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AG 704 - Wisoing (16 Jul 45)
5. B. & D. Ho. 3521 «

1 R0R: DU TOR: Chief, Casualty aranch.

SUSJLCT: Review and Determination of Status
under the iliissing Persons act.

I, — FACTS

16 July 1945 .~

1. The persons named below were reported missing in action over Yap‘
Tgland by SWP Shipments Hos. 137 znd 160 end have been cerried on el De-

partment records as missing in action since

reference each crew has been assigned 2 numbeT W

below. )

Nem e - ASN
principe, Joseph S. 0689581
Rowen, Welier C. 0673904
gylor, Ulnc H. 0803306
Celleway, Juck S., JT. Q767739
Gemp, Sem, JT. 0696746
Diederich, Anthony F. - 0697342
garrett, Iugene V.o 0708251
Flincfelter, Loslie E. 0765808
Pomeroy, Robert W. 0768215
Selenics, Androw 0703402
Harder, Cherles J. 7124507
Kocfe, Francis R.- 11,116,730
Vetrecin, lichael G., Jr. 15,320,307
Dickerson, Clarence . 35,442,185
Hitchcock, Jemos il. 39, 256, 020
Jacobs, Robort 7. 33,738,013
jiiller, Auben O. 15,323, 660
. geiler, Xennoth W. 32,762,907

smethurst, Harold A., JT- 12,040,886
vaters, Silliem ., JT. 16,168,122

15 July 194H:
hich is shewn in column 44

grecde

Firct Licutenant
First Licutcnant
First Licutcnant
gceond Liocutcnant
gocond Lieutcnant
Socond Licutenent
Sccond Ticutenunt
s cond Licutencnt
Sccond Licutenant
scoond Licutcnant
Tlight officer
Meehnical Sergeant
Technical scrgeent
gteff Sergeant
gtaff Scrgeent
steff Zergoant
gtefs Scrguent
steff Surgocalb
Stefi Sorzount
Stefi Corpeont
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Wumber

1
3
1
3
L
2
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1
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« R, & D. Ho. 3521

Crow
Weme ‘ ASH Grade _lumber

crowloy, Villiam K. 16,004, 052 Scrgeent 2
“Iﬁﬁﬁﬁf”éﬁiffaik"ﬁfi“jfj'1h,101,595 ‘ S.rgoant 3
lioores, .illizm E. 36, 647, 606 Sergecnt B
pener, Choster 33, T34, 91k Cormnoral 3
Dumber, Jokm 0., Jr. 37,540,207 Gornorel 2
Hundlcy, Clint D. 38,135, 303 Gornoral 2
Petla, Joscph C. 16,170,402 Corporal 3
Reynolds, Chcrles F. 37,676,896 Corporsel 2

2. Hissing air Crew Leports supmittcd in this czse show thet on 1B
July 1944 B-24 circrefd based in the sdmirelty Islends were flown on &
combat mission to Yep Islecnd, which is loccbed ot the coorGincttes O9° 351
Horth, 1380 10! Best in the Gerolinc Islinds. The following peTegrephs,

Tos, 3 through 5, summarizt the information zveileble in tho case of oach
crow involved.

3. Crow Ho. 1:

. iissing air Crew Roport io. 5923, detod 17 July 194k, strtos
thet B-24 plenc Wo. bl -L105R5 of 370th Bomberduacnt squedron, 307th 3omberd-
ment Group, was scen to cresh £8 the rosult of & collision witk 3-24 planc
o 42-73119. The sccident occurrad ob coproximetcly 1220 =t thc position
09° 087 Forth, 13g° 17! Eest. & flight stvip moy ~ticched to the Report
chows thet the loc: tion of the crosh wee cboutb 25 milcs southesst of Yop -

. Island.. The personnal nemed below formed the comnlcte crew:

Crew

Position Temo T Grrdc
P Sylor, Ulne H. 0BoHLLy 1st Lt
cP Ccmp, Scm,. JT. 0656 T 28 Tt
i Principe, Joscph S. ObEghel - 1st Lt
B _ Rowcm, ‘elter C. 0bT 30 Tet Ik
E Votroein, dichacl G., Jr. 15,320.00 T/sst
AR 4illcr, Ruben O. 15, 564%; i s/sgt
RO goofe, Freneis R. 11,138, T/8gb
ARO Yotors, willism V., Jr. 18, 16s. Tdi s/sat
G FEitchcock, Jcmes . 19, 250, 32 g/sgt
& Dickerson, Clarence . 75, uk2, 165 5/5g%
N ~rdcr, Chorlcs J. m1 24507 /0



5. R. &D. No. 352l

Tho liissing air Crcw Report statcs-thét Flight officcr mrdor ws choord
the plenc in the cop:city of Obscrvir. The pertinent pcris of thrco cye-
witncss stetomonts incloscd with tho Ropori &rc quotcd below:

Stetement by Ticutcncnt Jemes P Hobstotter:

1Ths crcsh involving Tt. Sylor occurrcd shortly cftcr our
withfrewsl from the target eruc, the cxcet distence from
this cree I cennot recuratuly say. The leceder of our
squedron Wis pulling up ok tho right of 2 scven ship for-
mation lecd by tho group leocder in en cffort to present

o group front to cnomy intcrecepbion. My position &t the
time wes 0-2: Lt, Sylor wos cpproxinately in & C-3 posi-
$ion with 1,4, Dicdcrich on his lcft wing.

f % % * The ship piloted by 1%. Dicderich crrehed into

1t. Sylor striking him behind the flight dcck. The lcft
wing of L. Dicd.rich's plonc wib torn owey cnd Lit. Sylor's
ship weaa sovered in helf just bock of the flight deck.

Both plencs burst im_ediztely into flimes cnd went douk.
Although reoorts jpdicate thot sovarol mon briled out of
the burning plancs no perechutes werc obs.rved by the mcm—
bers of my crew. * ¥ *

gtebemont by Corporil GCOTEC W. ¥rum:

WTho g-2lte wore in oven L closcr forartion rnd 011 ot
oncc the B-24 in C-3 position b:aked steooly to the
right. .end up ~nd struck thc plonc flying G-1 position,
with the first contrct boing mede by the props of Cc-3
plano cgo.inst the pottom of the fuscloge just bchind
the wing scction of C-1 plenc, ©S it bogrn chowing its
wey through the fusclcge proper. 0-3 plcnc then begoa
cxploding from both wings end the plin.s hoth went to
piecces.

IThe complete wing scctions of both pleiis stuck to-
gether in sort of & 1x! design rnd fell o perctly.
The wing scction of C-3 plcne broke out in flrmes rnd
gxploded ¢5 soom &3 it hit O-1 plenc—-1t fell faoicly
woll in peices ¢s it desceaded. c-1's wing scction
foll in onc picce in sort of o f£alling loof pcttern
:nd sccmed 1little hurt—-being apporontly intoct from
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5. R, & D. Ho. 3pel

the nosc o.ction to juot Hehind the wiig nd fusclige
point where 1t hsd been chewed in tow. Somc turrcto
fron both ploied WoIG thrown from their wells rnd werc
1eft to frll clodr with othcr piuecs of the wroeksgo.
Whon we woere &b sbout o milz or B0 from where the ceci-
dent occurrcd chutes begcn to open «t sbout B000'. I
would Boy of lerst five of them puffed into viow in
quick sucecssion. By then fhe Zeros wore moXing pr.ooes
~t ours cné surrounding 3-£4's s frot ne they could so
I lcft off wobehing the folling chutcs to fight off the
sttacks being mzde on the bottom of our ship. Bombs
were swoy ab 1211K ~nd the cpyroximete time of the col-
1ision wes 1220K. 1 em the brll gunn.r on tho crow of
Tt., Gego cnd om reporting this s cn cyowitnoss ¢ ccount
of whot I sew.M

gtctoment of Corporcl Rrymond H. alticri:

17 adéntt sco tho crish jtgelf but I nobiced the picces
flying by our tnil. The wings werc intcrlocked rad woTre
going down in flemes, tho piggest picces I noticed wils
tho teil cnd of the fusclege of the l:st ship. Thic
picee cxtendea from the weist windor to the tril. I
noticed fourt bodics tumbling dowm cnd ond pe roechute open
~lgo rnd cmpty lifc roft. BHost of the 3¢ rt5 werc purning
when they hit tho wotor cnc wero pouring bls ck smokc.
aftcr Wwo Wcre out of sight of Thu vreckzrge I sow o 1rrge
colunn of groy smoke risc :9D0V0O GOHC clouds.

Y, Orew Ho zi

o, Ghissing sir Crew ncoort o, 6924, écted 17 Suly 1yll, o
thet B-ch plens No. up-73119 of 372nd Bonberdnent Squadron, 307%R Borberd-
ment Group, piloted BY Licutcnont Dicderich, collided with plenc Ho. VIR A
whilc on ¢ combck mission to Yop Is ~nd. The collicion coourred b opproxi—
metoly 1220K of the position 0g9° 08' HWorih, 1380 17! Ecst. (scc peregriph 3»
rbove,) The fpllowing—nemed PCroons formecd the complite crew:

Crow
Position We e ASH . Gr: dc
P Dicderich, Anthony ¥. 06g7342 24 Lt
. CP pPoncroy, Robert . 0768215 2d Lt

\BLE
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Crow B

Pocition dmeo A5 " Grrac
" corrett, Hugene V. 0708251 24 Lt
B 3ckrnics, andrev 0703402 ad It
E gciler, Xennoth Y. 32,762,907 5/5st
af Hundlcy, Clint D. 38,135,303 Cpl
RO Jrcobs, Robert Z. 33,738,013 s/sst
ARO Rcynolds, Cherlos . 37,676,896 Opl
G Dunber, John O., JT. 37,540, 207 ¢l
AG Crowley, Willienm B. 16, 004, 052 3gt
e} oorcs, illicm Z. 36,647,606 set

Three cycwitnoss strtcments sttoched to the Roport conteiz ecsscnticlly the
scn informetion ¢ thot given in paragreph 3, cbova. Onc of thesc stote-
nente receds s follows! ’

Statement of TLicutcnent Borl F. Ricc, Jr.

1plene 119 wes awsying brele cnd forth in formw tion
rpd suddenly dropped right wing rnd pecled onto nlonc
#5R5 cutting #5565 into. Yo, 2 cngine of #1139 comc out
of wing ¢né left wing $+01l off; pleme then Broko up
tnd flincs cemc out frow fusclrge. When #555 broxe in
ne1f (bchind treiling odge of wing) - it ¢luo burct into
flemes. Bodics ceme out of both ships, but from 1y '
position I conld not soo eny perocnubtcs 0pen. This
heppencd coproximctely ton nizutes frow trrgot fTO.
I wes pilot of plrnc +8u3% flying in & forw tion 10
the right of end o ahorTt dist:ncc behind the two

A N

Plﬂ.nbu W

b. lioraing hcport Tocrtor Crrd filcd in Sergernt lioores! En-
1igtment Jrcket showing hin s rsoigned to the 307th Bouwbr rdm.nt Group
on 21 July 1944 is obviously sn crror. Rosturs for the mcath of July
194 of the 372nd Bonbrrdmecnt Squrdron show thrt he wes mi ning in rce-
tion 15 July 19Hk. 5

5. Crow Ho 3

~. lissing sir Crow Roport do. 7180, dried 18 July 1guk,
otrtos thet B-gh cirerrit Ho. L2-LO8RT7 of 37lst Borbr rdir:nt 3quodron,
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