THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSFIED

. CaO~HaPel-DeEulaTeI-A=L ..

Py

- St

HEADQUARTERS  SOTTH 30!BZRDITNT GROUP /H) D8S/jhb/em
Office of the Intolligence Officer

AP0 ¥ 324
14 June 1944,

CONSOLIDATED NTSSYON RETORT NOo. 307 - 282.

ADVON IWFO 168/8 - 13

D2TE OF : 14 June 1544,
" "3SI0N

- TSSION : The 5th 3orb Mrauo (H) {less one sjuadron) with the 307th Yorb Group
. {B) attached will destroy enemy installatiens on iublon Islund at
1130/%, 14 June 1944, -
Primary Target: 307th “ord Sroup (H): 5-5.
Sth Homb Grous (H): D-6 and 0-7,
Secondary Tarpot: Sost aviilable barpge: on Dublon lsland.
Tertiary Targzt: 307th Yomb froup (I): 15,
Gth Zord OGroup (I M-l ‘ .
JICPOA Tar-c: les, Trulk Islands, Wo. 51=44, 15 april 1944,

" L1 OF ATTACK: Just pric. to reaching the IP a loss of 400! in albitude will be
accomplished. In the “roue borbing forme:ion, the formation will
consist of tw~ sections of two sjuadrons each; flights javelin down
within the sguadrons. The I71st squadron will proceed over the
target first with the 372nd Squadron ochelon %o the left 300 above.
The 424th Sjuadron will lead the second sec:ion wish the 370%h Squad-
ron echelon o the lefs 37T below. Lead borbardiers will sisht for
ronge and deflochion; &ll other berbardiors will sight for range
only., The airspeed ofthe boxd run will be 150 MPH  ihe bord inter-
val will be 225' for 9 sta*ion planes und 175' for 12 station planes.
Attack altitudes: 3713t UYomb “quedron (H) - 19,600!,

424th Bomb Sjuadrom (H) - 19,300'.
372nd Bomb Sjuadron (W) =~ 19,500!.
‘ 370th 3emb Squadron {H) - 19,000, ,
Borb aiminrg points: Deflection -.371s: and 424th Squadrons - tight
: edge of peninsula, 372nd and 370th
Squadrons -~ Left edge of penisula.
Renge - All squadrons - on & line
S of three buildings at end of psn-
insula, ‘

SORT -t None sochaduled,

13 LOAD  : 19 airplunea each carried 9 x 5097 GP borbs with .1 sccond delay. nose
fuse and .01 second deluy tail fuzes, 4 airplanes each carried 12x500,
GP bombs with same fuzeine. :
Total Load: 219 x 500 47 bonbs.

“SLAYES 23 soheduled Libera:ers: Six from the 371st Sjuadron leading five

LOYED from the 372nd o)iuadron, six from the 424th Squadren, and six from
the 370th :::adren. 20 nlanes borbed primary terget uad one bombed
Satawan.

: 0643 - 0705/1,

Yokerang to long 1sland to the IP abt 079154 - 151°15'E_where a cloud
hid the targe: necessitasing a left turn over Fefun Island and a
different asoromch to the targe: on an average heading of 30° mag in-
stead of §° mag as briefed. A right turn away was mde and thence
direct to Lase, .
From base to 5°N, 150%20'E, .3 cumulus from 1,070 to 3,000', and a
" stratus layer ab 11,000'. “rom latter point to target, there were
o4 to .5 low cumulus and the stratus layesr was based at 15,000'. Over
the target there was .2 to .4 oumulus undercest. The route back
wos over the same weather, excent thet local shewers and .6 cumulus
with bases.at 2,500' were encountered at 0 307N,
Over Satawan Island,B Yowering oumulus with tops at 15,002' was en- .
countered, ' ' E
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TMRIATION : As briefed with javelin dovm within tha'séundrons.'
© TPLOYED '

{22 ALTITUDE: 1118-1130/k from 20, 103' to 21,930'-T. 'The 424th Squadron atbacked
"3 EEADING orn mag headings of 05° to 10°, The other three squadrons believing
“% ATTACK that they would not be able toga.. a cloar bombing run, attncked on

headings of 30° %o 45°,. |

- S DROPPED: 190 x 500! were dropped over the nrimary terget.
9 x 5007 were dropued on Satewan, '
9x ﬁxx’wmre returned to base.
2 x 500% jettisoned to ligh%hen load.
9 x 500# were jettisoned by plane turning baock.

218 x 5007} Total curried,

7713 RELEASE -+ “ead borbardiers of each sguadron sighted far range and deflection
.OCEDURE and 21l others sighted for range.
SQUADRON GROUMD IVTERVAL AIMING POIHT

SPRED

370th 196-231 1 x 1757 Range and Deflection on Radio Station. .
Ranpe shoreline,
x 225¢ Range on Shors.
Deflech1on on lonz pier,
x 13 Tanes ani Deflection on Radio Station.
x 330 Range on shore.
x 2250 Runpe and Deflection on a point 2007
e} of Pier. GRange on shore,

L]

3718t 217-228

372nd 270.238

A1 L9 4

424th 12225

3.3 BITS : The boryb nattern siunted in the waler off shors and walked YT across
(BITRVED the ilanke area. .n esiimaied 50 borbs fell in the esaigned tarpet.
An eatiﬁn+e,?90ﬂb; {211 on land in the agzereate plant and cement
sborage area walkin: bick ko the edge of the hillside, Several
strings fell in the ‘water T of tle target walking up to tre target.
ur*har obscrvations were irmosaible Jue to cloud cover over the tie

of the island.

: 1¢ One large explosion with grey smoke occurred in the center of
the target area near the line of five barracks.
2. A smell explosion was set off just ¥ of the large barracks.
3. A direct hit was soored on a large building in the WE end of tle
target followed by a fire. .
4. Three smller [ires were started int he N end of the tarpget.

STCIAL ¢ Agressive interceptlon shich started five minutes before borhs away
~C-TDITIONS and 8 cloud which obscured view of the target from the Ip necessibutir-
AFFECTING a change in the plsnned attack by three sjuadrons 1nterferred with

nUITS the accuracy of the borbing run, .

. FIRE 1 Reavy, mederate and fairly accurate AA {ire was encountersd. four
. plares were holed with slight damage and maveral others were rocled
by close bursts. !any bursts were onosurse but 1,030' to 2,030' low,
Barrage fire seuvred bto predominate. Fire was noted from known
positions an? on Bush and Herit ‘slands.

Py t+ The formation was intercented f'ive minutes before borbs away by 10-15 -
IRCEPTION Zekes, 2 or & TInjos and 1 Tony. The nttack onened as usual with the
hurline of 2liosphorous uorbs, soms of which were dronged from 3,070
to 4,000t .bove the forration, apparently %o avold their own AA fire
or to stay ous of range of the Liberabtr's guns, 4 totel of six or
eight bombs were dreppsd with no durage done, although some burst
within 50 to 75t of ow w»lenes.. *“he number of bomhs dropped was con-
~siderably less than on other recent m ssions over Truk, indicating
tiat porhuns the enemy has realized that this woeapon is generally
inefficient in breaking up a fermation or causing serious damage, °
Thereafter high frontel attacks predominated as usual but were
prassed hore much more aggressively than on owr last two striies. One
co-ordinated attack by three Zekes from 11-12-2 o'cleck and from
above wag reported. A few attacks were pressed to an.estimated 1007,
but most were broken off between 300 to 500 yards, Individual
sjuadrons reported from 10-15 hich frontal attacks and few attacls
- being mde from 3-4.6 and 7 e'sleck, all himh. One pass was reported
from 4 o'cM t 1ow 6nd three passes from 12 ( )lock low being closed ‘
"4o 220 yarcs ‘and- origirating-from a dive pul .
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The Zekea ‘wore peinted olive groen with 11ght groy undersides and
one Jery uggressive silver Zeke was .secn. ‘he Yony wus painted the
usual black color. Yolor :@ of the Hapms and injos were not noted.

One Zeke and two Famps ware destroyed by our punners,

Lt. Anderson'. Crew - A-1, 371st Sguadron: Sgt. Parrish, top turret
gunner In"X/C 138 fired about 150 rounds into a deke coming in from 11
o'clocik high, As distance nerrowed to 207 yards, flawes s*artad cam-
ing fromthe cowling und swecping back over the canopy. At this tire
the Zeke rolled slirhtly te the lefs and recelivsd a burst that shaStore
ed the canepy. &t. Hichol, ¢o-pilot, saw the Zeke burst into flares.

Lt. Colomun's Crew - 3-1, 372nd Squadren: About 1131/, one Eam fron
11 o'clock le¥el, onssed about 307 yards o the lelt, broaking into a
steep richt turnut about 7 o'cleck. L/¥ zumner, Q/Sgb. 1.4, Hurd,
fired several lons burats. ihe - ‘amp was secn to wobble and then go
into a spin, smoking ., S/Sgt. 2ill 7, » 1liams, tail gunnor of this
a/P » 88W this Iump cxplode 3,000' below.

Three %o ive munubos after borbs away, one bamn came up from 4 o'-

“clock low, surning in on the nose of the squedron behind. Tail Zunner,

$/3gt. Bdi. J. ~illiams, fired several long brstsas the Eamp care
from 4 to 7 Btcloct ab apiroxirately 30° yards. Shis plane went into
& rlide an: was sezn to crash in the water.

9. 105588
"3 DAVAGE

~RSERVATIONS 2

: Lt. ﬂndersnn, nilou flyiny s#-1 in tho lead squacdron was %illed by en-

emy fighter fire,

One osarticularly cager silver Zeke made six passes on this plane.
Fe would attack from 11 o'olock high, come in very close, dive bene
eaththe f ormation and come up on the osher side. HKe would then maneuver

.into the same position, hesitate a moment und repeot the attack,

A 20 mm shsll holed tie lef 5 wing, blowing out $he left tire and
pierecing a wing Sank. =2t leas; five 7.7 mm bullets eatered the pilot's
comuartmont from the top. Oue ot these knocked out three engine ine-
struments und severed a hydraulic line. in addition there were at
least thirty 7.7 holes from thz forward escane hutch to tha tail., L,

“nderson was hit twice, once in the right upper chest and just below

the ribs on the right side.

Lt. ¥ichel, co-pilob, inmediatsly uDOk over and flew from the right
side for about an hour and a2 half, =%, *nderson was thenremoved{ro:u
the pilot's acat and mde more conmfortabls on the flight deok. L=-.
Hlichol thun assumed the pilot's seat and Sgt. Ames, flew co-pilot w .-
til the nlanc was over the field. ©gt. Parrish, then climbed into
co-pilot's sont and Sgts. ames and Purrish cranked down the wheels -&
flaps mouslly, inusmuch ss the hydraulic system was abous pone, Do~
cause the flaps would only come down hall wuy, the plune cumo in
around 140 }Pr, '

It h t smeothly on the righ® wheel, but zhon the left touched, the

plane pulled strongly towar? the lef5. Us. Wichbl und “gk, Parrish

thon held full right rudder and right brakes and cut ell four engines,

The richt brar: finally savs out cornletsly and th. plane pulled over

to the lofk, wens off the o/, and nosed into & bank of dirt. *he men

in the front of the pluﬂc used crash belts, braced mgainst arm~r plates
and were uninjurod, iwe men in the rear, hewever, Sgt!s. Yuggen and
Defiroff custainod cuts and bruiros,

‘One other Liberaber was demaged slightly by enemy fighter fire,

1. 4 considerablc increase in shipping was rep-rted in Iruk Atoll,
All identiflicusiens are tentutive because of the he;rht of nbser-

vation ond intensivenpss of enomy fighter atbtols:

%, One possible AY and scvoral stall ships just if of Uman Is, dead

in the water,
b. One possible DD taking evasive aciion 5 of Umn Is.

" ¢. One large ship and four smil boats } mile south ~f oten Is.

.d, One possabla DD or CL in motion E of Dublon Is.

e. Four U/I ships in motion E of “ublon Is.

" f. ‘wo possible. AX's il of Fefun Is.

g. One large U/I ship ¥ of “ublon Is.

h. three posaibls DD's ~r CL's N of ioon ls.

$.. Ons possible DD or CL 7 of AGA Ts.

3o Iwo. lirge posaiblz warshim: 2 miles M2 of Falas Is.
G- fhim= [ U=Fm ] "-A-L i
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"CIRVATIONS & 2. Lt. frizyle, 572nd Squndron, searching on return at 1255/K sighted
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5 subrarines on ths surfaco from 4,500 at 03935'N - 145%451E,. They
wore dirty-brown in coler., This 4/P oircled these submarines untii
1333/%, sighting 2 more subs just under tho water In the vicinity of
the surfaced subs, Yo chall+nge signal was received.

3. A whito or grey smas bomb and a crash diving sub was seen at
05%051N - 15004518 at 1215/K, .

Yajrtained. "In f1ight" reports woro sont by all sguadrops.

Photos wors taken. Proliminary interoretation shows:

l. Target -5, “ublon island:
8+ 86 *toinl bursts are visible out of 190 b-mhs dropned in vicnity
of’hargot. 54 in water,
- be 7 hi%s in § sceSion of assi-ned target destroying 2 buildings and
a small ssckion of AR track. : :

£. 4 direct hits on fi led nicr in W soction of D3 destroying
sovoral gmall buildiags, ‘ -

d. 'S hits on rouads and RR tracks just N of fiiled pier.

S, 5 h'Ss on and alons road botween 3-5 and 2-6.

£. 10 bursts seusterod throush arcu betwoen D25 and D8,

8+ 1 noa: miss on building in § purt of D-3.

6

2. Sutawun Island:

8¢ 9 bursts visible out of 9 bonbs drooseds 4 are on land, 5 in
water. ‘

be MNil -visible darmge,

3used on visual obssrvaiion of crews p1u$ hits dhown in phetos this
mission is rated as cxevlleunt in accordance with 13th Air Force vire-
ctive, 27 Augusb 194%, <

: 1517 - 1633/%, -

Lt. nydallis, 370th dquadron, turned backa: IOSO/k when the super-

~ chargor is #3 engine’ cut out and exvgen tanks on the ball turret

dovelopod u leak. He oroceeded to Satawsn, dropping § x 500} at
1225/% from 10,420 +, on & mug heading of 2109, ground soesd of 196
YPH and borh interval of 225', s sighted on tho B shore line chout’
500 fect inldand from the shere, His bombs landed in the wooded arca
4 of the R/ with wnobserved results, Five bombs fell short in the
water. Nil'aa or intercention was encountered and the R/L noneured
unserviceabls, Phobos werc’ taken,

Lt, iright, 370th Sjuzdron, turnod back Jottisoning his 9 x 5007

borbs abo:: 40 miles & of *rul, whon both fuel pump and booster pump
on #3 enrinc cut out as ho was climbinz to 17,922*, 73 prop governor
stuck ab 3,070 RE's and prop was Peathsred. 'alfunchbion wus corracsed
a% lower aliitude und ongine was regained,

Lt. Koostner, 424th Syundron, returned to base after flying 2} hours
on course %o Irue, The pilek, Lt, faostner, was suffering from
severe sinus headache shich blurred his visien. He wes naussat:d
and felt incommétont to continue mission successfully. Lt. faestner
is now under the oure of the Squadron Flight “urgeon. 9 x 5®./ bombs

‘Wwere reburnod to base,

SR 1 VSR
L r-‘/:'J L C-,L/S A
DAVID B, SHARP, Jp.,

Yajor, Air “orps,
Intelligence Officer.

DISTRIBUTION: |

Group Commander
Squadrons

X111 Bomber Command
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