they hit the airdrome and other instalintions at this importent base which
also served as a link in the chain of commwunications between the Philippines,
Palau, Truk and the Mariasnas. The heivies flew more than 1,000 statue miles
from their base in the Adniralties, farther than they had ever travelled be-
fore, to hit Yap. They continued to pound Yap until the end of the month
when they turned their attention to Noemfoor hitting it for two days, together
with the Fifth Air Porce, prior to invasion by Americun forces on 2 July.

Meanwhile, effective 15 June, the Thirtecnth became a part of the newly
created Far Rast Air Forces and the Thirtesnth Air Task Force was dissolved.
At the same tim: Major Gensral St. Clair Street became commander of the Air
Force.

Yop and other targets in the Corolines were hit by the heavies through-
out July and into August, this time lending support to the invesion of Guam
and Tinian in the lutter nart of July.

Since the first of the year the medium bombers and fighters, after
the needfor fighter escorts-en Rabaul missions had endad, had becn concen=
trating on bombing targets in the Rabaul arce and the Northerm Solomons,
kecping those areas nputrullze and sterving out and destroying the Japanese
forces isolated theore. By Aurust, these targets were neorly exhausted and
the mediums and fighters became a part of the XIII Air Task Force under
Brigadier General Earl T, Barnes, and moved into Western New Guineca, at vhat
was then the furthest advonced iAllied air bose in the Southwest Pacific Aren,
there to commence operations against targets in Vestern New Guinsa and por=
tions of the Netherlands Hast Indies puarding the southery flank of the
Phlllpplnus. )

Lote in Au"us+ tne HGQVlCn, ope“%twn“ fran a now basc off New Guinea,
began an intensive bombardment of Palau, key point in the outer defenses -of
the Philippines, preparatory to invesion by Allied forces on 15 September.
The latter also mirked D=Day for Morotei. The invasion of Morotai was pre-
ceded by strikes by all forces, hsavies, mediums and fighters, against
eneny airfields and installations in Halmahera and neighboring islands,

- Headquarters followed the advance of the heavies and on 13 September
1944, was officially closed in the Admiralties and opened in New Guinea;
where it remained untll 25 September 1944, whpn it was opencd on one of the
islonds of # the Netherlands I ﬂsﬁ Indiess :

Liote in September the heavies moved to a new base in ths Netherlands

tst Indies where they could come to closer prips with the enemy. On the
30th of September, they flew the first of a number of missions against the
oil reflnurlvs at Balikpanan on the East coast of Borneo. This was the
longest mission e¥er flown by Thirteenth Air Foree Liberators, and ccrtalnly
one of the longest missions ever flown by Liberators in any part of the
worlde. Balikpapan was well defonded by anti-aircraft and fighter planes.
On later missions against Bwllgpapan o fighter escort made the long haul
with the oombers.

With the igyasion of Leyte on 20 October & new phase of operations
began for the heavics which made their first incursion into the Philip-

pines on 22 October,Ataus lending support to the Leyte operation.

On 29 October, Headguarters noved to the lblucca Islands where it
would be in & better position tn dircet the assault on the Philippinecs.
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