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"(b)™ Specify whether (X). Last-sighted; ( ). Last contacteu oy radio;- .
(X) Forced down; (X). sSeen to Crash; or { } Information not available
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(starting with pilot, furnish the followmg particulars: If more than 11
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. Name in Full Serial
Crew Position (Last hame irirst) - Rank Number Status
i Hkeb Pice, Edward J, let Lt 0-68358%5  DED
2. Co-rilot Smith, Kenneth D, lst Lt 0-691003 - DED .
3. Navigator Bilder, Marcel J, 1st Lt 0+743560 DED
++ Bombardier Brown, Lester P, Jg, 1lst Lt 0=-751880 DED
5« a:%z rupio,_aonjuin T, T/Sgt 16022284 ~ DED
5. ABS Stein, Sol S/Sgt B DED
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3, ASST Fad Opr Reed, Donald E, ED 35740776 DED
5. Gunber .- - Hanfredl, Sar . 573gt WBIE0T T ED
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. SUSJECT: Statement of Lt. elvin L, Love, perteining to

. 3 Orash of iircreft No. 44-4CA11,

3

- s - = ) - - ~ FR

2Cs Crerations, Heedguarters, 307tk 3omb. 3rour, (H).
C
1., The follcwing iz en account of the circumstaences surrcunding

1e © the crash of iireraft Mo, 44-40%11, piloted by Lt. Zdw:erd J. Tice:

tibout 15 minutes after interception started I saw Lt. Rice

' feather his 71 engine. This operation was repezted several times as
ine, the prop unfeathered by itsel? necessitating feathering it azain, Then
~anEls the interceptors saw his difficuliy ther immediately left the Test of
szl W the pleznes and ccncentrated on Lt, Rice': zhip, meking pass after pass,

..fter interception had left us I saw #3 enzine sztarting to cmore. ald
this time he vas “eading the formetion, keeping away from tre cumulus
clouda *o enable tue formetion to stzy tecgether, I was I1rinz slighily to
#is rizht and about 2,000 feet akeve him, It wvas about this “ire that
I heard 2im cell Lt, Joknson over tae T zni zay thet he wmc going W
hava “o ditech the plan>, I saw the chutes of four men wic hod hoiled out,
I sew the last chute open after the nl=ne fell coff on itz l=ft wing, with
fire visinhle at .73 engine. .ipparently =2t tiis time the pilet and co-pilet
' had left the controls to bail out. I then saw the ship hit *he water and
s¥nlode on impact., I saw Lt, Johnson 2nd 2 3nip Irom fne .24t Squadron
circling the men in the weter ond I coniinued en e Zage witn e formetior

e R

AELVIYN Lo ZCVZ,
1st Lt., air Cerrs,
Pilct
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& July 1944
SUBJZCT: Descripticn of Crash ¢f zireraft lio. 4.~40011
o5, o Operations, Headquarters, 3C7th Zomterdmert Group, (H).

1. ' Tollowing is an extract frcx: ‘he Intelli_snce Zeport of
3 July 1944, cdeseribing the circumstances surrounding the crash of
<irerafi llo, 44-40011 as related by Lt. Howard D, JSchnson, pilot of
reet M

aircraft No. 1092, flying cover for nireraft Mo, Li=4041):

"One B-2/ was lost today. About 15 minutes after the fight started,
Lt. Rice, flying 4/C #0611, was forced to feather i#1 engine, which is
telieved to have been hit by & 20 mw, shell. Le apparently had considerabl
difficulty in this, as the operation had to be repeated several times. The
attacking fichters, seeing his difficulty, immediately ccncentrated on him
- and nade pass after pass. « little later ;2 engine ccmmenced to cmoke. Th
formaticn was staying with 2im all thne time, lcsias 23titude znd dropring
te an a3 of 140 L,Pe.d. after the Jekes left, Lt. Dice w»cz 5till losing
cli¥tade and Ilying speed. His ship was smdking at the right wing root
and flomes.appeared ot this spot. at abeut thi: time he told Lt. Johnson
cver VHE trat he mas going to have %o make a waiter landing. It was now
evident iiat tre fire was zetting cut of control., le started a series of
fairly steep dives and pullouts, after the third rull out, five men were
seen to ltail out at 2500 feet, 3 through the camera hatch and 2 through the
tenb bays. The plane then s1id steeply on its left winz, indicating that
the pilo* and cc-pilct nad left the controls and wers prepering to jump.
Jire waz all over the czhip by this %tinme, Leginning 2t tkhe right wing root
and coming out of waist windows. The rlane crasiied into the water, and
exploaed viclently on irpact,

41l 3 chutes were seen to oren, Lt. Jchnson, in &/ 092, circled
the area for 25 minutes. all 5 men were seen swimming in the water, 3
fairly close together in one group and two rather separated, a 5 man life
raft was tossed out and one of the men was seen swimming toward it. There
was also a plane from 424th Squadron circling thé area, and it also dropped
a 1life raft., In addition, another life raft was observed in the area, be-
lieved to have been released from Lt, 2ice's rlane., The closest survivor
to any raft was no nearer toan 30C yards of it. It is extremely doubtful
if any of the £ men not scen to bail out survived the crash.

PEILIP D, THCPSCH,
1st Lt., «ir C "
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