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L-m-nl....__q
INTERPRETATION OF LARGE AIRCRAFT RECORD CARDS

It should bc remecmbered that the Large Cards span somc thirty ycars in pcace and war, thus scveral varictics exist.  Up to
1940, catrics were mostly in plain text and thus rcadily intclligible.  World War 1l saw the introduction of cxlensive

machine posting and various coding systcins which make the interpretation of cards today cxtreimcly laborious and often

problcmatical. Card rescarchers should understand that the carlicst code book available at the Agency dates from 1951, and

cven it is incomplete.  Under the best of circumstances, then, interpretation of the Large Cards 1s dilicult and subjcct to

gucsswork. The following comments. however. may make lay interpretation casicr and more mcaninglul.  Plcase
rcmciber-- '

- Large Card datcs arc given in the order day, month, and ycar.

- Machinc posting of all data began in 1944, making a machinc-posted cntry 1944 or later (tmportant [or interpreting the

datc ficld).
- UNIT ASSIGNMENTS OVERSEAS during W.W. [l scrvice arc never given.  Only the departure and return dates and

theatre of assignment arc availablc.

Top of card

F

Aircraft production and identification information cntered in plain text. Project number meanings arc not known today.

Data Entry Hcadings

Large Card data ficlds can be read beneath cach of the printed headings. Often, however, the vertical alignment of the

headings and data fields was not closely respected.

Entry into Inventory

The first scrics of entrics below the card headings usually record acceptance, availability, and dclivery. The planc's progress
from factory to first duty assignment can usually be followed in the handwritten cntrics to the Icft of, and beclow,
“Accepled," "Available," and "Dclivered." A short succession of airfield stops lcading to Florida or Maine and thence

overseas 1s typical in the W.W. Il cra.

Main Data Fields (For W.W. II Aircraft Sent Ovcrscas, sce that hcading, below)

Reading across a large card from Icft to right, onc normally finds the following data [iclds:

Station - Duty station to which the aircraft was assigned, sometimes somewhat abbreviated.

Command - Possessing command (AMC, ATC, SAC, etc.) is immecdiately to right of station.

Unit - Possessing unit's designation is usually posted directly benecath "Parent Unit" and "Sub-Unit
headings. The oft-scen "BAS" stands (or Basce Unit, while Air Materiel Command arcas (SA AR for
San Antonio, SB AR for San Bernardino, MID AR for Middletown, Penn.) arc usually given away by
AMC & duty station. Many other unit types (IFI'R, BM, SRCW) are scll-evident, but others can be
known only through Agency references and a [ew are undecipherable today.

Gain/Loss - Normally at end of unit designation - "GB" = Gained [rom, "LB" = lost to, [ollowed by the other

unit.

AJ/C Type - Normally sell-evident.

Status - Numerous aircraft status codes f[ollow to right of aircralt type - RT = transient maintenance; CC =
combat ready; RM = depot modification; SS = storage.

Stat. No. - To right of status code may be a four-digit number representing the aircralt's duty station. A -
comprehensive station number list is available in AFFIRA K134.45-38, USAF Organizations and .
oStation Codes, Sept. 1951, microfilm roll K1074).

[A/C No.] - [Sometimes the aireraft military serial no. appears here.] —




Date I'ld. - Most confusing data field. One should remember

- Dates are day, month, and year, not later military style.
- Dates during 1944.¢4 1946 arc usually partial, the ycar not being given. In these cases, the year

must be found by working forwards or backwards from known years, such as the delivery date.
- Dates 1950 and later are usually include spacing and the year. i.e. 9 2 50 (September 2, 1950).

- Date ficlds 1950 and later usually include two dates.  T'he meaning of these two dates . nol.
entirely clear.

Far Left - Last column (o lelt usually ¢
- Last column to left usually records an aireralt serial no. during 1950s (ignore

ccords a station number (lour digits) during W.W_ [] period.
this column for 1950y cards).

W.W. Il Aircrafl Sent Ovcrscas

Records of W'W. 1 atrcrafl sent overscas have certain characieristics which warrant spccial mention herce. Instead of (he

data ficlds described in “"Main Data Ficlds," above, W.W. II aircrafl sent overseas usually show the [ollowing:

Bangor, and Grenier AAFIds arc common) aller staging across country from the [actory.
- Following "Dep US," onc should try to find the shipping codc showing the theater to which it was sent. Somec of

the most common shi pping codcs were:

- Departure from the US shown as "DEP US" or "Dep US," usually from a Florida or Mainc location (Morrison,

SOXO - Eighth AF. England (most common, csp. after 1942)
BOLERO - Eighth AF, England, in mid-1942 cra

UGLY - Eighth AF, England, 1942 cra

WILDFLOWER - Eighth AF, England, 1942 cra

GLEN - Twelfth AF, Oran, Algcria

DAUB - Tenth AF, ATC, 20 TSP, Karachi, India

DUKO - Twelfth AF, Italy

GLUE - Ninth AF ,
IRON - Scventh AF, ATC - Oahu Island, Hawaii

OHAM - Filteenth AF, Bari, ltaly

PACT - Fourteenth AF. Chunking, China
- Dates of assignment/receipt in theater arc indicated by "R" and "A" followed by datc: "42144" = 2] April 1944, "12845"
=8 Dcc. 1945, clc.

Wartime Losses in Theater

For aircraft lost or salvaged overseas, the Jast linc(s) usually contain the command losing the aircraft (i.c., SOXO) + a cause

of loss + serial number + date:

- CON - Condemncd, often followed by -
- SAL - Salvage, oficn followed by cither

- BD - Battlc Damage or
- NBD - Non-Battlec Damagc
- MIA, FLAK, CRASH - scl(-cxplanatory losscs

W.W._ 1T and Post-W W Terminations not Overseas

Many W.W. I1 aircraf rclurncd to the US after combat scrvice. The rcturn 1o the US ("Ret US") is followed by Army
Atrficld where landed, plus subscquent Slages across country. Almost all USAAF aircraft excess (0 need were scrappcd n
he US. This is indicated by transfer to RFC (Reconstruction Finance Corp.), the agency designalted to handle disposition of
var-surplus federal property. No aircrall scrvice rccords arc available afier disposition. _




