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f AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE AREA COMMAWD .
; PACIFIC THEATZR WHC/hma*
I

APO 707
2/, Sep 46 W/

{ GSQBE 293 8 24 Jan46

SUBJECT: Request for Discontinuance of Active Search ,

TO Juartermaster General, Washington 25, D,.C,

1. Attention is invited to inclosed correspondence, N .
Y

I

‘I

i

E

i 2. Statements of eye witnesses indicate the B-24J, AAF

JL Serial No, 42-110139 crashed into the weter close to Yap Island

on 23 June 1944,

| S+ The status of all crew members has been e.hemga& from

FIA to KIA,
! 4o In view of the above and the fact that there is no :
lnown land area where a concentrated search can be mﬁa, i:t iﬂ e
E' requestéd that this h m be a ;'_M__,_'."'l‘iﬂﬁ-ﬂ to discont:
active search for the remains ﬂif 'Eh‘.ﬁ fﬁ
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IERSSUSAF, WESFAC, ARQ 707, GSQu X |
T R 70k:5, Subj: Casualty Information,
' . P

MPYQM 293 (6 May 46) ‘\ 1st Ind
Headquarters United States ery Forces, Middle Facific
|

T0: C General, Uni Sl i
: W eral, ted States Army Forces, Il’unt.ni'_;n Pacific

ATTENTION: Quartermaster-{Cen Gr Rec Br) Ny

Search of records in this headquarl;ara reveal -
taining to the deceased listed in basic commnication. O  "Stion per-

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

s _ﬁ_*ﬁt Col, AGD

Asst Adj Gen




BD STATES ARY FORCES WEST RN PACIIIC _,,-
BZETIuE CF TEE COMMANDING GENERAT,

AP0 707 Jjﬂ&
8: 1 July 46
GSQIN 704.5 6 MAY foln
; SUBJECT: Casualty Informeation
| 10 : Commanding General, United States Army Forces, Widdle
Pacifiec, AFO 938 Attn: Memorial Branech 2

1. Following is all available inforuation at this headquarters
relative to versonnel aboard a B-247, AAF Serial lo. 42-110139, miss-

ing 25 June 44 when théir aircraft crasuad in water close. to ‘Iap Is-

land.
|
| {a) Complete crew list.
| ‘Bolton, William M 2nd Lt 0750934
tChristiansen, Wesley D end Lt 0-760784
= ¢ Mossburg, Louis G 2nd Lt 0-701266
: f.ReiJ_'Lr, William I Jr 2nd It 0-701645
2 tJones, Earl B ' S/Sg 6945349
3 “Trotter, Ianjﬁﬁ'! 18139039
2 ~313153r, Hn:-bm 36645810
> 0 12184873
2 34765871 =
©4.607882
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2 BOVEARDMENT SQUALRON (H)
i APO # 324

24 June 1944
S =T= A =T =l =}l =E =N =T

Airplane # 139, Furple 2B, was flying slightly above and forward of
us on our right. I noticed a burst of flsk forward of their richt wing
as we started our bombing run. On the peel off his # 4 engine was smok-
ing very badly, but he was flying good formation. About two or three
minutes from the target he veered to the right. We dropped back to
cover him, dropping 710° of flaps and flying at 140 I.A.5. but he was
unatle to gain on us and wss losing altitude fast. I could only see
him myself by turning to the right. s

I saw at least two Zekes making passes on him. We could hear him
on VHF saying he was going to diteh. We were ‘to his left and st
6,500' when he hit the Hﬁﬁﬂf} I had to stand up and lean over to ses
him, I didn't gee 'Bh'a ship at the instant of impact, but I did see the
splas , h 3-:'édh1§ thru the water. It seemed to
T 1d see no part of the ship a:t‘:gar
s f'hﬂd ﬂ&llad Purpia ﬁB on




23RD BOVBARDVENT SQUADRON (H)

APO # 324

SuTeA=T=E=}~-E-N-T

Shortly after turn
forced Lo drop out of ©

2/, June 1944

later he began lna_ing_alti'hnﬁa an@ﬁ&ﬂa ‘ |

urd (I).
At approximately 12208

least two (2) Zekes naraT

about 6, 8001, %ha pl&

when hia right wing

next, and thm,tha__.

ﬁf Iﬂtﬁrn : -ﬁf F sl

water. The Zﬂk ade severa.

Iﬂnzhdm- 1- +his

unable to ¢ fﬁ"




23RD PBOME ARDMENT SQUAIROH (H)
Oorrfice of the Intell

jgence officer
AFO #324

23 June 1944
KISSION NUMBER: 102-175 ~Hel3

DATE OF MISSICN:

23 June 1944
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23RD Bt NE '!'.E-L.I'I-:.'_:I--T SQUALDOA ! Lil J
AFO # 324
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Adrplane 7409 OI uie .;;.*,;':,.[:ll BEomb og \H)} 307th Eomt uap

' | =y
| L -~ 4 RJLLER i 9
undersigned, observed wreck-
Adrplane which went down near the Target. Wreckage

i i = | = ’ = 3 . o - = y
+ted of parts of wing, fuselage and scattered debris. Urew

rear of Airplane #453 reported seeing a man Swimming

s g 1ife raft. Another raft was dropped to them from an

3 bv 2nd Lt. RGBERT W. HAMILTON

1 AN L Ll A0

S

RCBERT W. HAMILTON

ond Lt., Air Corps
Pilot, Ap. # 453.

Y DEC L
| Authority Hﬂnﬁgoq;
:Wﬁﬂhﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬂtﬂnnha

— S




2/ June 1944

- . . T T
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Further search 1s being made for this plane and Crews

"-'::' ] [
+alina will not go into that area because of distance from

aG!
and proximity of YAF Island.

B-24's on strike in that area will not descend to search
a1titude (1000') because of oritical fuel problem.

Boltin's waﬂar landing, Auburn 1A called
VHF, giving position of wreckage

VAP Igland. Additional
were sent to Submarine from

At time of Lt.
Submarine "ASFRO" on Channel "DY,

in terms of distance and bearing from
messages, giving position Bf wreckage,

hasSee

ARTHUR J. FINIELL,
Operations Officer

¢ BYE =X
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24, June 1944
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' first noticed Lt. Boltin's ghip in difficulty coming off the
bombing run when #4 engine was smiking badly, They were fiving of £
our right wing a little ahead of our ship. They continued to main=
tain that position for two or three minutes with s greyish yellow
smoke continuing to stream from # 4 engine. Three or Four of the
atlacking Zeros noticing his difficulty, made continual passes from
low 1 to 5 o'clock on the stricken ship. About that time, Lt. Foltin's
ship fell back toward our tail, losing altitude all the while. We

had throttled bsck to 140 MPH in an attempt to cover him, but he
dropped back in spite of our efforts.

He appeared to take a new
hesding after moving about 2,000 yards away at 7 o'clock.

Number 3 engine then appeared to emit flames for an instant,

and then began to smoke. Number 4 engine by this time was out, and

the ship veered off to our right losing altitude rapidly. To the

%rnup of 3 or 4 Zeros attacking the crippled ship, two more were
oined.

They appeared to be attacking low and level Letween 3 and
9 o'elock.

By this time the plane was around three miles away from
us about 3 o'clock and very low over the water.

‘hen the right wing
dropped sharply and the plane hit the water at what appeared to be
about a 10° angle.

It spun over on the right wing and disapreared
immediately after the nose went under. All I was able to observe
was the turbulence of the water. The foam appeared yellowish and
gimilsr in color to the smoke of the burning engines. The Zeros
continued to strafs the ares where the plane hit. I was unable to
ocbserve any crew member lesve the ship during the descent or after
the crash. As we left the scene of the accident, a sopadron of E=24's
flew across our tall low in the direction of the stricken ship.

DONALD GRAF
5/5gt, Radio Operator
Ap # 245
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T A=T=-E=ll- =T
1 p b | il .2 L B, (P ., [ E #
Cvel arcelt Alrplane 130 starting smoKing aroumd {3 engine.
O . il S ket oA O Wy i 1 = - o P rrnmat i . - s
1+ this time the PLaX stgrbed 10 drop BacK QUb <O RSTe e and cur
=1 - , DI LAECS ’ o e L o e = - | = . I TR, Sy e - e
~1gane dropped back to cover il le afforded cover unu. 1 our ammunition
. Y 2 Whae ctarted "y » n
wange ailll Fhe stIrichell snlip ia g suar LE‘-L_J. to lose Ejlt:_iJLLUE.
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uri this time nC action coula be ohserved at the Walsle
a L4 - i o kY e e loE e ot L8 ; 1a o
Dyringe the descent Of URE plane we continued to cover nim as
= § L ]
X =

: hig altitude fro about five (5) minutes.
+his stage WO (2) Zekes kept circeling and making passes, coming
£ifty (50) yards of the plane. The only firing from the plane

- ™ e - i .
$ and the Nose Turret. +Lhe plane appeatcd to be

came from the Ball Turret E ane 0
making a good water landing when the right Wwing dropped into a vertical

bank and caught the water. The nose hit at aboub the same +ime and then
there was only a 1arge splash, ocbstrueting the view of the Elane. The
tical to the watern and then «1id under. +here appeared

he was only a few +housand feet above the water.
1
)

After the crash the two enemy ships were jﬂinedrby five (g)rmﬂre
7ekes -nd all of them proceeded +o strafe the Tater ;ﬂrﬂﬂbnut'LiWE
minutes, Ve then speeded Up and Tejoined our Sguadron Formatlons

JAVES R. MAXWELL,
F/0, Air Corps
Navigator

. DECLASSIFIED
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