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HEADQUARTERS 307TH 3O!BARDMENT GROUP (H) " J6S/em
- 0ffice of the Intelligence Officer .

APO + 324
1l June 1244

CONSOLIDATED MISSION RRNPORT NO. 307-272

Advon Info 109/B-13
¢t 1 June 1944, '

s This Gp together witn the 5th Bomb Group (H) leading, each
“oemploying four (4) six (6) plane §qdns will strike Bublon
Island and Cten Island in tho “ruk Island group at 1130K, 1

Jina 1844, ' '
This Gp will strike cnoemy aircraft and repair facilities on

Eten Island,

il OF ATTACK s Just prior to reaching the IP (a point O7TRE'N - 151048'3) a
loss of 400 ft in altitude will be accomplished. In the Gp
bombing formation, the formation will consist of two sections
of two Sqdns each; flights javelin down witihin the Sqdns,

The 424th Sqdn will procced over the turget first with the
371lst 3qdn on the left 400 ft ebove, Tne 370th Sqdn will
lead the second section with the 372nd Sqdn on the left 400
£t below, Lead bombardicrs of c.ch sgdn will sight for range
and deflection; all otner bombardiers will sight for range
only. Tho auirspoced of the bombing run will be 160 MPH. The
bomb intervels will be us rollows:424th and 370th Sqdns - 9
station ships 275 ft; 11 stution ships 2256 ft. 371st und
5372nd Sqdns - 3 .stution ships 350 ft; 1l station ships 275 1't.

¢ Nono scheduled.

: "Buch of 14 nircraft carried 3 x 500:% GP bombs instuntuneously
‘fuzed,
'Bach of 3 aircruft cuarried 30 x 100if frugmontution clusters. -
"Que aireruft corried 10 x 500# GP bombs instuntuneously fuzed.
One uireraft curried.30 x 100:f GP bombs 1/10 sec tuil .01
. sec deluy nose fuzos. !

Totul carried: 136 x 500;f GP bombs,
80 x 100# frug clusters.
30 x 100: GP bombs,

....GETS ATTACKED ¢ One aicplone dropped on Tol Islund,
Four alrpluncs made ETA runs in vieinity of Truk jtol.
. One airplunu dropped on slet lslund,
Onc airplune ade ETA run on Satuwun Islund,

WVIIPLANES EMPLOYED : 19 sehnduled Liberators; 4 from the 424th IEudiﬁg 5 each from
the 370th, 371st und 372nd Squudrons of which 12 turned buck.

i Jm OFF . From Mokerunyg betwoen 0634 und O655K.

Mokerung to Tong Islund to IP to turget. The base route alti-
tude will be 9000 ft and the route airspeed 165 MPH.

Extromely turbulent frontal conditions with ruin sgqualls werc
ensountered from basc to 6°§y. Two und in some cases three
frontal ponctrations were made. Icing conditions werc en-
-countered at 17000 f't. Swao conditions provailed on return.
 Weuthar ot Truk as reportod by tho onc plane over the Atol
was good with high overcusv at 18,000 ft. Weather:<ovoer Alec’
2/10 - 3/10 undercust, Satuwun wus reported as boing closed
in. C ' *
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«+ HWTION EMPLOYED ¢ Weuther prevoented wing rendezvous; nccessity for irmediate
‘ frontul penetration after take off broko up Group foraation,

TN ALTITUDL AND Boetwoen 1100 and 1140K from 11, 700' to 15,3001 true on Truk
L. ING OF ATTACK  with meg heuding of 10° to 450,
At 1110K fron 15,000' true on Tol with mug hoading of 270°,
A% 1200K from 12, 700' true on .let Island with u mag heading
of 240°,
At 11451’ fron 8,350¢ trua on Satawun with u mag hmding of

262°,

"N1B3 DROPIRED 36 x 5003 GP bonmbs on IT. at Truk. .
9 x 500 GP " Ovor Tl Island.
30 x 100 ™" " slet Island,
9 x 5005 " " Satawan,
56 x S50%f ! sulvoed.,
21 x 500:f ° roturned to buse.

30 x 10G# I'rugmntatian clusters saivwoed,
Totaly 106 x 500 GP bombs
| 90 x 100;¢ frag clusters

30 x 10Cs¢ GP boisbs

18 ROLE: 8D On ..det, the voaburdier ained for renge and deflection using
AOCEDURE Junction of tuxiloop und NE end of as an aiming point. -

017 IIITS OBSERVED : Bombs wore scon to full in the woater both ut Tol and Llet Is-
lands, Unobserved rcsults from RTA bombing,

. IR Joavy, slight, inuccurute /4 was rocoived by aircraft ovor
Truk and ..let Iclands, No positions were pinpointed.

cu Y INTERCEPTION ¢ Nil.

L0 OR LOSS Nil.

w3 RVATIONS Three U/I lurge ships observod motionless betweon Unun and
Tsis Islands av l100K from 15,000', No .y, fire was notcd
from theso ships. |

--- %) DISCIPLINE Huintuined,
. OGRAPHS Wore taken over Alot Island,
3 RATING Impossible to. rato this mission duo to weather.conditions.

. .JINGS i% Mokerang betwoun 1422 und 1527K,

RS L/C 4153, pilut Lt. Hamilton was tho only airoruft that was
able to ponstrate the almost solid froant from Mokerang to
Truk. J0 ninutes were spent oveor tho Atol two runs being nade
on Eten Islund, and one on thu sca plune base at Dublon,
bombs failing to releuse on every run. The inability to re-
laase tho bonbs wus duc to u nulfunction in tho reloase
mechunisn. T.ue bonburdice's solect handlo couldn't at first
be put into the "secloct" position and the pllots sulvo hunile
couldn't be nude to operute, The bombardior finally forced
his reloanse handle intu "sclect' but couldn't got it into
"sulvo" whereupon ho went back tu tho bomb bay und dmp,.-ed
tho bonbs nunually,

Two aircraf't of this Group soparutely ro.ached n point
60-75 niles from Truw:, They both cirocled - one for nmore thun
20 minutos - hoping to juin up with othor airplanes from the
formation und nako an attaeck. 0O..e rohburncd when he realized
the effort was futile, tho othor turned buck upon rocejipt of °
u message frou tie foraation to tne effoct taut if 6 airpl-
anes could get together they would voab tho target otherwiso
all wireraft werce to return to buse, Since only twe plunes
wvere thien in wvicw o heuding t'or buss was tukon up. Bight
other alreruft turned buc: bfore rouching the target due t.o
sovure vicuthor cunditi uns,
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¢t &/C 262, pilot, Lv. Guge turnud buck ut 0855 duo to u mal-
function of tho gus trunsfor pump. The clectric pump blew a

fuze and -4 walvo stuck in the hund punp.

A/t -}863, pilot, Lt. Colenun, turncd buck from 5930'w - 15f

15'B ut 100K duc to un oxygen louk muking it inpossible to
rcuch bombing altitudo,

AT

OSEP G. ST‘L]JD’&RT [
apt., 4lr Corps,
H35't Intell, Officor,

JISTRIBUYION:

Group Commuander
Sauadrons
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