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INFORMATION CIRCULAR COVCEQNIMG
THE RECCVERY OF PERSONAL EFFECTS

1. This circular is intended tc provide a more complete reply to a
relative who may write to ths Army Effects Bureau concerning property be-
lieved to have been in the pogsession of a soldier but not received from
overseas.

2. The Army Affects Bureau *"nc+1on as an Agency to receive and
properly dispose of personal effects only, and is responsible solely for
that property which is received at the Bureaw. o o

3. In the past we have sent many tracsr letters overseas, in an
sffort to obtain information relative to items shoubt which the family has
made inquiry, and which were not among the articles received at this Bureau.
In no case has our tracer resulied in retrisving any property, ac everything
obtainable is returned as standard procedurs Ir. nmumerous izstances we
received information as te¢ why the partlpular items were not recovercus

Lhe Following ars some of the reasons assigned by overseas commanders
a5 to why effects werc not returned from the theater .of operations:

a. Precuently military perstnuw*, before goding on a mission, will
loave certain of thoir poscuguions with & comrade, who is to keep thenm
in case the owner does nct This is particulatrily true of
articles which are difficuit to purchass in the theater of operations.

b, Many articles which the family expects %o receive, such as
wris® watches, rirg s, ¢ic., are carried on the person of the
owner, and, if he @d missing or cdptured, it is impossibie to
recover them for the This also is often true in the case of

personnel los?t in action, ”art*wular’v so &5 to cur Air Force fiying
personncl. =

niimes the owner exchanges, sglls, loses, or otherwise

1+ belongings, such &s & ring or iignter, without the
knowlcd&e of his family. Some things wear out or become locally
irreparable, and are abandonszd by him.

d. The War Department rsguires that great care be tazken to safe-
guard the heiorz iz of cur military personnel. In spite of precautions,
it sometimes is impossible to recover all personal effecis in battle
areas, due to severily of combat operations, danger, theit, or enemy
souvenir hunters, prior to the tims that United Qtat =5 mlllBaTV
personnel can reach the scens and taks appropriate action to colilect
and safeguard the effects.
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