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6 July 1945, -~

UZMCRANDUM FOR: Chief, Casualty Branch,

SUBJECT: Review and Déterminatiqn off Seertunn
Under the lissing Perscns act,

I, - FACTS

1. The following-named nerscns of the 371st Bomberdrent Squadren,
307th Sombardment Group, have been cerrizd on ¥ar Department records as
missing in action over Yap Island, since 5 July 1944, while in flying =e
status as renorted on SW? Shipment No, 126:

NAME ~ ASN GUDE
Bilder, Marcel J, 0743560 First Lieutenant
Brown, Lester 2., Jr, 0751880 First Lisutenans
Rice, Edward J, 0683585 First Lisutenent
Smith, Kenneth D, 0691003 Firet Licutenant
Griggs, Tomry W, 38,228,054 Technical Sergeant
Silko, Thomas B, 13,038,652 Technical Serzeant
Temnio, Benjemin T. 16,022,25/ Staff Serzeant
ilanfredi, Sam i, 36,615 L0 Staff Sergeant
-~ Painter, Eerle W, 12,119,229 Staff Serpgeant
, -/, Reed, D-nald E, 35,740,776 Staff Serseant
/(; Steln, Scl 12,181,798 Staff Serreart
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2, Missing &ir Crew Report L.F No, 6526 dated 6 July 1944, atatos
that the subject nersomnel were the crew of a B-24J aircraft No, 44=4061
They left their base 5 July 1944 to dartlcipute in e combat mission, Th
bomber sustained damege early in combat and became the target for a
concentrated attack by enemy nlanes, It was last scen at 7015 N, 13995%
E, & position southeast of Yap Island in the Carosline Group,

a, 4#ttached to the Missing fir Crew Renort are three statement

and 2 renort of the search made for ths crew., The first statement by tkh
Intelligence Officer, 1st Lt. Philin D, Themnscn contains the following

-
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"% % * About fifteen minutes after the fight started,
It, Rice * * ¥ was forced to feather #1 engine, which
is believed to have been hit by a 20 mm shell, He
apparently had considerable difficulty in this as the
oneration had to be reneatcd several times, The
attacking fighters, seeing his difficulty, immedictely
concentrated on him and made »ass after »ass, a little
later #3 engine commenced ts smoke, * * ¥ ifter the
Zekes left, Lt. Rice was still lcsing altitude and
flying speed. FHis ship wes smoking at the right wing
ront and flesnes adneared ot this snot. 4t about this
time ne told Lt, Johnson over VEF that he wes going to
have ©o make a water landing, It was now evident that
the fire was getting out ~f comtrol, He started a
series of fairly steep dives and Hull outs, After the
third -ull out five men were seen to bail out at 2500
fest, three through the camera hatch and two through
the bomb bays., The olane then slid steeply on its left
wing, indicating that the -ilot and cc-nilot had left
the controls and were oremaring to jump, Fire was all
over the ship by this time beginning at the right wing
root and coming cut ~f the waist wincows, The -lrne
crashad into the water, and exnloded violently on imoact,

"4]11 5 chutes were seen to onen, Lt, Johnson * * *
cirecled the area for 25 minutes, £11 five men were seen
swimming in the water, 3 fairly close together in ~ne
grown and two rather senarated. 4 5 man life raft was
tossed out and one ~f the men was seen swimning toward
it. There was alsc a nlane from 424th Squadron circling
the area and it alsc dromned 2 life raft. In addition
another 1ife reft was n~hserved in the arca, believed

to have bcen released from Lt, Rice's nlane, The
closest surviver to any raft was no nearer ‘than 300
yards of it, It is extremely doubtful if any of the

6 men did not seen to bail out survived the crash.”

'he staterment of lst Lt, Melvin L, Love who was flying slightly tc the righ
>f the bomber i%_ques{ion and about 2,000 feet above it c-ntains aracticeal L
the same informati~n with this additicn:

"I saw the chutes of four ren who had bailed out., I

saw ‘tne last chute onen after the nlane fell off on its
left wing withgfire visible at #3 engine. /onarently

at this time{ﬁﬁe nilot and co-»ilot had lcft the controls
to bail outy I then saw the ship hit the water anc
explode on immact, I saw Lt. J-hnson and a ship from the
42Lth squadron circling the men in the water and I
continued on to Base with the formeticn,”
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The statement by Lt, Howard B. Johnson conteins no additional informaeticn,
'he remort of the snceinl search mission shows that three nlanes to-k off
yoroxinately two hours after the crash, made 100% coverage with negative
results, The search altitude was 1,000 faet,

b. 4 sketch map attached to the Missing Air Crew Henori locotes
the plase of the crash at 7°15' N, -139°55' E, a snot anirexirately 150
niles southeast of Yop island and 75 miles snuthwest 2f Scrol Islands,

3, Headquarters 307th Bombardment Group in a 5th Indorsement to o
request from The idjutant General's Cffice dated 24 fLugust 1944 inviting
attention to wer Demartmont Circular 195, -ar-grooh 6c¢, doted 1943, stotes
in »nart as follows:

12, Five survivers were seen nctive in the water, thus
indicating a condition of unimodeired »hrsicel ahilities,
Two rafts were drooned hy circling aircraft and a third
raft was seen on the surface, -resumnbly relensed frm the
cowned aircreft. It is "essible that a second raft was
released or found floating from the seme source, thus
causing a toial of four necssible available rafis,

"3, Due to the »ossibility of ~ne or more additicnel
ratts other than the thrae found emnty on the succeling
day, and dve tn the condition of the survivers when
sight2d, circunstances 1o not exist that can lzad to 2
logical conciusion of 'Death'.”

L. An examinetion of the files of the ahove mentioned officers and en-
listed men in the Casualty Dranch, Offisers' Branch ané Enlisted crarch, HC
and the index in the Prisoncr of lar Inlormation Bureou, 260, reveals
nothing further relevant to this review,

II, - CONCLISION

1. These officers and enlisted men were the crew ~f a Literdtor brmbex
which was severely damaged Dy enemy aircraft and crashed amut 15C miles
frm Yao Island, and 75 miles scuthwest of the Sorol Islands. Five nerscns
were seen to narachute from the lane, and were swimning in the water at th
1ast obssrvation, Three life raf*s wers nesrby but tvhe closest survivor to
2ny one of them was about 300 yards away. The following day, the three raf
were found emnty., 4 search was made at 1000 feet altitude by three pianes
about two hours after the crash, with negative resul®s,

2. In view of the frregoing, it aovears that these nersons uay not
reas~nably be oresured to be living.
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III, - RECOMMEIDATION

It is recomaercded that findings of death be made as <f 6 July 1945,
in the cases of the nersons nemed in noragranh 1, Part I, hereof, under
the -rovisions of Sectinn 5 of the -iissing “ers:ns [ct.

Investigator Centain, .GD

CONCURRED IN: APPHOVED :

JOHN T. BURNS GLORGE F, HERCERT
Lieutenant Colcnel Col-nel, 4GD
Officerin Charge Chief, Casualty dranch

Status Review and
Determination Section

First Lieutenant Marcel J, Bilcer,
0743560, Air Corns and 10 Others.
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