


VASHINGTON

{5 :ﬂ;

o VAR DEPARILFI\IT HECnE 13th %mbur Gommand, . ;
Immumws ARMY ATE FORECES ” 13th Air Force, =

e
B94TH H’)PZB,..BD:" BT SQUADROM (1)
MISSING AIR GREV REFORT

Q% AP 719
Doch &5 July 1942,

IPIPDRTANT. '.[‘h:i..; renor 'v,l be comp:.led in triplicate by each Army Air

is offﬂ cia_lly repc*' ted mis._Jlnf;‘.

- Forces orgmw_iza‘hion within 28 hours of ilie time an aircraft

' 'anumcr:fmnou- Loce.tlon AFOY ; Comnand or Air Forco_13th AF - 13th BG
Groun 6t & d):  Squadron 394 ' ;. Detaclment :
SPIOIFY : ‘Point of’ Depar‘t.tu:'e HOHOTE ATRFIELD ~ Course_Direct to YAP ISLARD

In‘bended Dastmation HONCTE. ATRFTELD

- VRATHER, GONDITION
Vieibility:

. GIVE:

. of last mowm vk
(b Specify whe
) Forced Doym;

un'* 1m mth about

:Lted ;
13 S Time 12 §lK

197 Jul

ther () Last S:Ln*bted
)-Sean to Crash; or ( )

: i
S AMD VISIBILITY ‘AT TI/E OF CRAI:H OR

. ~and Loca‘t"‘ on:Lat 08-101,
emabom:s of migsing’ a:L:vcra:f‘t

‘Type of Misgsion S CH
T LAST Tﬂf‘ PO"‘“'1

G Last Contacted Ly radio;
Inﬁumatiurh nat’ ava:z.lable.

- ATRCRAFT VAS TOST, OR 15 BELTEVED T0 FAVE BER LOST, AS A RESULT OF: (Check

only one (X) I!namy Adrcraft; ( )
as foﬁllo'v.,

Enemr Anti<Aircrafi;

3 () Other. G:chmstance

TNGINES:

(b).

"AJICIL&F”‘-“ ‘I}y-pe, Hodel :md series B- 24 3 AMAGE, Serigl Numbev_zw»wﬁ%
Type, lodel and Series. R

1830-6504 . 4.7, Sorial Humber (&)BP=/20006

BP—.!.!O’IS‘? 3 o) BP-umnl

BI‘HA 398{16

 INSTALLED WEAPOIS, (Furnish below Maler, Ty
' d .50 cal Bram;n.ﬁb)r.&achme Guns.

(a)8 Tix

pe and Serial ;xlumber)

(c)2 Fiexible 50 eal’ Bgo( diing Mechine Gung,

'I‘Hu‘ Pmd

NiliBER OF PiR S0MS ABOé.nD ALPG“.AFT Crew 10
, (S'E:artirg with pilot, furnigh the folloving
persons were aboard aircra

05 'LISTED BELOW

attach or:winal to this form.)

WERE RFTORTED 4S: ~ (a) Bati.le Casualty Bat
or (b) I?on-Ba.i:tle Casualfy :
Pasaencere______” TOTAI, 10 -
partzcul.qrs.. If moretthan 10
ft, 1ist smi_ar particuilars on eepare.te sheat a.nd

tle 0

sl h I*

CRAFT, AND f*HI‘L‘;'{ ﬂ.PIHOPRT ATE COLTRN

T0 INDICATE BASIS

Sl n:ameinrun Serial ,,q'
: Grew Position “(Lagt Name Firat ) ; Yumber ! B
C Pidnt g ir Lloncino, Dick’R Jr - GCaptain, AC . 0-390666,’17}311“1‘?0‘1@ B
Co-Filot /7 Kreinest; Robert H ;. Ist L, AC ' MIA
lavigator wlhcm Philip P Te% L, AC
Bombnrﬂﬂ er: _ A lcConnell’, Robert I LCaptein, AC
= ___iAnTerrand, Peter J T/8rt, AAR.
A_aﬁt Ensrin =er /W\-" Stromem. Yioodrow S - 8/Sxt
- fadio Ope - “Mames, Ic T/Sct, AAF
A Ty T e
Guoner /WM:GI‘I"‘ son. Joln L. S/8m%, AAF
Gunmer VCrgghee. »- Chaples erS/sm AT
; o IDENTIFY. BALOW I‘HUS"“ PERSONS ‘v’.?O A.RL‘ BELIEVED TO }LA.V"' LASTJ‘{,['TO'&"I;EDGE

FOR SAWE:

Check Only Cne Colimn:

: Contacted - : Sav
Name in Full’ i Serial v Lagh Saw Forced
¥ !g i lname Tirst Mumber . Badio Sighted Cragh - Landing
Hoodard, Vernon 0. 2nd.Lt - D=7553819 : ‘ g :
-Fake, Roger i 2nd Lt - 0-699038
3ornus, Gl renca £ F/D : T-‘-l‘}'?.'?

12 '. - IF PERSOMIEL ARE BELTHVED TO HAVE : SUR Vi‘i?LD ANS‘::’]:E’.

TN ATATTITMMS e Ca) Dice it oo o i

YIS TO ONE OF THE FOLI-

Long: 1‘38-—_;?7‘




© v S on. DOAUUNAS, Tt TSL., AG TSN 2y 1944,
by . M. NUEN 1 0apY., AG  394TH BOUBARDINT SOUADRCH (1)

b ITSSTNG AIE CHEY REFORT :
THPORTANT Th‘i.s Teport will be compiled in triplicate by each Ammy Air i

Forcas or[,ramzatlon within 48 hours of the time an aircraft
:1.5 of icially reporisd missing.,

1. ORGANIZATION: Location  AFO 719 ;. Command or Air Force l%b AF. = 13th BC
Group 5th Bomb Go (i)7 Squadron 39/4th Bomb Sa. (H) 5 Detaclment

2, SPICIFY: Point of Departure_ HOHOTR ATRFTALD ; Course D:i:recf. to Z{AI‘_IEI_;AI‘ED
Intended Destination LOMOTE ATRFIILD 3 Type of Mimsion. Strike

36 | SEATHER CDIJDI”IO:C AND VISIBILITY ‘AT TI#E OF CRASH OR 71ia LAST RE‘FO?TED:
. Vigibility vas wlinited, with about 4/10 cumulus clouds, small and scattered,

L, GIVE: (a) Date. 19 July ZZ;  Time 12351K 5 and Location Lat 08-10H, Long 138-47E,
(o of Jagh knowm wh iereabouts of migsing e_chrELf"t

(b) Specify vwhother ( ) Last Sishted: ) Last Contacted ly radio;
() Forced Down; (X) Seen: to Crash; or ( ) Informetion ndt available,
8. ‘A_’iﬂr.AF” VAR LOST, O IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEH LOUT A5 A PESU‘L‘" OF: (Chack

only one {X) Imerrur hircrafi; ( ) Enemy Antl-‘-.ircra.f‘ ( ) Other Circimstance

as follows LI
6. ATRCRAFT: "‘ype, }rode'l and series. B-% 3 AWALF. Seridl Number  Z/A-/059%
7 F‘I\! GINDS: Type, Model and Series R-L830-65A,1 AT, Serial lumber (a)BP-!JQl}
Vi) EP-»;.&'.DIB’? 3 (c) BP=A40101 5 (a)__BP-439806

8. INSTALLED WEAFOHS (I‘urnlsh below I‘.aa}{:r Trpe and .;erm‘l. Nuniber)

(a) 8 Tixed .50 cal Browniflh)kachine Guns, ( ) - $(d)_
(c)2 Fiexible 50 cal & :go(’zﬂ;]_nj- Machine Gung, (g)_ ' s(n)-

9. TIHE PERSONS LISTED BELOW WERE: RF™ORTED AS: (&) Ba‘btle' Casualty, Bg’t‘tle Cgﬂggigy_‘

or (b) Non=Battle Casualty
10. NWHBER OF P‘JP"OH.: £BOARD ATRCRAFT: Craw 10 ; Pasa engers.. - 3 TO‘I'AL

(Startmrr with n..lot furnish the Lolloumw pa.rtlculars..r T me 'mre “than: lﬂ

persons were aboard alrcraf‘t list similar particulars on separate sheet and
attach anrf:i.]m.l “to ‘thia form.)

: ol
tame in Full 7 : Serial:cirn e il
e .I-‘osition j - (Last Neme First)  Pank tanber /7770 °% - -
1. Pllot 2o Toneino. Dick B Jv S Captain, AD 0_390556,\?-{;'33111'?111&11-’\773: :
2, 'Go=Filot _AYVe“ Kreinest, Fobert B S 1sh Tt A 0—8069‘33&11" MIA q -
3. Uavipator = A Hiekey, Philip P ‘et Lt.AC ;
4o - Bombardiep:: /vw MeConnell, Robert N Captein, AC =7 359015
SR ,.Enrlnner WFarra_nd Pe‘her 5 TR A.ﬂ.r 181242474
! 5. A s Inaar. . P . ___5/5}-,.—{-,‘
Fad:  ? ST/ SEE
& g wee Col, MF 3 .
9« Gunner ﬂ'b&‘)‘"ﬁ’orr‘ison. TORRET S8/Set, AAF 36620975 + "}Sl-l‘vive .
10, Gunéius e T VCrgghead Charjes T J’rd"Siﬁg .y AAF 13119'?2'7 AR Sur\_ti?ﬂﬂ P

11, IDEI‘JTIIY ‘BELOW THOS... I-‘EIESOMS VHO ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWLEDGE GF ATR-
1 CI?AI"I‘ .(L‘ID CHECK APH{OPPIATM COLUKN 70 IIVDIC‘U’D }JASIS FOR SAME:

Checle Only One Goltmn

e SR i : Gontqcted . Baw
Hame sba kg oV G e e Serial -, By . last Saw Forced
; ast Nana. 1 Rank HMiumber" ‘Radio Sighted Orash  Landing
=ly  Wioodard, Vernon O 2nd Lt 0=755819 : :
‘2. Fake, Roger M 2nd Lt 0-699038
3. ‘Bornus,: Clarenca E R0 -T-197‘7 35

Sf 2 .LF PER.:ON L'L AR BELILV“D ’PO HAVE: SEJ'*"VIULD ANS‘:HEH?. ES.TO DI\L OF THE I’OLL-

: CYING STATRHENTS : (a) Parachu‘hea Were used. g S ; (b)Persons were geen walk. - s
'lng from scene of craah <or (c) Any other reaaon (Specify ). R
SH k BT y-omnm, OR™ s:m‘mr{, SHOVING J'LPPEO}DIIATE I,(}G.. S

-ATIGN‘ "HERL AIRGR&FI’ AS LASAT SE&.‘.‘N . {5

5 "‘ATTAG EEEEEII?‘T}"JSS DESGRIFTION oF GFASH FO"GJ_.D LILNDI’W‘ )31 OT‘EE?- CIFGIE"— i
- STANCES PERTAINING TO-MISSING ATRCRAET,

5, ATTACH X DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTANT OF SEARGH, 54 Akuf AHD GIW‘ N
iz MD-‘KERI&L,;NUEIBE OF DFFl("?B_:.“T GF'szGE HERE ;

ME T ANK

) RUALLE G ADARE?
Tajor, J{ir Corpa;
mman ding. ik




fcom. 1oE TML

. et e

mmmgs
FAR EAST ATR FORGES
APO 925

21 August 194k,

A 201-anme, Robert Ha (0)
i .‘SUBJEG B !ﬁ.asi.ng Aircraft Report.. ;

m ' Commanding Oi‘ficer, 394 Bomb Sq, 5 Bumb Gp, A.P.0. 719.
Al * (THRU: Commanding General, Thirteenth m Fq;'ce, A:P.0. 719.)

Tp date thia-h dqqe.rt.era has not received a lﬂssing Aircraft Hepart
‘ .';pertain..n 0. the ne with which First Iieutenant. ROBERT H.. KREINEST;
- 0=B06993; be ssing in action 19 July 194k4. It is desirsd that thia
| report, require by FEAF Regulation 35-45, 2} June 194k, be accamplished
and forwnrded to this headcplart.ers W th the lvast practicable delay.

- By eonmand-‘ af L.“I_.eut. enant Genemi KN NEY 2

I

 psst. Air Ad). Gen. ‘

X6 201 - KmEINEST, mm H. (o) lst Ind, " 6/5/web
- mmmmm mmmnm: AIR' mm, AP0 19, 26 August 191u+ 2

Gomand:lng ﬂcmral IIII Banhar comml, APQ: 719.
~For necouary action. : ; ;
By Gomd ol lhjor General . srm:

T

Oaptnin. Alr
Actg. Asst, Adj. Gen,.




CONEIDENIIAL

G Ltr m} Fm APD 925, dtd 21 Aug s Subjs  "Wiaging Aircraft
fe g Ragorb..,.. é H Krgigegt_(0) = R
360433 4t Ind HHB/wgh {F
'HLMHAM‘E& XITE. BerABER ‘COMAAND,, 4PO°#719, 7 Dep‘hambar 1544+ - i
ik 'l‘ Goxmmnding Gensml, ‘Thirteenth Adr Force, APO #719, .

f"or the Gammandit;g-.-(}.anaral:

AG :‘01 - MHE J.TEST, "C-‘ 'Tﬁ” = (UJ Gth Ind.
HEADQUARIERS i‘HJ.H"‘.‘E.uTn AIR T‘L!.:LCE AFQ 719, B Senteuber 1944,

10y ‘Gmmn&miing uanaral, Far Jaet .ﬁ.ir_Enrces, ARG 925,

For the Commending General:

: » =7 :
Lo A, G-E..xLl'l'z.-s' Q) -
Captain, &iT Co's, :
Actg. Asat. Add. Zen,




P03y . 6th 1d
(2L aug 44) ‘ i
‘Hmmmﬂms FAR EAST ATR FORCES, APO 925, 22 September 19ik.
0+ Co:mnandlng Officer, 3 354 Bombardment Syuadron, 5 Bomb Group,
ARO 565, Unit # 1.
(THRU : Commanding General, Thirteenth Air Force, APO 719).
1. The .:itta'ched' Missing’ .‘!.4.1‘ Crew Heport is returned herewith.,

£ i P )gis aight nfi the erew; memhers hve returned to military
control,e.n pdicatinn of that fact will be made on the weport.

3. Paragraph 12 of t.he Yissing Air Grew ﬂapovt will be

’-cumpleiad

j } Hequest that statement.s be obtained’ from each of the
survz.vors in order that a determinatien may be made as to wiat may have
happeried to the crew members who have not returned to militarf control.

5. four attention is invited to Section éc War Department
~G:chular 195, l91.‘+3 which:provides as followa:

""nvastigatmn of circumstances attending the case of any
person reported nissing or missing in action will follow vhen con:iitiana ;
indicate advisability ‘therefor, Whenever endanca juatifies a chang,e

v from repcurt of missing or misa:.ng in action to one of death, a supple~
. mentary Tepart will ‘be promptly subm::.tted. If the inform_.tlon or
_evidence is not readoaably conclusive oi‘ death, a report of all facts will

be submitted.!

: 6. Ir circumstancas are such ag to Justify a repori of death,
a corrected Ga.sualty Report will; be’ prapare:d for Lieutenant Kreinest and‘
Sergeant Stroman: in ‘accordance with FEAF Regulation 35-45, 21 June 1944,

(5 LI it s found that a chzmge in status is not justified,
request that a report of the fadts and circumstamc es upon: which a pre=
sumption of survival may be based be accomplished and added to th ia
Mlssing ﬁlr Crew Report when it is raturned.

B,--camand of Lisutenant General KENNEY:

”&bﬂfi_
J. PICCHI,
., A.G, D,
i Aadj. Cen.

a oo
ct
et
o

7}
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(=0
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Ltr, Ha F'Bu' AROY '-')..-1, . Subjd ?';is"inf_,'.!L?L"'ci‘ni"?',
Revort, To: - G0, JQ{,.‘;] R:)'.'.m Sty E-'-., HorL Qe (AT0 719,

S s e —

o201 - - Krelnest, Robert 11. (0) ThhTIndiin B 7472 ol
HEADQUARTERS ’."IxTVi MI T A C’f""", AROQ IS Y Cokaobar AR4L,
: T0: ‘Ca:zmmndmg Ganaral, XII-I,B:J};@‘mr Commnnd, AYQ 719-2,

R,
d .-h_-_n.f.l... .

By command o“ Tajor Genaral ST

(7] az.n, e C
“hgalaten Ldjus,unt Rt-v "!‘al

3 s Shh Ind”' ; : 4 ;'-{HE/\'ng
bA;{I‘EF& RITL BOLBER COMIAND, AIC a#719-2 4 October l&/p’;..

Tn < b 2%
Commanding Officer, 5th Bombamiment Group (5}, AFC 7719,

‘Tor compliance with Hth indorsement.

By Command of Brigsdiey Generel ~ATHENY:




o , e Hel2 0
*‘-::-:mncx:mmns 5TH BOUPARDMENT, GROUP (H), APO #719, 5 October 1944+ o

7 m comma.nding Dr.ficar, 39“.11 Bombardment Squadron (H), RO #7159,
| For comPliBnce.
By ordar of Golonol IIUSGRAVE:

Wiy e




_ : CONFIDEEZIAL
‘-"--msxcn Ltr., Hq FEAF, dtd 21 A %h, Subjz ul&isstns Ail'crlﬁ- Report.n

i ;  PJp/ure
-;-'mnqumr&s 294TH BOMBARIMENT: Squmzan (H), APO 719, 11 october 1944. ;

m. comanding orficer, 5th Bonbardmant. Group (H): APO 719

T ey gaal &tk Tnd, complisd with,
2. Para. #3 of 6th Ind. complied \d.th.

' 3. ‘In compliance with para. # of 6th Imi. 3 oxtract-a from 394th Bomb=-
ardmacd; :_squadron (H) . les are enclosed. This includes statements from ssven
i o:f th ‘surviving. ors, of whom four are still mambers of this squadron.
i . '8 C b nothing further to add to previous atatements.

'/ Thess four'men are captain Ipng:i.no, T/Sgt Ferrand, s/Sgt. craghoa.d, and opl christ- .

‘_-aoplos.-- i :

; be It is bal!laved that a change in the status of the missing men is
not  justified, This fa.ct is. auhst&ntiated by the enclos ed’ statmnts.

/? '/%2-’ .
\;%W

Mejor, Air gorps

2 Incly
uis.s:l.ng Alr Crew Report. .
E:ctracts from: sqin 3-2 p:Lles

e




| ' Vie Trds e
mnqumms 5TH BOMBARDLENT GROUP - (H), AP0 #719, 13 Ociober 19k,

Gommand:.ng- General, ¥IIT Bomber Command, AFO #719-2.
‘Attention invited to 10th Indorsement.
‘For the Group Commanders | :
Lin, Air CQI‘DS,
& Jut&]tl

2 Incls-" 4

n/c

0.3 : 12 Inde
mnamms nII BMER cmn APO f"lﬂ, 18 Ootober 1844,

fOl Umdi.n; Ganeral, mmu:th Adr Porce, APO ms.
‘ l'or 't'.h- cu-nd.i.ns Gmrﬂ.s

a jor s A
i :Mtg hlt. Adj.l
! Inolu - |

n/e

AGEO:u .:mmw mm(o) ' 13th Ind. .
HMDQ A EFEWK AIR'JGROR, APO 719, 23 October 19!+1+

'7@0 Gamanding Ganem.‘.l. I‘n.r Ealt A.:Lr Torces, AP0 925.

]'or tha Gonmand.ing General:




‘BASIC: |Itr, Ha, FEAP; 21 Aug! ua,? SUBJ:"Misaing Adrcraft Report" in re
g e e mxrms§ and crew] -
33 | | 14th Ind.
,lmmumrms mzms'r AIR FORGE ' APD 925, 5 N ‘H“*‘
indin Gen-ral, usma, iuﬂo 501
For: the ccmmding Gonara :

ICQHI

:-’-ls’t. u‘t ('.D. foedl
_J‘..S st. ..&11' Adg. Gazﬁ :

S

s mc 360.33.- e iy .15{1. Inda
(2 ag i) apri ‘ s
FQ UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES'IN TiE' FAR EAST, A.P.0. 501, 11 Nomber. 194k

72 {TUI Gmn&:lng Gena:ul me Adr ?a‘ces. Washingtcn 2;. D..Cy
SEPRc (AMI‘ION: Btatiahual L.ctu Erol Diviaion.) :

Ll et campliation|with War Department letter dated 23 May 13,
‘”ﬂh AG 360.33 (5-21-1531 OB-S-JLFﬂliI. subjectt 'l-!iaaing Air Craw Repm.*t" i

For 'bhe Cmandim; Generala

.b'F‘ /?m
D. ¥. ROSS

MBI T e B T 24 Lt, AGD
emanae . L G




| 394TH BOVBARDMENT SQUADRON  (H)
AP0 719

.21 July 1944

| SUBJECT: Eyewitness description of Crash of Airplane #44-4059%.

TO : Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C.

;THRU, 3.2 Channelsy, : _ : ]
- I did not see the Airplane get hit, I noticed a little hole in the

. underside of the left wing jusi between #1 and #2 engines just ahead of the

. leading edge.of the flap. It was a slow fire burning arcund the sdges of

the hole. The hole slowly got larger and larger. The fire sesmed as though

it almost went out twice.

. Tne Pilot or some other member of the Crew called me on VEF asking me
. where and how bad the fire was, I called beck and told him what 1 saw but no
one acknowledged the call.’ Just a fow minutes later I saw a man come out of
the camera hatch feet first. I was flying a little to the left and lower than
Airplane #594 so the man cleared my wing by just a few feet, I moved over to
the left away from the ship and as I did so another man came out the Camera
Hatch, Both of these parachutes cpened, Just then the Airplane (594) made a
slight dip end then leveled out again, then settled into a slow glide turning
- slightly to the right. T continued to fly straight shez’ with the rest of the!
Squadron. The fire in Airplene #594 by this time had spread the enfire length
of ‘the flap and then scmething streamed out, . It looked as though the fuel:
cell had burned through causing gasoline to leak out. The fire spread rapidly
into the fuselage. I wap able to ses through the waist window of Airplane #594
" and could see that the fire had started on the Command Deck, ‘ ,

: The mumber 2 Airplans cslled and ordered the formation to form on him,

Then I pulled into formation amgain I could not 'ses Airplane #594 but ihe members
of my crew saw nine parachutes open zs the men were bailing out, 0One man on my
Crew said he saw something come out of the Camera Hatch and fall out of sight, -
He believed it might have been a 1ife raft, My Airplane had a Camera Man on it |
and he got about ten pictures of the men bailing out, the ship on fire and of the
Airplane hitting the water. - ; / : =

Theinsw'SquadroﬁNLegﬁer made a circle to the fight and descended, I saw

three parachutes in the water and Airplane #594 burning on the water.

; Thqthuadan-in"théfbaqk of us were already dgﬁn.low over the water and
were cireling the burning plane, Ve circled and the Leader got the position
of the crashed plane and sent it out on V.H.F. and Iiaison. I listened in to,

" check the position and time and also to be sure he used the right frequency,

Wla were low on gasoline so the Squadron Leader headed for the Base. Ve ran

' 4into & lot of Tain and clouds on the way back which made it impossible for ry

redio operator to hear or send snything on the Liaison Set,

A TRUE COFY: - /8/ Clarence E. Bornus,
s * /4/ CLARENCE E. BORNUS,

18t Tts, A, ‘ " Flight Officer, Alr Gorps,
Rest. Adj Cen, ; Pliot. RpERE

!




394TH BOMBARDMENT SGUADRON (H)
il APO 719

21 July 1944

SUBJECT: Eyéwitnasa deseription of crash of Airplane #44-40594.

TO : Headquarters, Army Air Forces, ¥ashington, D.C.
‘THRU - 3/ Channels,’

" fle'did not have interception for at least five minutes after leaving the
. target, ' Scon after meeting interception I noticed a smalil spot of flame (app=
‘roximately eight inches wide) between the #1 an. /2 engine nacella of Airplane
4592, closer to #2 engine below wing trailing edes, : Lk

' ‘I was flying cn his left wing; my crew was on interphena and I was on VHF..

I could not transmit rior receive on VHF at the time, I triad to call #594 but

_could not. ‘However I could tell by the men in the waist that they were consclous
of the fire. The flame burned about the same gize for guite some tinma end T

_ stayed in formation. Seversl times 4594, dovey probably trying to blow the flame
out (I thought) but he 4id not exceed 190 MPH (I) until he leveled off again.

For a while the fire louked as though it wonld go cuis snen it increased. I

noticed the top of the fuselage Just above trailing edge of wing began to blister |

of warp from heat. About that time the waist burst into flames and the flames
blew back past tae waist windows, This wes a red flame (fuel fire) ard so was,
the flame on the wing. After that two (2) men bailed out the camera hatch while
-we were still ir formation. . Then #594, whach was the lead ship of the squadron
‘formation, dove and turned to the Tight; I saw PURPLE 1B (#2 plane in the lead
element) contime straightishead so I flew:on his.left wing, I did not’see the

men bail out but my créw counted eleven (11) chutes., Sometime later I saw the

explosion when the plaze hit the water, We circled ths enot a while in formation

and my men dropped a 1ife raft from our altitude of 6,0001, It inflated; they

didn't see it hit the water but they thought it overshot, Our ‘VHF' then ‘worked

again and FURPLE 1B, who had now assumed lsed of ‘the squadron, called to say -
that since we weére low on gas he thought we should turn on course. I agroed
because We were quite a bit later in returning than usual, PURPIE 1B said he
would send ‘in his position end I notdfied him that I wouldn't send any messages.

T'also told him we were O.K. Te then started home and later were separated by -
weanther. ey _ : : g i ia
I did not ses the attach on the lead plare (#594) but I thought I saw &

hole about the size of a 20 mm above the wing right over the fire. The fire
was just below the wing. . T

: The Navigator took down the position and time but we sent no messages, I
checked with PURPLE 1B to be sure he made all the necessary calls on the right

frequency. = : ;
: : /s/ Roger M. Fake.
/t/ ROGER . FAKE,

A TRUE [GOPY: : s { ;

AR 2 - 2nd Lt., Alr Co. i,

: Ol .3 Pilot. :

s 1st Lt., A0 f 2%
-hsst, AdJ. {




L EGONE R TN

3941'1{ BOMBABDMENT SQUADRON (H)
APO’ 719

‘ o ; 21 July 1944
SUBJECT. Eyewitness descrzption of Crash of Alrplana #44-40594.

TO : Headquarters, Army Air Forces, Wasnlngton, D.G,

P

VTHRU- Ghannals.

I did not aae the Airplane get hit, 1he first time I noticed that
',sometning wag wrong was when the Alrplanc went, into a ‘sudden dive and:one

i ‘man bailad out, £ Qllowad the ship in its dive and then ‘noticed. a largs |
rhole in the top of the lefit wing. Through this hole ‘T could ses the éntire

'center section of ‘the wing turning, - It looked very mich like the inside
of a blast furnace, I also noticed ‘through the open waist window of the
airplane that the entire 1nside of the: fuselage forward of the waist window

- was also hurnlng ln the same: mannar a5 the wing,

4 The Airplane pulled out. of its dive alter iosing only 100 feat, levelsd

o off momentarily and then' peclad off in front of me, I called for the remainder
of the' 394th Airplanes to follow ma: down and cover. the parachuting men, Just
as soon'es I could sea Airplane 594 agaﬁn I turned and followed it down. I
notlced that some Airplanss from the -other Sqnadrona ‘behind me were also going.
! dowu to cover the men, they were 1owar than I at‘ﬂﬁﬁ time,

I went down to apnroximately SODO feet and circled the area. whera he i o
Alrplane had crashed and -exploded: for- about 20 mlnutss. T did not BO any 1ower :
than 5000 fest as 5 or 6 Airplanes were circllng just above the water. : :

: Aftar ascertalnlng that at least 2 life rafts ha& been dropped and: seelng
-one’ floatlﬁa near the place the.Airplana crashed T turned on coursge and returnad
‘to the Bage. St

% Personally I only saw 5 open parachutes but my waist: gunners saw 9 open and u:
one ‘man disappear into a cloud uefcre his chute opened. We did not know whether e
; thﬁs chute opened or’ not.

T did not see any of the men ge+ into the raft or see any of them floating
. “in‘the’ water. :

/8/ Vernon 0. Wbodard,
- /t/ VERNON O. WOODARD,:

e 20d L., Adr Corps,
5. Inclosures. © . ¢ {f- vl 2o ﬁ
b a 1St Lt., Af-D-, ‘
Aaat. Adj' Gen,

Deputy Squadr*n Leader.' @
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39¢TH BOMBARDUENT SQUATRON ( H)
; AFQ 719 PR

21 July 1944

Headquartars, Arnv Alr I‘orces, Nashn.ngton, D.C.
Gha.nn@ls'.

l. The following s"tatmnant of saarch conductad i‘or missing crew of
Airnla.na #44—40594 ig extracted from the field order of +the mission.

i}

' 394th Bomb S (H), '
5th Bemb Gp ?H
4P0 719, 19 Tuly 1944,

Rescua submarine, call GARDENIA, will be in vicinity of YAF ISL-’LND, and:
will guard 4475 KCg (voice) and 8&55 KCs (cw). Dis‘iu ess calls will be s
‘broadeast direct to sutmarine, using reference point of Lat 07—00 N, A
Long 138-00 E, Code words. TUXEDO and JILL w:L'Ll refer to the poention U
~and will be used on. follmving occasiona-
; TUXEDO : When aircraft is in distress but sti]l in‘the a.i*'
JILL ¢ When aiTcraft has already’ made water landing, or
when survivers are sighted in the mter.

 NOTE: Reference point "SALIY" will continue to be used in
: _contactmg Ga'talin&s. , ]

Resctis subuarine; call PALETTATOR, will be in vicinity of TOLEAT ISLANDV i

and"wi.‘L'L operate on same frequencies, using PGPPY or MATZIE reference
_points,
Rescue Catalina, call GARDENTA 10 ( voice) and VF. (GW} will p:r-oeead
on direct course of 325 deg (T) “from LOS NEGROS ISLAND to arrive at
: La.t Oyl 5t N Long 1/2-35 E at :L'LQEK where it mll orbit until 131,.":1{
Ctang t}ereai‘ter rsturn to base, i
' Resoue Catalina, call GARDENIA 11 (voma) and PIGA (cw) will be on local
ground alert, o
Reference points for rescue yurposae in contacting Ca‘balinas are:
YAP Avea o1 SALLY Lat 05-00 N Long 142-30 B, =

WOLEAT Arvea 1 PA_PP_I Lat 02-00 N, Long 1;6-00E
' ; MIZIE : Tat 06-00 N Long 144~00E, -




' Statement on Ex‘bent i Dascription of Search, 391,1;11 ‘Bomb Sq (H), AP0 79,
‘.j_, : 21 J'uly 944, con'b'd e :

e 2 The follow:mg atatemant of sen_rch ccnducted for missing crews of
Airpla.ne #44-40594 is ex:tractad from Field Drder Wo. 118, 20 Jul:,r 1944

5th Bomb Gp (H),
AP0 719, =
20 July 1944,

?f FIELD onnm)
NUMBER 118)

2. /8. This Group wﬂl w:f.th two (2) B-24 type as_rcraft conduct a Special Search in : 1
. coordination mth Rescue’ Catalina, call GARDENIA SPECIAL, for lost crew survivors '
from YAP. strike on 19 July 1944, using the point of 08 deg 26 min N, 138 deg T
40 min & and searching in a square pat’cern .on 20 July 1944.

- Je/ ‘Orville G, Adams

/t/ ORVILLE G, ADAMS
Major, Adr ¢ Corps
i Gcmmanding

lat “L‘l'.., A (o778
 Last, 44y, dién.
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' mission. ' Due'to w

394TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
APO J19 i

27 July 1944

* SUBJECT: Rescue of the Crew of Ap #594.

% ¢ Commanding 0fficer, 394th Bombardment gquadron (H); APO 719

on 19 July 1944 this squadron was ordered to strike the dispersal
~areas on Yap Island Airdrome ab 1150K. With six B-24 type airplanes this _
squadron led the 5th Bomb Group Formation. Captain Longino, in Ap #594, led the
ather conditions’ encountered in route to the targst, the

~'squadrons became somewhat separated, and sonsequently the rendezvous at

Sorol Tsland was delayed. The Group rendezvous was accomplished, however,
' ‘and Captain Longino led them over the target at 1220K. Bombs were dropped
over the target as briefed, but bscause of the 8/10 cumulus undercast, re=
- pults of the bombing were unobserved. . Breaicing gway from the target, the
group. formation was intercspted at'1230K by five zekes, The interception
1asted for 20 minutes starting at 12,000 feet and finally breaking off at
7,500 feet. This sguadron sustained soms 12 6 15 passes, with the majority
of them coming from the nose bstween 10 and 2 ofclock, high and low. The
passes were pressed home often to within 200 yards befors they broke away.
Three of our airplanes were holed by the. eneny fighter fire. Two of these
planes received only minor damage, and the lead airplane, §#594 was shot down.

. (aptsin Jongino and his crew report that their airplane recaived at
least two 20 mm. hits in the left wing, between ths il and i#2 engines, (ne -
of ‘the fusl cells within ths wing was holed, and set afire. The flams sprsad

' to the bomb bay, whepe holed oxygen tanks relindled it, and caused a veritable

_inferno. Efforts were made to fight it, but it was soon evident that thase

" were useleas, so Captain jongino gave tie order to abandon the airplane. The
_ cvew left the airplane bstween 1247K and 1251K at approximately 08°35'N =

' 138940'E, The first two men out of the airplane were T/Sgh James and S/Sgt.
_Stroman, the two walst gunners who left by the camera hatch. Next was cpl.
chiistoplos, the tail _guhner, who went out by the camera hatch, and s/Sgt
Jorrison; the nose gunner, who left by the nose wheel door. Four more men,

© It Hickey, the navigator; Captain ycgonnell, the bombardier; T/Sgt Férrand,
the engineer, and S/Sgt Creghead, the ball gunner, leit together. All of

 these men except Captain McConnell lefu by the bomb bay. Captain yeConnsll
went out the nose whesl doors. Finally Captain Ipngino and Lt Krelfest went
out the bomb bay. _

‘- ye feel that the men tell their experiences far better than we are
capable of expressing them; for that reason we are including in this report the
personal stories of each of the survivors as they have written it. capfc.a.-i;n
JcConnell is the only one Who was injured in the descent. AS he was afraid
thet the airplane might explode any second, he jumped with only one of his leg
straps fastened. The shock ‘of the chute opening broke thres of his ribs s and:
severely bruised his leg and groin. We have interviewed him in the hospital
and his story agrees in every detail with the stories of the other crew member.
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tlair s.dh.cn und criticiams , and these: m i.ncorporatod
rapoz'tl. There ars en.“:,' two pertinent. cbservations that
these narratives, and we think that notice should be ‘made
1 of-the eight survivors are fair to excellent swimmers
X ‘n.pt s\tim, sacond&y, t.hoso aunivora nho had a

5 radio operator.
; GrmOrér gunner.

, u'ploa, assistant. mdio operator.

lat I.t. Roberft H. Kreinast, co-—pilot. :
S/ngt m:odruu Se Stx-oman, assiat&m. anginaer.

John Ea ncKelvay,

" JOHH Bo “MLKELVEY, -
capbain, Alr gorps;
g8=-2 ofﬁcar.




. 394TH BOMBARTMENT 'SQUATRON (H)
f OBOTTLS L s i

s 27 July 1944
i '_ .sUBJchr; Re.scue of tha crsw oi‘ AP #59&. :
m : Gommandin,g oi'ficer, 39M'.h Bombardment Squadron (H), APO 719.
: : BXTRACT

i .'A'_r* S Wl T

"""'Hnrra:b:l.vs chount by captain Dick ;gm,

i

he interphone ‘that our left main;.:gab anks were on .;
nding and ‘were then at ‘about 9,000 feet. ' Ths co-pilot told B
rs in the rear .were exhausted and to’ have the bonba.rdiar '

' _P_ag‘é 1




: ta.ke the one back from ‘the nose. This I did. I then throttled back to 27n (all four

© engines wers st:l.]l running) and started a faster descent. I told the rest of the
formation T was descending and asked them to cover us if I had to ditch. At this tiuws,
we wers sti11 under interception. I now asked the navigator for a bearing to the resp
cus suhmarmo which we had sighted about 30 minutes before reaching the target. He
imisdiately s‘bart.ed to work on this. %he cu-pilot now returned with the information
that the fire was out of control and we would have to abandon ship. The airplane was

; Btil.'l. on AFQE and it now nosed over into a slight dive (2000 feet a minute doacent)
'The Fight wing ‘also dropped. I attempted to recover with jAFCE but got no responss.

"I then tried manually and found we had no elevator control, but I did raise the right
wing., Now, I pushed. the ‘alarm bell button three times, but could not hear the bell = !
5 (the ball turret gunner seems to be the only one who heard it). I looked back and saw
~men  jumpdng from forward bomb-bay. I left the pilots sear and stood up, 1aam.ng over
".the’seat to coui‘.rol the wheel. I looked back and could see no ope left except the '

i co-p:.lot who was st.anding on the cat-walk looking at me. In fact, he started to ‘climb : B

* back on-the Ilight deck apparently coming back for me. T motloned for him to jump, 7 :
but he would not leave until T Joined him in the bomb bay. I believe we were at about -
'l;,GOO I‘aet whan he Jumped. I followed a few seconds later and saw the co-pilot!s chute -
' ‘open. We: ‘both Jumped from the right side of the forward bomb bay. I could feel the
. heat from the left side before I left the flight deck. After my chute opened, I looked
around ‘and saw several other chutes in the water, and several in the air. Before we
~were hit, we had held 1350 mag, and at the time we jumbed, I believe our heading was
approx:.mat.aly south. while still in the air, T watched the airplans. It was a shallow
i spiral to the right, and completed about 1.80° of turn before crashing one mile west of
ne. After hitting the water, it must have taken me about ten minutes to gat out of my |
" chute harness and inflate my \me West. I then released my sea marker dye in an effort -
i %0 gei‘. a life raft droppod to me., Two B-24's came dovn to low ult.:Ltude and one of them
‘saw me. He. clrcled ‘and made a run on me,. dropping & raft 100 yards or so down wind .
from 8. Ai‘tar reaching the raft 20 or 30 minutes later, I discovered the mi‘lating
mechanism was broken off, so I started blum_ng it up with my mouth. By about 1500K,
when I sn.ghted the rescus submarine, I had the raft about half inflated. Tha ‘sub,
‘when T first saw it, was.about one mile. downvind whers they picked up the first ampty
: Jite ‘raft. Tha sub turned, started saarchlng up wind, and picked my up at 15L9K+
' Eight oi' us were p:.cked up in the following order: :

19 July - 151..93, ca.ptan.n pick Long;mo Jre., Pilot
1612K;, Captain Robert N McConnell, bombardier
’16151(, S/Sgt. John L Morrison, armorer gumner
v1920K, S/sgt charlaa E Craghead Jr., Armorer gunner
*"1928K, T/Sgt Peter J Ferrand, engineer
2050k, 1st Lt Philip Hickey, na.ngator

20 July -»’ﬁ;éj(!;{, Cpl George Christoplos, asst Radio Operator
vI813K, T/Sgt Lonnie ¥ James, Tadio operator

* ¥* * * L3 *

* Narrative Account of 1lst It Philip P Hickey, Navigator

3 * +*

Afber some difficulty I was lifted abo:rd, and later helped below decks.  Here I
. WaB, lnokad atter by the pharmacist mate, showered, and put to bed. T was upable to
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ke, 39hth Boub Sq (a), APO 719, 27 July 19141;, subjs Rescue of the crew of Ap #59L;

.-——--n—uun—-.——————-n—-

hold u:urthing on n'w st.omach, due T tlu.nk to-the unsett.]ing ai‘fect of so much salt -

' '_Paga Thrae. -<

ER s
: =
" water. I had been in the water for eight ‘hours almost to the mihute., - :
‘Capt Iengino, Capt McConnell, s/sgt Morrison, 8/sgt Craghead, and T/Sgt Ferrand
had 'besn picked up befors me' 'in the order mentioned. The sub continued the patrol
l-throughout‘. the night, shcuting to attract attantion to themselved.
Early the next morning, cpl. chr:.atoplos was picked up after’ 17 hours in the
water. At 1830, 7/3gt James was picked up after 29% hours in the water, even though
hope had'been abandoned. This feat of staying afloat in a life vest £or such a ‘period
-of time must be tried to be fully. s.ppracittod. i
(s ther ‘search Ha.s continusd for the other crew members throughout the night of *Lhz
1 20th of July and the’ daylight hours of the 2lst. rhis effort was w;i.t-hout. avail, The
I "twWo mssing were 1st: Lt Robert Kreinest and s/bgt. Stroman, ‘

i

8 *. *

-*1‘ G wliod oo W * * *
' ‘Nérrati»véf:gccount,ihy. TZ gt Peter J 'I_"_erra.nd, Aerial J-‘.inﬁiﬁear -

: i * ¥* * i
i Ha.d. troubla gutting r:Ld c.’f m,y para.chute after landing in. the natar. Had to cut
'_lhrnuﬂ 13nes away with'my knife. Goul_dnlt find any of the rafts or emargency equi}p-
‘mmt_dropped by us, or the other plan‘ 8 in the fnrmta.on.
: ' .spotted submarine about ane hour later but they didn't see the dya from sea-
ma.rker. They were about'. 3/&- of a mile distant. - Mae ‘naat n.n.filated properly and h.s.d

L no leakde

e #* *;: "'*‘ * * Lo g *

Na:rrative _A_ccount'. ol S/Sgb charles E:Craghead Jr
“Opa ‘at.ora. Ball Gunnor .un p ﬁgb, i
v e " %
; I bega.n suimning towards where the smoke from the icrashed plane was, in hopes of
findingf:‘som ‘one with a raft or maybe Iinding aomsthmg to hold on to. The water was

! 8o rough- 1'; as almost :meossibla to float or rest any. I found the ravigator: a.nd we
3 r for two or three houra. I'b wWas 'bhan that we f.u-st saw the sub that

_ later picked Us up. ‘Tt was five of six'miles from us. Hed we had & mirror attached
; to ur Mae _est, we mig};t have been able to attract it toward us. s becam.e separated

Ve atayed togather the Test of tho even:.ng Toweard duslc o
; T :
: kep'h t.rying ’(.o 'lave and holler at- the sub until they spottad m and tumed and picked
. me up. I gave them an :Ldea. ihere the engineer and navn.gator were and they soon had

‘ t.hem aboa.rd. - s 2 ;
: : S : * o %
* W T e e

\ Narrative Account of T/sgt Lon.uie u James,
Eadio Qpera‘hor and Weist Guaer on 59k

& ) WA *:
ST looked to see 1f I ‘could see a.nythin_g or an;rona but sam not.h:mg About 1730 ur
' 1800 that evening T saw 2 sub. I howled and waived but they must not -have heard me as
they turned and went the other way. I stayed in that afternoon from about 1. nlclocl:, L
-that night and the next day. until ‘about 1800 the next eveuing. I was fighting porpoises

~r--.away i’rom me but ons 311pped up on me and hit ms in the hand and on ths ankle. 'After:

Feeoi3




iy stayi.ng in thu watai' for ‘about 30 hours with hy Mae \-,est. » Shorts and a aacket'. I was pd.ck— .
;'ad ap by a ‘sub whlch ‘brought eight of us back. Two ware misa:.ng .

Wi * gl R ) * ‘ ¥

/ Narrative Account of 8/Sgt John L Morrison
Armorer Guaner

L * W

g m{,"b.fa 'weat failed to. hold air in the i}ront compartment and the rear one ’
'-damted s eadily after it was put in use. ' To the best of mylmowledge there were two i
other :Li. (] vests that. a.ct.ed in a s:.m:u.lar mAnner.
iy ' ‘There 'seemsd to be a lack of coverage fram the remaining planes which c:.rcled
',tvd.ce, at fairly high alh:.tude, :t,naccurately dropped equipment and left. ﬁost of
this' equipme.nt was picked up by the 'submarine unused, or. da.maged. yery little of the
: qu.tipmant droppad ‘close enough to be rea.ched in the water and the remains were

S ' probably 4 53 from the high drop.

i ua ‘ships ala.rm ‘bell could not be.haa.rd and was evidentally not working. e
~were not 'aware in the nose ‘that the rest of the crew was abandoning ship until the

/first. few were seen parachuting dovm.
* B % * *

; Narratne Accou.nt ‘of cpl George Christoplos
Asst Radn.o opera.tiumsu.nmar

At '*',45

A8 as about, to:hit the water I tried to unbnck.la oy chute but I was in the

: 'watar ‘before I cuuld get: anything dons. I then procq-eded to take my harnnas ni‘f aml
gmfla‘bed one: side’of the Mae West. 'Meanwnile my chule had tangled around oy legs;

o Tuekdly I7 had a pen Iknife in my. pocket go. I cut the cuta away. Tnen I took my lea—
i <ther Jacket £f and: just reatod. T could not see anyone near me.  When 1, hit the
“the explosion and smnke i‘rum our, pla.ne. It hit about thres m.les ana.y

‘ ..i‘rom whsrc Wase.

T floated around i’or a.whila until I sighted the sub. then tock my shoes. o;EJ.

.. and threw them up in the air but they didatt see me and went right on by. T spottad
- them' again about - olulock, then aga.in around 7 atclock. At about nine or ten: '

 otclock ‘they circled around me not more than 300 feet but could not hear ms. T did

W no’c. see them e.gain ‘til dawn. They werentt very far so I pulled my dya which they

saw and p:.cked me up.,

H
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 prtracted from the 394th Bomb Sq (H), S-2, Fils, 9 October 194k,

i - ¥ : : r Jii . mww : 1 '-
e e e s e ‘{éﬁ.?ﬂmsou,
T : 301', Alr Corps,




:?-ﬁ";B,asIc. Ltr, Hq FEAF, APO o 5, dtd 21 Auz 44. Subjr lissing Aircraft
Report, ze_ R He KHEINEST (o)irait o

g0 " 2nd Ind A HrB/wgb

HEADQUAK[‘EPS XITI BOF&EEH GOPfTIHﬂ.ND AP0 #719, 25 August 1944.

A Doy Commanding.Officer, 5th Bombardment Group (H), &0 #719,

For immediate ccimpliance..,-
By Order of Golonel PICHER:

181; Lto, A“ ;
Asgt. Adj.
: : . 3rd Ind.
HEaDr U "J’.‘L'ELS ‘»‘“ri E&;--huﬂdﬂT _n‘f.C)U" (i), APU #7195 4 Sestember 1944,
T0:: Gomr.mndlng C‘reneral, &rr,}r Air Forces, U s65-1.
175 omplied 'iJlL‘b.”!..
95 Ordzipal Report wis submitted on 22 July 1944, &nd was returned
o this heddqa«:r ers by Commnding General, AITT Bomber Comsand o Ak July
for admm.on of information on ssarch. This &_erorb,@-: returned to A-=3,

| AI1I Fomber Comid ad on same cate.

¥or the Gro up Commsinder:

GRRIRECHT, -
p ud'rl, dir Corps,
mt,ewt..

1 Incls
Trie cos gy el n‘.lsrl' nge d-n.r Crew Roport with
5 aths.mn antyg re Ga;ta:_rx LOWGETIG,




