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AFO # 719,
18 July 1944.

On the return flighl from our missiod egeinst Yap Island 15 July 1944,
I wes forced to malke e watsr londing. 1 wes flying Adrplane i 42-40857 (B24D).
Tho targot was bombed at approximntely 1510 end et tnut tlmo no troublo was
encountored. @ne ol the planes in our squndron hed one propeller feathered
end ti:e formation slowed up to give him covers At epproximately 1340 on the
return flight llo. 4 engine waos lost end the propoller feathered. About 1500
Los. 1 en;ine was loat and the propeller feathered, e threw all loose equip=
ment ocuttn li hten the lomds . los 2 angina wan giving me trouble end I kmow
wo would have tc ditech the plane. A viater lendiag was mede et approximately
1616, Eosideos myself only the co~pilut, Lt Callawey rud the Hadio Operator,
Sgt. M¥z'ab were in the forward part of the plune. All others were in the
teil pections 1he front sectlon of the plene had just sterted to submerge
end ween't more than three or four fes': under when I got oute The Co-tilot,
Lt. Callawey, end Badio Uperator, Sgt. iciinb wero already out by the timo I .
get out. I lwow Syte ilckab .ot hurt pretty badly in the landing aes his faco
wes blecding., After gettirs out I smw others swimaing mround but wes uneble
toidentify them. I soon reeched n life reft and trisd to got to these that
wore swimming eround in the weter but the swelle were large end I' drifted
awey. L didn't see any other rafts. On the efternocn of 17 July 1944 I heerid.
a plano overhead, I threw sea merlrer eround my rift and shot up some flares.
The plono spottod me, however inaircling cverhead it also cpotted the olher
raft with Lt. Wiley, Sgt. uilbert, Cpl. Ashby and Cpl. Erickeen end plclked
them up hefore taxiing over to pick me up, We wers picked up ebout 1530 by
a Hovy PE&{;_! ( ‘

Inecmuch as 1 did not see other life refts mnd could not idontify
thote swirming around after the crash, I cennot male m statement es to the
gtntus of thoze of my crew thot were not picked up.

ST
5}/{ LAl Y, ;'}.)fjar/\-’
GAYLE W. KIZER, =
2nd Lt,, Adr Corps,
Pilot. ‘
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3716t BOBARDIT SQUADRON (i)
0ffice of the Operatioms Officer

AFO . 719
17 July 1944

WYE WITUESS STAT@Aull

Mo woro £lyin; at sbout 7000 ft. spproximately two snd one half (24) houro
from the ter_ et when we found out that Iit. Iizer was hoving trouble with en en-
sinv. ile was 5 or 6 miles behind us nnd pbout 2000 ft. below. :le featherac the
prop. Shortly afterwerds he had trouble with another engine end fenthered it
alag. io. 1 end 4 props. wers featherel. About a half hour later he reportied
thet he wes at 4000 £t and »o. & prop was rumming awey. #o wera still aliend of
him so wo made a circle end cams in behind him et ebout 6000 ft. ile wna losing
altitude pretty fest end revorted that he would have to ditch. Then he wan at
gbout 2000 £t ha saild ha wes losing 600 £t per minute. o followod him dowm to
tho wobir and Baw him ditch. As soon as the plons had stopped we were nbout a
1000 f't to the ri jt and 500 ft mbove tue plene, we could soce men loaving thru
the right waist window. The fusilaze was twisted and part of the ri:ht wing
mi ht have been broken off. .Je made a sharp turn to the loft end in front of
the plene we flew sbout & minute awey from the plene end made another sharp
turn to the left in order to come back over the plens, Before we were over the

plene we could ses sbout five (5) men in a proup on the right of the plane in

tho woter and twd (2) or thres (3) others scattered in tho water. One of the
man waved ot us a8 we appromched. ife dropped e raft from 160 ft no we went
over. (me of the men in the waist reported that the reft hit near them, 1 elBbo
sew what looked like a reft coming out of the right wingz. ie were petting low
on fuel Bo were efraid to stay around lonper to make more observations. I would
judge that the plane steyed nfloat between four (4) and five (5) minutes. Tha
son was protty calm. -

G Hrane T i

WILLIAN Ne. BLAIR,
Znd It,., Air Corps,
Pilot.
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Axo 714,
18 Julyr 1944,

On the return flight from the mission to Yap Island on 16 July 1944
w3 lost the power of two engines. After the second prop had besen feathesrad
t. Eizer, the pilot, inatruoted us to start throwing guns end equipmsnt out

in ordsr to liphten the plane.

Later he told us that w9 were going to melke

a wator landing.

All except the pilot, co-p.lot and redioc operator (lLt. Kizer,

Lt. Callaway end Sgt. NcHab raspectively), were in the teil section of the
plene. The plane twisted and broke in two just in back of the ball turrett
elnost immediately upon meking the landing. The forward section sanlk quickly,
but the tail section floatsd for about three or four minutes, After I had
gotton into the water after the cresh I toock count mnd wms ablo to mooount
for everyone but the Enginsar, 8/Sgt. Smethhurst. After this I was buoy
trylng to find a life raft and I finally got into a raft with Bgt. Gllbert,
Cpl. Erickson snd Cpl Ashkby. dJust before down on the first night wo hoard
calls from cthers in another raft. We called back and tried to meke them .
undorstand to stay close to us, but by dawn we had drifted apart, and we
never did ses the raft. I believe I vecognited the volces of two men and
believe them to be Lt. Klknefeltar, the bombardier, end Cpl. Patla, a gunner..
We were plcked up on our second day in the raft at about 1530 by m Navy FBY.

I believe it is possible that evéryons got out of the plane end ave on

1life rafts,

RICHARD D. ¥WILEY,
2nd Lt., Alr Corras,
Navigator.
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