon facllitlies at
winle, Morfolk, Tongebiby, Tons reva, or iitutaki Island.

Ltr., Gen, Harnen do Gen, &iratereyer, 7 Teb, 1943, in FSHO files,
ThE2=13,

1 '=CLT-08747 (26 Oct. 4R2), iFR58 to Hsrron, 1327, 26 Oet, £2; Ci-IN-
10011 (23 Nov. 4R), Larmon to wrnold, . 11/2, 23 lov, Ay C-IN-2388
(6 Jen. £3), Hrmon to Mirehall, a,u. L Jame 133 Itr,, Gen. Hermou %o
Gen, .c mrne,,r, LC/.., 29 Lpril I3, in &#SH0 f£f4lcs, SoPacTalom, 7307-
)L, ltre, Gen, Twining teo Cen, 1‘*-.,:("10]’1, o oaril 19,,, in ibid, These
airoarore soedrens - org epliTid Lo coevy Lo officers cnd 00 erlisted
ren, vhooe Sukles vere to bhe esgentially bhore of the pround echelon
of the ecorm-at sgusirons.

5 k2, Ltr.e, Gen. Bareon to Gen, VeNarney, £9 oril 1943, in ibid,
Trining hed tsked for u £5 rer cent inere. ge dn the muter of chretb
metal Jorkers sutherised W rervice ':ou.&ron.. Fegyy Jdamand for
Wdedr pervicer arl the trogieal eli-nte nlaced o Alsprorortionate '
burden upen the.. Lir., Gen, Tuining to Gen. Farpen, 24 april 19/3.

r., Gene i rmon to Gen. I'eharney, 29 .noril 1943,
Higtery of the Z21ct Service Group (Air), nebiveation to 31 Dee, 1973,

Ihide; ltr., incl. 1 (Cperstliopal Vistory of 294k c‘erviop Greup), L.
Col, Tranidin L. feyher to CG, FIIT s.::;G, 13 Cet, 1943, in SFSHO f‘lles,
O173-3, The 321st hed cailel fron Yew York on 14 I'uy n’wo&rd the UBAT
srazil. It reecled Louncr on 15 Jms, bher went on up soe Depirvibu
Canto, a.rr.l.v.-_ug cn the 25th, "eaanwnl’ie ibs eoudiprent had heen sent from
Lopeka ALB bo the port of embrrkation,

Lbrey 2. william P. Iloys, GO, ‘?th Lir Tng. Sg. bo OO, ZIIT 50,

18 Sape 15W.5, dn ATHO £iles, 7425-30. .5 8@ resull of the *disorganized
and errvetic® relief yroviced, biie 3215t in the »eginning created an
unfortunate repotation for .'Ltself, trd eore i1l feelins developed
helween persc ‘11'81 of the tvo alr service froups.

IS ~
P
s
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38, Lir.,Men, Haamon to Gen, Lokerney, LG/S, 20 il 1943, in 446G 312.-
1-8, Operations Letlers; C-IN-1301 (2 July /3), COLGEL SCS SPA to
COLGTY aofy - 1177, 2 July L3. £ee App. & for cssignment of units to
the XIII Ldr Foreo dervice Command.

39. uer Critigue, po. &=8. The 1177 hed three fighter squadrons and
three meddiwm borbrrdrent soucdrons in the area, all of which drew on
tre service corwend. Lbr., Gen, Hirmon to fen. ‘'cliarrey, =9 mril

19/3.
40, Eq. UEAFIEPL, llemo Ho. 77, G June 1943, in .FERQ filer, 7419-7.
l{;l. Illi{j'

(2, ILtr,, Col. F.ryy i, Yendell, Ho., XITT Z¥EC to GO, XIIT oFEC, 21 Sep.
1945, in jFed0, 7455-5C; inel. (ltr., Cant, Liekeon 8, Staulfer, Jr.,
570th iir ferv. Gp, to CG, ZIIT 4.85, 14 Sen, 1945), Jer Oriticue
Studies, pe 9, in AFCL0 files, T425-2ZB. Coe ordnarce [0 company was
sent to Cus Tom to operate an airfield, though none of the rersornel
was in eny wey oualilied for +this work,

3. ILir., Col, Herry L. Eendall, Hg., XT1I &F(0 to CC, ¥ITT [ECC, 21 Lep,
1945, in LFELO files, 7/Z3-3L.

4le "iar Critirve Study of Lir fervice Cperstiones ol llew Caledonie,
Rusgells, Sansunor snd FPalowsna® by liaj. Ldwin B, Laneaster, 5720
-A4r Bervice Gp., 14 Lepn, 1945, 3n 3000 files, 7/25-38; ltr., Gen.
Herron to Gen Ilelicrrey, 29 aApril 19433 lir., . Henry J. Gedger
io UG, XITY .FEC, 8 cep, 1945, in [JFSHO files, '//25-3A. The 6th
CGroup ves ¢ seigned to the I Teland air Comaand. e copies of aa¥
Fegulaticn (5-1 had been received; hence no prowd commenders knew
rrecirely the service groupts capabililice in performing specific
rdgslons. uhen tiwee of its wnits were wesigned in Janusry o the
IT Iglend Jir Comwnd in the Fljis uwnder Tripg. Gen. George I, Usher,
Bhe parenl group lost all adicirdstretive control, even thoush the
transferred wolbs were still rscirned to the 4th Croup, At landi
the absence of ALY Fepulation 65«1 again created peny problems, bul,
the Sunply tecbion tackled the task of orpaniring seven warebouses
of jumbled, unbinned, wd cssorted nlrceraft parts vhich had been -in
storare, Furts for P-39's, B-R6's, and B-17's loy untbegued ernd in
cowon pins. Tlager vere rremnded for lack of rorie <hich ley in the
depths of the —arehom s Wal which cowld nob be locrteds Frem tuo to
ibr-e months' work a¢ requirved belore thle situstion was rectified,
Inel. 2 {1tr., iaj. -ayne &, Zoydctun, 38th oir Eng, Sq. to CG, XIIT
FEG, 9 Lep. 1945), "Operations while nf Fiji," in JFOHO files, 7425-3

/5, G=TE=1620 (3 apr. 43), COLGLHSOFAC to CG, AN, 781, 3 ipe, /3.

Ao
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Form 3/1s, 390th Jorb. Sg. (1), 21-27 Jure, 12-13 July 1943,

Forn 34's, 394%h Jowb. Li. (H) (1117 4pril 19/3), 726 Somb. Sg. (H)
(25 aprilel Usy 19/3), A/th Figuter Sq. (26 July-1l 'uvo-. 1943).

Itr., CONL CE to CICR.LC, € I'aych 1943, I'F1/P17-1, Feriel 1423, "lasic
Legivtleal Flen for Couwend lrene Invelving Joint .rmy <nd Navy Cpera-
bions," in L. 8ol files, SoFoeTelon, 7307-5J.

Ltr,, CUISOEL to Sculh Poelfic Jrea anld Soulh Foeldfie Foree, 20 Muy
197, CUIS0FAC Tile L/(CO4) Ceriel 1644, *Tasic Loglstical Flan flor
Soulh Feelfie," in ~Fin0Q £ilr s, SoPaclalon,7307-5d.

Thid, « Joinl . oriting Fosrd nccisted Lbe Joint Logletirael Bomrd, and
wee enpoiered bo Lot on behsld of e latier ben no condflicl of rervice
iabere o enirted, In eases of eonfllel, 1L var recersary to recuve
srrroval of weblon frem the  nbire Joinl Lesisghbienl Dourd.

Sr-TH-7770 (15 Tmes 45), COUTT €0 SEA %o GG 8O3 47, /<403,
15 J‘«t:.r. 1{3.

Incl, 23 (Listory of 29th fervice Group), Pemort of Coucdrom ictivities,
82d Jervice fg., 10 Cete 1943,

Tbid,; inel, 19 (History of the 29th Service Group), ".ctivities of the
824 Serviece Squadren in the Field," 10 Cet., 1943, A few duys later a
P30 landing with depth chorges cought fire and exploded, daraging
several of the recently revsire’ nlanes.

Thid.; inel. 21 (History of the 20th Cerviee Group), Midr Ferce Supply
setivity, AP0 709," 12 Oet. 19/3.

Inel. 1 {lir., Capb. Gickson S, Stauffer, Jr,, 570th Air Serv. Gp, to
GG, YILI .¥SG, 1/ Sep. 19/5), uar Critigue Studies, p. 4.

var Cribique, p. 233 irel, 1 (1tr., Cent, Dickson 5. Stguffer, Jr,,
Fe, 570%h uir Serve Gue to 0G, YIII %0, 14 & p. 1945), ver Critigue
wtudles, e 4y in AFEN0 £iles, /25-38. The Girect recult of inls
elfort ~ue Ble eloll Lhavt oo o il Bowier .o growmdesd for luel

of sware porbs Jurlog the Tundn corruelin,.

yoerar=ni09 (23 e, ZB), Alr Ser Con 13Lh bo GOWGEL LLOKFO, 2402, 27
LoPe /33 ltre, Lli. Cole %. L. Spradlivg, €0, GLh air Serv. Gp. to

G, ¥IIT .uil, 13 Sep. 1943, in Fonl files, 7405=33; 1fr., Cant. harris
¥, Underweod, {ith v serv, Gp, Lo GG, JIXT &FS3, 5 wug. 1945, in JITE
Tileq, 7425=2.., Lurk of exngineering quipnoenh oeces gury fer curveying,
dralnage, uni road construction of supply orees conhinx s o plngue

the supoly personc.el. -
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Inel, 1 (3tr., Capb, Dickson 8. Stouifer, Ug,, 570th Lir Gerve Gp.
to 0G, XIII AFECG, X/ tep. 1945), 'or Critive ftudies, v. 4, in
Lebn0 £ilee, T/05-35,

Incl, ¢ (1ltr., I'aj. woyne &, Doyfetun, 28th Adr Fne. 9. to Ga,
HIIT .80, © Lep, 1945), "Orer tions ab Cund~lernal,” in Zr&0
filee, T425=343 ircls 1 {lir., Vaj. Leyne O, Soydstun, 3oth ddr
Enge Yn, bo C6, ZITI IO, 1/ Sep. 1945), ".ir fervice Cperetion,®
i L2600 files, T25~00.

Tnel, 18 (Fistory of the 29th fervice Oroup), “.ctivities of the ACLh
tervice Logusdron Engineering Ceckion in e Sfoubh Facific .rea,"

¢ Cote 1942, Capt., Thonae L. Spradline cowended tlis crpenir-tion
during thic period.

Ihi'{ . -
Ver Oribicue, Pe Je "

Livtory ol the Tleb ferviee lourdroen, 1 Lec, throurh 31 lec, 19433
History of the 424 Jew’ crdusnt Croun (”), 15 June 1941 to 30 June
19433 inel, 13 (TVisbory or the 13%h Aiir Dewobt Grewr, eclivabion to
30 June 1%3), "Irforration concerning Thirteenth lcroh Enminecering
Depurbnent, 2 July 1940, Tle ergincering officer of the group was
Baje Terran I, Ledld,

terviey vith v, Folard W, Bliss, 272 Jordld 197/, in 4-2 Lib,,
58135 Cl-IN-6354 (10 Suly /42), Turmon to I™mrshell, - 1356, 10
Jully L. The wobdl: units ol the Tlot Lervice fquadron rerained
at Tomboubs wntil 19 July when bhey returned to the marent vail
&t Ploines des Coires, vhere they contivued to service B-25Tg, On
24 Ceherer the entire coundron seiled with the 6th Grouvp Tor the
Ffmssells, exvivirg sl -enika Island on the %0th, Here they inherifed
the shop area of lorire ddrcraft Sroup 2l =2nd contlrued to service the
224 Groupls 2-25%s, us sell ca F-3a's of tle 30Gth =nd P-39's of the
{7th Fighter Sque.iron. Highory of the 7let terviece Squedron, 1 Dec.
throurh 31 Deca 1943,

CI-0UT~-995 {3 July /3), lerstell o GO, SFi, Teare 4110, 2 July Z3.
Cl-IL~-£554 (10 July 43), ¥ roon to larsball, 33356, 10 July /3.
Ibid.

Cr=-CUT-10551 (27 By 23), ~rnold to Hermon, rone <623, 26 July /43,
Vemo by Col, Ralvh U, “rewnfdield, 31 fug, 10/3, in IS0 filee,

SoFr.cielom, 720%7-5L, Colonel Zrctmfiel- had recently replaced Brig. Gen, Car

Conmell oo Coicondiog Cffdicer of the V .ir Foree ferviee Commana,

-
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A&FRH=20, Lotes, Chap. V . Wl

70, OI'-LN=20239 (27 svp, 43), GULF 13 lo COLIEL wil, 'F68L, 27 hug. 43.
71, Ihid.

72e wir Oriticue, p. 30.

, 3. Ihid., vp. 49350,

Tle Lbtre, "aj. Buy D. _:.nﬁre’, Crd. Iepb.. to CQ, “ITT 475G, 11 Sep. 1945.
In one cnee tvo crash irucks vere oub of gervice lor eisht ronths
recauee of luck of rurw celubeh 'r‘m. In ancther, ar ordnerce and
mainieuance comnpany needed & heed pusket for a Yord wotor, sm vn=" -
rrocurgble item, In disgust sn enlzvted rechenic versonully ordered
a gasket fron @ nail order firr in the Efni ed Ltetes, and received
the item in & short tinme. Ltr,, Col, D. &, funight, Ord, Cfflr-er,
FIIT w286 bo wer Gritique Comidbtee, ¥ITT _7:6, 15 Sep. 1945, in
~ASHO files, Ti25-303,

75, Form 34's, 39/th Bermb, Sn. (H), 11-17 ipril 19/3, 10-16 Lay 1943,

6. Form 34's, 726 Dorb, o, (1) (25 srreil-l oy 1943); 239 Torb, Sa.
(1} (n3-29 ey 19/43)-

7. Yorm /s, 3ist Born. Sqe (B}, (5-12 Jure 203), 724 TSowb, Sg. ()
(6=12 Jume 19/3), The 3=17'c Tored on Cepiritu {anto were conducte
ing daily searchrs averuging 700 piles cul from the irland,

76, Form 3£’==, 23d Bozb, So. (), 26 July-1 fup. 3973, 1(=07 dug. 1943
(Feer Zchelon), 16-22 hug. 1973, AF0 709 (Foruerd Tchelen).

10, CI=Ti-a77 (2 ey 43}, Yew Cal to ASCPFO, 259, 1 Tay 433 Forn 34,
A% Pirhter Sge, 1519 Jup. 1845, Yrie scumcron renorted thet
the ape of ito edrerrft made it imro-sible to hold in corrission
nore than €0 or 70 per cent of its widne<, «nd cnly then hy verformance
of rueh third ard fourth echelon work, yet only two veeks Jatler it
could revort that the erri-=l of qunnln.es and equirrment hed greatly
improved, Ikid., J0 suse~5 Sep., 1923,

30, L-P-0GL1 (34 Cot, I;), ATRGEPPCI 13 to L.E0HFC, :"FJ_OBo 13 Cots 43,
The currert sverage enyine 1ifc teo first overbrul +re es follows:
rodicd-500 Lours; in-~line-150 bhours, I - ue estimeted thet trans-
ports would operzte 1E0 hours rer menth, conbet tynes 50 hours rer
O, .

L1s
-3

L, Lwr Critioue, p. 21, g

mﬁiﬁlﬁﬂ
. WL—-
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85.

90.
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ATONT Eh—

W, p Oritinue Ltudy ol My Serviece Uporations at lew Caledonia,
Iwege] 1_9, wunsapor, snd Yalawen,"® oy lgj. Ldwin U, Lencaster,
5734 e Jerv. f"‘n., 14 Sep, 15*;’), in LBERO Mlec, 7/25-333 ltr.,
Lt. Col, lewis L, Bolladay, .21lst .ir ferv, Go, 'I:o GG, “ITY LFEC,
11 Sep, 1945, in ibid, ]

Incl, 1 (lir., Covit. Dicksonm S. Stuwsfer, Jr., 570th air ferv. fq.
to OF, XIIT «Fi0, 14 fepe 19/5), or Critigue itudies, n. 7.

Interview with lsd b, dohn b, uresn&,hen, 22 reh, .h,.{;jr, in £-2 Idhb,,
E=511/5, Licnberant Bresrehan meent 18 nonths in oo supply vork

in tie Soubh Tielfic, returrln to bhe Sater dn lecember 193, Lir,,
I+, Gol. Te Lo Lrradling, €O, cih air cerv, fm, %o CG, }ITI 4¥8C,

15 Lep. 1943, .

Irid, s gy Cribigue « 20, wonden Loxes covercd with tar or watepr=
4t 3 que, i -

rrcofed roper were roeconveliced,”inaemuch ¢ s Lhe rore desircohle her-
wetically oealed eonfairers vers not cvallable.

Cl=T=n320) (31 imge 45), irenk bo lkemon, 0147, 31 fug. 43, Vo
evidence 1z presently avallrile to .c.m.u:.cv'!:e vhab ¢ Aaibionael delay
cceurred before there items recched the rndvenced 7 ses. Later 1t
&5 found tecersary to erclose an;gs‘ﬁes l;rin;_r in supply storige vith-
in cellophane baps to prevent eylirder walls from rugbing. Lir.,
Tt. Col. ['red 7. Taylor, 5724 Alr 'erv, Gp. to CG, XIIL .JEC, 14
bepe 1945, in SFIHO files, 7425-33.

cor Critigue, p. 653 1tr., Capt, “opar L, Hoever, ho., 2960 oir Serv,
Gp. to UG, FIIT 260, & Sep. 1945, in Foi'0 files, 7/25-35,

Iid. Lwowr wer porticilerly Aifficult to recure from the Iamgineers
and Ty mwilhs sulferc, from leey of it. YiIne Dmployment of Alrdrore
Sguadrons in Inswler ard ;mpical -:iI‘f&TE‘,“ by Laj. Crlando T,
Lovebbi, 00, 12th Alxrdrowe £q., & Sen, 1945, in -¥El0 files, '?‘}?5-3 A3
ltr., Lt. Gol. 7. Lo Spradling, 00, ¢th frrv, Gp. to CG, X <III ¥3C, .
5 Lepe 1945, in 2210 Tiles, "&’,23—315.

Ltr., Lt., Col, lewis L, Delladay, ZELlct .ir lerv, Gp., bo CG, YIII
;.:cﬂ, 11 fer, 1945, in +FEHEC files, 7/25-33; lir,, 1cj. Foul H,
Lelartens to GG, 7IIT .iG, 10 Ser. 1975, in #EF0 files, 7425-34.

Ltr., L%, Gol, Lewis L. Rollrduy, -2lst sir Lerv. Gp. wo OG, XIII
B0, 11 Lep. 18435,

\

"Ilin,torical Tecord ard Criticue of the .ctivilies of the .uginecer
x.rct,;.on, ZIIT air Lovee Lervies Sorand durdng Sorld Sar II,M by
Taje Stephon I . TYeon n, 1& fep. 1945, in JWH (0 files, Tial-35;
Itr., It. Col. 7. L. uﬁrml:.n{f, 00, th Berv, Gp. to CG, ¥ITY FeC,
5 bep 1(‘14!:; \ A i .

ehaaibiin A - .
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Ve oy

ook e &

€3

. I

10k,

i), C-Di-10052 (21 Juge £43), srank to Farmon, (012, 21 ug. /3. Lbra,

-0, YTotes, Cnuzv. V j %
s ’ y

¢ ~I0-1005 (7 suee 43), Foly Terot 13 bo ASCFFO, "3(7% 2 .wp. /3;
Gt -Timi39% (£ .ze £3), trank to CG, Sei, 23416, 4 ige 42,

Lir., Iaj. Hilbon Fo "een, 103th air I'cteriel oo to CG, ¥FIIT .FSC

[N

5 ten, 1945,in L0 Dlles, T/25-34,

war Cribilouc, p. 4. Levertheless, in Deeerd ev Gorerel larnon reported
Lhet the per cent of botnl cvantity of ore:nicetional eovipment Jost
per ronbl due Lo riudirection, sbandersent, esnbure, pilfrrage, and
enemy tebion wes eetinoled 2t 1,5 mer cent. I=FP=1096 (7 e, 13},
ARLOAADET 15 to JSCERQ, | F1T22, 7 Dec, /3.

wed Critioue, n. 5. CGae inferesbtinsg csge of Lhiz fyre cccurred at
Terlovby chore there vag an evictlen opireer bebtalion aveilable

rdl oplrcting under fhe Teland S(rvicv Corrand Ingineer, Despite ites
profenee on Ble Lase, It wae izroregitdle to gecure the rervices of the
enrincer wilbk bo ccrgtruct the conurol boary in lesd the tower T es
tuilt uy sircri £ r#cnanac‘, ecooks, vrd obher serviece rersonrele-and
e engincers waoerel that 1t venld collspse in w bich wind, Lir,.,
Col. hurry ne fendall, Hog., *III .u266 to GO, “IIT ;a®G, L1 Sep. 1943,
in .F5I0 Pilos, TS0

Irel, & (UM-bory of bLie Z9th dorviee Growp), “Wunction of Greup lead-
quarcers, JO9bh Lrivice Croup (Air),“ n, d,

[k

pal Geitioue, w, &

Irdd,, ppe <7, 3d.

C-IL=-21079 (30 July /3), €O, 1Zth D te CUTTTL (olrev, - 324%, 30 july
L33 Tor Greilinuc, T 27

..!.t'tr. 001. TQ L. Ix}qrc-‘:‘lin"’ G(}, ‘:"th -‘.E’ﬁ‘. G’P. ko C’U, -(MLII x..»..u..«, 5 Se@-
1“,), i bl files, TLaJ-Ju. creedling repords tleh "had 1t not
Teen for o loem Fron bhe Iavy of o 50 n.Veh. Diegel gerexator, we
would o ve een wilhoub Tever in rix vonble. The (o3 BV, cets,
Ariten by Llreccoled cdpeornein noborg, ard veed In unCﬂ;ﬂP urd ine

strumeab chops, Treke fovn reguleorly ¢fher chore rervice Lir,, Lk,
Cel, Lewie L, Helliday, 201sb A7 Loive One bo GG, TIIT 380, 11 ‘ep.
1945, in JOFO f3lea, 05-07.

Cillmlil =117 (2u S, /3), GO, 13th iy Torst Lo COLSTN LI5S0, wnmmiered,

3

TG - . f,, C =l -::.-.Jlu (hu -.11“ 3) ¥ eI 1A '{0 I roiion, oL D,.;, 25 -‘.\:4.,_1
S8y L or Teitigue, ne 07, The elrTronw sl TIrens o?fevrﬂ g COminial

pecialdigldn for we Mmool b Lewlinge. Viese sre ret el the ey of
e sbpip amd odred sertdendly co Beeo Ue Tiloel counld uids on then
in pdpht ludinges ond tulc-o™ls,
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o, Cher. U

“=a

wr Gritiome, Tr. 27=2., .
v Griciewe, Tl 403 lir,., Soipictrocit Opcr Ldens of I0th WAr
tervice Ground, Gondnle nal and *<rbeanre, OJG Gbis 7, Turrewr,
5 Ger, 193, 10wl PLllez, TLZT-30,

« -t s ¥ oy e py) 3 . M
C=T=20l9 (07 wug. 13), COLT 13 4o OUUG5ED LY, 1834, 27 'wme. 733
cor Oritioue, v, D33 lir., © O Leon Geslyer to 0G, YIIT LFE0,  Cen,
1¢L5, in RO fides y M20=3.. v, " echrer wae acsirtant Adr Torce

surnly Orfleer,

I

LS

1

I't:.;., Vel ‘. ‘I‘ n Fo I‘l r‘-, f‘“} oth ‘dr “me. Bg. to OG, I3
12 Zen, 1940 mm;Ci oo, "" 20, & a ewre in woint, the

o AN uﬂT’V" ve Squa.dron wa.s frec:uently called upon Lo vrovi 69 1ahor
GEUL.:L:LS Tor 2Llet Group Te JTrunriers, ilh tle result that its om

cechndenl 1 ork oo Parnere S,

I

106, % xr Gritioue, v 3%. Tle tropiral elicote »op ¢ omn jcr caues Cor
underestimeting » edL of e cervic: wils. o coee in reind was
the wxmerdl rec of Lhe 006 Crdcorce Corpoar,  hwich var allolied nob

ere Ghan ¢re=LL0Eh o o) o cleanlug ond prﬁ.crz'lrm raterials
cetually nes lcd, Lur., Cuph, Jorore O, Tuoh, 57led nr wOTVe Ul
bo Ilq., TIXT ouf, 2 Jome 1945, 1 .28 T‘J'!zk fi -iane

lG?a ‘-L'ti‘ .y (*"r-t. ':111’1‘.'4.}’ [ I o r!i I—I A‘i'f:f, a Lﬁlp- qu}i’
in »}.1‘23}1{0 Tilee, 770 =Zas Srere mdin w’ni. chope (¢ folloves

Tth irdrere Cnm Txern arrived Cuedeleswsl 0 13 July 1945
'i] th  F H u Cu=fale rel 13 duly 170
iith  # b " lew Coledonle O July 1845
13ty F # u N e > July 19043
Lith " b b Trnde PO July 194z
o ® u u Sepiriin Seavo 21 Juldy 1943
Era, JIT1 .0e8, Tnih Vovew ud Luta ({heough 31 Jv oed 1943),Y in
SO LT, TALE-DL

6, It '_s:jt.., jrel, 1 (1tv., Curt. ?r-L,Jon S Lleuflir, Jr., J900L Adv orv,
Gre b0 G, JIFI .0, 14 fen, 1903), cox Criliowe ttudics, n, 10, in
Y ilt&., ’?'!'1~4 ,«‘U!

109, Ipid, I'aj. Stonford Daeky omcrcted whe Surply (eeblon on e Juscells.

10, LLJ* , Crm, Lorven ho SWLIGORG, PL Ceb. 19/2, in (IH00 files,

foluelalon., 7307=-51,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



- ETAt
A ™

111,

11,

1if.

114,

117,

119.

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

0, Yot~y Chup. V¥

A0

Lidd, Hermea reecqm béed thol {le Medtizl P45 freilities Te
medntelred ab Tenbouln, ivelvilvy ergire overheul and & small rcar
cchelen sunply cezbleny Lo Bhut One Tow e rebained in cowdission
£aredeh e booe Vor Sishtor undte arnd ndlcto.

-

Itre, Cems o Lo Buren bo Col, 0ll, 34 beb, 18774, in 1idd.

pmaw=4033 (30 S ov, 100, AT CIENG 13 do S20T0, | 1047, 20 Tov.
11:1"3 -

Irtey ZIVE 424G, PUnit Tovercrnd Latz (barovsh 21 .wuch 1045),0 in
e £BQ files, 7/10-2, Lee Lprp. 7 Sor chation Lict of rervice units.

bl fery of Bhe Tndied ddrovcdt o osmnilion bvenly Syotem, by T, Gel,
widldiam iy ddreley, T3 Iy 1944, in &0 files, 73501,

Tivid, 3
Lidid.; Ege, ULISHL, lemo No, 91, ' esponcibility for supnly of
~vigbion Crénence,” 10 July 1942, dn LOF0 files, 73561,

Ltre, CEECAG bo touth Predifie .rea end :outh Peeifie Foree, "lupply
of wircralt smmwritien,® 29 Lep, 1943, A1/(18), ferial ONISBL, in
dd. Tinsley received sulshunbial surrerl from Ool, Gard, | wrine
CUrdnarce Sunply C£ficer; Corender anetbing, Cormery CffYcer of
CUIREF(Eo0RAC; and Gol. urnhy, (ransrece (fficev of $08, PLisbory
of the Unloed drer™h wwywnid ion Supply Systery 23 Ty 1974,

Rog., 171 WG, Temo Lo, 10, *otanderd Uper tire Froeedure for Suoply
of sirer: [t amamilion in the Seulh Pueifie .rea," 23 Oct. 1943, in
Lrbh0 filcs, 7355-1,

"riglery of the United airerrft anumition Sunvly Syeten,® £3 lay 1944,
it one roinl Jn the ecupmedsn the Gundnlecnel depot was called uron
Lo £ill a reguest fron the Sevenbh Fleet oL Srishene for several
mundred specinl fures, shich cere shirvped Ty air, Later cheering
reveales Bhud the seventi bleeh hed cxluue’ed iis sunply of this

type of fuze, and bad Jdrovn uren the Havy's <ources in the nearest
sajeiniyy theater (80-46) which hnd . sred on the recvest Lo the
Thirteenth «Jr rorce. Teanwhile uany thousense of these Tures were
in the bends of tie Uifth Air Foree at Trishane, Fowever, a wealmess
in the syclem developed voriy inm 1%/ whon too weny 1,000«1%, borbhe
Tere uced. fene Lo CUEOFLG By Gen. ', ¥. Harmon, 26 itreh 1944, in
[E5h0 Files, SoFaelaCom,7307-31,

Cl=I=11233 (13 Jure 43), CUNILESORAC, | &/2, 18 June 23 ltr., Lt,
Col., T. L. Spradling, GO, &th .ir . rvice Go, to CG, XTIT IFLC,
13 Sep. 1945, in .udl O files, %.25-3%,
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e, :
LFFE=20, Kotes, Chap. ¥ , 276

wanuiiNiR:-

173, Tlece unids vere The 1037tb and 1o43d (rdmince supply and Laintenance
Cormpanire (.ape)e (Hictory of bhe 1£53d Ordncree Sunply end Vain-
tenance Co, (xm.); Hisbory of the 1637th (rdnance Supply and 'ain-
tenance Co. (lwn.); lir., "zj. om. P. iebsler, Bo,, éth ilr Zerv.
. 6o, to CG, XTIT .J5C, & fep. 1945, in K B0 files, 7A7¢-34) The
entire 1€37th arvived cn € July 19/3.
124, Ihid.; Fisbory of the 163%th (rdrence Surely @19 Vainterapee GCo.
(avme)e On 1€ Ceiober, 26 ren of the 1*55th Crinance [unply and
Inintenunee Conpany “wre :itaehrd, and on 2 Toverhor 32 men joined
irom the 14ath Jdrdrome tou .dron, fn indteresting comrarison micsht
e rede vith Lke tacbicel wnibs. a hesvy borberdnend sroup hed
$ive crdnanece olficers wnd 114 ren to heul Lombe from the dmp to
the etrip and Lo gerform a ~inirunm of <ireraft arpancnt mainterance,
Tot an ordoince surply end sainbenance comuery of four officers snd
76 ren was  obliced to oomialsler, rohblon, emd querder iteelf,
receive, cbere, mointain, cccovut for, wnd issve 5,000 tons or more
ol' cireraft zrrunitlien, wnd perfory third or often fourth echelon
repeirs on 5G0 bto 1,000 vehieler, in addition to otrer heavy dulies,
Tieir job wes Vglant-gize.t ar Crildeue, n. 41,

125, The photo wniks suffered ¥eenly fron bbe lock of vorte crd equinment
o raintadn thedr ereeinl equipsert, Inteeview with 1=t Lh, u,. B
wanes, 4 ay 1WA, In L= Lib,, =5341/, LJorm 34's, ldth Photo, ta,
(H) (14~20 T'erch 1943}, 17th Fhobto. Sq. {L) (29 1) reh=4 Xrril 1943),

126. Imcl. 1 (Xir., C.pt. bickson &, “touffer, Fn., 57GLh idr Serv. Gp.
to 6G, 2IYT .FoC, 14 Fep. 19/5), uor Crifique tudiess "ar Critiove,
r’o Ao

!
is ‘i !

WW
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2o 0 LS

Chexpter VI

I4r,, Donrcnder, Soubh Preifie ‘rea and Eouidb Feeiflie Force to the
foutl, fecivic .rcg, "leland Lices--Soulh Vacific .xyesm,b 73 Feh, 1973,
53=1{1L), Serdal ﬂC*Z_;;, in HEHO Dilac, 7307-53. Conlrol of air umits
rerained &8 eryroved by CCLATESOPAC on /2 furast 1002,

Thid, OCerbein lesdouerbors, enong them CUGLIE0R.C, CCISCR.C, COIGLAEOS,
CULTRGO0PLE, and +cddhloned o ved cnl Toedne o‘r;;mrwba ong e eremmt
frem ccn’brol of drlend conmaniere,

Idr., Comncoder, coulh F eifie .res ird Soulh Feeifie Ferce Yo South
Treific area ard foulk Foeifie roree, V.ir ¥ileld wnd leaplanw _ase
Cengtruetion i’ Iministertion--tfouth Pacific wrea," 5 Perch 1943,
11-9(95), serial 00477, dn FEHOD files, 7307-33.

Thid,

Direetive, Correarder, Mr Center folowen Ielunds to .11 sviation Tnits
Solcron Irdenle, Ylrpzoization ard Junciions of Lir Cender Solonen
Iclenss,® 25 "m'_e 1945, a3=5r b1, Serial CO‘,‘E", in 0/1S=3, Orere-
ticne Ln’"‘y Tre gervice having cognizenee of the field snd to

vhich ihe fic ld corrender kelenped vee ehrrrsod, wroa reguest by
Cemmunser Adr Ger:ter, vith wroviding suveh pevsonrel, fireilities, =nd
moterdals as rdrhi te reguired over snd rhove thowe va.:s_lh_hlo 1 the
rage 6 a vhola, 1o enrhble the field comerder to fulfill his responsi-
wilildes, INid. »et app. & Lfor urremizatlon Cheri Alr Genter (,_olo,.ko.m).

Thin,

Ltr,, Gowrender, Soulh Pacific to Fouth Faeifie Foree end South FPeelfle
pony TMIitory Crgend. ebien of ohe Jerverd irea,” 2 Lep, 12/3, A3-1
(cony, coriwl COL70E, in JYFO Piles, 7307-70,

Ibid,

Lir., Corrander, touil Fecific to foulh Facifie . e, tornirance of

Pirfields ord *xnapl:me Jaree,® 20 Cet. 1943, ul-"'/ -=1/ (1 f) berial
00r213, in ibid. See anp. ¢ for 3ist of ;E‘iﬁlr‘im

SECUR’FH“T FUR?‘& Al }D .
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LAFrk-20, Lobes, Chup. VI

1ls Fferert on Bludy of Dop=Comhct .ceddente” (Frelimire ry Ferort No. 7),
Ororations ”nzlys:l.: £2cey 13%h F, 15 lov. 1943, in .G/ 5=3 , Operg-
tlong Jralycic.

12, Jhid.

3. Ltr., Uaj. «red ve sampperle to CG, “ITL .F3C, 12 Ser, 1943, in .FCHO
Tiles, 7425=-3C3 wur Criticue, np., 35-,:.,, 11:.1'-., i,,,,}. F‘ul H, "ehriens,
]‘uf}_., 20th Lir E‘prv. GP. e C’} .«.._:TI ..I‘E;C, 10 s—t—T‘. 1642 'y in AWSHO fJnlEL}
71,25-342, lir,, ‘aj, Joregh G, Ca 567, ‘_,'bh SiTdrone L .y UThe Ln“'ov
renl of Lirirceme lquedrons in Tnenlsr rponiced | xfore,t 5 Eeh.
195, in inid.s liw., Cavt, Turrey Joréen, TITT LFEC to CG IIIT
HFEC, 9 Lep, 1O/5, in ihid,

ilL. "leport op Jluy of Vep=Combub .,ccyaents“ (Frelimin.ry Tenort fe. 7),
Crevebionr Jrelysis fve., 13th o7, 15 Hov, 1927,

15, Some geeitenbs veourred in comw cbion vith sir e defence freilitien
ceordinadon heturen B locsl Lo compmroer wd the cdrTicld cory ancler
st aoh alveys Lwrreniour. «ar Criticus, n. 35.

edar couwinment

-

16, Lraft, . Hl&toric&l By, “‘Eex*elcpx:errb of Tudio wrd
for Mir Cperaticnn, 199518 Jj

17. Ihig,

13, C‘i—CU“«-'i?/ &4 (30 WO /3), drneld io C%, SkL, ohe 4::»?1, 7 lexe 13
NeIN-2186 (L 1y 72), COLL TEOR: G o GO, wAT, 2899, 4 Tay 43,

19s CI-CUT-6943 (17 July /2), .xaold un Tuindne, iaune <4235, 10 July 40.
L ves telievnd In as h.u.rsftuu.u hot the ‘f‘-mg’u’o rrojecl,™ o il yas
knc o, wonldu e reli=cufficirnt for severel conthe.

#0¢ ILiTe, G0Le ne e (abheny bo GG, 13th .f, 21 Zem. 1073, :‘m JFEFQ files,
T50T7=5G Yione froehers ._ffrcmn;* tnoorer Ferfernmance," 1 I'my 1944,
Cperchbicns relysie Lee., 13bh 5, in /=0 Li%,, Z-;w,, 1.

“1. Trepar-tien for tre The of Z7H=T717-3 in the FI1T Bomber Comsrd,
arp. I, Inbervies witie ek Li, o, L, Cylvester 5., 3.:* i, Zarl L,
Lyon, 26 Juiy 19/, in 400 Piles, 4303-2, Lieulenunl E.y'lvester
1eni o the bewlh racifice vilh tLe Soaitdsl Clight as & novigobor.
Lir,, Cen, Herron o wriy. Gem, . 0% YeClellurnd, 20 aur. 1943, in
el Liles, W20G7-5%,

ZRe lowm. D4, 204U B, Ene (W), 73-50 v, 10/5,

SEGB‘HTY"]T“’CWN
BN
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A TH=20, Tob g, Chep, 7I _ _ N =79

3. Itdd., 20 .uge=t fop, 1973, W

]

2o Ibid.; lirs, Gola Pothuny bo GG, 13th L7, Z1 lens 19435 Blome Factors
sIfeciiny cocoper Porfortree.” Toe redsry :dlinelor rervitted pilots
to £iy Llindly «b Ir0-fooh nlbitude ribhovt teneion.

A3
n
-

i,
¥ L - - =
“he Ihides; Form 22, ZOth forte, fo, (¥) y 13-190 fern, 10472,

.,

'-1? . ]}"i-d I

i

2o, korw Sh, 350Eh Uorb. £o (H), 27 benewd Oeh, 10733 CU_IFL0LL Deily
Tirkel. Sum., L8 Cene 194235 lir., Cen, lorimon to Gen, .xroll, 7 Ceb.
1925, in & 0 212.0-5, Omr Lions Letiers,

20, Ald, In e A7 wissions Ilom [rem 27 wveguch tlecvph 1 Oetoer,

Lhe ratnr equipcetd gove Bhe Follorinm- vovcent; o of rabicfieuory

v

rerforninest
4
CORCR TS O o SIF LT TR S
w02y Tee?, C 24 L

Caly ils Corren er of il 5tk Tatwrd-ad Sroup (8),C0el, I™rion I,
Lorul, eilcd to bevalop mich enthusdesr lor th project, ™wi Wis
rercblon vae dn oirecd contrusi o Lo E-R of the Sth Group, who
guickly ' 2¢ convihiced oo Ble voould o merganr L orasrvetion, In-
Lervion Wibh Lzt Lt s Le ordlvesler; Inkerviev s Ith Ceol, Shuart P,
(rigib, Oy tabbor, J 3 wn. 1976,

20, Lir., Gol, iuhiexny to 05, '_I"th Ly 21D £l 19/%3 CU=Ti-18528 (25 Len
f'j) GO GULOR..G Lo GUIUhN o y o 500 i‘.-' Al meT, /o

31, CWGUR-12300 (ze Lep. 23), .anmeld e, Vurelall o CCUGRUSORIC, [lare
SA7G, 26 fer. /3.

5Le Lir., fen, LEoeron to Cen, .mrola, 7 Cet, 103y O=IT-17083 (23 Deo
/30, COILE 13 to GOl ., F190G, 23 lee. /2, TVorpen'e 1el.uer
B ca.c‘l*z.e- brek bo weeldo hon by Colonsd ri;‘ht, vio bad heen

called Trom Kl fovih o eific oo feocu a2 " Je wreject was vell

L-.o’cz’;li hed, Ceolomcl trl bt Lime LT rrescubed Sl eore for a
cemorate founSron. T Pnon cesired  vicldlr retiom Inoa eovund

q’-\!ur

batue, CheTims/o8 (O Ccl, / 3}, CUDTIEOTLG to SG Au, 3201,

. < Celhe 45,
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33.

34

335.

36,

37.
38.
3%

40,

41.

424

- .Wﬁ‘ ﬁr '1"

ki ! U l\!

Ltr', 0011 H&theny tc CG lath AF 21 Sep. 1943; CM"‘IN"‘17283

COMAF 13 to COMGEN AAF, #F1986, 25 Dec. 433 CN-OUT-11040 (30

Dec. 43), Arnold to COMAF 13, #392 29 Dec. 43. The souadron
was to resch a strength of 12 planes in Jenuery 1944,

Periodic Activities Summary, 868ih Bemb, Sq. (H), 1-31 Jan. 1944,
in A-2 Lib,, K~-4883L.

"Some Factors Affecting Snooper Performance,™ 1 May 19443 1tr.,
Col, Matheny to CG, 13th AF, 21 Sep., 1943.

Ibid. The plane lost on the night of 28 Septenmber was the first to
fail to return from a mission. One other had creshed on its rebturn
to Carney on 30 August, killing its entire erew. (Form 34, 394th
Bomb. Sq. (H), 30 Aug.-s Sep. 1943.) Although originally known as
the "Wright Project s the souadron pradually became known as the
"Snooper Sguadron.' "Preparation for the Use of SCR=717=B as a
Pathfinder in the XIIT Bomber Command," by Capt. Frnest R, Barriere
and lst Lt, Sol, L. Relches, 3 Sep. 1943, v. <.

Vear Critique, p. 57.
Ibid., p. 57.

"Preparation for the Use of SCR-717-B as a Pathfinder in the XIII
Bomber Conmend,” pe 2. Direct hits were cleimed on five DD's, two
CLts, one SS, and one CV, The Navy proved very cooperative and
went o considerable effort to conflrm sinkings, "Some Factors
Affecting Snooper FPerformance,® 1 May 1944; interview with lst Lt,
F| Lo Sy‘lvester, 26 July 19Ml

See App. 10 for relative cause of loss of flying time ameng flying
officers,

"The Army in the Scuth Pacific." General Harmon designated this
disgease "the scourge of this command,M

Ibid. In an effort to mobilize all resources, the Joint Army-Navy
Valarie Control Board was established and pleced directly under
Admirgel Halsey, This board had complete furisdiction over all matters
pertaining to the contrel, prevention, and therapy of malaris, Under
direct supervision of the board were a number of Malarias Control
Units, composed of both Army snd Navy personrnel, which were assipned
to each cccupied islend., Report of Inspection of the Medicsl Activi-
ties of the Thirteenth Alr Force, by Col. George F. Baler, III, M.C.,
11 Dec. 1943 [cited as the Baier Report/, in AAG bulk files, Adr
Eurgeon's material, This report covers observations made during the
periods 2 to 3 October, inclusive and 24 October to 4 November 1943,
inclusive.

3 v
EUﬂf’!’iﬁ",!
a '* ¥ !
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i E-T0, Totr g, Chip, V | Se—— 281

-~

43+ wonder Leporl, Iifdnil 2, "Daye lost per 100 Ulyirs of'ficers rev
nenbh,Y  Sce Lo, 10 or Trerkde,n of esuers of Jegs of 7 Tyine
tive,

Ly xeder Teport, Jten the 20%h Adr {exviee Groun {iret went .rhore on
. Teviritu fonto, aprroxinutely 748 o r ce t of the eorand contrueted
dlarrpea of « rila bo revewe npature hefore <ereece.d wesses coull he
eatolliched, oeler Levert, Txhihit 15, Wedieal Temort of Z0th oir
tervieo Greoun, " 30 Yo, 1043,
(5, Irel, L (Itr., 7aj.  syve 8. Joydebun, 35th iir Fas, Yq. o 66, YIII
LS, 1 Lep. 1045), Bhir Zervice Creraticn,® in J¥S70 files, 7425
333 ivel. 1 (ltr,, Oant, Dickoon &, tidevf f‘r:r, Ir., 570th iir "Lerv,
Gp, wo Gy YITT .JEG, 1/ Sep, 10 L5), ar Critique studies, p. 70,
in ﬂa:-lu.; 1tr., C. 0 Jeroms G, Teorerg, Jdr., 9th Alr Tung, £q. to CG,
FITL .+%0, 21 luge 1045, in i‘hi-‘J.

L6, Lles, Lh, Col, Lesdds L, Hollodny, Z01it Adr &orv, Gn, to GG, FIIT
:..wﬂ 11 ferm, 194 5, .f.n ;.=z:£u Tileg, 7LR3-3B; Form 34, 370tk Yoxb,
(1') s 13-19 Zep, 1942,

7 o Encl. 1 (Cemi, tdekson &. stauffer, Jr., 57CGHn odr Serv, Cp. to CG
’ I ’

NITT Lw8C, 1/ Lor1945), Tor Oritdrue ftuides, v, 20; I Leporth

To, 1.539, Wlorale o0 the iy Aly sorer on Gummlcsm'.l ," 21 June

19/3, in 4-0 Lib,, f=20cds. Thir veperdh ic from 0. 1., Clevents,
Al correrpondent,

L8, Lir., izj. Thorms 1, Dimande, &th odr torv, Gp. to GG, "IIT AFSC,
5 vew, 1945, in M,.HO i‘:s,l,.., 7&25—3(}; itr,, Li, Col, Lovic L,
Holiad wy, Jelet Alr forv, Gp. to 0G, LITL .o, 11 tep. 1945, in
20 Pile=, 7/22-33

o, Teel, 1 (3tr., Gont, Bickeon &, Stauifer, Jr,, ¥0th ldr Lerv, Gp.
to C ) YIIL FEG, 14 Sep 1925), wur Cribique ftudise, pn, 20-71,
Loek of fresh J cc‘ de, al lorot on buacmlcmnl, vag overcome in the
L gk *:gf, ol 194 by the eptdblichment of extensive rardens on theth

1

50, HID levort No. 1532, Wgrals of ihe ‘ray air Foree on Guadsle-nal,®
- 21 June 18/3, in A2 Lih,, £-26363, loralr ofien followed the heer
supply, Ltr,., L“ jeo Thomug H, Tdmands, ¢th air lerv., Gp. o CG,
AIIT &F8C, 5 Sens 1045, in ooWEQ Diles, TL25-5C,

. 5l CL-CUT-11912 (& imge /3), arpold Lo 0G &4 (Tk. meg.), Tane 7422,
22 .mp. 43, The origin of thir pronceanl is uot elmr' it anosrently

aid 1ot eome from Ceperal irnols.
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P »-0, liotﬁr‘, Cx:ap. Y

G2e  Cl'=IR=227 (1 Cere 43), Lerion to irnold, . R400, 1 Sen. 43, ]

3%« Thore I ovitenes bo inldecte thed thde faclor of dzily conteet with
the eneny Gy tir wnits vre overleocked by promd cor-an’rrs on CGuadal-
eanal, In dune it voe necersary Lo Jolend the 207in Groun from the

- eritiei~m of tre 7IV Cornc " e7leal Insnector, vho had censured the

. policiuz oy fre Viiceel le Gin,® hy the 307th. The Thirieenth .ir
Joree (enp ,.c'f~r.w1,,r Gereamral ,uun_.rm) infor: v:n CEATLFL of +he contro-
versy 1o followst "thal “owrtoenth Corpr hins o highenover =ho?f
that hy-.f"' lilkle %o do, v 1oml o 4theth h’m e el Girected Lo <harp-
shootiny aw thrme 1dr Porce wnidts, L cure Edco 3¢ neoh Cereral
Crirwoldls iden <ot 213, tut indiecddens ave 1hat much of it is
goiny on,  The jdr Coras valbs cre nplereghrencth, under-~equirved
and onerotime twernby=four hours o day, rod tle re ure any bhives that
e Le end Siould Te dwproved S (Ldr., 13th .2, wisigoed, Lo Trip.
Gen, &y §. crrEb, c/s USiriTa, 18 dune 123, in .+21 0 files,
TAOT-5.5.) Tie letter seery to be Twiningte.

5. ero for Gol, Tall by laj. Ger. H. . Formon, ‘“-oa*ep Vol t;';‘(m bousing
16 "oy 14, in L2 R0 Tiles, T307-5E,  Cen, H. 1, Dorpon joined
Halseyta o «‘zf‘f iv Loterber ae L&erau‘f Corvanter, outh Pucific ares,
Fe welieves thol thir noliey vas due Uin lorge vecsure' to the elov
aovaenh of e ooxr In the e’arl;) wpr ora bhe sccepbipee of tle idea
thut every sbep woudd S a2 lon: one,

285, tuwoled du DAR,

] -

TIhid, anoroditioned disedvenbcre sre 41017 ot e o Initi T »loos for
cach Logn conlenndlaled @ rindmy evount of inptallatlion oz soon zs
tlr eombet Treoe onled, Yeveryone survevtibticusly sierls fiming hime
el ure-tuiléing bo B omosdrom,”  Goneral Horron noinied so the
race Tor candort, tr 4 Bhe sigenee of ploanain Tor the later

vl ses, the result wme Fyacste, dunlieetion, siu corpetibive Ter uine
imng wzi_tnou*t end,”

*

A%
N
»

57, Hedey Tevort, riibii LD, '"Tedlesl leport of IGth wdr ferviece Group,V
* 30 Ht R 1943-
%
Z5. Wepord of (raseribicns of “edleal tervice in foublresh Prcific mnd
Soubth Toeifie wre 5,7 Dric, Cen, C. O, Billsan, 12 July 193, in .. G
Todk £ilee, aic w-rracn'ﬂ ruierinl.

5% Lt Te, Cen, E-rnon to Cene Jomeld, 2 Nov, 194&, In M85 212.1-2, Crere-

tiony Iotblexrs,

;.,.l

0. Meno for Gen, i*amley', L6/. 5, Ty Cen, Burron, & ire, 18/2, in ihia

COJELE T
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0le Dire, Ten, Tenlsy to Gen, I reon, 13 bk, ,101.’3, in .o.G 27042, South

Fucific; ial, 0/ c=0FD Lo =3, PC~87 for Sovth Facific," 29 Jen,.
| 19/, 30 smriui, CIf. serve, | -IX-P-&_,, foullr Tweifie, Cn 3 Janunry
Gener: L Goerpe infor hmmr& Fred fnshruetlons sere Llogi=d fo rend

ved
P

err. Gmz vith necece ¥ nerecrral to en luledondz to iniidinie Hhe
I rorvics ho laeklond ond U “d‘ﬁiti.onal wrviee vould Te yroried when
4 procuziion rode it feigille. GUeCUT-T777 (3 Jen. 43), George o Herron,

Limne 2731, 4 don. 43.

iBe EShitve leport on pdicnd Dorsrbrend CO0eccrr dn Thirdeenth udr rorce
wnd n Ofler 0 Unite in 5Fn ue of Aordl @, 193, Lh. Col, fredericl
Fo r'reese, dr., 1 oGe Jeilad Lo Jreese Pepord/, In AeF bulk files, oir
Bur, conts seterial, Colonel Freese vesg Seeistent Alr Surpeon of
Toarlits., tren Air Surgeon of the Thiriesnlh Alr Foree. The moot
successful rmeans Cevised bo lreak 161 denslen nr” effeod relaxatlion
weon coainleticon of o ghrite sor bo pive sach creow menler Lwo ocuices
of Micuor vnder the swws cicicn of the Jddplt wwrzeon,

[3e Lire, Geomig Dinityg to Grne wawold, &7 -reil 19:53, in oG 312.1-C,
Lpereldong Letiers,

Cle O=CUTW10251 (27 Lvre £3), 00D bo Teend, o Jane fooo, 25 trr, /33 Cle
5146 (10 "oy LE), Trrvon fo Jrrold, |, 3, 10 Tay /3

L4, Lir., Gen., srield Lo Oen, Haroon, #0 Jul
gky CrwIN-16086 {23 rep. 43), CUICELLCR.
{3

]

1643, in «s550 Tilen, 7307=
te COITLN Aok, #2971, 23 tep.

(]

cGe  [oder Jeword, ork was tegmm on lwo ~Jdibliengl rest cam ¢, one
Gegdire d to sceormedabe 200 enlisted Ler, enoller Tor 100 oWicers,
Like tie existing faciiilioc, these vere lo Te orerated o tre
hmerican ied Crovs, Ibid,.
o7, In:m. Feaczuse of the lone Aletances Invelved, In May it was Pound
LOvi eble to Inerenre tre seven~day roried reeorenced by oAF Demo
.,,-z, to nive duye. (.thm., Tictory of 4=2 tectien, 13 Jan. 1943 to
14 June 1944, 23 avge 184, dn o250 rﬂ_:_‘ﬁ-‘; }  In Asternining the
regt indervale for sir era.s fle follc wiceg lirdits of effort were
esbunlisneds

Filete, ~olegrariie wiile, light 30 missions or
20 Fours
Creusn, photegrs chde wvnl's, hemy 20 rizsicns or
200 hour
Fransport {troop carrier) crove BCO hours
Chiwer Iiying perconvel rignthe
(Contfa.)
I e o J&.&-{\

SECHRIP-INFORMATION
- T e
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¥ MR

'

5 FrH-20, lobes, fhan. VI W Crr 234

&7

59,

7.

(2

M |
ﬂ) ”ULH“J“J;-

(Conttd,)
the norial opersbienel teur for bember erews was cix weeks, znd &
Lmu,lar reriod Lela for #¢ figh'er pilcts, (“.nn Analyeis of
atigne in the Creurd erelons of the 1tk _Alr Yoree," Dr. Lhoss A,
ek iors 2 Habs Shryock, 5 Jun. 104 Jeited as MeF-rlani and
Shryock . morg s in LO/ab, a3, Dp rehione analysis; daier Lepord,
_Fuieit 10, Moot and ek ilitetion Poliey for oAY Combab Lrevs’;
"Lorsesg, .mt'it pata, tod Injuries of Fighber Flaneg wnd Pilets In
Telation o Flying Tirz; Solernen Islande, June hrough !overter
1943, 1% wnril 1044 feiled ag wccldents and Injurles of rfighler
Flonee wrd Pz-lot_? in 4-2 TiU., K«57520, These figures varled
remerhut in nraciice., The sth Group set 120 corvet hours or 20
dissicne us the Uit of effori., Taler leno»', "~hibil 15, ¥edi=
atl Temort of 5th Borfrardrent Group (L).

“ora freh one~thirs of the FPLh Adlr Lervice Group hed suffered dengue
vever,ond annroxd ately' 7% ver eend hzac: eonlrre o3 malariz, 3aler

Teport, C¥hinil 13, Yedical Lenort of I0th Aly Service “roup," 30
I{O‘w. l/xu.'.

Fersr 34%e, 1204 Fighier Sg., 31 loy=( sune, 11-12 July, 26 July-1
sig., 7-1L &ug. 393, Dels Da, Eight Jighor Sou, 17 Fov, 1943,

in tpile nigub-Cicvber wiil the enlicted ren wvers ed four yrars
ererciar,  Goroon vonplains rere los of cleen, peor &pmtite,
vese of Lubisue. Ferim 34, 4824h ccnb, fg, (1), *ot. dJuly~l sug. 1975.

Lil ., Gine Arnold te Gen, Horuon, 20 July 1943, in 0000 files, 7307«
5“.

zoier feport; UeFurlund :nd Shryock Report, During the lost four
ronths of 19/3 lees than 500 (round wen were sent to Ancklsnd,

E
Itide wuhiile ihe nwiver of wen in the ALY inecreused 12 per cent Iron
July to Decenber, the munber of man Jays logh junped A4 Ter cent,
Total mivler of ~An daye lort por month during the second helf of
1823 weg s follovss

T onbh Tolul Strenpth Totel man

dayes lost
July 23,260 16,761
sugusth 25,396 17,498
Septerter 30,174 23,129
October 30,716 72,973
Loventer 32,835 £3,987
Lecenler 32,590 24232

These figmr s do nob inclwde i days lost by men who were evueuated
from the 1sland wson which Lke writ vas located; they cover only
those cares within the orgenirsticn due to injury, confinement, SGOL,
and sindlar o ces.
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LFTH-IG, Lolis, Chabe 7T et 285
73+ In Seplermber, of /00 cfficers nd ren ey:cuated to the United States
iror the Scuth Peeifie, 69 seve rmenlal ceses, 331 physical; in

Qetorer the rumber vas 535, of which 77 vere menlal and L53 rhysieal,
lekerdan’ ond Shryock Leport,

. The woolden’s orl Injurisc off Zipnrer Fleres o9 Pilobe,
75, Ihic. Taced en the records of 231 fighber viles flying 21,650 hours
of corict binme, the lncrewse v.s ar follews:
neelks in comivi zone Oml.9 2=3.% 4=3.9 6 and cver
Gombet los: rate par 1,000 flying
L -
henrs 240 L0 449 Ge3

Urerellonid loss rate per 1,000

flying howrs Ze9 3.1

an
!
-
;'-..

Tt

76, Fistory of the 291h Service CGroup (air), ietivation to 31 feec. 10/3;
ltr., Uh, Cel. Lewis L, Lolladay, 321st uir terv, Gp. to CG, XIIT
by ey X045, im [NLO [iles, 7425-3C3 LID Report Yo, 1839,
Wergle of the .ruy \r icree on Cuzdaleswald," 21 Jure 19/3, in
L2 Libe, K=R6363, The comecian Joe B, -rom was & particuler favorite
in the fouvlh PYacific,

77. History of Lhe Z9h Service Group (Air), lctivation to 31 Dec. 1943;
ltre, Gent, Fobert J. Uefiszn, obaff Judie ovocalte, XTIT L2386, to
Co, X3IT 25C, 15 Sen, 1905, din ~F8HO filec, 7425-2C, The &tafl Tudge
sovesate rodestly reeogrized his Iimitabdone in this {leld, stating
theat Yhe is nediier egquinprd nmor does he decire to meddle in an
shtemet Lo Improve the virtne of wemen.” Thid.

b3
SPCHRITY-tRRORMALIGN
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BIBLICGRAPHICAL NOTE

. Materials for a study of the AAF in the South Pacific are far more
voluminous for 1943 than for 1942. Under the impact of the AAF's his-
torical program, many of the uniis prepared and submitied histories
which were not available at the time the earlier studies on Guadalcanal
were written, Equally useful and important are the monographs, his-
tories, and special collection of documents prepared or written by the
historical officers of the Thirteenth Air Force and its commands, some
of which could not be made available to AAF Headquarters unitil the
termination of the Pacific war. Fortunately several of these arrived
in time to coniribute to the current study.

Because all air operations in the Sclomons campaign were ultimately
under naval control, some of the basic records remain in Navy hands and
have not been made available to the AAF Historical Office, although a
part of this gap was filled by drawing upon materials in the files of
the U, S. Marine Corps Historical Division. In the study, the notes
will indicate the location of the documents, histories, memos, corre-
spondence, and all other papers, The major repositories, whose location

and official designations frequently change, are cited according to the
following arrangement:

The Adjutant General )

Classified Files, cited AG with decimals.

Historical Division, WD Records Branch, Operations Report Section,
cited as AGO Combalt Analysis Section, Materials in this cffice
consist of operations reports, and historical and miscellaneous
records, primarily from the ground forces,

Air hdjutant General
AAF Classified Files, clted AAG with decimals., This office is
now known as the Classified Records Section, Records Branch,
Mail and Records Division,
llessage and Cable Division, The majority of cable and radio
messages used in this study are in either this division or
in the Archives of the AAF Historical Office, although no
effort is made to distinguish bstween the two repositories
in the notes, except for those in the office of the Chief of
. the Message and Cable Division. These are cited as being in
. the Record File, Office of the Oable Secretary. A small
number of messages were found in other collections and these
are appropriately indicated in the notes.

LR L)

ELDENTIAL
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MAF Historical Office
AAF Historical Office files, cited as AFSHO files. Unit histories
unless otherwise indicated are to be found in the Archives of
this office,

Assistant Chief of Air Staff-2
Collection Branch, cited as A-2 Library. All interviews not
. otherwise indicated are filed in this branch. For convenience
the local filing number is included with the first citation of
all documents in the A=2 Library.

Asgistant Chief of Air 3taff-5
These files have been of unusual value in the preparation of
this study.
Office Services, This office employs its own filing system,
and it is cited as AFACE, Office Services.

Secretary of Air Stafif
Classified Files, cited Air AG with decimals.

U. S Marine Corps, Historical Division

Through the courtesy of the Chief, Historical Division, USMC,
operational records of the Marine Corps were made available
for preparation of this study. Because AAF units in the
Solomons operated very closely with the Marines, the War
Diaries and Inbelligence Journals of the Harine Airoraft
groups, squadrons, and wings, and of the Marine ground units,
are invaluable.

N, s
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FRCIECTID SCIETULE LF ARY AT JAVY

Aovendix 1

AIRCRAF. SURIVGTH I SCLUE FACIFIC, 19434

A, ARIT*
dyme of lmt Fresent acd Flanned Initial Eocuipment Strength
In Boute | ‘
8 lor 43 | 20 Jun 43 20 Sen 43 | 51 Dec 43
Units 4/C | Units &/C Units A/C ! Usite  A/C
Boxb go (B) . 2 ", = 96 2 96 2 96
(4 so of 12)'
Bouwb go (W) 1/2 4 1 57 1 57 1 57
(4 sq)
Ftr go {day) 2 254 2 150 2 150 2(4 sq) 200
(& sn)
Pyr so {niht) 1/3 4 3 12 1 12
76 (4 so) 1j4 8 3/4 3% 3/4 39 3/ 39
Ubsn gn (4 sn) 1/4 25 1/4 31 1/2 42 1/2 42
| <
Fhoto go D 1/4 1 1/4 13 1/4 13 /e 26
(4 sa) '
TOUAL 404 380 409 472

® Depot reserve vlarwed at 25% of initial ecuiwzent sirength, with replace-
ment &/6 2% 20% per month, exeent ircnsmorits, wulcl were to be on basis
of wlane for nlzne.

s

Femo for Poeillz Coference Conferezs by JC5, 20 Liar, 1943, irn 385 Elkton.
7 ~ -

BAT AL
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Aovendix 1 (contd.)

B.

Twoe of Unid

Boub (I!

Joxb (L)*

-0 depot reserve iaclud

%NHDENIIAL

———————

. | £
: )

¥

Freseat and

et im-th

—

CULTTm,,

EAVY A0 U. . 1ARISE COBES, SHURI-BASED

' Planned Initinl Eeulpment Jirengtn

En Route

B lay 43 30 Jun 43
Gos A/C Ops AfC
1/2 24

1-1/2 72 2-1/4 108
1-2/8 125  2(+) 162
i/z 24 3f4 36
1-1/2 72 2 96
1/4 6 3/4 18
299 444
A0 U. S. LARINE CLRZS, CaRR
2 150  3.2/3 275
4 192 7 366
E42 611

30 Bev 432
Gus Alg
1-i/2 72
6 288
3-1/3 252
1 48
2-3/4 132
.
3[4 18
810
1ER-BASTD
5-1/3 400
10 480
880

5‘38 Piraves, - .-

SECORITI N ORMraN
-

31 Dec 43
Gps AfC
2-1/4 156
6-2/4 324
5(-) 360
1 48
8-1/4 156
z-1/4 18
1062
6 460
12 579
1039

9

. THIS PAGE Deciassified IAW EO12958



B PN

Annendix 2

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AV-RAGE AVAILABILI LMY OF FIGHDER PLOLMS

7 GUADALCASAL, 1 IIARCT P0 25 JULY 1947#

Avg afc csand

Are a/c in comnission
4 ofc in comission
Avr pilots assgd
Avg nilobs svailable

% of nilots avallsble

APRIL

brg ale asspd

.Avg afc in commission
% afe in coamission
.A.ws' pilots nesed

Avg nilots availlable
% nilote ayelilable

Avg alc =ssgd

Avg afc in commission
% afc in commission
Avg nllots nssgd

Avg nilots ovailzble
2 of nilots availaile

JULE

Avs ale asegd

Avg afe in cormission
% efc in eormission
Avg pilots asepd

Arg nilots availeoble
4 wilots cveilanle

JULY

ive afc assgd

Avp ale in cormission
) afc in comnission
.l‘s\rg- nilots nsnmd

avp niloke availoble
% wilots evellsble

Dobtel

1725
8B
68

266

140
B3

153
110
72
233
178
76

18l

131-

(L
208
173

88

195
139
71
279
211
73

a8l
1985
70
370
266
20

&y

13

46
2%
21
8B

19
14
74
27
25
ge

40
3L
78
49
43
88

&8

72
ils
89
20

104
82
79

120

105
g8

ko

53
4€
78
76
&g
g1

L
58
76
98
88
92

63
52

66
62
94

75

59
10L
81

P38

21
13
62
£l
14

15
10

27
18
&7

18
11
81
B4
25
46

P32

i8e
11

88
232
25

17
71
45

b8

21,
14
67
17
i7
100

34
28
76
28
26
95

230

P40

16

56

Y

J
14
38

21
12
57

20
73

42
24
57

38
88

53
65
48
T4

g0
32

57
49
86

Jar Disry, Fishter Command, Guafalcanal, #wn, 1, in TSI Hist. Div.

files,
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Apnendiz O W 291

PIGHLA LGLIVIL: IL Wk pSRIVD 50 JUNE 20 25 JULY 19434

‘ Enemy hoscen T. 5. and Allie® Logses
Onerasionsl Combat
Zeros nas - T4r 7 P4 20
Tyigeensine ©i-hber 1 T4 4 ) a2l
floct Diplenes (FPete) 28 P-39 5 P~39 1
bet 'S ! L5t3] F.38 5
Sallys , 6 F-40 (LaF) 6
Tve tomvers o E-20 (i12) 2
LOUAT 316 - 15 55
Eneryr Personcel Losses Allied Zersonncl Losses
AAE 1
UELe 10
LoV 18
RUCAF 1
spproximote TOTAL 6438 $O5AL 40

Q

# wor Diary, Piguier Commoad, Uuadalennal, Am. IV, Results of Fighter
Acetion on CGuedolennel, in US..C Hist., Div, files.
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Avsendix 4 W 292

ENRIY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED BY LYPES OF

ATITED PLAVES AU A4, JUNE U0 D2OEIBIR 1640#

. JAP AYEORLT & JUs JUL ADG S {02 ey DES
D=8 30YED BY
PATd 74 59 1

BT 85 112-1/2 122 75-1/2 78 6 - 74

FEF 27 6 8

Fudf 15 iz 4 3 51 9

F-38 13 3 4 3 2 4

T=d0 (US} 43 3l-1/2 =2 11-1/2 1* 12

P10 (32 13 11 8 1 17

~17

B-24 1 -3 55 13 p

3-25

F54Y

SED-LEY

T ofe-Shivs

L4 (Lond)

A (ships) 2

47 (CF)

¥ O(LF)

B

Barrage Balloon 1

P38 (1¥) 4
1
6

2L
3 i
4

18

e 20 3]

.2

[vs]

Lo I ol R
P I

WO

»-70
U/l VE 11
U/l 1

¥ lixal sources credit F-40'sg vith 18 wlsanes in Oebober, rithout
vifferentiztine vebween AAT znd RUZAY. FHowever, of these 18, the AAF

. clains only one. "Dinr, of Cuersiioncl btutisties, Part III A, Claims
Against ¥neny 1943 lionthly," in Comuvai Omerc.tiions Eranch, Statistical
Control.

# UEnery Aircraft Testroyed by SOPAC Forces #nd Shinwing Atlecked by
SCFAC Planes,® South Pacific Torae of the U. 5. Poclfic Fleet, Cifice
of Iaval Air Cowbzst Intelligence.

N
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Appendir 6 — 258

USISS ASBIGTHD LU XIII ALR TORCH SERVICE ClLilRlD

FICH JLoaT00 s A5 IoDICALD, TRECUIVE 1 JULY 1943

. Lew Ooledonia

He « Eo 8g, 13th Alr Denot Gy
28th Denot Eepalr Sa
13th Denot Heomir So
13th Demou Sunply Sgq
413th CL. Jatoon Alr Desot Gp
2484%h Q! “vix Co (Avn)
1700th Oa: 121 Co (4vn)
905th Sig Depot Co (Awn)

Ho & Ho Sq, 6th Service Gn
65th Serv S
7let Serv So
1024th Sig Co S/G
1040th Ord co (48)
1655tk Ord 1 Co (Avn)
1117th G Co s/a (4vn)
19453 Gl Urle Co (&vn)
1913th A. Drkz Co (&wn) -
1154th Q.. Co S/G (&vn)
1618th Ord !1I Co(Avn)
182081 Ord il Co (Avn)
13th Droon Cerrier Sg

811th kne A 3n
905th Fng AF Ho Co

Zppiritu Santo

Ho & Ea 8o, 28th SewrGn
16374h Ord 1o Co (&vn)
1G31et Crd Co {(4A3)
11374k G Co 8/¢ (Avn)
TOS0%h O oWl Co (&wvm)
40th Serv vq_

10034 Siz Co /6
19320 €. Triz Co (avn)

. 8224 Zrg Avn En

Be, 13th &F, G0 lo. ©, 6 June 1943,

WW
---W

W

80Let led fir Evnc Uransport So

Guadalconnl

624 Serv Su (291;‘1 Serv @)

16524 Ord 130 Co {4vn) (€)
(29th Serv to)

19324 &, Sri Go (Avm) {Detachment)
(29th Serv Gp)

1069th Sip CGo S/G

420tk Sip Gonstr 3n Avn

Flii

Z8th Serv Sa (6th Serv Gn)

201850 & Yrk Co {Avn) (6th Serv Gn)
162540 Ord I Co (Avn) (Q)

1008th Sig Co S/6

iled Detachnment

€21lst Xng Avn Bn

Afpte

1027%n Sig Co B/6
B28th Eng Avn Bn

Tonsarevs

891lst Eng Avn Co

Aituteri

890t Ene Avn Go

in AFSHO files, EITL o

AECURITY-THFORVAHON
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Appendix 7 299

STARION LIST CF rAS AuxD ASSQOCIATED

SERVICE UNIOS I SCUTE PACITFIC AS QT 20 HARCH 1943

. 8¢ Wew Caledonia
(1) I ISLAND ATR COMMALD

(a) Assigned Units:
Hg & Hg Sq - T Iglsnd Adir Command
6th Service Group « (Units not shown below are atéhd
11 Island Alr Command)
Ho & Hg Sq
Tlst Serv Sq
65th Serv Sq
1943rd QM Co (Trk) (ivn)
184tk QM Co Serv Gn (4vn)
16556h Ord Co MM Avn (©) 1040th Ord Co, Avn (AB)(-)
34th Sigpel Og, Serv Op
Det 17th Westher 8o
201s% @M Co, Serv Go, Avn (RS)
361lst Base Ho & AB Sg
161%th Ord Co, 11, Avn (Q)
1620¢h Oré Co, 1., Zwn (Q)
579th Sig AW BEn
(b) Attacned Unite:
347th Fighter Gp (4ssigned Thirteenth AF by GO #26
Hq USAPISPA)
Hg 347tk Fighter Op
Det "G, Fighter Comtrol Sg
87th Fighter 3q
539th Fighter S¢ (TE)
I Island Air Cormend Det {Part of 410th Sig Co){iwvn)
66th Ferrying Sq

{2) 808 sFA

(a) Aseicned Unitss
13th Air Denot Groum
Hq & Ba 8Sq
13th Supply Sa
13th Air Repeir Sq
. 1700th Oréd Co, MH, Awvn (Q)

# Ltr,, Col, J. !I. Glasgow, AG, USAPISPA to C&'s, I & II Island
Conrands, "Status of Army Air Force and Associated Service Units,
SPA,M 20 larch 1943, in AFSHO files, 7414-7.

st ‘
ANFRERTIA SECURIDEINORMAHON
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413th Q4 Plat, Air Depot Gp
2484¢h Q. Urk Co Awvn
9084k 8ig Co Desobl, Avn
28th Desot Repair So (enroute)
13th Proop Carrier Sg
801s% Med Sq {Air Bvac Zrans)

. (3) SIEVICE COMIAGD - New Crledonis

(a) Assigned Units:
810th Engr Bn, Avn
811th Engr ¥n, Ava
90Lls* AB Sec Bn
g0e2nd AB Sec Bn

(4) 1_ISTAD COMLALD

(2) Absbached Units:
I Island Command Radic Intell Det {Part of 410th Sig
Co) (Avn)

(5) USAFISPA

(a) Assigned Units:
Regional Control Eo and Det #1, 20th Airways Commurication
Sq
905th Engr Hgq Co AR
Regional Control Hg, 17th Weather Sq
Fiignt Section (3 Dets: 1 -~ Tontouta, 1 — 12, 1 - liagenta)

e Fiji

(1)} II ISLAND AIR COLLAXND

(2) Ascigned Units:
En & Hg S¢
Det lied Dept
375th AB Sq
attached to above unlt is:
Det 17th Wenther Sa (Class "A" Station)
8th Sig Plat AD
1066th Ord Co Avn, Alr Base
578th Sig AW Bn (Less one Plat)
903rd AB bec En
(b) Attached Units:
' 394th Bomb Sg (M) - 5t% Bomb Group
70th Borb So () (Assizned to 4£2zd Bomb Gp, GO #60 Hg
USAFISPA)
70th Fighter So {(SE) (Assigned to 347th Fighter Sq)
Detachment Io., 2, 20th Airways Comm Sg

ZBth Service So — 6th Service Grovp
ey . " oo v
iF J !
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) i nn Ay M *
(s 301
2013tk 3t Co, Yk, Awn - 6th Service Group
1625th Ord Co, Li, Avn (Q) - % n "
Det 1040%th Ord Co, Avn (4B) . * ® "

Communicatior Seciion, 35th Fighter Comtrpl Sq
{Assigned Thirteenth AF by GO #51, Ho USAFISTA)
85%h Ferrying Sc¢

75th Bowd Sg (1) (Flizkt Echelon oxly)
{(2) BSZRVICH COiiunD = ¥iji

() Assigned Unit:
8215t Engr In (Ava)

¢. Gurdaleanzl
(1) XI¥ ccres

{a) Assigned Units:
670%h Sig AW Co

(2} CCiev Guadaleonsl

(a) Astached Upers..ionsl Control:
68th Fighter Sq (SE)(347th Fichter Gp)
12th Fi So (5Z){Sep) (Assigned 13th AF by GO #26 Eq
USAFISPA)
69tk Bord Sc (M)(Assigned 42nd Bomb Gp by G0 #60 Hg
USATISFA)
Zlst Bomb Se (M) (Ascigned 5th Bomb Gp, 13th AF)
17th Photo Ren Sg (4th Photo Gp = 13th AF)
18th Photo Lianming So (Alr ZEchelon)(#th Photo Gp, 13th AF)
Let 6th Fighter 5S¢ ( Atchd 13th AR by SO #71., He
USAFISPA)
42nd Boub Gp (M) (enroute){Assigned 13th AF by G0 #60 Ha
USAFISPA)
Hg & Hq Sq
390%h Boxt Sg (1)
B07th Boub Gp (H)(Atchdé 13th AF by SO #77 Hq USAFISPA)
Hee & Hy 8o .
370th Boub Sc (H)
424th Bomb So (H)

{b) Attached:
Det 17th Venther S5q
Det 5, 20%th Alrweys Comw Sq
€9th Sig Co, Serv Gn{4ssizned 13%h 4F by GO #51 Hq USAFISPA)
ASC Det (Part of 410th Sig Co)(ava)

d. Esplritu Sento

(1) 130H AIR FOROE -.-'_'-‘ﬂ-n.
@) sesteen vnsie: SPERTRFY~IEORMATION

Wm\— T
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_ RESIRICTRR
Hq & Ho So, L3th AF - |

13th Bormber Conmand
5th Bomb Groun {(H)
Ho & Ha 8q
23rd. Boub Sa (H)
72nd Bomd Sq (E)
13th Fighter Command
. Interceptor Control Tet 12, enroute (See GO #51 Fo
USAFISPA)
410th Sig Co (Avn) (less Dets - sae Letter, Ea
USAPISPA 370.5, 2-15-43)

Ho 4%th Photo Group
18th Photo Sq (less Air Echelon, APD 709)
955th Engr Co Top, Avn {Atchd 18th Photo Sq)
29th Service Groun
Ho & Eq Sq
3rd Sig Co, Service Group
40th Serv Sg
82nd Serv Sg
184th QM Co Serv Gp (4vn)
1932n4 Qit Co, Trk (4Avn)
2020 @ Co, Trk {(Avn)
1021 Ord Co, Avn (4B)
1837 Ord Co, ML, 4Avn E%;
(b) &tt8EReATEAFEa; 15 AVn
Dot Ho. 4, 20th Adrwsys Communication Sg
Det 17th YWeother Sq
Ha & Hq Sq 18tk Fighter Groun

{2) BRaSE COMIAUD ~ Espiritv Santo

(a) Assigned Unit:
674th Sig AW Go (Sp)

(3) BaSE ATR COMUALD (PROV) - Espiritu Santo

{a) Assimnad Units:
Frov Ho
822nd Engr Bn (&vn)
(b) Attached Unitss:
Co B, 810tk Ener Bun {4vn)

e, Tongerava
. (LY BASE Sorsad
(a) Assigned Unites
B9lst Iner Co (Avn)

Sth Alrwsys Det
70lst Sig AW CQ‘ P A ;‘”wg'q"%-‘_w‘;“‘

Al I SECHRFR-HT

4

iy
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ot E 2 T a! ;J’

I, Efate
(1) BASE COLLIAD

{z) Aseirned Units:
82Bth Eaor Bo (4wvn)
Platoon, 578th Sig AW Bn
. (b) Atteched Units:
1st Reporting Plat, 674th Sig AY Co
27th Signal Co, Serv Gp (Assiened 13th AF)
44th Fighter Sqa {Sep)(Assizned 13th &F)
Det No. 3, 20th Airways Comm Sq
Det 17th Veather Sq

Ee Altutaii
(1) 3BASE COMUALD
(a) Assigned Ualts:
702nd Sig AW Co
890+th Enpr Co (Awvn)
10th Alrways Det
h. Bora 3Bora

(1) B4ASE COUIAWD

(=) Assigmed Unit:
695%h Sig AW Co

1, Zongatasbu

(1) ATTACEED BA-E COMI'ATTD

Det 6, 20th Airways Comm Sg
J. USAYIUZ

(1)  ADACHED USAFING

Det 7, 20th Airweys Comm Sq
Det, Flight Sec, USATISPA

' R AL d
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Apmeniix 10 s 306
MNEBER O DAws LOEL MR 100 FLYL.& (DFICEES
FER LOnIE, ILCLUDILG CAUSES OF LObS#

9o tex iz Yoy Jun Jl Mg
Ho. of officers 780 915 982 1,041 2,062
Wounds end injuries 12.10 13.77 27.50 19.2 14.8 14,0
AlL otner couses Bl 52 86.42 84.21 38.4 27.¢ 14,0
Flying, roblisue 11l.048 15.61 29.63 22.2 4.6 3.2
Dengne fTever 49,10 18.91 12,32 1.4 ] 1.1
Dirrriecl dicenses 10.13  13.44 3.26 2.2 7.1 5.5
Laleris 72,18 Bl.03 B1.73 25.0 22.6 13.8
Ezr uvisecses 5.7 10.7 2.2
Joamice ‘ B.B
iiervous dise:ses ’ 14,9 4.7
Resaire.ory diseiges 22.9 23.8

= paler He ord, ¥hibit Z.

CORHEERTIAL
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Appendix 9
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USE B 2:E wSTlauEiuH ATR DURCH IW THE PORVAT) LARMASH |

ISLAUD

Vella Lavella
Hew Georzie
Tew Georgia

Yeuw Georsia
Banika

Bonixa

Guadalcansl
fuadalcanal

Guadalconad,

Gundaleannl
Guadaleanal,
Bspiritu Santo
Egoiritu 3anto
Fgniritu Santo
Basiritu Santo
Efatbe

1

UALE
Baralkonas
anda
Ondonga

Segi
Renayd
(South F14d)
Sunlizht
{Jorth ¥14)
Henderson
Lungza

Kuloon

Corney
Koli
Tartle Bay
Pellikulo
Fekon
Ingonville
Guoin Hill

<IPE

TF & v3 (1)
B (1)
Double

YP & Vs (L)
F
ve (1)

Tr & V2 (L)

3 {(4)
YF & V3 (L)

vF & 73 (L)

T3 ()
T3 (H)
VF & V3 (L)
vE (®)
¥8 (H)
T2 (3
T3 & 73 (L)

Force, 28 Cch. 1948, ATSHQ files, 7307-0K.

C ‘ tE E’:!—ﬂﬂfk

oo L .
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FORVER TALE

landa #1
Vands #2
and %3

Russells #1

Russells #2

Fighter #1
Lungz #1
Fiphter #£2
Tunca #2
Koli #1
Carney #2
Fighter 1
Borber #1
Bonber #2
Bouber #3

= Iitr,, Comuander South FPacific to South Pacific Ares znd South Pacifice
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307
COLIARTLUL U AVAITARIT IV, OF 1.20RAFY oY DYPE AV GUADATCANAL

(IICLUZI. G KUpwsDL IobLawbd) Ou 2 APRIL 1943 L0 25 JULY 19434

® e

2 April 25 July
53D 50 99
TEF 48 76
¥60 7 17
csay 4 9
S5C0 1
EBYSA 5 7
EBY 2
oSZU 8
J2F 2 2
FEA ’ &, 5
24 5 a7
B-17 9 12
) P4y 85 av
38 9 16
k=39 11 20
£l 10 50
¥-170 3 3
FaF7 1
P4AU 7 68
LEAY (4
P 25
LOTAT 235 539

+ Wer Disry, Strike Commpnd, CUIATESCLS, 2 Aur-25 Jul 1843,

M

"‘%1‘

e CIN T
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Annendiy 12

g

SUIIIARY OF ZEY PLAES DESRECIZID TY ALL

1942
August
Sgotember
Qctober
dovember
Deceaber

1243
Jannary
Pebruaxry
linreh
Anril
iny
June
July
Anzust
Sepbenber
Qobober
Toveuber
Decenber

229
119
370
128

87

111
104

16

73

21
279
287
235
170
173
304
163

SCUWH PACIFIC 0208 ,21 JULY 1948 ©0 31 DEJZBER 1943%

Ymaery Alreraft Destroryed by SUPAC Forces and Shipning Attacked by
SLPAC Flenes,! South Facific Force of the U. 8. Pacific Fleet,
QfTice of llaval Air Combat Intellirence.
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Apvendix 21

TOTAL STRENGTH OF 9HE 13TH AIR FORCE
IN RELATION TO LENGTH OF SFRVICE IN TEIS THEATER SINCE
LAST REST LEAVE, JULY T0 IECEMBER 1943#

1943 Totel Strength of

Month  13th Aly Forge Q=3 Mo,
Jul 28,260 11,400
Aug 29,396 10,878
Sep 30,174 7,130
Qot 30,716 5,999
Hov 52,836 5,246
Dec 382,990 5,397

# McFarland and Shryock Report,

ip 40
p—

Number of Personnsl in Theater

$=6 Mo,

4,389
5,024
7,954
8,959

10,562
5,965

6-12 Mo, 12-1B Mo, QCver }8 Mo,
8,492. 2,623 1,366
5,384 1,838 2,272

10,436 1,613 3,141

10,120 2,453 3,206
8,129 5,653 3,350

il,683 6,643 3,402

D
N
CQNE‘DENIH[
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Appendix 22

LENGTH OF TIME IN COMBAT OPERATIONAL AREA SINCE LAST REST LEAVE,
THIRTEENTH AIR FORCE PERSONNEL, JULY TO DECEMBER 1943%

1943 3-6 Months 6~12 Monthe 12=18 Months Ovar 18 Months
Month Figing OGrd Flying Grd - Flying Grd Tlyiog Grd
Fers Pors Pers Pers Pers Pers Pars Fers
Jul, 749 3,640 258 8,234 11 2,612 1,356
Ang 828 4,198 176 &,208 14 1,824 4 2,268
Sep 890 7,064 104 10,332 15 1,498 41 3,137
Oct 561 86,3986 g4 10,088 11 2,422 1 3,204
Nov 247 9,806 80 8,049 15 5,638 3,366
Dac 748 5,217 66 - 11,617 6 6,637 3,402

# McFarland and Shryoeck Report.
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P ——
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Appendix 23 o - 319

MONTHLY IOSS CF MAN-DAYS AMONG
GROUND PERSONNEL OF THIRTEENTH AIR FORCEF

1943 Total Alr Total Man-Jaeys
Month Force Strerngth Lost

Jul 28,260 16,761

Ang 20,386 17,498

Sep 30,174 25,199

Cet v 30,716 22,973

Nov 32,836 23,987

Dec 32,990 24,232

.

¥ MoFerland and Shryock Report,

| e R CuRITE e GRATION
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AAFRE-20 T ,
INDEX
. A Austin, Commander, 275 (n 118)
Australia, 69, 72, 160, 176
Ae3 trailer, 186 Avengers, 52, 57, 60, 81, 103.
AAF Memo 25«4, 283 (n 67) See also TBF.
AAF Regulation 65-1, 162, Azar, Capb. R, Ne, 1h45=46
268 {n 44) ’
Acorn unit, 256 (n 55)
#, 93 B
#8, 126~27, 258 (n 78)
Admiralties, T1 B-17, h, 25, 39, 52-5k, 56, 58,
Aiaisina I., 57 81, 88, 99, 101, 107, 160,
Ainaworth, Rear Adm, W. L., 172-73, 178-79, 215, 222 (n 5},
. 95, 102 226 (n 48), 235 (n 73), 22
Air Center Comd., 196 (n 36), 253 (n 26), 254 (n 33),
Air Center Comdr,, 196-97, 268 (n b4), 271 (n 77)
277 (n 6) Be2h, 4, 6-7, 25, 35, 39, 525k,
Air Comd,, Solomons, 3, 108, 56=57, 59-60, 81, 88, 99, 103-05,
See also COMATRSOLS, 107, 118, 120, 130=31, lj3=L5,
Aireraft interception (AT) 18-49, 159, 170, 173, 179,
plane radar, 44 195-219, 235 (n 73}, 242 (n 36},
Air Defense, Director of, L& 245 (n 62), 248 (n 107), 249
Air Service Comd,, Patterson {(n 108), 253 {n 26, 33), 261
Fld, 163, 266 (a 17) (n 123), 266 (a 17
Air-to-surface~vessels (ASV) B=24D, 179, 201, 204
radar equipment, 200 B-25, 35, 69-70, 81, 98-102,
Air Transport Comd., 214-15 116-17, 122, 138-39, L2, 1k,
Aitubaki I., 267 (n 30) 149, 159, 173-75, 179, 188,
Aleutian Ts., 72 239 (n 113), 242 (n 36), 253
Americal Div,, 76 (n 26), 258 (n 70), 260 (n 94),
American Red Cross, 283 (n 66) 261 (n 117), 262 (n 130), 270
AN/AN-1, 200 (n )
AN/APQ=5, 200 B=-25C, 35, 99-100, 173
Argus No, 11, 79, 82 B-25D, 173
Arnold, Gen, He H., 39=40, 68, B-26, 268 (n 4k4)
92, 150=51, 153, 175, 187, B=29, 228 (n 79)
201, 205, 217, 281 (n 51) Baanga T., 129, 134
Arundel I., 119, 129 Bade, Lt. Jack, 61, 236 (n 85)
Associated Arms and Services, 167 Baga I., 100
. Auckland, 213-15, 283 (n 61), Baircko H., 77, 99, 111-12, 119,
28 (n 71) 121-22, 124, 128, 254 (n 32)
t 1Y
b ) X
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Baker, 2d Lt. R. He, 244 (n 57)

Ball, Col. W. E., 232 (n 35)

Ballale I., 1, 6=7, 25, 30,
53-5h4, 78, 80-81, 90, 993
101, 103-04, 119, 131, 143,
145, 150, 224 (n 16): 247
(n 92), 254 (n 33)

Banika Io, 7"'8, 270 (n 6&-)

Barakoma, 1li~53, 130, 133~37
1,6-47, 151, 198, 259 (n 90),
261 (n 119)

Baralou I., 112

Barber, Lt, R. Tt, 26’ 33"3[-)-’
228 (n 79): 229 (n 84.)

Barike R., 112

Base Planning Board, 38, 41

B%dle, Col, F. Lo, 38, L1

Beaufort Bay, 66

Beauregard Point, 99

Bechtel, Maj., 228 (n 75)

Bennett, Capt. E. c-, 1{—6

Betty {(Jap a/e), 10, 27, 32-33,
ll'é.' 55, 58; 63"'&, 83"'8h, 96’
99, 107-08, 130, 133, 148-49,
229 (n 3&): 236 (n 79): 237
(n 93)’ 23 (n 1&3): 250 (n 12&):
256 (n 53), 262 (n 124, 130}

Bibole Hil:, 1313, 118

Bieri, Admiral, 23

Bismarck Sea, 10, 18, 72

Blackett Strait, 247 {n 99)

Blanche Channel, 82«83, 88

Bomar, Lte Cols F. E., 264 (n 5}

Borgber Comd, (COMATIRSOLS), 21,

9

Bonisg Plantation, 105, 107, 150,
261 (n 119)

Bougainville, 1, 12, 14, 17-18,
25’ 30“31’ L}«2, 51"52’ 58, 60,
64, 7—13 73"‘714-, 78, 88‘903 953
99, 105, 111, 132, 137-38,
143, 145, 149, 152, 173, 175,
202-03, 222 (o 3)

Bougainville Strait, 105

Brazil, 165, 267 (n 36}

Breene, General, 160~62, 164, 175

Bresnahan, Lieutenant, 272 (n 84)

Brisbane, 178, 275 (n 120)

Brom, Je Eo, <85 (11 76)

Browfield, Col, R, 0,, 270
(n 69) ;

LT i i‘: .ii-- Eg
i (ORI o

Browning, Capt. M. R., USN, 225
(n 29)

Buin, 1, 6-7, 25, 52, 58, 60-6l,
69, 81, 99, 103-06, l38’ mz
Buka I., 1, 10, 58, 65, 90, 97-99,
103, 138, 143, 1li5-46, 150,

222" (n'3), 22k (n 16), 254
(n 29), 261 (n 119)
Buka Passage, 105, 254 (n 33)
Buna, 12, 81
Buraku I., 62
Burma, 97
Busby, Maj. Stanford, 274 {(n 109)

G

C-47, 123-2h, 148, 214, 265 (n 12)

C~87, 204-15, 283 (n 61)

CACTUS, 7, 9, 27-28, 32, 62, 15,
86, 91-92, 119, 238 (n 108),
264 (n 6)

Canton, 16

Cape Alexander, 149, 203

Cape Esperance, 29, 55, 66=67

Cape Friendship, 105

Cape Gloucester, 14

Card, Colonel, 275 {n 118)

Carney Field, 36, LO-41, 43, L6,
11-9"50; 69, 75-76, 1093 123,
131, 168, 190, 198-99, 201-02,
204, 231 (n 24), 239 (n 113},
251 (n 19), 280 (a 36)

Caroline: Ia., 72

CARTWHEEL, 15, Ses also Elkton
Plan,

Casablanca Confersnce, 23, 72,
223 (n 1)

Catalina a/c, 7. See also PEY,

Celebes, 58

Celebes Sea, 72

Celeno, 238 (n 108)

Choiseul, 54, 63, 98-99, 138,

10

CINCPAC, Deputy, 225 (n 29)

Coe, Capt. C. F., USN, 109

Coecorana, 256 (n 49)

COMATR New Georgia, 79, 85, 11k,
119-20, 131-32, 134-35, l45-46,
254 (n 33)
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COMAIRSOLS, 3-=h, 8, 20=-21, 4O,
513 58’ 67; 789 86, 90, 914‘-95)
97, 104, 106-10, 119, 128,
254 (n 33), 262 (n 130)

COMATRSOPAC, 2, 19=22, 78, €1,
145, 195, 226 (n 49=50),

232 (a 36), 277 (n 1-2)

Combat Aireraft Service Unit
(casu), 199, 256 (n 55)

Combat Arsa, 197

Combined Chiefs of Staff, 71,
73, 223 (n 1), 240 (n 3)

33, ’-l'l, 93"9’-!—3 156, 161{-, 1711'-75’
192, 195, 201, 214, 266 {n 24)

COMGENSOS, 277 (n 2)

COMINCH, 17. See also King, Adm.

Commander in Chief, Southwest
Pacific Area, 13

CCMSOPAC, 2, 6, 15, 20, 30, 56,
7, 80, 118, 139, 192, 195-96,
212, 277 (n 2)

Qonnell, Brig. Gen. Carl, 270
(n 695

Corsair, 4, 25-26, 28-29, 59-60,
é4, 67, 83-84, 87, 103, 120,
132-33, 136, 140, 142, 1L5
147, 227 (n 69), 26 (n 85),
250 (n 124), 259 (n 90). See
8.130 FLI-Uo

D

Dale, Lt. B, B,, 227 (n 63)
Dauntless dive bonber (SED), 60,

99
Dave afe, 84
Davis, Lieutenant, 256 (n 54)
DB, 249 (n 111)
Diamond Narrows, 74
Doar, Lb. Jo Pey 242 (n 33)
Dumbea, 156
Dumbo, 245 (n 62)
Duncan, ¥/Lt., 236 (n 89)
Dyer, Majy Re Wo, 26’{- (n 5)

E

8th Hchelon, 137

1lth Airdrome Sq., 274 (n 107)

1lith Bomb Gp., 36

1ith Fighter Gp., 42, 214, 226
(n 48)

18th Fighter Gp., 43
qu, 36

18th Photographic Sq., 37

82d Service Sq., 156, 163, 169~70

£10th Engineer Avn. Bn., 36, 42

828th Engineer Awn, Bn., 126=27

868th Bomb Sq. (H), 205

8734 Airborne Engineer Avn, Bn.,
42

3361:[1. Chmical CO., Alx OPHSO, 35

Fastern Landing Force, 77

Eagt Point, 52

Efate, 37, 196, 207, 267 (n 30),
27, (n 107)

Efstathiou, 68

Eglin Field, 201

Elkton Plan, 11-13, Tl

Elkton II, 224 (n 19)

Elkton IIT, 224 (n 19)

Eemons, General, 43, 232 (n 28)

Empress Augusta Bay, 137

Engineers, Corps of, 186

Fnogai Inlet, 77, 111-12, 116,
121-22, 254 (n 32)

Erventa I,, 56=57

Bspiritu Santo, 35~37, 39, 41, 63,
79-80, 95, 108, 148, 154, 156~58,
161, 163, 165, 169, 172, 178,
182-83, 190, 196, 198, 200, 207,
210-11, 213, 215, 222 (n 85,
259 (n 81), 267 (n 36), 271
(n 77}, 274 (n 107), 281 (n LL)

Everest, Col. F. F., 224 (n 18)

P

I Island Air Comd., 163, 167,
268 (n k)

1st ¥arine Amphibious Corps, CG
Supply Service, 169

W

i emm x

w
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AT ' 323
1st Marine Div., 1 LEeL, 536 (n 105)7 242 (n 36),
1st Marine Raider Bn., 76, 252 2uk (n 49)
(n 3) FiF-7, 258 (n 70)
IV Island Comd., 158 FiU, 2, 26, 59, 61-63, 66, 68,
Hge, 158~59 70, 100, 104, 121, 131, 136=37,
Lth Marine Defense Bn., 137, 1k, 147, 229 (n 86), 234 (n 65),
257 (n 64) 235 (n 66), 238 (n 101, 105),
4th Marine Raider Bn., 76, 242 (n 36), 24 (n 49, 53), 248
243 (n 40} {rn 105, 107}, 249 (n 108, 113},
Lth Photographic Gp., Hq., 37 258 (0 70, 7h), 259 (n 90),
5th Air Forcs, 18, 80, 275 261 (n 111, 117). Ses also
(n 120) Corsair,
5th Air Force Base Depotr, 175
V Air Force Service Comd., 176 F-5, 92
CG, 270 (n 69) F5A, 258 (n 70)
5th Bomb Gpe (H), 36-37, 42, FéF, 4, 261 (n 117}
179, 201, 204, 21k, 22L (n 48), Faisi L., 56=57, 60, 122, 202
257 (n 69), 279 (n 29), 284 Fair Fast Air Forces, 2k
(n 67) Farenholt, 8k
lith Airdrome Sq., 274 (n 107) Fighter Comd., 3, 22, 27-28, 3k,
xIv Corps, 3..17, 128—29, IAZ, 5’4’"55, 61"6l|-3 66-69, 82, 90,
158, 282 {n 53) 108, 137, 234 (n 65}, 238
Medical Inspector, 282 (n 53) (n 101, 105), 243 (n 42}
14th Naval Construction {Seabee) Fighter Comdr, on G\.J.a.dalcaml, 3
En., 36, 42 Fighé;ef Ngéd. (Sunlight), 8, 75,
Airdrome Sg., 2 10 n
153?6 oy % (n 300, Fighter No, 2 (Kukum), 36, 75,
15th Fighter Gp., 228 (n679) . F'?ghx(n 52%, ggz é% 153% -
3]l 18.
AO%ZService 59., 159, 163, 165, 195, 153, 539 zn }53)’ é66 )
42d Bamb Gp, (M}, 35-36, 69, (n 19), 268 (n 4&), 274 (n 107)
100-01, 139, 173, 148, 239 F.’!.nschhafen, 71
(n 113), 270 (n 64) Flgghéoﬁagz Adm. A. E;é, 3:’, 7512
. 6 2 - 4O-11.
434 Tntanby Div.., 6, 76, 112, 226 (n 47, 49), éga Sﬁ 15;) 1;9
ihth Fighter Sq., 63, 68, 86 Fleet Air, Moumea, Comdr, of,
126, 234 (n 65), 236 (n 84), Flight, Sargeon, %1313 b,ér)l 62)
8 271 oat Zer
%13137‘(33; 105), 246 (a 85), 27 = rote 27
58th Seabes Bn., 145, 257 (n 64) G, 197
419th Night Fighter Sq., 234 Freese, Lt, Col. Fe Jds, Jrs,
(n 55) M.0.s 283 (n 62)
L24th Sd., 56 Funafuti, 196
579th Signal Co., 8 Furphy, Colonel, 275 (n 118)

F1/BP (Rufe), 243 (n 48)
FUF, 2, 30, bh, 62, 66=63, 83«8k,

96, 104~05, 23 (n 65): 238 G
(n 201) ,02!&4 (n 53),1%? (121 35), caferut. T2
%1'8152,1131)5 249 (n 1089, 25 George, General, 283 (n 61)

~ [
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Gill, It. G Ho, 235 (n 66)

Gizo Strait, 130, 138, 14l

GIC 2 1/2-ton truck, 265 (n 12)

Goerke, Do C., 228 (n 79)

Grieg, F/lt., 236 (n 89)

Griswold, Msj. Gen. O, W., 117,
282 (n 53)

Ground Control Interception
(GCI), 43, 45

Grumman, 28, See also Fi4F; FEF;

Guada.{canal, gsim.
Gwin, 95, 243 (n 248 (n 101)

H

Halsey, Adme W. Fo, 2, 4, 16-19,
27, L0-41, 68, 76-T7, 8L, 95~
96, 116, 139, 145, 168, 195,
197, 22, 225 (n 29), 252 (n 9),
257 (n 63), 262 (n 137). See
also COLISOPAC.

Hamberi, 122

Hammer Field, 69

Hamp, 62, 85, 96, 107, 120,

256 (n 53)

Hardwick, ¥aj. Se B., 69

Harmon, Maj. Gen, He Re, 212, 282
(n 5k, 56)

Ha-mon’ Lto Genn MQ FQ, 3""11-’ 19“20,
23, 35’ 38“39, 1{-9, 68, 88, 91"‘92’
91'-, 100, ll?"']-s, 150, 156’
159-62, 164, 166, 174-76, 189-90,
195, 201-02, 20405, 210, 215,
224 (n 16), 226 (n &7, 49), 232
(n 35), 252 (n 9), 253 (n 26},
259 (n 81), 275 (n 111), 279
{n 32), 283 (n 61)

Hawaii, 156, 224 (n 19), 232
(n 28)

Hawaiian Air Dept., 163

Hawaiian Air Depot, 177

Helens, 95, 113, 248 (n 101)

Hellcat, 2. See algo FéF.

Henderson Field, 1, 36, 41, 43,
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