 *n the 27th. of Jamuary 1946, I war on the Island= of Keror and Babelthuap,
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28 Feburary 1946

Jtatement of: Lientenaﬁt. Joseph F, Balgenorth, CHC, 3741,1 USNR,
Hdqts 1st Bn, 26th, Marines(Reinferced

Palaus), corinctine relicious services for the Marine personrel and the
Nat ives of these islands, i wus Lewd tnul ONe UL LuY “aWIAC “nLvsE flu
papers that he wanted te give te the Catholic Padre, This native proved te

be the chief ef the native pelice,werking under the Military Goverrment .,
The man's name was _ GITR TN A Y ‘r.

m———

I received the attached papers from this native and was told by him that they
had been entrusted te him by ene ef the Padres,ca]led Father Flias Fernandez.
He had“been told to give them to ne one except_a_Catholic  Padre,

—— ——— P

There were twe papers along with stubs such as might be issded with a bend.
Theé address ef the Padre's brother was alse enclesed,

V- limited kmewledge of Spanish, the language in which the note was written,
'eft me in doubt as to the real mature of the note se censulted ens of the

“fficers in the Military Goewermment whe knew Spanish and alse with the language
offocer attached t#tbhe Marines at Keror,

The note wasraddressed te Father Fernandez er could have been written by him,
It was not signed. In the Tight of the paper in Japanese, which seemed to be
mere in the line of a savings account, the note didn't seemed to make sense,
Being a priest myself I tried to put myself in the place of the Padre and
game to the fellowing line of theught,

I'" ‘mpressed me that the ‘adre wrete the note, not so much in the sense of

& a8gal paper but with the intention of giving a message, My impressions were
that he was trying to tell of what might be termed a shotegun business deal
that he was forced into by the Japanese, My reasons for 5 thinking are found-
-1 on the fact that sale dikscribed would mean that the Padres would be selling

- aeir home which stands right next to the church-in fact™run almost to the

srs of the church, I am sure that they wouldn't want te do this no matter
‘.. much was offered for the building and land-since the church itself would
be useless under such conditions,The only other conclusion to be reached was
that they were being forced to sell against their will, The fact that there
is no statement showing that they actual did sell further leads to belief that
they were putting off the deal as long as possible. The Japanese-if the trans-
alation I received was correct »¥ould ‘seem to indictate tgat the property was
taken anyways and that a deposit-no money-was given the Padres in the form

of a savings account which may or may not have existed in the bank.
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Con't- Statement of: Lisutenant Joseph F, Balgenorth, CHC, 374141, USNR
Hiqtrs. 1st, Bn, 26th, Marines(Reinforced)

The above is just a perbonal impression and should be talken in that light,

Tt might well be that the above business deal was,~at leaet in part, the
‘ause of the Padres falling into disfavor with the dupanese Authorities,

. That they had fallen into disfavor seams to be the common opinion of the
..~ Tnatives of both Koror and Babelthuap,

I might further add that I helq services for the Catholic Natives in quite a
few plades on the Islands and that all the natives,I have met,seem to indicate
that the Padres never left the Island and that they were killed by the Japanese,
Stories given by the natives » however, have much of controdiction about them
whér*lt comes to the real facts as to how this kd1ling happened,

A

S JOSKPH F, BALGENO
Lieut, CHC, USHNR,
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