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AFO   ?19,

 

,
lb  arch 1945.- -, _   ,-,1   •

SUB TECT; Hi $t ory of Organi zat i on. ' .   '"   
; . . ,-- ;,r i., • y  

TO : Commanding General, Thirteenth Air Force , AFO
    9,

a  
 (Attention : Historical Section , A-2).     

 
   

1. In complianae with Thirteenth Air Force Regulation b o. 80-7;
   y

th® following historical data is furnished for this organization for  
the period from activation , 15 April 1942 to 31 Deaember 1943 , inalusive:

a .
(1) This unit wa  activated as the 371st Bom bardment

Squadr on (HV') .(2) Its miasion ia long range aerial bombardment of
enemy installations, materiel and personnel.(31 This aquadron was activated 15 April 1948 at Geiger
Fi e l d , i  a s h i ng t on (Ge n e r a l Or d e r  f 24 , Af r For c e
Con ba t Comma.nd , Bo l l i ng r i e l d , tilTa s hi ng t on , D. C. ,24 February 1942 and General Order  38 , Second Af.rForce, 7 April 1942). 4) The original oadre coasisted of one enliated man ,followed two weeks later by 39 others from the
353rd Bom bardn ent Squadron (ri ), 301st Bombardm ent

' Gr o uU Ii  ) • Fi l l e r s we r e f ur n i s h e d by t h e 18 t h
Replacsment 4 ing , Salt Lake City, Utah , and Sheppard
Field , Texas.

_
( 5 ) Up on a c t i v at i on Sg t . J oh n i3. Siia f f e r (now Sj S gt . 1

wa s a s s i g n e d t o t hi s s qua dr on . ,  f t Er a 91 ov J s t a r t ,  
organization of this sguadron oroceeded at a rapid
pace until it had nearly reached full strength by
1 September 1942 . The official designation has re-
mained as at activation . nt various timea changes
in the Taole of Org,an

ization have authorized an in-
crease in atrength and gradea.

(6y Commanding Officers:

l s t Lt Dav i d 0 ' De a f r om 2 6   ia y 1 94 2 t o 10 Jun e 1 942 .I :a   o r   ia r de n I I. :tiiunn f r om 10 Jun e 1 942 t o 1 Tul y 1 942 .Cap t . Ch a r l e 9 3' . Lrxmo t h e f r om 1   'u l y 1 94 2 t o 2 5 Oot d -
ber 1942 . l 
Capt. Dana B . Billings from 25 October 1942 through i

 
31 December 1943 . r

 
r ,  . 
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  Sub:_ Si s t org or  qr   ani z  t i o  s     15  :   ,;    -
 

_,t

b. (1)  he ne ct higher headquartors has be®  Headquarters
. 307 h Bombardme t  ronp (HY), exaept  or th® p  iod

6 Fe bruar   1943 t o 22   iaF 1943 , dur i fl g r    ,oh- t    
.s quadr on was at t aobed t o t he Se4eut l  '';Ai r    'o  o ii  ,,

 
, ' _;• .     •

. al t hougxi s t i l l ae s i gned t o t he 307 th { r oup .. '  
,

(2  No units hav® been under dirsct oo  and oY this.  
or gs a3.

za t i on . - . •   "

4 .
R 8 8Wl18 4   II L0 4 8il18 II t  1:         '

,

Ge i ge r Fi e l d , '  a ah i n g t on Or i g i u al   s t at i aa   - ' Aat i v a t e d l 5   .p r i l 1942 De pt .r t ®d $8   da  r 1 94 2   .
 

• l  ph r a t a g rmy Ai r Ha s e
,,

Wa s hi ngt on    '  Ar r i v e d 28 ? da  r 1 94 2 D®par t e d 3 0 $ e pt emb  1 94 ,$ .
, -

 Si ouz Ci t y .  rmy At r Babe , T  wa .--. 
,:    _   •

_  rr i ve d 30 Se pt entbe r 19       Depa.  t ed '20   ©'  ©ber 194 2  '  -̀   
:

Depar t ed f rom Por t oY F n,ba eakat i bu :   7 Oc;  d'b  r 19    -
. :, ,

tl he el er Fi e l d , Oahu , T. H.   . .  " :    
. ,

-
A.rr i ved 2 N©vember 1942 Depa  't ed 22' ]  + i  .

19  3  ;
. .   „  sp i r i t u Sa nt  o ,   e  r   e br i ds $ ,  :;

,
.

Arrived 13 Juae 199    aad remain®d througb,;
 1 Ds -

ember   943 .     ' .
•      

Th e d Lr Ec h s l on op s r e t e d f  co a . e d  ;  o e d
.
ba  e s as .

 
.  

f o l l ox e . .   : .
. , . „-  di.dway I s l anc  . , . , . _ - .  _

.   , - -
2i Deaemb®r 1942 t o L4 Deo.

e  h:er: 194  . -    
20 Januar y Y943 t a f3b   'a  .e,r y ,1943 .  

,
  - i

 9 Ma g 1943 t o 17 rd8  1g4  . . . '   i
    . -- I

Ca.at on I s 1.$ad - . ;
. } . . -,

6 F e br uar y 1 94$ t o 1   ,'Fe br ua   r  1 9 4  
,
.;:  , ,r

-

. , . . : , _ -Funaf ut i Ls l and of t h    11i Ee 't  r  oup - -- ,, _, .   .t ,. - - _ _ . •18 gpr i l 1943 t o 23 B.pr i l 19 g.3 . :: " -  
-" -2'? aul g .1943   0 1 g ugust   .943 . .     , -

.
Guadal canal   i a t he Sol cffi on 1   ds - _

w' -    

:       ,
a u  uat   ,9  3 t o 14 Oc t vber 1945 -

, ;
_ . .   -   

, 8- B- G- B:-  - T
.
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Lt r s 3
' 
? l s t  3omb S q_

(  )
  S u b :_

nHi s t org o f Or   aNi z at i  on "s   d 15   dar _ 4  .
  .   . -   s      

24 November 1943 ttirou h 31 Deoember 1943. , 1

d. The following ca apaigns haQ® be6n  artiaipated ia  
1

during thie period:
`

Cent r asl. Paai f'i c Campai gn .
23 Demember 1942 to 28 July 1943 .

Guadalaanal Caatpaign.  

  13 February 1943 to 21 February 1943.
Northern 8olomona Cainpaign.

2E Februarp i943 through 31 Deoember 1943.
.

Bi amar k Ar c h i p e l ago C  ap e i g a .
19 Deaember 1943 through 31 Devember 1943.

  . Ch i e f I  i l i t a r p I iii as i on s :

  (1) Wat e Ialand Raid o ber 1942 lead by Col.  . g . Bdat h en  and Capt . D. B. Bi l l.i ngs .
( 2 } S e co nd   ia lse I e l a nd mi s s i on on 2 5 J an uar   1 94 3

al s o l e a d b r Co l .   a t h en  r and Cap t . Bi l l i ng s .
'(3} Bombing of Nauru Island bp th® 371st  quadron

under the Ieadersnip of Capt . Billings on 20
 pril 1943 .

(4) The attaak on Tarawa on 23 kbri l 1943 .
(5 ) The t hi rd   lake I s l and s t ri  ce of 15 : yay 1943 .
(6  Tarawa mission on 28 July 1943 lead bp Lt. Co1.Gre en and 1 at Lt . Si mmons .
(7 ) Ser i es of neut r al i z i n  at t z c.  s on   ahi l i   i r dr otae

and sateliite l i.rdromes in the  ougainville area
from 28 Auguat 1943 to 28 December 1943.

( } The  iesioa of 24 Decem ber 1843 againat Vunakanau
Ai.r dr ome , Ra baul , Ne w Br i t a i n , wh i c h i ra s I ea d b 
Capt ai n   Tar r en L. J oh n s on .

S  -C-R-N-T . .   
_

  .
- 3 -
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 ̀
 .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - _

f . The first caaualties to the 371st Squadron were sustained  
on 17 December 1942 when Lt. i icClendon 's plane caught on fire shortly
after take-off and exploded . The following me:n were killed:

lst Lt . Jamea H .  oClendon Pilot
2nd Lt. Charles H . Miller Co-Pilot
2nd Lt . '  i l l i am J'. St i c k l e Nav i ga t or
S/Sgt . Harold D . Dillon Ass't. Engineer
S/Sgt . Charles C . Hatton Radio Operator

Lt. Liain , Obsorving Pilot , wae severely burned before
 umping . S/Sgt . Vaughn and Lt . Steele, Bombardier , parachuted to sa ety .

 gain on 2? February 1943 we suffered an operationel loas .lst Lt. Stevens crashed near ';Iheeler Field, killing instantly the entire
ar ew: •

lst Lt . Eugene Stevens Pilot
2nd Lt. Rogex S . Stodgill   Co-Pilot2n d Lt . 'rri l l i am L.   :or r i s e t t e Nav i g a t or
2nd Lt.  Iurray J . Bitter 3ombardier
SfSgt. R . E .  lsop Engineer
T/Sgt. Isidore R . Le Heau Ass't. Engineer
S/ Sg t . I1 o gd =:  1. Han s en Ra di o Op e r a t or
SfSgt . Charles C. Foater Tail Gunner

On 13  Sarch 1943 Lt . Schreiber ts plane lost an engine
shortly after take-off and slipped in as the pilot attempted en emer-
gency landing . The following were killed instantly:

lst Lt . Stanley E . Schreiber Pilot
2nd Lt. Donald H . Hewitt Co-Pilot
lst Lt . Ervin L . Beasley Sombardier
S/Sgt . Roy E . J'ameson Asa't . Engiueer
S/3gt . Virgil L , erown Radar bSeahania

2nd Lt. Coppack , 1Javigator, died a few hours later Prom
in uriee. Cpl . Frank Covertine esaaped with only ®light in juries.

Our first battle casualtiea, a.n
d only ones sustained on

the ground due to enemy aotion , wera suffered oa 22 April at Funatuti .The J'aps bombed this ting island for three hours in the early morning ,k i l l i.ng t he f o l l ow3.n g men :

T/Sgt . Delbert B , yrickson
S/ Sg t . El i   1. S ri l l i ams on
S/ Sg t . Owen T .  'li l a on
Sf Sg t . Raymon d  1. Dr ew
S/Sgt. Gerald C . Johnson

 Sgts,. Bahr , Harmon , and Lodge were seriously weunded .

S-E-C-R  -T

- 4 -
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_ ,Z t  e, 3 71 s t BQ,m

b Sq_
(S v]

,,,
Su b_   i s   o  o f' Or   a ui za t i an  ; dd 1 5

_
  s  ±' '4 5   

} On r et urn   rom t he t hi rd We.ke I s l and   3.as i on on 15  day
194  one of our planes wae foraed to make a aratar-lending because of
Pnel ahortage 140 miles from  iidxay. 2nd Lt. Riohard Patton died at
aea , bnt t he r emai nder of t he c rew   ras r eaati ad .   '

_ ; ,,  .  
'

On 13 July 1943 the following araw tailed  o -return
  

-from a searah misaion: ,
19t Lt. Melyin Feigan , _Znd Lt. Richard L. Jacobe '

  2nd Lt. Olynn 8. Walker
End Lt .  Yi l l i am D. Nul ber r y
T/Sgt.  ialvin a: Standridge  

  T/ggt. Ray ond T. Nolan
S/ 8gt . Rr a.ak   ndal or a -
SJsgt.Lester L.  stutZ .S/8gt. B obert J. Pribish
S/Sgt . Colanel A . Brooka  

On 15 6 ept ember ,
1943 S/ Egt . Car l R, g ol me a x as ki.l 3.ed over  

 
gahili  irdrome when aa   burat tore hie ba-l.].-tarret vf  its mount.
  8gte. Heai, Falter, Miller end:Peugh xere xonnded by same

burst. -
8/Sgt.   . L. Eng1and, nose turr®t gunner,

 ras killed by
enemy interaeptor iire ©n 21 September 1943 over   ka Airdrome.

Ma or Roland 0. Lw ,dby, Captain Gevrge E . Hoe ler and
S/Sgt. Bronislaw Tarlo xere elightly xounded on 4 October 1943 ov.erS abi Zi g i.r dr orae . -

Lt. Gal on's plane w as badly ehot up during the m3ssion
over gahili Airdrome on  10 Ovtober 1943. They xere able to ma e it

baak ae f ar ae onaonga l i.rdrome   ther e t he, made a ar as h l andi ng . The
  o l l owi ng oaeual t i es r   eul .t ed :

Silled:
l s t Lt .   Tal t er T. Gal yon Pi l ot

.  lst Lt.  Ira C. Ide Co-FilotT,/Sgt , x i l l i am H. P̀ur di n Engi.ne er

  Tonaded :
let Lt. 80l S . Genatt Na4igator   -  . lat Lt. 8oxard L. Holmee Bombardier
T/ gt. Harry P. Hall Radio 0perat©r
S/   gt . '9 i l l i em Y. Del ane y Aas ' t .   adi o .t per at or
S/ gt. Antho3 y D. Friaina Aeatt. E gine r
B/8gt. George W . Tompkins Gunner
B/8gt.  aint E. P3.pp Armorer Gua er

. ,
  - E- C- R- R- T - -

.
,

•
.

- 5- '  
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   ' .   S-E-C-R-L-T ' . • .- , - • .
Lt r , 371s t Bomb Sc  (Hvl ,_

Sub_ _
"Hi s t org of Or gani za t i on"  dd

_
15   r ! 45

g .   ar ds :

On 1 January 1943 those that partiaipatsd in the First
Wake Island  aid were presented awarda by Lieut . Gen . F  ona, Comme nding
Geaeral of the Hawaifan De artment, a d  dmiral Chester   . Nimitz ,
Coaima n de r i n - Chi e f o f t h e

 
rme d Fo r c e s i n t h e Pa c i f i c i n a c e r emony at

Hiokam Field. The   rards were as follows:

Di s t i n ,ui shed Fl yi ng Cros a

Captain Billings, Dana B.

 ir  edals

Captain Lippencott, Elwood P .
Captain Benes, Charles G .
lst Lt. Heasley , Irving Lee
lst Lt. Irby , J'ames R .
lst Lt. Hoefler , George B.
lst Lt. Lundby , Roland 4 .
l s t Lt .    o od ,   .l l e n H.
l s t Lt . I  cGr e ev y ,  ya l l a c e F .
1 9t Lt .   n.dr ews , J ame s A .
lst Lt. Holland , Robert W .
l at Lt . T  aCl o s k e y , J ame s R.
2nd Lt. Sahreiber ,

Stanley E .
2nd Lt. Eamond , Thomas   .

  2nd Lt . Smi t h ,   IaY E .2nd Lt . Pr i es t er , x" ober t I .
2nd Lt . Guiberson , Nathaniel G .
?nd Lt . Sh e af f e r ,   br am B.
2nd Lt.

Severson , Orlando   .
2nd Lt. White,

George T .
2nd Lt. Teykl , Irwin F.
2nd Lt, Lieb, John J .
2nd Lt. Brooker , Norbert T.
2nd Lt. YanDyke, John L .
2nd Lt.

Hykes, Leo N .
2nd Lt. Sellars, Fred J .
S/Sgt.

atkinson Clifford J .
S/Sgt . Bailey,

 
uster

S/Sgt , Bishop , James F .
S/Sgt, Bouahard , Real
s / Sg t . Bur r ovrs , J'ame a g . , J r .
S/sgt,

earpenter,
Donald

S/sgt .
 opeland,

Robert D .
6/Sgt.

Daugherty ,
Charlea H .

  S/ Sg t . Do at at e r , Ke nn e t h P .S/ B;gt .
Dr ew , Raymon d W.

S/Sgt. Dumas, Hslsay   .S/Sgt. Duater , Leonard L .
. , . .

S-E-C-R-E•T

-4-
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, . . . . . ., . . . . . . -• , •, .,Lt r ,_ 371a t   omb   q_
(a v  ,a ub_ _

' li i s t o.r y a f Ur  ;ani za t i on", ,
dd

_
15 ::ia r ! 45

S/ gt. Llrod,
Carlysle C,S/   g t . Er 1 Ck SOn , j ' dtva r d     .S/   g t . '  a bo r , Ha r o l d G.S/ a 6 t . i aa t f i e l d , J o.hn   .

 /agt. hil art , Patrick J .
  / J   t . Home y e r , I ia r v i n F .
S/ a g t . I3o °. p e r , 1 r a y n .  /   b t . I  o  re l l , Don a l d J .S

,
  S  t . I v e r s on , Or v i l l e r  .

a / j   t . J a ch.s on , r mi l I .S/    ; t . J a ,   i s on , n o y i  .
5/ bt. Lewis,

Grant  .S/ S ; t .   oy  e , J ack G,
  /  ?  t .    a.  s e y , t r e d e r i c k L . /  t.  eller9,

i illard   .
S/  t . Spitaels, Yter X .S/ a g t ,

l u r l o ,   rh a di. s l a 9

Th e f o l l o  ai n  ; a -;ra r d s     e x e Qr e 3e u t e d 1or t ho s © t a !t i n  
ua r t i n t h e   a k e I s l a n d n i s s i on o f 2 5 J a n u a r y 1 94 5 :

Oa k Le a f Cl u s t e r (  .i r   i e d a l )

l s t Lt .   .n dr e as ,   '  .  e s n .
l s t Lt . I r   y , J a rae s ;  .l s t Lt . Lu n d 'oy , i-  ol a n d 0 .l s t Lt . i:ic Cl o s :ti e y , J a cue s ri .
2nd it, rriester , iobert I .
2n d Lt .   e l l a r s ,    r e d J .
2n d Lt . Te , k l , I r v i n   ' .
  f S b t .   t k i r_s o n ,

Cl i f f 'o r d J .
S /     t . D1 S  10   ,

J  3 Q1e S r .
.5 /     t . t iC?u Cr  a T  

, :i e 3 1
S / S   t . h u r r a   rs , J a r. e s t: .
  / S  ;t .

Ca r Qe n t e r ,
  o n a l d

3 /   }  t .    o p e l a n d ,
l  o Ue r t D .

S/abt .
Doxtater ,

h enneth lJ.
S /     t .

  r e rv ,
: a 3  ao n d   ,  .

  / .7  ; t . J  Lldla S , C18 1 S S T     .
  / S g t . i  u s t e r ,

L e o na r d   ' .S / S   t .   a r o d ,
Ca.r

l y s l e C .
  /     ,

t .
  r i c k s o n ,

.  d  c•ra r d     .S / 5  ; t . Ga b o r ,  i a r o l d G .
S / 5 g t .   ia t f i e l d , J o r      .
  / S  ; t .  i i l  ; a   t , :   a t r i c k J .
S /     t . Ho  ?n e r , Tr o y K .S /     t , rIol re l l , Do n a l d J .j /   i   t . L e tiv 

. s ,
Gr a n t it .

S / S  ; t . P o p e , J a c k   .
a / a b t .   e l l e r s , ;  i l l a r d L .
5/S t . 5pitaels ,   eter x .

,   1
,  

 J   ..:  w  
l    . :   

• .

-
 
 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

. , :, . . . . ., -   . - . .   . . _ . . . . .  1 . . .
'

. .a >'y , S - E=C- B-   - T . ., ,  . , • , .
.h,t r , _

3 71 s t
_

  omu a c  (h v l
, Su b_ _

"S i s t or   o .
fO   g ani za t l on "

,,,,
dd 1 5   iar ' 4 5

Oak Leaf Cl us t er (g 3.r   iedal ) Cont .

lst Lt. Holland, Robert lY.
2nd Lt . Es m ond , Thomas  d.
2nd Lt. 8chreiber,

stanley E. ,
2nd Lt.  hite, George T.g i r   edal

Captain Billings, Dsna t3.Captain Henson, Noel S,  
2nd Lt . Bm ory , Charl e s   i .
2nd Lt. Bisbee, Richard   .
2nd Lt. Moeller,

williem P .
2nd Lt. Sharkey,

Willard  
.

2n d   +t . Smi t h ,   a z E .    ,  `2nd Lt . Sa i t hs on ,    
e  3  G. .

2nd Lt. Stratton, Robert L.
2nd Lt . Thorn , Harold a .
I /Sgt . Spratley , Riahard S .
8/Sgt. Apple ,

Douglae P .8/ gt. Buchana.n,
James I .  I   g t .

Ca 884 C1y , ,
  dWar d   .

, s j s g t .
r'a l e , Ri c h e r d A.  

S Sgt . Hoffman , Jemes E .S/Sgt . Howell , Dean J .S/ S gt . $ c o t t , 1Ve l s on C.5 j S g t , i fa l k e r , S amue l I .SJS g t .  Yo ok , J ame a A.Sgt . St e  rart , Vii l l i am . , r .
For participation in strikes of2 0 kpril against Naurn

and 23 epril 1943 on j̀̀arawa the following awards were presented:  

Captain  artin F . Hanson was awarded the Silver Star for  
his outstanding bravery during the Japanese raid on Funafuti in the
Ellice Islands on 22 gpril 1943. .

  S e c on d Oak Le af Cl u s t e r (   ,i r   ie da l )

l s t Lt . r̀ icCl o sk e y  Al t on 0 .T/ Sg t .
  r i c k s on ,

  dwar d i  .T  a g t . Howe l .l , Don al d J .5/Sgt.
 tkinson ,__

Clifford J .S/ s g t .   ur r ows ,
  ame s   i . , J r .S/Sgt, arpenter ; Donald  

S/Sgt .
Sopeland, gobert D .S/Sgt. Doatater , Kenneth 1'

.8 / Sgt . _
Ih  e t er , Lea na r d G.S/Sgt. Elrod,

Carlyle C.
- 8/3gt. Lewis , Grant R . -

  r •  

S- E- C- R- E- T

-8-
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.  - - • . ., . ,   -
=, .    l     '   . . - . . .   .   .,,_: , ; .,   .: . - ,   . . S- E- C- R- i  - T

,   .   
, ,h t r 371s t   omb   q_

(iav  , Sub  _
"i  i s t   ry o   Org_eini z at i on"1 dd 15   iar t45
-.r _  _

  Posthumous Award of  ecoud Oak Leaf Cluster
(  i r l  e dal )

S/ Sgt ,   r ew, Raymond     .

Fi r s t Oak Le a f Cl u s t e r (   i r iF e dal )

Ca pt .   1o od , Al l e n  -: .
2n d Lt , . Shar k e  t , r  i l l a r d C.
B/ s g t , Eome y e r , D ar v i n F .
S/ Sg t . l a c k s on , Emi.

l I .
5/3gt. Fale, Richard   .

,  ,i.r   edal

lst Lt.  ivpkina,
Chaxles B.

lst Lt. Houchins, James
l a t Lt . Kur z , d e r be r t C, ,l .s t Lt . Ti nk e r , r r ank A.
2nd Lt .

Car t wr i gb
.
t , Lo ui s E .

2n d Lt . iie ok e r , Le on J .
2nd Lt. Clutter , Kinsel E . ,2n d Lt .

Dav en p or t ,   r̀'i l l i am R.
2nd Lt. Soxara , i illiam R .
2nd Lt .  h  y e r , Ri cha r d F .
2n d Lt . Fai n ,

Cha r l e s J .
2n•d Lt . Gi v en s , Don al d R,
2nd Lt. Guenther ,

  alter E .
2n d Lt ,   Ii nd e r s i n n ,

Ra ymond R.
2n d Lt . Lewi s , i  yr o n P .
2nd Lt . TLa i n , J ame s G.
2n d Lt .  uor s e , Ro g e r V  .
2nd Lt. 5cheole,   arvin 3.
2 nd Lt .

   a l l i ng f or d , El me r K.
2nd Lt . t a s h bu rn ,

Fr ank   J .
2nd Lt ,   Ie bb , J ame s G.
2nd Lt . Lippmann , "rnold B . •
2n d Lt .

Rube l ,    i l l i am E.
2nd Lt. Pursel , Jaak J .T/ Sgt .   adr y4liowski ,  3erne.r d T.T/ Sgt .   ahr ,   'e s e e L.T/ agt . Cak i n , 3 ug e n e G.T/5gt .

Cien rani,_
Salvatore E .

T/3 t. Gurzenda ,  u Fne T.
T/bgt . Tohnston ,

George F .
T/ 5 g t . J one a , H iuat e r E .
T/sgt . Leg ett , i obert J .
T/bgt , Lodge, Dennis E .

.
T/ s g t .   io l na r , 1  i ch a e l

. , , ,
B-E-C-R-E-T

-9-
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, S-E-C-R-E-
T

,

Lt r ,   ?l s t Bomb S q
_

(H4
,
 

, Sub : "8 i s t or,y o f ar g ani z at i on "1 dd 1 5 i.:ar ' 4 5

A.i.r   ie dal (Con t . )

T/Sgt. Pedone, Tohn G.
T/Sgt . Quick ,

 harles E .  
Sf Sg t .

  l e x and er , Loui s R.S/ Sgt . .  1.l en , John H.8/ Sgt .   rms t ron.g ,   ii nf r ed C.Sf Sgt . Le1Tf i or e , Sam A.S/ Sgt . 31f f ar :Oani e l
S/Sgt .

 den ,
 
alph E.S/Sgt. ardina, Berne

S/ Sgt . Gawron , I  a s i mi r $ .S/ Sgt , i3arr .on , John E. / gt. Hiubert,  11an
Sf   g t . J'ohn s on , Ge r a l d C.S/Sgt. Lawson, John D.  
S/ Sgt . Le i'z"'ew, II erman R.S/ S gt .   ia cFar l ane ,   Gaa G.S/ Sgt .  uar que t t e , Dan L.
  /   g t . i :a s on , J . L .° / S g t . L;i ddl e br ook e , J au don D.
S/ S g t .   ir o a sk i ewi c z ,   ndr ew   d.
8 / S g t .   :o ndap , Fl oy d

  S/ Sgt . Pash , ?  i l l i am J .S/ Svg , Pl ayf ord , Ze b S .S/Sgt, Prestiano, Tohn
,S/ 5gt . 8 i char ds , Wi l l i am r  .3/ gt. Snell,  rthur N . -S/ Sgt . Beat y , +  al t er C.S t.  stes,.

Orvel E .s
g
t. Zlewellyn , Lorian   .

Cpl .
Stiner , Harr  R .

Pvt .   Icl nt y r e , Wi l l i am 0 .  

Po at h umo u s   war d of ' a .  r   e dal

T/?gt,
 rickson,

Lelbert Y.
Sj gt.  illiamson, Lli   .S/   gt .    i l s on , Owen T.

2. The 3?lst Bombardm snt Squadron
G
(Fw ) was actiGated 1 

April 1942 as part of the 307th  3ombardment roup (Hv ) at eiger ield ,
 ashington . Ita parent or anization was the 353rd Bombardment Squadron,
301st Bombardment  roup (Hv ). The initial cadre consisted of' only one
ma,n ,

6gt. John d
.
Shaffer (now S/Sgt , and still with the aquadron ), to

whom goea the honor of bein.g the original member of the outfi t. For
ov e r t wo we ek s h e wa s t h e en.t

i r e aqu adr on . On 3   iaY 1 94 2 t h e r e 9t of

.

, ,
S-E-C-R-E-T . ,

- 10 -
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  Ltr , 371st Bom b Sq. (Hv ), Sub; "History of Organization", dd 15 I4Seac' q-5- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - -

qu ar t er s  C He adquar t e r e Squa c:r on un t i l t h a t j gua dr on wa s e l i mi n at edfrom Heavy Bomoardm ent Groups.

. • Th e s quadr on wa s t he n on a 24 ho ur t r 83.n3.  g aoh e dul e .The old crates flew all hours of day and nigh . Bailing wire andtape were a necessary part of maintenance eguipment.  'erhaps theclassic one of tbem all vras Old ho . 778 who perpetually had herinnards spread all o4er the parking strip . Ground crews would justabout 6et her back on flyina status wher . some other part would havet o be s t r i p e d f r om h er t o c or p l e t e a no t h e r s h i p , i3s a r e s ul t 778
was continually grounded and acted in the capacity of a tech supplyfor the other ships of the squadron . Link trainers were scheduledat three and four in the morning , night navigation or "around thehorn mission sn were a regular part of our schsdule. In the midstof all this we moved out of tents and into wooden barracks.

b consolidated mess was set up for officers at the nominals um o f   40 pe r mon t h . I t t,wa s l ou s y . Th e ba s e o f f i c e r s c l ub o pe n e d
on money conscripted fron 307th personnel.  bout the only thingwe did not mind was feeding our money into the slot machines. Noone else was to blame for this but ourselves.

l   t t  '  i s t i me t h e S t af f o f Of f i a e r s e on s i s t e d o f l s t i t .Al l e n r  , ti   c o d ,  ?per a t i on s Of f i c e r ,
( l a t e r t o be come C. O, o f t h e98th Bo.mbardnent 5quadron (I3v } of the llth Bomb Group ), lst Lt.I oland 0. Lundby , later Operations Officer of this Sguadron . Tohi m a l on  , wi t h a handf ul l of o t h e r pi l o t s mus t g o t h a ar e di t f o rt r ai ni ng s n d "c h e ck i ng o ut " o f pr a c    i e a l l y a l l o f t h e or i g i na lfirst pilots in the Group ; Lt. P . P . Turner , Jr. IntelligenceOfficer; lst Lt. Robert Fiolland  ss't Operations Officer ; Lt.R. S .  3o yd s t o .n

  s e ' t . Op e r a t i on s Of f i c ar ; Lt . Ge n e R. Swpn tArm. Of f i c er ; Lt . Ben Lubi n I  e s s Of f i c e r ; l s t Lt . Byl e sbdjutant; Zt. Gordon D , a uehlhausen , Transportation and
 
u«plyOfficer (shortly to beoone : djuta,nt when Lt. Byles receivedorders to reuort back to Geiger Field ).

The first pilots of the nine original cre«e were as f ollows:Captain Elwood T . LippincottCap t a i n IJoe l S . Be n s on
l s t Lt , i  l an d Q  Lun d by
2nd Lt. Janes R. Irby
2nd Lt. James R .  cCloakey
2n d Lt . Ge or g e E . I3o e f l e r
2nd Lt. James  i,  eClendon
2nd Lt . ;  a l l a oe F .   IcGr e e v y
2nd Lt, James   . Aadrews

Sh or t l y af t e r t h i a f i r s t Gr oup t h e f o l l ovri ng o f f i c er s   j o i n-.

 S - E- C-    - L- T • .
.
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Ltr , 371st nomb Sq.  
(Bv )., Sub: "History of Orge ni.zation , dd 15

Mar ' 4 5
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
e d t h e a l r e a dy g r otivi n ; s t r e ngt h o f t h e s qua ar on : Lt . C. 3 .   ii g g i n ,J'r . ,

( i3e l rson t , i :a s s . ) ; Ca p t a i n i. ar t i n   ' .   ian s on ,
( Fi av ana , I l l i n o i s ) ,Flight Surgeon (replaced lst Lt , buse ); Lt . Joseph Vaooaro,

(South
Fhiladelphia , Pa.),   et. Engineering Officer ; Lt. Ray 5eale, Comm-
un i c a t i on s Of f i c e r ; Lt , r'r e d J ame s , o r dn an c e Of f i c e r ; Cap t a i n Von F  .Luscher, Intelligence Officer ; Lt. Ralph Hinkaon ,

(replaced Lt . 3en
Lu bi n wh o l e f t f o r Ca de t s )

,   a s ide s s Of f i c e r - Lt , h i nk s on a f t e r t h e
s gua ds on a r r i v e d a t   ,Ch e e l e r Fi e l d , Oah u , T.   i . t r an s f e r r e d t o Sub-Depot , Wheeler Field , Oahu as dd utant ; Lt . Charles J. Rinker ,(Philadelphia , Pa .}, Statistical and xsst. Operations Officer ; Lt.txa r r y L .  uunn , Tr an s p or t a t i on & Supp l y Of f i c er . Th e k ey en l i s t e d
me n at t hi s t i me we r e : l s t 5 e r  ; e an t V.      . Smi t h r e l i e v e d on Se pt em-ber 9, 1942 by lst Sgt . John h .   inkle (originally lst Sgt. in
301st, youngeat first sereeant in the xrmy at that tf

.me
); Line

Ch i e f g enn e t h   I[ay er a ; Te c h S up pl y- S ;t . Ral ph 'ti  i s e s h or t l y r ep l a c e d
by S gt . ::  a i  ob e l an ;   rmarnen t Ch i e z' Ri ch ar d   pr a t e l y ,

(Sa l t Lak e
Ci t y , Ut ah

 
; Commun i c at i on s Ch i e f ',' m. R.  i i n e s ; Lie di c a l Sgt . J ohn

 iarnr  er ; Op e r a t i on s , Fiar r y Tr en bl ay ; Or dn an c e Ch i e f , Sg t .   Ian f o r d
Steinwart; Transportation , Sgt . Joseph Grossi, i long with three
hundred trained speeialists the squadron was now well on its way
to  ards a cos plete and efficient bombardnent squadron raring for
action .  n.

d to prove their efficiency the enliated men won the Base
Softball Championship .

On Sept. 25, 1942 , the squadron moved ta Sioux City  i.rIia s e , S i oux Ci t y , I owa , f or i t s t h i r d and f i n al ph a s e of t r a i n i ng .This was our first moveraent by train as a sguadron , and well do we
remember the four days of sitting on sidings or alternately backing
up and ooing forward in order to get into one. The mess on the
boa-car was damn good , thanks to Lt .  inkson , otherwise the trip
wa s pok er , pok e r , and mor e pok er . Th e t r a i ni ng a t Si o ug Ci t y   ii r
Ba s e c on s i e t e d o f f o rmat i o n f l y i n  , c r o s s c oun t r y h op s , f o r rna t i ou
bc  tbi n   , ,   a :d '3  ;  83 t aZ  i n t ar   r a t i c n     t h 3   r oa :a    , r   ;    .  .

i t '  ; _Z e a ch
section and final polishing of technical training before over-seasdut y . Si ou x Ci t y ,Ai.r Ba s e wa s s o n ew a t t h i s t i n e t ha t s o se o f t h e
paint on the buildin s was still wet . It was quite a change for the
group to train at an air base that was complete in every detail .To move in , unpaak , and start operating at such a place was really
a welcomed novelty to the officers and m,en   ho built up Ephrata
  .B f r om an a i r l i n e emer g en c y l an di ng s t r i p i n t h e mi ddl e of    a sh -ington 's desert and dust to a selni-permament camp sufficient to
p e rmi t a bomba r dmen t  ;r o up a t n e ar f u l l s t r en  ;t h t o t r a i n . 1 'Te l l
r emembe r e d i s t h e 1 9 o ut o :c'' 24 ho ur s op e r a t i n g u l t i mat utn o f S i oua
City and the thexmometer chart adorning the front of Group nead-
quar t e r s t h a t t o l d u s h ow we we r e doi n g . Th i s Y'IOT  i e d out t o a
minimum of 8 hours sleep-which was a laugh when we got to combat .also well remembered and probably in far lesa danger of ever being
forgotten is the social bpportunities afforded by the   est Hotel
Bar & Gr i l l ( Sh e l v 9t i t a t t h e   le s t n ot e l ) . Vi e i n g wi t h t h e    le s t

, , . ,S- E- C- R- i+. - T
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Lt r , 371s t  3omb Sq . (Hv ) . , Sub :   Ii i s t or y of Or gan i za t i on '  , dd 15Mar ' 45
-           r   . -     . -     . .                 -   -             . - - .   .       -  

Hotel in fond ramernbrances is the Rathskeller, Beer Cellar , CharlietsSteak House and Louise's, of course. ti hile at Sioux City the squad-ron had little change in personnel . Zt.  [ichael Copass,
tSeattle  ash .), Aset . In,

telligence Officer  oined at this time - a verg im-portant and popular guy - lost to Group . Our C0 , Captain C.J .Lamothe-rra s f or a e d t o r e l i n qui s h h i s comma n d be oa u a e o f i l l n e s a . Ca p t ei nDana B . Billing8, a Flight Leader in the 3?2nd, waa plaaed in command.
The third phase of training no sooner got started , it seemed,when it was rudely 1.n

terrupted by uneapected orders (that is, une - peoted by latrine intelligenoe) to pack for over-seas duty . Furlougbe
w ere oancelled. Wives, sweethearts and parents w ere frantioally arlredto discontinue plans for tripa to Sioua City , and the equadroa t aethrown into a mad rush of packing to meet the dead-line. With thehelp of the squadron 's patron eaint , order came out of chaos in tim® to
enable the squadron to leave Siou= City AAB on the morning of Oatober20 , 1942 for the port of erabarkation which happened to be San Fran-oisco , CaliPorniB. The marah to the train with everybody dragging"A " bags and various service equipment reee nbled Napoleon 'e retreatf r om   So s c ow .

The aquadron was proud of ita clean slate of no serioua
accidente during its entire training period in the atates. Of ooureethere were many times pilota brought them in on thre® angines or got
etuck in the mud tagi.

ing at foreed landinga at Chioago A.ir Fort(N .B . IeGreevy ), but other than that the operation and mainteneaae wasflawless.

Nine planes left Hamilton Field , Cali ornia , for the Hawai-ian Islands while ground personnel leit San Francisoo by a Norwegiartfreighter , the Torrena, on October 27,1942; the boat was a sma].
l but

speedy freighter and not very well adapted to troop transport. State-room 6 or the offiaers quarters turned out to be the stern hold and
managed to squeeze in 135 officers le:id end to end in tiers ofs ia .

,
Rou$h weather on the first night out caused quite a bit of seasick-ness, especially in Stateroom "6". Otherwise, the trip was very un-eventful . Early afternoon 2 November 1942 our ship docked at Hon-olulu and our sguadron was a9signed to Wheeler Field , Oshu , TtH . to
replace the 321st Squadron of the 90th Group . The squadron soon
settled down to the everyday routine of flying eea aearehee andt r a f n i n g f l i gh t s . -   - - - -- - 

_l _- -
Th e f i r s t t a s t s o f r e a l i  c Coy e a a e on De c emb e r 21 s t , wh e.nt h i r t y - t wo o f f i c e r s a n d f or t y en l i s t e d me n t a ok o f f f or   .dwa y I B-land , 1260 m ilea fron Honolulu, the Shanri-La of what was to be a

record aetting whaok at the Japa.

3iz of our ships led by Captain Billings along with 19
B-24'a from the sister aquadrons of the Group took off from Midway

.  ' s-E-c-  -  -T '
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Ltr , 371st i om b Sq.
(hv )., Sub: "history ofO rganization", dd 15

BIla r ' 45
_ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - _ _
a t 1 900 (i  on o l ul u t i me ) f o r '  a ice I s l an d . Th e r ai d wa s v e r y s uc c e s s f ul
and showed the world that ultra-long range bombing v as possible,gpproximately 60 ,000 pounds of demolition and invendiary bomba were
dropped on "The Speck in the middle of the Pacific" with eaoelleat
results. S/5gt. Copeland of Lt. Lundby 's orew shot at aearchlights
and scored.  11 planes returned to  iidway about 0600 the 23rd of
De c emb e r a f t e r h av i n g t r av el e d 22 40 mi l e s , t h e l on ge s t ma s s r a i d o f
the war to that time. The following were in the raid:

CEIPT  I Iv LI PPr   yCOTT C  Pr'i'A       I LLI i GS
Lt. Lundby Lt. Andrews
Lt . Hoef l er Lt . I  cGr eevy
Lt. Irby

The men who had groom ed the planes for several days and
nights before the very successful mission , and who were "sweating
out" their buddies and planes safe arrival back to tiyheeler rield  
were given one of their best Christm as presents of their lives when ,in the growing dusk of December 24th , Christmas Eve,sig Liberatorsl and e d s a f e a nd s o und on tth e e l e r   'i e l d .

There was plenty to celebrate about that glorious Christ-
mas Eve, r'or the officers the celebrating took place at 209 SperryLoop . The Christmas Spirit flowed freely , and soener t was enhanced
by $ well decorated, end li ;hted Christmas tree in the corner of thefront hall. Iseedless to say the Christmae tree was not the only
illuminated spectacle at 209 that night . It was hsre the 'tGooneySird 5huffle" sprang full bloom upon a startled world (see Irby,T IcCl o ak ey and Ho e f f l e r f or l e a s on s ) . Th e p ar t y e nde d s hor t l y a f t erLt .  3l abe e , an d Lt . St r a t t on (I  i.n e g e ni a l h o s t s ) at t emp t e d a r i ng -  8 - r o s y i n t h e mi ddl e o f t h e f r on t h al l , s ho ut i n g '1Th e pa r t y f a a
e acess", and promptly fell on their eolleetive faoea .

The elaborate Christmas party planned by Lt.  inkson before
we received ordera for the '  ake raid could not be postponed untilt h e r e t tu n o z" t h E c o nbat c r ev s an d gr ound p e r s onn e l f r om I   i dwa y , du eto contract. However the re:nainin.g squadron personuel en3oyed a very
elaborate entertainment program and beer. The 'riawaiian troup was
very good, but the entrance and perfarmance of an honest-to-God"Q

,ueenie
" both surprised and pleased all personnel no end.
On January lst the story of the raid was given to the public.I n a c e r emon y h e l d on t h e r arap at ii i c kam  ' i e l d wi t h t hr e e i3- 24 ' sforming a "V" in the background, the participants w ere deeorated byGen e r al Emmon s , C. G, of  i awai i a.n Dept . , and   ai r a l I ii mi t z , Comma nd-e r - i n - Ch i e f o f ar med '=Òr c e s i n t h e Fa ci f i c .

__
I Tot c on t en t wi t h one l oo k at vr'ak e and t h e J ap a , our s qu ad-ron was sent out to get pictures of the damage done on the first

. . -  
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S-E-C-R-E-T , • - .
Lt r , 371s t Bomb Sq (n'V) , Sub : '  i s t or y oY Or gaai zat i on'  , dd 15
Mar ah ,  945= - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -_ _ _ -
r a tjiid on Wak e , an d   o s s i bl y do a l i t t l e mor e da  a g e . So , on J a aua r y
20th , one month later, six ships led by Captain Billings took oYf
for : idway at 0500 . On the 22nd , two days later , theae es ae ships
took oif from  idway but returned without accomplishing their
misaion becauee .o

f bad w eather . Finally at 1650 three days after
that with the weather alear , the planee took off on the mission and
aaaomplished the photo reconnaisa.nce

desired . 6 ,000 pounds of bombs
were dropped on  ake .

during this miasion . Zeros a ;ain intercepted
the planes , but the gun aers battled them away euffering only slight
damage to two B-24 's. Colonel l atheny's plane had one engine shot
out ; Lt.  adrews had a 20 m.m

hole in the fuselage. T/Sgt Erieckson
and S/Sgt Copeland on Lt Lundby's crev  w®re credited with one Zero.Lt .  ndrew 's erew was credited with  he plane.

Nea r t h e f i r s t o f F e br uar y we we r e no t i f i e d t o pa ok . Y,tor k -
ing diligently night and day packing , filiing shortaoes, and trying
to acguire-b r hook vr crook-those necessary but unauthorized items
which z ould make life more comfortable "Down IInder". Then aeme the
word to unpack-t.hat the 372nd and 371st were to remain in the Islands,
and only the Group Headquarters, 370th and 424th squadrons were to
leave. So, thinking it would only be a matter of days until we would
re oin our Group , the squadron operated more or less out of boxes
and crates.  hen the days turned into weeks and it began to look as
though we were permanent party guys, we decided to dig in, and prepare
for a long stay.

Along came February 5th , 1943 with orders from Headquarters
implying that the Island of Canton needed protection Prom ene. y attack .To be s ur e, t h i s mi s e i on wa s f ul f i l l e d t   t he l e t t e r . Th e t h r e e ar ews
picked were Captain Benson 's, Lt .  IcCloskey 's, Lt. Hoefler's . Cap-
tain Benson was in com nand. Lt. C . J. Rinker , Operations Officer, and
Lt . Sv,ran t ,   r m,a nen t Of f i c e r , a c c ompan i ed t h e s e c r ews t o t h e I s l an d .

The aomplete detachment was made up of six crews: three
from 371st , two from 372nd , and one from 424th . They all arrived
at Canton Island on February 6, 1943 , at about 1900 , and immediately
went to work . A1

.1 planes were loaded with four 1000 's, and both
Bomb Bay tanks filled for sea search and alert. When the Japs heard
that our detaahment , aommanded by Captain Benson was there, they left
the area . While stationed there theae men had a fine aet-up , living
at the now well known Waldorf Hstel . The offiaers en oyed the Officers
Club every night-needless to say , fiowever, it was not all nlay there .Th e y we r e o n al er t i t  t h e pl ane s wi t h eng i n e s r un ni ng a t 0 44 5 e v er y
mvrning. During their stay there twenty or more search missions were
aon du c t e d . S udd e nl y on t h e l Ot h o f Fe br uar y , or d er s c ame f o r f i v e o f
our crew a to proceed to Es airitu Santo . They left the following day

-  <  but Lt. e Closkey had engine trouble and ©ould not leave until two days

S-E-C-R-E-T

• . .- 16 - `

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

. . ., - - - .. . . ,• . • . .   • . .. • . , . . . .
  • • ,

S - E- C- R- E- T   •

Lt r , 371s t Bomb Sy (riV) , Sub:   3 i st or y of Or gani za t i on " , dd 15
  iar cb

, 
1 84 5 .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

later. On arrival at  tew Hebrides crevrs were attached to the 42nd
Bomb Squadron . The living conditions were rough . The area was baak
in the jungle and also occupied by land orabs, lizards, ants as big
as mice, rats as big as cats , and a fine variety of insects and buga.The area was diacovered to have been condemned months before their
arrival . Consequently within a eriod of two w eeks after their
arrival the majority of the men

 
28 out of 30) were laid up with

dengue fever and were moved into another area then occupied by the
26th Bomb Sguadron . This was the m ve that helped .

the old morale,
and they were soon ready to r'ight the war again . Over a period of
s e v e r a l we ek s , on e c r e ;  a x 't e r a no t he r wa s mov e d o u t t o j o i n o ur
s gua dr on s at Gua da l aana l , Cap t a i n Be n s on t v 424t h , Lt , i  c Cl o sk e y t o
424th , L . Hoefler ta 370th , Lt . Rinker and Lt . Swant joined the
424th after Captain Benson was given command of that squadron sucoeed-
ing   ajor Smith . Lt, i: c Closkey and Lt . Severson were evacuated to
Ro s e   s i ck vYi t h d en   u e f e v e r . B3r     r i l 1 3 t h our or i g i n a l de t a c hme n t
again together and at the Canal . They helped build the camp in the
j un g l e , an d a f i n e s e t - up i t wa s unt i l LZa y 9t h wh e n t h e f l o od c ame .
In three houra, what took them v eake to oomplete, was just a total
loss. It was sure rough going-s lvaging what they could and re-
building their camp with sec:;nd-haala nails and split and broken lumber .
How ever , Operations continued as n sual without intarruption , and they
all survived without ill effects . The experiences at Guadalcanal
included visits by "Washing I achine Charlie" and several nights spent
in fog-holes.

I  eanwhi l e l i f e a t ti' h ee l or Fi el d proe eeded as usual . Se a
s ear ches and pr act i ce  Bl i   t s wer e f l own . Tr agedy st r uek agai n on
27 February when Lt. Stevens and crew were killed in a crash near
Whe el er Fi el d .

For the nezt four months that the squadron was to remain
in the Islands it was without three A-1 crews and several key ground
officers and enlisted men . To add to the loss of nerso.n.ne

l , Zt. Copass,
was attaehed and later transferred to Group , Lt. Seale , Comm ., Lt.
l dunn , Trans. & Supply , and Lt. Ladd, Photo , were transferred to the
424th with several key enlisted men : TfSgt Graham , T/Sgt Pilis, T/Sgt
Wise, S/Sgt Hathaway , S/Sgt. Higginbotham , Sgt   atson , Sgt Ziniel ,Cp l Ca bl k , Cp l  i o f f ma n t r an s f e r r e d t o 3 70 t h Bomb Sq (n ) a t Guad al -
canal.

During Februsry 1943 five new crews joined the Squadron :
Lt . ' s Co r nwe l l , S t e v e ns , 3 ur lce , Bi a l !• a , Gr ac e all d c r e. l s .

Qnd e r o r d e r s f r om VI I  3 omb Con uian d , Luck y Lun dby won a t r i p
t o t h e S t at e s , de s t i n a t i on L i n.ne apo l i s Hon e ywe l l Fa c t o r y a t hii n n e a -

-  ,
polie, for instructions in the latest modification ofdFCE . Lt. D : D .

  .

. , S-E_C_R-E_T , ,
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Sub : "Iiistory of •Organization " ,
dd 15
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Manahester of  quadron fame and
   Group r.o bing and Gunnery

Of f i c er , Lt . A. 3 . Sh e a f f e r ,
5 qdn , i3av i g a t or , a.nd t h e i ni mi t a bl e

Zt. Sharkey, Co-pilot, accompanied ,said fortunate fellow , 5/Sgt.Copeland and Frickson oompleted the arew, what a break3

Lt .
Freddie 5ellar was transferred to the 5th Bomb Group

Feb. 21st . The sguadron regretted losing an excellent Navigator
and a grand fellow .

Nine Bombardiers were assinned fron the  tates the first
o f   dar ch , and s e v e r a l c a d e t n avi ga t or s  lve r e l a t er a s s i gn e d t o t h e
squadron from Hickam iSavi ation  chool for instruction and training
at this time.

Lt, nBus" Hinkson chose to accept position as Adjutant
f or Wh e el er Fi e l d fIawai i an Ai r Dep ot ' s S ub- De po t . Lt . I3 . F . :  r own
ar r i v e d a mi ds t f an f l ar e o f t r ump e t s t o ac c ep t r e c ent l y de pl e t e d j ob
o f   e gs Of f i c e r . He r ewi t h b e g i n s t h e n ow f eaawu s Br own ' s Bar - B-  
a u d Be an e r y . 'rYo u n e v e r a t e be t t e r i n yo ur l i f e " , at l e a s t t h at ' e
what he said .

On February 28th , Lt . Hopkins and Lt. 3ouchins were
assigned.

On  arch lOth , Lt. Bialka and Lt. GrBae and arew s were
t r an s f e r r e d ^Down Und e r n .

On I  ar ah 1 3 t h , Lt . S e hr e i be r a nd c r e w t o ok o f f f or a
routine practioe mission about 1330 . The plane developed engine trouble
as he left the ground. He radioed the Tower that he was coming in
for an emergency ls.nd

ing , circled the field, feathered the prop on
the down wind leg , losing what altitude he had managed to gain all
the while. In. the attempt to line up with the runway the plane fell
out froln under hiln, and the right wing struck a small building about
a thousand yards from the end of the atrip . Only one man survived

_
the orash , Cpl. Covertine who e9oaped with slight in ,

juries. Lt .Schreiber , Pilot; Lt .
Beasley, Bombardier ; Lt. Hewitt,

Co-Pilot ;SfSgts. lamison end Brown died inetantaneoua and Lt. Coppock ,Navigator, died several hours later of severe burns in Schofield
Soapital ,

On D areh 15th Lt. Burkea crew transferred "Down Under"
per S0 .

On March 22nd Lts.  :uncy, Ksthley, Bucka and crews were
assigned.

On  iarch 24th Lt. 3ue11 was assigned and took over vac-ancy in Trans. & Supply.  1 so five Badar Officers and four 
' • S -   ; C- H- E- T ' •
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Lt r , 3 71s t i3omb S 9 ( i )
, Su b : aHi s t or y o f O r ga n i za t i on   , dd 1 5 Ma r

1945.
. r r . r       r . -   . - . -           .   - .   .   - . . . .                 .      

Nav i g a t o r s we r e a :  s i gn e d (I3u nn Cl a r k , r owe l l ,   'le l s h ,   s n o l d ,Ga l l owa y , VJh i t raor e , an d P t   .c ek j
, Lt . F t a c ek be c ame Comm. a nd

Radar Offioer for the aquadron .

On  arch 22nd Lt. undby returned from the Statea wearing
a pai r of "Railroad TraGk e and very happy to discover his bossom
p a l , Lt . Ylfo od , wa s a l s o br an d i s h i n  ; t h e s a me .

On Ap r i l l Ot h Lt . Be r gh o l t vra s a t t a ch e d a.n
d a s s i gn e d t h e

 ob of Ass't-Intelligence Officer.

N'o further missions were performed by our squadron until
1 7 Apr i l 194 3 wh en 1 0 p l a n e s a n d c r ev s t o ok of f f o r F un a f u t i i n t h e
Ellice Islands to stage raids against Nauru and Tarawa . One night
was apent at Canton and they arrived there 18 April. Nauru was
bombed by nine of our planes lead by Captain Billings in conjuactio.a
with the 372nd Squadron on 20 April. This was a daylight attack and
t h e f i r s t t i  ae t h a t Na u r u h a d b e e n bomb e d . Th e f u l l a e co un t of t h i a
missian with  pictures taken over the burnin ; target appeared in the
5 J'uly 1943 copy of Life Magazine. The Japanese Air Force struek
back at our advanced base during the early morning hours of 22 April .They sent two waves vf an esti: ated six planes per wave vver the s.aa

ll
i s l a n d . Dur i n $ t h i s c on c en t r a t e d a t t a ak o ur s qu a d.r on s uf f e r e d o ur
first battle casualties an d only ones received on the ground. T/Sgt
Delbcrt B . Eriekson , S/Sgt Fli Vl.  Villiamson , 3/Sgt awen T . Wi18on
a n d S/ Sg t Ra ymon d  Y. Dr eMr w®r e k i l l e d a n d Se r g e a n t s Ba h r , Ha r mon an d
Lodge and Johnson were seriously wounded and evacuated to Samoa.Sgt J'ohnson 's wounds proved fatal . Captain Hanson diatin6uished
h i ms e l f by t r e a t i n g t h e Ar   y , Na v y , L:a r i n e a n d PZa t i v e woun d e d i n t h e
only bonb-proof shelter , the arsenal , duri.ng the raid . In reurisal
the 371st bombed Taravra with six pla.nes

in the early hours of 22
April . On completion of this sucaessful mission our planes returned
to Fuuafuti , thence to Canton and arrived back in Oahu on 24 april.

W ith the congratulations of the sguadron , Captain Billinga
r e c e i v e d h i s   ia j o r i t y on 5  da   . On 2fi Ap r i l Lt s . Ta i l i n g e r , Be c k e r
a n d  'la r r en ' s cr ews we r e a  : s i gn e d , br i n g i n g t h e s gua dr on s t r en gt h
up to 23 orews , 11 over the T;"0 strength .

With 23 planea to maintain , the 1'i
l

ne
_
was pressed to its

u t mo s t t o k e ep t h em " I n t h e P i nk '  . I n s t e a d of f i v e men on En gi n e e r -
.

ing crew s, two or three aen had to do the job. It twas the same with
all sections. The squadron tackled the job with spirit and overcame
the seemingly impossible. Beside the added duties during the day , it
was neaessary that these same nen also  ;uard the egtra planes during

_-_
the night. The morale of the sguadron held strong and all personnel

    are to be comnlended for their egcellent cooperation during this moat

S-E-C-R-E-T
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trping period .

A Tap t a s k f or c e was r epor t ed h eaded t owar d   i dway , s o t he3?lst took off with nine plenes for that island at 2400 S  iay 1943
to counter that threat. Sea searahea were conducted for three daye.I t   ras t hen dec i ded. t o abandon t he s earch snd at t ack ti' ake I s l and
agai n . On t h e morni ng of 15 l lay , ni ne of our pl anes t ook of f f r omMidway along with an equal numbar of 372nd planes. Because of bad
weather only aeven of our planes aucaeeded in locating and bombingthe target. No casualties were incurred due to enemy opposition,bnt Lt. Biahard Patten died at sea as a result oP in uries received
when the plane he was in had to make a water landing 140 milea from  Ii dway .

Finally on the e  iay the squadron received orders to paak
and re3oin the 307th Group nDown Under". Ae it developed this w ae
not to be aatually a reunion . The 371st in company with the 372nd
were to be stationed at Espiritn Santo in the New Hebridee Group and
not with the rest of the Group at Gaudalcanal . Th e next two w eeke
w ere heotic ones aa the personnel of the squadron reoeived its mostdrastic and wholesale "shake-up" since its activatibn . The abaence ofI ia 3or Bi l l i ng s , s e v e r a l combat c r e ws e n d s e v e r al S t a f f Cf f i c e r s , wh o
were still at I idway , added to the confusion. When the smoke clearedthere were only 14 Officers an d 300 enlisted men left from a count
of 115 officers and 585 enlisted r en just a few days prior to the"shake-up". Of the 14 officers and 300 enlisted men who were to
make up what really amounted to a cadre of a new 371st squadron , 7
off ieers and 125 en.l

isted men had been with the squanron sinceEphrate days nearly a year before.  11 combat crewa were transferredto the llth Group. 125 enlisted men consisting of well trained
. rmament, Radio , En.g

ineering , Comaunications, Radar , eta., weretransferred to the llth Group . 15 Enlisted m en , most of whom werek e y me n ;   / Sg t . Spr a t l e y ,   rrn. Chi e f ; T/ Sgt . He n dr i a , Pow. Tur .Fh i e f . ; S/ Sg t .   o b bi n s , 3 . S .      . an d o t h e r s ; we r e l e f t be hi nd t o r e t ur nto the states for OCS and Aviatioa Cadet Training . In their stead
we r e c e i v e d 76 en l i s t e d m.e n t o f i l l out sh or t a g e s . Th e s e me n we r e
not familiar with B-24 ts.  11 were recently graduates of   '
t e oh.n

3.c a 1 s ch oo l s an d h ad p r e v i o us e xp er i e n c e wi t h ot h e r t yp e s o f
planes and equipment . '

Fi na l l y on  +ia y 2 2n d , 7 Qf Pi c e r s and 30 0 en l i s t e d me n bo ar de d
the II . S . S . Jane 1 dams and ssoved off for Espritu Santos, aeven daysl a t e r ,  Qa j o r i3i

_
l l i n  ;s , Cap t a i n 8 an s on , Capt ai n Lund by , Zt . She af Pe r ,  ht . '̀i'eykl , Lt.
Vaacaro, Lt .  Yiggins, S/ gt. Hume, S/ gt . Paver, andSgt.  ubuohon took off by 3-24 for the same destination . They atopped

at Chrfatmas, Nadi, Pago Pago before arriving at their destination .
The boat trip was uneventful as far as enemy action was

a on c e rn ed but p ack e d f ul l o f di s c amf or t and f un an d h umo r f o r t h e
`   o f f i c e r s an d me n .  . - .

S- E- C- i  - E- T
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Th e r e we r e t h e u s ual c e r eno ni e s c r o s s i ng t h e e qu at or . y +e
were serenaded nightly by Infantry Officers and one of our enlisted

men on the mandolin and guitar . There was a newspaper published on
board.

Star classes were the main feature at night . G . I . s by
Brown 's Heanery Ina., was one of the more unpleasant happening9.  'r i e nd s h i ti a we r e e s t a bl i s h e d wi t h   :i and C'  S o f f i c e r s a   d men . Th e r e
was poker , Chess, oribba e , bridge, red dog , bingo , jig saX puzzles,
eto.   three day stop at Semoa relieved the tension of confinement

on board .   e f o und t hat   ia j or Bi l l i ngs , e t al , t ook of i' f r om t he re t h e
morning that the ahip arrived in harbor. Sorry to miss a reunion at
Pago Pago .  

We arrived at T spiritu Santos J'une 12th and disembarked June
13th. Lt. Rinker and Lt. Swant, lost to 424th squadron in  'ebruary
were there to m eet us-havin  been reassigned to the sguadzon . Then
f o l l owe d f our h e o t i c day s and- n i g ht e o f c  , 

l oa d i n b; t h e bo at . Th e t wo
squadrons built g well planned and attracti e camp with materials we had
brought with us on the boat . tiYithin three weeks, every man was
quartered in screened-in tent with a floor under him , and all offices,
supply sheds, engineering, cottmunications and specialist shops had
been built. Coral roads and paths were laid out and , an egcellent

movie theatre constructed. It is interesting to note that some out-
fits that had been at 5antos for sia or seven months still had their
m en sleeping on the ground. .

On 2 6 J un e we s t a r t ad f l y i ng s e a r c h mi s s   on s . Cr e-,: s n ewl y
assigned to the group were checked out by experienoed pilots and
navigators. These flights were generally quite routine but weather
was a definite hazard e.n

d good navigation was necessary becauae of
t h e l ac k of c h e ck - p oi n t s . T t . Fe i g en a n d c r ew f a i l e d t o r e t ur n f r om
a search m ission on 13 July 1943. Nothing was heard from them after
t ak eo t f a s t h e y wer e und e r r adi o s i l enc e . ,  11 s e a r c h e s f o r t h em we r e
negative. _

'Ne staged another raid on Tarawa from Funatuti on 28 July
1943 . Dad weather impaired the success of this mission an.

d the ahief
hazard was difficult navigations and shortage of fuel. One plene
ha d t hr e e e ng i n e s c ut out on t h e f i n a l a iop r o aah f o r l a ck oY ga eo l i n e ,
but the pilot managed to slip it in safely. Fortunately , there were
no casualties, but some of the planes were damaged .

On 25  uguat the air echelon nove  up to Guadalcanal to
relieve vur sister squadrons. The very nsat day we bombed Kahili
h i r dr or  e i n t h e f i r s t o f a  : s e r i e s o i   csut r a l i zi ng r a i d s . Dur i ng
nearly all of these missions a ,re  s

i  interception by 30 to 60

e n emy f i g h t e r s t ook l ac e a.n
d t he a nt i - ai r c r a f t f i r e was g e n er al l y

heavy and intense .
 

an indication of the etiff enemy aerial

opposition , our gunners shot down 18 enemy aircraft during the 15

  mi93 Ons f 
.own a ;ainst this important sirdrome. Despite the atrong

S - E- C- R- E- T
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defense , our losses were relatively light. S/Sgt , Holmes was killed .on 15 Sept®mber mission over Kahili when an ! A burst varriea away his
ball-turret. SfSgt. Fngland, nose gunner , was killed by aerial fire
o n 21 S e p t etnbex mi s s i on ov er Buka b i r dr ome . Th e onl p ot h e r s e r i o u8
aasualties occurred on 10 October 1943 , when Lt.  alyon was forced
to make a crash landing at Oudonga airdrome due to enemy station .Lts. Galpon , Ide and Sgt. Purdin w ere killed and the other mambera of
the orew were injured in thia crash-landing. In addition to our
mai n e r f o r t ag ai n s t Ka hi l i , a t t a c k s we r ® ma de on Buk a A,

/ D, Yi l l a on
golumbangara, and on Dallale AfD . Our last mission during this
aombat tour was against gahili on 11 4ctober.   ter being relieved we
returned to 5antos on the 14th and from there the flying personnel
went on t o l ucltl and , N, z . , f or a wel l de s erved r e s t l eave .

 eanrhile the ground echelon at Santos performed the normal
squadron functions snd helped maintain the 370th and 4 4th afraraft .Th e r e wa e l i t t l e 9Xe ].t 8  e ri t e   c ep t l or t h e t i me T.wh e. 

Ch ar l i e pai d
us a visit, killing the famous cow . It waa a happy reunion when
the air eehelon returned after their com bat tour up north . Sea
s e a r oh e s we r e r e s wne d an d n ew cr e ;r s Y  e r e cl  e ck e a o ut .  

After a m uoh needed rest at Eapiritu 5antos, the 371st air
echelon relie4ed the 424th air eahelon at Guadalcanal on 24 November .Our second Thanksgivin  overseas was celebrated with a traditional
dinner with all of the trimrnings after the mission on the 25th.Sougainville targeta kept us busy. Buka aad Bonie anti-airvraft
positions , supply and personnel arQas received most of our a ttention ,being attaened on 27 November and 3 , 14 , 16, 18 , 22 and 28 Deoember.Th® ack-ack lads on Shortland and r'aisi Islands were bom bed 1 e.n

d 12
Decem ber . Kieta on Bougainville was hit twice. The assault againat
the enemy bastion of Rabaul was begun on 19 vecember 1943. The
Christmas Eve raid against Vunakanau , one of the prinvipal airdromes
i n t h e Rab au l ar e a , vaa s on e o f t h e mo s t su c a e s s f ul of t h e mon t h . 2h e
run.w ay was so plastered that it too C tha Japa three daya to make it
a e r v i c e a bl e . Abo ut 2 5 en emy f i gh t er a i n t er a e p t ed o f wh i ah • on e was
shot down and two w ere damaged . Naturally , this was an occasion for
celebration . From all reports it was very joyous,

Chriatmas was celebrated in th e jungles of Guadalcanal with the
u s u al f e s t i v e f e as t . I t wa s a f ar ar y f r om a Wh i t e Ch r i s t ma s , bu t t h e
apirit was there .

V  e a t h e r i n t e r f e r e d wi t h op er at i on a f o r t h e r emai n de r of t h e
month . It was with pride that we looked baak on the aocomplishments
of our first year of aombat in the tropioa --- and with both apprehen-
aion and hope that w e sought to see what the next year would bring.
 'ortunately , w e w ere not able to pronostigate the future .

. , , .S- E- C- R- E- T
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A.. C. THOI  J +S ,
  Dda or , Air Corps,Comm a ndi n   .

   
   

J OHN 1K.   dCKAY,let Zt., Air Corpa,Hiatoriaal O fiaer.
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