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372ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) AAF
Office of the Intelligence Officer

A.P.0. # 324
29 May 1944.

Eye-Fiitness Description of Crash

T was in fromt of the tower, watching the planes teke off. Lt. Shaffer's
plane seemed to take off u.E. and T followed the tail lights out with my eyes.
The plane seemed to climb about 150 fect and then slowly sink to the water,
There was a burst of fire followed by e large explosion,

“2nd Lt, Edmund Quinoy Jray

872nd Bomberdment Sguadron (H).




$72ND BOMBARDMERT SQUADRON (H) AAF
0ffics of the Intelligence officer

29 May 1944

EYE-WITNESS and EXTENT of SBARCH REPORT

The plane took off, reached an altitude of spproximately
76 fest and got so far out that the recognition lights of the plane
were wo longer visible from the runway. Within & minute after the
takeoff ceme what appeared to be & gasoline explosion, followed
immediataly by & huge explosion,.

Lt. (8G) Boutell, on one of the mnine sweepers, Was oon=
vinoed that the second explosion was caused by the detomation of
the plane's bomba,

The aree of the crash and surrounding vioinity for &
distance of B miles was thoroughly gearched by two United Stales
_mine swespers and three ocrash boats from immediately aftér the time
of the accident until an hour after day break, No traces of sur=
vivors were seen st any time. The plane sank in 168 feet of water
and no traces of the wreckege were found that morning.

Capt., Madioal Corps,
Flight Surgeon.




872§D BOMBARDMENT SQUADRCN (H) AAF
Office of the Intellirence Officer

AP0, # 324
29 May 1944,

Eye-Witness Description of Crash

1 was the control tower officer at Mokerang Field on the night of the
crash. Lt. Shaffer's plane took off smoothly and was flying normally, gaining
«altitude when it left the field, I then saw it lose eltitude, striking the
water sbout one half a mile north of tke morth end of the rumway, and catch
fire., The fire was followed quickly by a large explosion.

1et Lt. Warren West MacKentfe,
572nd Bombardment Squadron (H).




