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HEADWARTTRS SO7TH BO{BARLITHT GROUP (4) . WaD/gm/gec
Office of the Intellisenze Office=

APO# 713
13 July 1944

€ 2-JSOLIDATED 'iISSION RREFORT N0, 307-302

R .

18 July 1944,

.8 Group i3.sh four (4) sl x (6) plane sqﬁadrons,'will attack
LP Town, YAP ISLAND, at 1150/, 13 July 1944,

Frior to reaching the IP a loss of 500 £t in altitude will be ac.
complishod, The Sguadrons will bomb in trail with flights jave-
lin down within Sguadrons. The 372nd Squadron will proceed over
the turget first with 424th, 370th and 371lst Squadrons followin
in trail in that order. ILead bombardiers of each Syuadron will
sizht for range and deflection; all.other bombardiers for ruangu
only. The bombing -airspeed will be 160 MPH (1), The bomb inter..
vel will be; 6 stations - 240 £t; 7 atations - 200 f£t; for all

s _. ~drons, . '

“oack Altivudess  372nd Squadron -~ 13,900 ft.

- 424th Squadron - 13,600 ft.
370th Squadron - 13,300 ft.
371lst Squadron - 13,000 ft.

- Bomb Aiming Points: For all Squadrons: Deflection -~ A line run-
n“ng sligntly W of fork in first road S of E causeway and run -
ning along B shore road 750 £t S of B oauseway.

Range ~« A line running
on and parallel to the second road § of E causeway.

Jivadrawals A righv turn will be made off the target at 170 ",
The normal box formation will be resumed after bombs away.

Alteraate Target: CSecondary - Best available on VAP ISLJID,
Tertiary - Enemy installations on SOROL ISIS

jone scheduled.,

- ©i ol 15 planes eurried 7 x 5007 G bombs.
+ot1 et 8 planes corried 6 x 500: GP bonmbs,
s.¢oplane carried 10 x 250:f GP bonbs.
i1 beubs were instantansously fuzed .
dotul Jorried: 153 x 5C0.% bombs,

10 x 2505+ bombs.

VARGETS ATTACKED . South YAP Tovn, YAP TSLAND and SOROL ISIAMND,

LRPLANES : 7 liberators six each frem the 370t1, 571st, 37Pnd and 424th
4 PLOYED 2 wfronge 20 plenes bombed the prinary teeget and 4 planes
v .34 SOROL IS/ Rudio Station ar:a,

TAKR OFF T UOKERANG, at 0550 - 0700/%, 13 July 1944,
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*+ IKERANG to SOROL ISLAND to IP (09925'N - 138°11'E) 2o target.
Tho route altitude was 8,000 ft buse, The route airspeod as
iteturn route was direct to base,

From base to target, .3 - ,4 scattered cumulus undercast with
2000 - 5000 ft-tops and .1 -.,3 cirrus overcast bused at 11,000,
Over target, .4 scattered cumulus with tops at 4000 - 12,000 7%,
-1d high cirrus overcast at 20,000 ft; From target to 1915'y, .3
- »4 scattered cunulus with 5000 ft tops, Frontal conditions,
71th turbulence und rain, lay botween 01915ty - 00955'S to b,
o = o4 towering oumulus with 10,000 £t tops.

0 ATION t Sjuadrons in trail, and javelin dowm within Sguedrons.
"FLOYED ' | ‘ |

sy ALTITUDE & ¢ Primary target was bombed at 1225 - 1229/K from a true altitude
2IING OF of 13,700 - 14,800 ft, on a magnetic heading of 330 - 345°,
y Rudio Statio area, SOROL ISLAND, was bombed at 1122 - 1209/%,
© from a trus ultitude of 4,200 - 7,600 ft, on magnctic heading
- varying from 30° to 259°,

2J. 143 OROPPED 125 x 500:# bombs were dropped over. primary target.
10 x 2504 bombs wére dropped over primary target,
27 x 500# bombs were dropped over SOROL ISLAND.
1 x 500 bombs was jettisoned.
1457x 500 bombs) _
10 x 250 4 bg:nba) iotal Carried.

a3 RELL..IE . 1l lead Squadron bombardiers sijhted for range and deflection;
rRCCEDURE ' .1 other bomburdicrs sighted for range only.

SAULDRON GROUND SPEED  INTERVAL AIMING POINTS |
37end I35 - 215 P2 T X 2007 R&D: Suilding on L-1 roed
e x 240' just N of bend in coaust road,
]l slavo in primary target, |

©24th 182 - 196 /P 2 x 240' RzD: Sume as 372nd Sqyuadron
- 1 x 200t primary turget, -
1 x 210 '
2 x 50t _R&D: Redio Stution and bu:.
' ing N of Rudio Statvion, S.
ISIH&ND .

o70th 125-210 ifPH 4 x 200' R&D: 200t S of bend in o
1 x 240* road S ond of primary tur, .,
1l x indiv-R&D: Rudio Station S0R0L T.i.
idual runs

371at . 202-217 1P S x 200' -R&D: Sume as 370th Sjuadron, -
2 X 440' primary turget.
1 x 50" R&D: Pier W of Radio Statio:.
SOROL ISLAHD, - '

. QB HITS an cxcellent pattern blankoted the primary target, 41l bombg
OBSERVED  nls within the assignnd target, except for approximately six in
| tho wator and four bombs which hit in the central portion of N
Y#:P Tmm- : '
it SOROL T3LAND, bombs wore observed to hit neur tho pier and
nar The tauildings NW of the ‘Radio Station,
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LSILTS One large firu wus observed in the S end and a larpe explosion
nd fire was sven near the road_ junction ut tho I ond of the pri-
asry target. The B,0,7, was believed to huve roceived a diract
hit, Hcavy smokc oovered the entire arca, A fire 7as ulso ob-
surved in tho central portion of N YAP Tovm.,

Onc of the buildings located NW of the Radio Stution at SOROL
SOROL ISLAMD was hit, followed by un explosion andiibluclk s1oke,

2, Inl Hone.,
CONDITTON

FTECTI

BOTLT S

Jeavy und medium, slight, inaccurute A4 firo wus received, The
hoavy 4j, fire was high and the medium #A fire was low.

ENEMY | . *s = 15 cnemy fighturs closed with our formation about five min-

INTERCEF: - 2 4Ccs bofore the bomb run and uttacked for 40 minutos. they con-
sisted of 1 Tony (dirty silver in color), 1 possible Raidon or
Tojo (reddish brovmn in color), 6-7 Hamps,and the remuinder wore
Zekes, |
Frontal attacks, both level and high, predominated, wi th several
high 6 o'clock pusses noted by the rear plunes of the formutica.
sager attucks wore pressed to 100 - 200 £t in some cages, while
che others were brokon off at 200 - 500 yurds, Only a few boeun
tticks were noted, |
~proximately 30 phosophorcous bambs were dropped with accurncy
.. the Group formation. Severzl planes flew through tho stre tm-
-rs8 of these bombs, . few were reported us huving black bursti.
Jive BfA were destroyed; -

/G547, Cupt, Dixon, ‘pilot (i-1, 372nd Squudron)

S/sgt Biggerstafl, nosc gunncr, scored a kill on o Zeke attuck-
ing from 11 o'clock und high, closing to about 200 yurds., The
at:ke rolled over und tho pilot bailed out., Yonfirmed by S/sgt
ilolt, tail gunuer.

A/G #542, Lt., Dryer, pilot (A-2, 372nd Squadron):

“E£%Te M.L, Hinohey, nose gumner, caught a Zcke in nis gunfire :
1t uttucked from 12 otclock und lovol., It ciosed to 100 yards,
whare purt of the engirie cowling flew off, an expression geourr
v in the cockpit, und the plune foll off in & dive und erushed
in th: water., Sgt. Dunley, bull ‘gunner, witnessed the crush,

a1 #455, Lt. Kutos, pilot (i=1, 371st Squadron):

Sete Ginter, top turrct gunner, knocked dowvn 4o Zoko uttucking

from 12 o'clock und level. ZThis B/ olosed to 150 - 200 yurds

~ aro it parted company with its wing section. Both the wing
‘d the p.ane wus seen to crash in the water off ths South tip

0 YAP ISLAND by Lt. Clurk, bomburdier, on the sume crew, .

5/ # 075, 1t. Dufur, pilot (4-3, 370th Squadron)s
W‘S—Gﬁme as it clasad
to 250 yards from 3 ofclock und high. The E/A fell off und
oxplodad in the uir, us witnessod by S/Sgt Wiatrowski, right

wiist gunner, on the sume crew,
;;bjﬁog, Lt. Bull, pilot (370th Squadron): -
.. adair, pilo%, und SgG. HUrS all, ball gunner, in A/t #857
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271st Squadron) reported thut S/Sgt Zoltmunn, top-turrot gumncr

< A/'b-,% 609, lmockod dovm a Zeke as it attaoked from B ofclook

:d highe They obsorved S/Sgt Zeltmann to fire at the B/a, and

v 2 Zeke to crush into the ocoan, A/C:# 603 later crashed (sc¢+
' lumage, Injury or Loss), '

LG ORr LOSS n/C# 609; Lte Ball, pilot, crashod into the ocoan ut 089481y -
~ 138950°F, between 1250 and 2255/K as rosult of E/.r‘:. fires Normul
' orew complimont of ten men wore abosrd, This plane lost #1 cn-
tine just aftor making thoe turn off the bomb run. The plane
slowecd its speed and it was immedintely attucked by 5 - 6 E/A.
2 cngine then began to smoko and bugun losing ultitude rapidly,
znd finally crushed. Two mon wero observed in the vator, omne tr -
irg to get into a partiully inflated life ruft, and the othor
within o fow foot of the raft. *ho plunc floated for 3 -~ 4 min-
utes, but broke up, and much dobris (bomb buy tank, oxygen bot-
tlus, cte) wis in the urea, | :
Pour planns were holed by B/. fire, one plune was slightly dum-
5ud by o phosphorous bomb, and two plancs receivod small holos
fron i fire, - |

*»  Onc small AKX wus Scon in the cove North of Horth Y.P Town.,
Two burges at pior in South YiP Town., .

. & possible SS wus obsurved in the vicinity of, and heading
for the placo where 4/C# 609 orashud., This was obsorved as
the formation made a 360° turn to covor the wrecked plana.
Several ercews reportod secing two E/i releuse silver colorad
objects resombling auxiliury gesoline tunice during tho intor-

- ‘eoption, Furthor idontificution or doscription could not bn
nade,

RADIO DISCIPLINE : Mintained,

PHOTOCRAPHS + ire tuken and prolinminusry interprotution shows;

T Towd - | _ S '

;. Excollont photos show 91 bursts in the target aroa out of
125 x 500 and 10 x 250:f bombs dropped. -

“s The lurgest concontrution of bombs fell along the Bust co
sturting at a point 1000 yards South of tho inlet and wal ..
ing to tho South edge of the -inlot, | -

Je Throo large oxplosions ure obscrved ulong tho coust roud .
fentioring dobris far out into the wuter., At lodst four
nuildings in tho vicinity of the officors barrucks arca rio-

.¢oivod direct hits, Smoke obscurcs ‘further dumigo 285065 5=
ment, | .
a0 sSuring of bombs fell in a Yorth-South traim 500 yards
West of the Bust shore scurting ot o point 1000 yardas South
of the inlet und wulking to tho South odge of tho inlot,
11 bursts ure obscrved in the wuter, 8 along the ‘Bust shora
und § in the inlot, .
4 bombs foll on the hill in the center of YAD Town cuusing
- onc oxplosion, - .
4 bursts arc obsorwed along the whurf on the South shore of
the inlet,
L TSLiND, o

Iz oaplote photo covoruge of bombs dropped show 8 splashes

in- the wator off the E.st shoro of SOROL ISLAND,
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xsclleat in accordunce with 13 AR Direovwivu, d?tOd 27 nugust -

1343

b K, ot 1834 » 1900/% 13 July 1344,

273 (E/O}Tqauuu,‘pilct) bo.abed SORIL ISLAND because an exces.-
. _asoline eoasuiption varouse to cundozvous mudo doudtful the
probaoility of hitcia, priunary surgot und roturmiag sufuly to vase,

4/0 264, (Le. dwoler, pilot) wus ouc .our late ia wuling, off
(zaused by chaagu or plunus just prior to scavdulud tuie-off) and
wis wabole vO satca tas for.aation. 20 boubed SOIL 15w D,

-'—; F ¥

o iaully s:edulsd planv fuilud to chuck out, ascossitating a ¢
¢ :iuaes. ¢ was unable to cuteh Tae forantion und bu.ibod SO010L

)

/v t 545, (Lt. Yiamerle, pilot) took off omu hour late bocause

. #6810, Lt. Coviigton, pilot) aud u saort circuit in the intur-~ .
L2001 SySt.a und an iaopperative nosu tuiret vitrouto €o Turgut,
uind boibed S0WL 15L.2D,

Ao 2101, (Lt. Guild, pilow) juttisoned 1 X 300:£ bo b euroute to

) F
carget in osdos to ke»p up with foraavio..

'
|J..
e ¥V,

0277 B, DU ¢ Lul

SO T

1st L%., ir Corps,
n35't. Intuell. Officer,

Group Sozaandur 1 copy
S Ju.urons 1 copy weach
X711 Bo.abur voxiand 22 coplus
.sistical Officor 1 cogy

- v copios
..rat.ons 1 cody
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