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CONFIDENTIAL
SECOND ENDORSEMENT on
CO, VMIB=-232, MAG-45,
Lth MAW, conf. ltr.
dated 19 March 1945.
From: Commander Western Carolines Sub Area.
To: Commander in Chief, U. 8. Fleet. Bkt
Via: (1) Commander Forwerd Area, Central Pacific.
(2) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet.
I
Subject: Aircraft Action Report, forwarding of. i
i Forwarded. t
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
HARINE TORPEDO ROMBING SQUADRON-232
AIRCRAFT GROUP-45, UTH HARINE AIRCRAFT WING, FMF

CARE FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRANCIS00, CALIFTORWIA

19 March 19u%

From: Commanding Officer,
To Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleet, Navy Denertment,
Washington, T,C,

Via : (1) Commending Officer, Yarine Aircraft Grows=l5,
(2) asr Defense Commwender, Yestern Carclines,
(3) Comnander Torwnrd Ares, Centvel Pacific,
(4) Commander in Chief, Pacific 7leet.

Suoject: Adreraft Action Report, forwarding of,

Reference:

Inclosure;

q

~ e e e - e = em .

{

\

2) Uanited States Taeifle Fleet Porvard Areen, Usatpenl

Pacific Seriel 0557, dated 1 tinren s,

A) Alrcraft Action Heport Mo, €0, 16 iarsh 1945
VMT3-2%2, iag-ls,

In cecordence with instructions contsined in relerence (a),
enclosure (A) is herewith svimitted,

KVU5/ glie3/RCN-hb

Serial: (089-Us

1st Fndorsement 20 March 19us

Ha,, MAZ-U5, MMAW, PMF, c¢/o Fleet Post Office, San Prencisco, Calif,

From:
To

Via

Commanding Officer,

Commander in Chief, U, s, Fleet, Wavy Department,
Washington, D, C.

(1) Air Defense Commander, Western Carolines,

(2) Commander Forward Area, Central Pscific,
(3) Commander in Chief, Pacific Tleet,

Forwarded,

/f‘ L
K hhimgion
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R, C, MaliGRUM/
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 SERML - NONE 19 MARGH 1945
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. , " Care of Fleet Post Office £ el % i
Serial: 0502 ; San Francisco, California ComFydhreaCenPec

24 March 1945
QQHELEEEIEAL
SECOND ENDORSEMENT on
CO, VMIB~232, MAG~L45,
Lth MAW, conf. 1ltr.
dated 19 March 1945,

From; Commander Western Carolines Sub A.fea.
To: Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet.
Via: (1) Commander Forwerd Area, Central Pacific. 2
(2) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet, £l

Subject: Aircraft Action Report, forwarding of. r
1. Forwarded, L

O\ ] :

A i § F,,‘

o { X1 it A ( -

W‘B by

Copy to: '

CO VMTB=232

10 0238
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" __UNITED STATES HARINE CORPS.
HARINE TORPEDO FOMBING SQUADRON-272
HARINEL AIRCRAFT GROUP-45, UTH KARINE AIRCRATT WING, FMF
CARE FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRAVCISCO, CALIFORNIA

BTSSR . TR T

19 ¥areh 1945

. From: Commending Officer,
: e 3 Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet. Navv Denartnent
A ’ B,

YWeshington, D.C.
(1) Comnending Officer, Marine firecraft Groun—hﬁ.
(2) Air Defense Comwender, Yestern Carolines,
(3) Commander Forward Ares, Centiel Paoifie,
(%) Commander in Chief, Pacific Tleet.

Via ¢

1
s

Subject: Alreraft Action Renort, Torvarding of,

Reference: (2) United Statee Facifin Fleet Forward Arves, Ceuiral

Pacific Serial 080T, dated 1 Foreh Lats,

knelosure: (A) Alrcraft Action keport Wo. €0, 15 iiarch 15h5,
VMTB-232, mAG-LF,

1. In accordsnce with instructions contained in reference (a),
enclosvure {A) is herewith submitted,

/ALY

| KY45/ Al—3 /RCH-hb :
Serial: 089-L5 1lst "ndorsement 20 March 19us
Hq., MAG-L5, Wiaw, ¥MF, c/o Fleet Post Office, San Francisco, C=lif,

! Trom Commanding Officer,
To Commender in Chief, U, . Fleet, Wavy Department,
| Washington, D, C,
Via : gl) Air Defenge Gommander,,Western Carolines,
(2) Commander Forward Area, Central Pacific,
(2) Commander in Chief, Pacific Tleet,

1, Forwarded,

i f/ r
_f r‘{J WL meber oo

R, C, HaliGRU/
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(al Unit Reporting ___VMTB=232 (b) Based on or at, Mnr: ne a”: Basa u“ th! (c] Repor'r No. T gg e - |
!
Tlme (LZT). Qﬁ 1 Xing (Zone): Lat. -10° 1* N iong. 139° 47t = ’

lé) Mission (f) Time of Re'turn 1240 Eing (Zone)
See Narrative, Page

[l. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS R:PORT

(d) Take off- Date_16 March 1945

Glide bomd Yap Airstrip, Yap Island -

, e

T R NUMBER g
TYPE SQUADRON . BOMBS AND TORPEDOES z
TG T Eigpsing | RGNS e e
lal Ibi le) (d} fel 1) . {g)
TMTB~ : el nose
TBif3 232 12 12 1l - 1000 1b, G.P, «02h tail
11l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON |  NUMBER BASE
PBEY-54 | YPR=23 i i e, Ulithi
1V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only),
T?p)g _.5'8, NO._ENEAGING TiE LocaTioN oF BOMBS, TORPEBOES CARRIED; CAMOUFAGE AND
O3SERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
None {20KE)
- {ZONE)
| i {ZONB)
th) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)
Did Any Part of
i) Encounter{s) Qccur in Clouds?__________If so, Describe Clouds
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day ard Brilliance
(j* of Sun or Moon - (k) Visibility.
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST: ETC.) (MILES)
- Y. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).
rv’ﬂe _1bl DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: le) td
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANCLE é’t‘i’?ﬁ%%
__Hone |
i
10 pohe
- UZ U0

ALLSEY = MTD. BY TRE EGRY AEGISTIR CD., PRTENTED
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2] .t ¢ USE. TYPE EN | WHERE i-'IT ANGLE (List armer,  EXTENT-OF LOSS OR CAMAGE,
YPE OWNA/C | SQUADRDN TYPE GU\‘ OR. Opp_‘m\ IONAL CAUSE ; self-sealing tanks, equipment h|H ) (Give Bureau serial number of planes cestreyed)

- X
! TBM-3 |vMTB-233 *Probably 40 mm A/A | Left wing ____ , Losh: Buresn No, 68526
2. TEM-3 [VMIB-232 Blagt from ground explqsion Right horizontal | Severe damage: No. 08584
i I —-stahilizer, Right | See page 5,
5 elevator, Right &
ST " o . ~left wing ——
S ]
T = S
8 Yor structural failure, A —
2 o S - o .
10 B I ]

12 i o o
13 X
Mo | N
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
a c id! (e}
n'uo) gou;nhmlnow NAME, RAN(KIOP. RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
1 MMTB-232 Crowley, Joseph-2nd Lt, | Structursl feilure or | Missing
——1— = VQMMS%E%MJG___—EDMAWLPM ; Missing
Zenneth D -PF0 | to _erash Migsing
om wm:a_"aa Johnson, Hoyt C.,Jr,-Corp,| Blast from ground explosion Slightly woupnded
:_ F -
B i ]
- \ f
VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
lai b tdi (e) ) lgl TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED ih)
TYAZ AILES MEES Av. HOLRS AN FUEL AV FUEL | NO_CF PLANES
A/C out RETURN | 1N AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 2004 M RETURNING
TBY=3 | 100 100 **2 0 326 130 E5Q L2 XL
*e3,5 | 306 228
_**5 plenes. **_'{3_pj.m_i.__8;eu : | Fage U4, 1

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

- CALIBER NGNE MEAGFR MODERATE INTENSE
FEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over X )
MECIUM — lmpact-iused shells, 20mm-S0mm X
LIGHT — Machine gua bullets, 6 Smm-13 2mm b

- X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check iist at left).

SPEZD, CLIME,
ar vanous gltitucdas

TURNY
BIvES
CEILINGS
PANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

Not epplicable

ALLRET -
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na,

(a) Taraet(s) ard Location(s) Y@p Adrstrip, Yap Island

L R I e

410-969-8843

¥

Mark Swank

(b)- Turﬁe Over Targe’r(sl 095¢ KO (Zone) ™

({FOR SHIPS INCLUCE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

(c) Clouds Over Target CAVU : . :
(BASC IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
(d) Visibility of Target Cleer le) Visibility 30
- (CLEAR. HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSGURED BY CLOUDS. ETC.) IMILES)
¢ 5w 2lide : i None
{(f) Bombing Tactics: Type L Bomb Sight Usad
- (LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) d (TYFE)
Bombs Oropped cer Run__ 1 Spacing Altitude of Bomb Release 2000
(NUMBER) (FEET) . . {FEETY
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Greund: Destroved_ None Probably Destroyed __ None Damaged_ﬁn_-‘;’_ﬁ_
; 6] e 2 g = m [ Tal
P LS OIMERSICRS OR LA NC A/C ATTACXING | BOMES AND AMMUNITION KO FTTsOn | DAMAGE (None sichi
a i B TONNAGE ENXPEHDED FACH AIMING 20°NT Aiming Pant sericus, destreved or suakl
i 2001 = .
___gc‘ip Alrstrip o LERn ! _.I-':I'-ﬁ‘B—QBE 12 - 1000 G,P. b Serious
2 ; -
3 i .
- . SER — = .
: L e f,..__ﬁ —
S ” B ] /N .
[ i—_-% "—1‘
4 Vo Sl P 5 < = e e e i = e e A e A S e o+ s o e e e SP— — ;
7
. et o | —
S A N N -
(o} RESULTS: !For a'] hats cisimed on ship argets and for tand targets of special nlesest. draw diaciam, 1¢p or sice view or both, a: aporepricte, srowing tyce and location

or nils.  For all targets give iscatior and ofiec: of 'n'ts, arc id2=hify by numbers above. L addiliona’ sheets if

N

Plane

damagzed by

blast from
ground explosion

<

hetogiophs Tecen

Tecessary),

Plepne reported to

have crashed here 5
and e:mlorled.J

AfA
Revorted

X's show where bombs landed
according to interrogation,

o]

Fhetogranrs of Darage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple

ALLZET - Mi9, 3% THE CGRY REGISTIR UL, PATENTED
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEmMY | - -

OWN AIRCRAFT -

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds ‘

Approact Tactics

Use cf Cover, Deception

Angles of ‘Attack and
Their EHectiveness

Disfance of Opening Fire

Deferse Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Merhod of Locating, D.stance
Disposition

Altitudes

Sceccs

Appreach Tacrics

IUse of Cover, Daceplion
Angles af Actack

Distarce of Cpenng Fice
Defensive Tarctics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Cwn Weaknesses
Ener~v Weoknesses
Offersive Tarlzs, Owr

i ", Enemy
Deficngioe Tect s, Own

L ", Enemvy
Flexible Gunnery, Cwn
Escort Tacrics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircrafr

Tune the fourth

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method cf Locating Targat
Approach to Targe:
Alvitudes, Speeds
Appreacn )
Dve
Puli-Ou?
Dive Angle
Strafing
retiremert
Defensive Tectics
Use of jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactcs, Shps
Congeaiment
Searchl'ghts
Night Fughiar Tect s
lJse of .amming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

3cmbing Tactics
Torpede Tactics
tfiechveness of
Sembe, Torordoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensiva Tacl oy
Use or Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
3riefirg

‘the alr by a ground explosion,

{tomb or by

OPERATIONAL

Navigat:on

Eoming

Rendezvous
fecoan:tion, Ships
Communications
Fligat Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Ocerztions
Maintenance

Mark Swank 410-969-8849
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Alllplanes;todk off from Marine Alr Base, Ulithi‘bﬁ‘igfﬂ§¥35?19#§?“wuya
PBY-54 (Durbe) at 0903 King Time and the 12 TBM-3's for the strike at 0911
King Time, Bach striking vlane carried one 1000 1b, G.P. bomb,

Major Allsn L. Feldmeier, USMC was strike leader and led the first
division of & plenes. Ceptain Carol D, Delton, USMC led the second divisiox
ot € planes, '

The terget was Yoo Airstrip on Yap Island, a narrow section of which
near the center hed been reported os operational, Target dimensions were
200 feet by H6RO feet, Weather was CAVU,

The nlanes sporosched the target from the southeast st 9000 feet and
broke off to the southwest using elifes of 35 to U0 degrees, sterting at
K500 feet, rolessing at 2000 feet and oulling ont between 1000 and 1500 fee

A plane piloted by Second Lieutenent Crowley (031322) USMCR (SSN Q980)
niene in the second divisgion., After it started its glide fo
the attack, vhile lLetween €000 and 8000 feet, it flipped over and was ob-
eerved o have lost all or nart of the left wing, OCuaners in another plene
renorted that they hed seen Lieutensnt Crowlev's mlane cartwheel and spin t
the ground near the nortineset querter of the Yon Airstrin where it exploded
Ho one wss geen narachwting from 4the nlene, The crewmen who are missing
with Lisutenant Crowley are FFC Ndgar Russell Forcross (470313) USHCR (SSH-
757) =nd FFC Xenneth Devid 01llispie (&UR2203) USHCR (SSH-71hL), .

A plune niloted by Second Lieutenznt Seamvel J, Griffin, USMCR whil
mualiing cut of ite glide was between 1000 end 1200 feet near the southwest
end of the Tap slrstrin when it was stirvei by a mass of debrie hurled into
The nlane was damaged and the radio-gunmer,
Corporal Hoyt C. Johnson, Jr, (868L2K) USMCR received a laceration of the
left thigh and multiple abrasions of the left leg. The laceration reguired
2 sutures, It is not known whether the nlane was demzged by en exploding
the explosion of a fuel or ammunition dwm hit by strafing., Yo
LDombs were remorted %o have struck the ares frem which the explosion csme,
Two other wilots in the second division reported that they felt ~ strong
concussion as they vassed over the southwest end of the Yan strin but their
nlanes were not danaged,

12 tombs, inclvding that in the nlane which
the target and sn estimated & hits were
strafed the target area,

Lisht anti-rircraft
veat sice af

crashed, ware expended ot

scored or the striw, The vlenes

Tire wae abmerved from 2 nositions =2long the nortl
sy Alratrin, Yo fire hind heen observed at the time that
Lieuvtan=nt Crovley's »lane started o crash bhut it 1is believed that he
might have been hit by UD or 7% me fira,

One »ilot revorted that he saw = Frances on the ground 50 yerds south
of the center nf Tan Alrsirio. (Suhsequent reconnalgsance falled to locate
the Fronces.)

The Rnlly Point was & miles southwest of Ven at 2000 feet, iajor
Feldmeler and two other pmilots remalned in the vicinity of Yap for evoroxi-
mately one and one helf hours sesrching for signs of Lieutenant Crowley and
sunners vwithout result, The other nlanss started at once for their base,

Bight TBl's returned to iarine Alr Base, Ulithl at 1112 King Time and
three TBM's at 12U) King Time, The PBY returned at 1410 King Time,

SLLEE] — MFD BY THE EGAY RECISTOR €N, raTEnTED
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ARMAMENT "~
Gung, Cunsights
Turrets
Ammunticn
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releaces

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Redar
Homing Davices
Visual Sigrais
Caces, Cighers

RECOGNITION
IFF
Sicnals
Bat-le L:ghts
Preceaures

PROTECTIONM
Armor; Peinls and Angles
of Fire Nezdi~q Fartiar
Proteciion
Leak Prozfirg

EMERGENCY EQUIPMEAT
Parachutes
Life Belis, Life Rzfig
Safe-y Beits
Eme-gency Xite
Retiors, Tirst Alc

NAVIGATICNAL EQUIPMERT
Cempasses
Zrftsights
Ccrants
Auvtemelizc Dilcts
Clarts
Field Lightirg

INSTRUMENTS
Flialt
Powser Flant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Centeol Surfacas

Cantral Sestemn

Dive Flazs

Leadine Gear

FHeat'ng System

Flaht Charactenistics

Az Various Load'ngs

POWER PLANT

Sngines

Engine Azcassoriss
Prege lors
Luariceting Syitem
Slar-ars
Exihzast Jampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
fuxiiary Plan

Liahts
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FAC‘UTIES
Plare Sarscicg Fguos mz:n!
Parsgrael Facaities

EFORT PREPQPF w/m

//Aﬁ:@fi?t./ Teilg,,

Mark Swank 410-969-8849
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Cne TBM-3, Bureeu To, 68526, lost all or vert of the left wing
at the target between 6000 and 8000 feet, This plane hed only 59,2
hours of flying prior to the strike on shich it creshed, Loss of the
wing might have been due to either enti-aircraft fire or structural
Tailure, Ulo antl-alreraft fire was seen at the time that the plane
lost its vi ng.

Anotiher W3k-3, Bureen o, ESG%“ was demeged by concussion snd
debria fram a ground exvlosion wﬂxch tore off the right horizontal
stebilizer, e ernlosion dameged both wings, nutting a small hole
or the leading edge of esch ead zeriously wealen 1ing the main strut
af tie Left wing,

APPROVEL.FY!
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