THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSFIED

CeQeN-P=]=DEaNaT~=]I~A-L

HRADJUARTERS 307TH BOMBARDMEXNT Gi0UP (H) .Jos/gn
offioe of the Intelligence Officer ’

APO # 324
17 way 1944,

138/8
CONSOLIDATED MISSION REPORT NO. 507-261

DATR'OF EISSTON ¢ 17 May 19440

MISSION This Gp with four (4) Sqdfisof six (6) airplenes each will strike
modium AA politio.nl at Mindor medium end'heavy AA positions at
Sosnek and the Soriori supply area (Biak Island), -

PLAN OF ATTACK ‘¢ A loss of 600 I't of altitude will be accomplished just prior to
: the IP. The IP for the 424th, 37lst and 372nd Sqdns 1is 01°10'Se

136°20'E and the.376th Sqdn ie 01°08'S = 138°20'8, Upon & "Yawe
ing" of the Gp leaders airplane the Sqdns will assume a Gp fore
mation of Sqdns javelin down in trail in-the following crder;
424th leading, 371st second, 372nd third with flights javelin
.down within the Sqdns for the bombing fcrmation on a mep heading
of 266°% The 370th Sqdn with flights javelin down will attaok
the:lr target in trail of the others 8qdns on a mag heading of
245°. The lead borbardiers of each Bgdn will sight for renge
and deflection all other bombardiers will sight for rangv only.
The bombing run will be made at an ind., airspevi of 165 mph. '
The bomb interval for sach Sqdn will be as followss

Sqdn Bomb 16 20 50 40
T™h Fegs 800 B¢ > W
371at A Frags 50! 40 25! 201
371st B 100§ MBO 607  40' 26' 20t
372nd  100f NSO 60'  40¢ 30t 200
3705h 100 N30 150' 120! 75! 60"

ESCORT None scheduled.

BOMByLOAD Bach of 7 airplanes ocarried 30 x 100# GP bombs instanteneocusly
: fuzed. .
Each of 3 urpln.nol oarried 20 x 1004 GP bombs instantaneously
fused. .
Rach of 8 airplanes warried 30 x 1004 frag olusters,
Esch of 2 " - ® 40 x 100# frag " .
One sirplane carried § x 500§ GP borzbs Mtantaneously ruud.
One " " . 40 x X00# Gp baombs .
One " " 25 x 100§ GP bombs - - -" .
One " * 88 x 100§ GP boubs " "
" Yotal 375 x 100§ GF boumbs T :
250 x 100§ frag olusters
', 9 x 5004 GP bombs,

TARGET ATTACKED. 1+ Medium AA positions. at Mandon, ‘medium and heavy AA positions at
. poamk Boriori Supply Area,
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F.RPLAEES EMPLOYED 1 21 of 22 scheduled Liberators:
: 6 from the 424th Squadron on Manden aa poaitions,
g " " S7T1st " "  Bosnek AA " .
q_ n L] 372nd n ] ] n " , .
§ " " 370th " " Sorori Supplu Area,

TAKE OFF From ¥okerang betwaen 0854 = 0357/K 17 Nay 1944,

ROUTE Koruniat Island to Mangoeandi Island to the Ip te target. Base
route altitude will be 8000 £t and dirapeud will be 158 mph. ind.
Climb to bombing sltibude will begin opposits Cape D'Urville,

WEATHER 3/10 to 5/10 cwmulus, teps 7,000' with soattored towering ocumulus
tops 12,000' to 14,000’ to and from target, Ovor target-e/lo
low scattered cumulua, with large cumulus over target areas,

PORMATION EMPLOYED: Javelin down within squadrons.

TIME, HEADINGS AND 1 Mandon; At 1106K from 12,000 - 12,726 True on a mad heading 286°,
ALTITUDE OF ATTACK Bosnoks Between 1105 = 1108K from 11,500 « 12,000' True on mg
: headings of 286° to 270°, :
. Between 1113 « 1115K from 11,050 to 11,130t Trus on rag headings
; from 48° to 58°, ,
BOMBS DROFPED Seriari: '
70 x 1007 GP bombs on target
50 x 1004 " " ¥n wafer

Bosnek;

- 90 x 1004 frag clusters on target
100z 100# GP bombs just N of target
25 x 100f GB bombs on target
93 x 1007 GP bombs in water

\.lh.ndont .
9 x 500F GP bombs on target
170 x 100 frag olusters cn target

" 6 x 100{ GP bombs salvoed
$0x 1007 returned to base (GPbombs)

Total carried 373 x 100} GP bombs
260 x 100f frag clusters
9 x 500 GP bombs

Lead and fiight bonbardiers of each squadron sighted for range
and defleotion using the following aiming pointss . -

At Soriaris Buildings at East end of target .

At Bosnsk: Junotion of East Jotty with shore, and Ne3 row of
trees just West of Eamt Jetty, :

At Mandon:. Row of trees at Eastern edge -of target area.

Wing bonbardiers sighted for range only. Bombing runs were
mde At an average growund speed of 205 mph,
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?01:3 KITS OBSERVED ¢ At Jomi 9 quarter tonners walket m Bast to Yest through

< gun positions, 170 frug clusters throughout e.stern half of tar-
: got. ' : :

' At Bosnsk: Ome string of conturies started at East jetty and
walked through targot ares, three other centruy strings observed
to hit in and around AdA positions, three strings of centurlos
hit just Borth of A4 positions.

At Sorcari: 80 one hundred pounders in & pattern which began at
center of target area near shorelins and weliced cortheast A0ross
buildings located au Last end of targat.

RESULTS Cloud cover over all targets zererally obgcured sbservation of
bombingz results. Cne smll fire was cbeerved at Zorlari.

AA FIRB Heevy, very alight,I 1naccurato Ak was received {rom Soriari.
o i~ fire w.s roccived by eny othor olements of this Croup.

ENEMY INTERCEFPTION ¢ ¥ii.

DAMAGH OR LOSS . %égtﬁisgtgghggég? by A4 in the leading edge of the left hori-
' I . le Test pler of Bosneic wus afire,
0BSERVATICNS * 2., S heevy ii guns cbserved firing from center of woecds 800 £t
. K,H.%. of the Bust jobtty. Ho wa fire wus reported peinz received
by this sguadron or the other squadron of this Group ussigned
tho name targeb. Other friendly planes reported in the area
ray bave boen the target of this [ire. .

3. Mo buildings wppoared jntact in Dosnek village.

" 4o Five possible persoanel or supply areas, rectangular in form,
were sgon in centor of Diuk et 1200'S = 136°00'E. Roads und
buildinge ol undetermined aize were observed. :

5. A olearing with shacks in the process of being built was observed
2 wmiles Zest of lanoerwure villave on the Best ocast of slak
at 1906'8 ~ 136°16'E. ‘

RADIO DISCIPLINE 1 Muintained exocpt Tor "in £light" reports.

PEDTOGRAPES 't sere baken.
BOMB RATING Exoellent, in sccordance with 13th AA¥ Directive.

- LANDIKGS . it Moksrang between 1645 = 1659E, 17 ley 1944

REUARKS A/C #372, pilot Lt. Coleman, turned back £ifteen minutes after
""" taks off becsuse of a failure in the siroraft's electriocal system,

Cloud cover over Seriari prevented the 370th hitting that target
on 1ts originel run aa briesfed. A 180° turn was mde West of
8oriari and, the target being found open from this angle, a seoond,
guccessful, run was made. :
5 bowbs were salvosd by A/C 212, 2000 £t West of West Bosnek
pler due to a reck mlfunotion.

JOSBEPH (. STASDART,
Capt, Air Corps,
Ass't, Intells Offlcer.

DISTRIBUTION: Group Conmmander
. All sguadrons
18th Air Task Foroe
File.
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