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15 July 1948,

Reverend Vincent I, Kennally, 8/J
Navy 3410, Truk, Caroline Islands

- Rep ~Bxecution of Catholic Religious in the PalnuInllnda
Dear Reverend Father, EOR

, -In reply te your recent oral inquiry regarding the executi ) fis:
Cathelic priests in the Palau Islands, the records of this effics indl
that the four Catholic priests and two Cathelic brether lonary, A
- duty in the Palau Islande were, sometime in September, 1944, taken frem i i

the various islends on which they had been stationed sng gathered et :
home of one Agapite C, Hondoners on Bsbelthuap Island, Palau Iglands, &

The names of the religious and their nationalities are as fbliii
(1) Luis Blanco Y, Suerez,
: of Yep Islend,

(2) Bernarde De La Espriells,
-~ resident of Yap Igland,
;:(BJ'HarihB Dé La Hom, Catholic priest,
" .{ Kerer Talend, - :

*

”:(4) Elialeérnanﬁez Gonzalez, Catholic pfiest, Epani sh néfiﬁngl,
resident of Korer Island, _ S

(5) Francisco Hernendes ¥, Escudero, Cethelic brother, Spanigh "
natlonal, resident of Yep Islend, snd P

(6) Emilio Viller, Getholic brother
Koror Island,

The Hondonere home vas locsted on Pabelthuep Island, appro:ﬁmdtelji

one mile from the headquarters of the Japenese Kempsital (Hilitary Police),"
This perticuler ergarization vesn headed bty Lieutensnt Colonel M{

yazaki, SN
Imperiel Jepsnese Army, HMe wsre epperently under the impression that the Ry
missioneries snd the Fondonern vere aeting os episc for the American
forces, enc it weg Lherefors “pet oo i elscute ther, Thore 1g @ great




‘several officers, nonecomnissioned officers; and enlisted men of th
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likelihoed that this mstter had besn discussed with the commanding grticqr
of the lith Division, Lieutenant CGeneral Inoue, for at an assembly held
on the dey of the execution, namely, September 18th, 1944¢ Miyagaki
that the execution wes veing performed upon the erdara af Headquart

On September 18th, 1944, lilyazaki lead an armsd party consisting e

Kempeitel te thn home of the Hondoneros, The six religious and thq'
four members ef the Hondonero family were loaded abeard twe trucks: ‘and
were driven some distance frem the i'ondonero's house, When they were
removed from the trucks their hends were bound behind them, They'varo
lead & short distence intoe the jungle where e grave had already been'/d =y
prepered, The victius were all forced to kneel et the side of this epen

grave end were shot with pletols 2nd rifles, Their bodies were tumbled
into the prave &nd the ygrave wis cloned, Sometime efter the end of the

war and prior to the eccupstion of Debelthusp Island by the Amarican armn‘
forces, the bodies were dug up end cremeted,

For the murder of Llhe six ieligious and the four Hondonere's, :
twenty of the members of the Kempeitei were tried by the Uilitary Commiasinnﬁ*
convened by the Commender lierienes Aree, Eighteen of the twenty were - 55
convicted on 25 Merch 1948 end sentenced on the seme dey te various, termggg*%
of imprigonment, ranging frcm ten yesrs to twenty-five years, It.w e

impessible to try the principal culprit, Lieutenant Colenel Hiyaza
he committed suicide in Japan.

The execution of the religious will slso constitute a charge ugains
Lieutanant Ganeral Inoue at his fertheoming triel,

Very truly yours,

M. E, CURRIE,
Commander, U.S.N.R.,
Acting Director of War Grimes,
U. S. Pacific Fleet,






